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I T he development and strug- 
gles of Adventist education are 
perhaps best understood in rela- 

I tion to the histories of Battle 
Creek College in Michigan and 

1 the Avondale School in Austra- 
lia. It was in connection with 
these two schools that Ellen 

I White wrote the bulk of her 
counsels on education. Battle 
Creek College could be seen as a 
negative model of the ideals 
she espoused, while Avondale 
became the positive model. 

Battle Creek College was 
founded in 1874. Its curriculum 
was developed around a tradi- 
tional and classical approach 
even though its founding 
fathers had specifically called 
for a practical Bible college 
that would teach the common 
branches of knowledge, the 
cmmunicative skills needed by 
Christian workers, and the dis- 

I 
tinctive truths of the Bible 
as held by Seventh-day Adven- 
tists.' In addition, Ellen White 
had written "Proper Educa- 
tion"' with its stress on the 
physical and manual labor 
aspects of education for this 
first denominational school. 
The focus of Battle Creek Col- 
lege became the antithesis of 
both the desires of its founders 
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and the counsels of Mrs. White. 
Its curricular emphasis was 
bookish, classical, and esoteric, 
wh~le the central role of the 
Bible was denied and work- 
study programs were never ade- 
quately developed. The 25-year 
history of Battle Creek saw the 
slow evolution of the Bible and 
work-study toward their proper 
position in the school, and the 
slow and grudging extinction of 
the "heathen classics" from 
their central curricular role.> 

The poor example of Battle 
Creek CoUege influenced, to 
varying extents, the other 
Adventist educational institu- 
tions developed in the United 
States during the 1880's and 
early 1890's. This state of 
affairs brought forth corrective 
counsels from Mrs. White,* 
which school managera and 
boards sought to implement 
with minimal success. 

The real turning point in 
Adventist education came in the 
early 1890's and was stimulated 
by the founding of the Avon- 
dale School. During the crucial 
period extending from 1891 to 
1900 Ellen White was in Aus- 
tralia. There, for the first time, 
she was closely connected with 
the establishment of an duca-  
tional institution. It is impor- 
tant to note that by 1891 she 
had become progressively more 
aware of the shortcomings of 
the educational institutions the 

church had founded in Amer- 
ica, and had developed some 
very definite ideas on how the 
educational ideals the Lord had 
given her beginning in 1872 
might be implemented. That 
these ideas were ripe in her mind 
is indicated by the records of 
the momentous six-week Har- 
bor Springs educational conven- 
tion held just prior to her sailing 
for Australia.' At this conven- 
tion she, along with W. W. Pres- 
cott and others, called for a 
revival in Adventist education 
upon a correct set of principles. 
Both Prescott and Percy Magan 
marked Harbor Springs as the 
turning point in Adventist edu- 
cational de~elopment.~ 

The Harbor Springs conven- 
tion was held during July and 
August, 1891. Ellen and W. C. 
White set sail for Australia on 
November 12. Soon after her 
arrival, Mrs. White became 
involved in the establishment 
of the St. Kilda school. This 
school was closed in 1894. At 
that time work began in earnest 
on the preparation of the Avon- 
dale campus. 

Ellen White built a home neat 
the campus and lent her support 
and guidance on a continuing 
basis to the development of the 
Avondale School. It bore the 
impress of her ideals and expe- 
rience more than any other 
school the church had yet estab- 
lished. Her influence was felt 
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even more strongly due to the 
fact that in Australia she was at 
a safe distance from the power 
of the brethren in Battle Creek 
and was protected from too 
much contamination by the 
precedents set by earlier Adven- 
tist educational institutions. At 
the end of the decade she and 
the other pioneers at Avondale 
could look hack and refer to 
their school as an object les- 
son for the world, the pattern 
school, a sample school, and the 
model school.' (It should be 
noted that they never referred to 
it as "the blueprint." The very 
word blueprrnf alludes to a 
rigidity that they did not advo- 
cate.) In terms of historical fact, 
Avondale did become an object 
lesson and a pattern for the 
reform of Adventist education 
around the world. 

During the nine years that 
Ellen White spent in Australia 
she was constantly faced with 
educational issues. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, to discover 
that the majority of what she 

had written concerning edu- 
cation flowed from her pen 
between 1891 and 1900. Her let- 
ters, speeches, and sermons dur- 
ing that period were often filled 
with her educational endeavors. 
Beyond this, she wrote prolifi- 
cally on the topic of education 
for denominational journals. 
Christian Education (her first 
book on education) was puh- 
lished in 1893, Special Testi- 
monies on Education in 1897, 
and the large section on eduea- 
tion in the sixth volume of the 
Testimonies in 1900. Much of 
the material written during the 
Australian period became the 
basis of Education (1903), 
Counsels to Parents, Teachers, 
and Students (19131, and Fun- 
damentals of Christian Educa- 
twn (1923). The material in her 
educational books of the 1890's 
has been included in her later 
hooks and, as a result, the 
earlier hooks are no longer in 
print. 

The story of these formative 
years in the drv~lnqment of 

Adventist education has been 
the subject of two recent 
researchers. Milton R. Hook 
completed a doctoral disserta- 
tion a t  Andrews U~versity in 
1979 entitled "The Avondale 
School and Adventist Educa- 
tional Goals, 1894-1900."9 That 
same year Allan G. Lindsay 
submitted a master's thesis to 
the University of Newcastle on 
"The Influence of Ellen White 
upon the Development of the 
Seventh-day Advent~st School 
System in Australia, 1891- 
1900."'0 

These two studies have much 
in common, hut they should not 
be seen so much as overlapping 
treatments of the topic as com- 
plementary approaches. Hook 
and Lindsay took quite differ- 
ent avenues to the same basic 
field of inquiry. As a result, 
each has added much that the 
other has left out. 

Hook's aim was to determine 
the basic educational goals of 
Adventist education as seen by 

(To page 43) 

The Avondale school farnlly, taken sometime before 1908. (From Ellen G.  White's file library.) 
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able program will have the 
advantage of an efficient opera- 
tion. Only after an institution 
has put its own house in order is 
it ready to serve its constitu- 
ency. For the most part, this has 
already been done in SDA col- 
leges. 

JAE: The picture you have 
presented has been rather opti- 
mistic. Are there issues and 
problems that SDA higher 
education needs to address? 

Reynolds: Some specific 
areas that need to be studied 
and acted on can contribute to 
the stemming of any adverse 
trend. 

1. A renewal of dedication 
and commitment by every 
worker and church member to 
Christian education is essential 
to the future welfare of the 
church. 

2. We need an enhanced 
communications program to 
reach our  constituencies 
through the church papers. We 
cannot assume that everyone 
clearly understands the need for 
a Christian education. Members 
must be educated to the benefits 
of attending our institutions 
and should clearly understand 
the consequences of attending 
other educational systems. 

3 .  The SDA educational sys- 
tem must find new and inno- 
vatice ways to finance our 
institutions. Tied to this is the 
need for increased work oppor- 
tunities for students. Many of 
the Government aid programs 
that have supplemented work 
programs are losing their fund- 
ing, and work opportunities are 
needed to take up the slack. 

4. There is a clearly felt need 
for a national scholarship pro- 
gram to help needy SDA stu- 
dents (similar to the National 
Merit Scholarship program). 

5. Another area of real con- 
cern is the necessity for special 
attention and special programs 
for the growing number of 
minority students who need a 
Christian education so that they 
may develop their talents to 

serve the church. 
These and other steps are nec- 

essary if our system is to retain 
its traditional viability in serv- 
ing the church and its constitu- 
ency. 

JAE: Is the Board of Higher 
Education, or the leadership of 
the SDA higher education com- 
munity, taking any decided 
steps to highlight the value and 
appeal of our colleges and uni- 
versities? 

Reynolds: To promote the 
realities of education in today's 
world and clearly emphasize the 
choices available for students, 
the Board of Higher Education 
-at the request of, and work- 
ing closely with the college 
and university presidents- 
is launching an educational 
campaign under the heading 
"Adventist Colleges: A World 
of Difference." The goal is to 
reach every SDA parent and 
student through our periodicals, 
the pulpit, the mail, and per- 
sonal witnessing with the mes- 
sage that our institutions make 
a difference in the lives and 
Christian commitment of our 
people. 

The educational leaders of 
our schools have committed 
themselves to continuing to 
make our institutions different. 
Their pledge to an education 
based on Seventh-day Adventist 
values is clear and incisive: 

To be an Adventist is no small com- 
mitment and we, speaking for the 12 
Adventist institutions of higher educa- 
tion in North America, pledge that each 
student attending an Adventist college 
or university will receive the kind of 
education necessary to help him or her 
grow in Christ and in Christ's service 
while preparing to better serve human- 
kind. 

We pledge to strive to maintain the 
kind of Adventist atmosphere of sim- 
plicity of life style, in diel, in commu- 
uity- concern as-we1l.a~ io cornmifment~ 
to scholarship that will make-each stu- 
dent's college years a time of growth, 
opportunity, and Christian joy. 

We pledge the Adventist colleges and 
universities will provide excellent prepa- 
ration for professions and careers and 
Adventist Life. Truly, an Adventist edu- 
cation can make all the difference in the 

world-and all the difference for the 
world. 

Early Adventist Education 
in Australia 

(Contmued from page 11) 

the Avondale pioneers. These 
goals, he suggested, have uni- 
versal meaning for Adventist 
education since the founders 
of Avondale, including Ellen 
White, saw their school as a 
"model" for other educational 
institutions of the church. Hook 
concluded that the two primary 
goals associated with Avondale 
were the conversion and charac- 
ter development of the youth 
sent there to study, and the 
preparation of those students 
to be denominational workers. 
Certain methods, notes Hook, 
were deliberately used to 
achieve these goals. These 
methods included the choice of 
a rural location, Bible study, the 
integration of the Bible with all 
other subjects, local missionary 
work, and a ban on time-con- 
snming games for those training 
to be denominational workers. 
Both the goals and the rationale 
originally given for the methods 
used to arrive at those goals, 
Hook concluded, have validity 
for determining methods appro- 
priate for modern Seventh-day 
Adventist schools. In contrast 
to these "universals" were par- 
ticular applications (such as 
sawmilling, bnckmaking, and 
the heavy stress on the prepara- 
tion of agricultural workers) 
that were specifically mean- 
ingful for the Australian con- 
text of the 1890's, but which 
may or may not be the most 
appropriate application of the 
basic goals and methods in a 
given school in the last quarter 
of the twentieth century. In 
short, Hook claimed that the 
Avondale pioneers remained 
flexible on particular applica- 
tions to specific contexts, while 
they remained firm in regard to 
their basic goals and the ration- 
ales they developed to achieve 
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those goals. 
The bulk of Hook's disserta- 

tion is a step-by-step exposition 
of the development of Avondale 
from its inception to the disper- 
sion of the Avondale pioneers in 
1900 after the completion of 
their task. Hook has recon- 
structed the development of the 
school, the struggles its found- 
ers went through, and its frus- 
trations and successes in detail 
from the primary sources left by 
its originators. His treatment is 
detailed and informative with- 
out being sluggish and pedantic. 
This history provides the con- 
crete context in which the goals 
and methodologies were devel- 
oped. It is this context that gives 
the goals and methodologies 
meaning for us today. Hook's 
dissertation is the most thor- 
ough study ever done on early 
Avondale. 

The focus of Lindsay's thesis 
was on the influence of Ellen 
White on the development of 
the Adventist school system in 
Australia up through 1900. As a 
result, he does not present a 
detailed history of Avondale, 
hut rather highlights the impact 
of Mrs. White upon the philos- 
ophy, goals, and daily opera- 
tion of that institution. He 
demonstrates how her philoso- 
phy was implemented in the 
development of Avondale. In 
the process he provides a help- 
ful analysis of that philosophy. 

Lindsay's study, however, 
reaches beyond Avondale to the 
system of Adventist elementary 
education which was stimulated 
by Ellen White during her stay 
in Australia. Most Seventh-day 
Adventists have not realized 
that there was virtually no 
elementary work among Adven- 
tists until after 1895. Lindsay 
provides us with the most thor- 
ough treatment of the develop- 
ment of the Adventist elemen- 
tary movement yet written. 

By giving us breadth of cover- 
age on Mrs. White's total 
impact on education during the 
Australian years Lindsay has 

helped his readers gain a fuller 
understanding of the impor- 
tance of this period for Adven- 
tist education. It is in the 
context of this fuller picture 
that the legacy of Ellen White to 
the educational system of the 
church can best be appreciated. 

In conclusion, we should note 
that the events of the 1890's 
changed the shape of Adven- 
t ~ s t  education. The Avondale 
"experiment" had repercus- 
sions that were widely felt 
in Adventist higher education 
around the world. In some insti- 
tutions the impact was gradual 
and moderate, while in others, 
such as Battle Creek College, 
the effects were immediate and 
extreme. Whether modest or 
extreme, however, the impact of 
Avondale was felt and con- 
tinues to he felt in Adventist 
education. No less cataclysmic 
were the reverberations from 
the counsel on the elementary 
work. There was only one 
Adventist elementary school in 
1880, and nine in 1890. On the 
other hand, there were some 220 
elementary schools by 1900, 594 
by 1910, and 928 by 1920. 

Adventist education has 
never been the same since those 
crucial years of the 1890's. 
Neither Adventist educational 
history nor the educational 
writings of Ellen White can be 
understood in their fullest sense 
unless we come to grips with the 
significance of those years. 
Hook and Lindsay have pro- 
vided documented histories of 
that period. For this reason 
their works should receive wider 
reading and study than is gen- 
erally accorded the research of 
graduate students. 
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Facing the Law 
(Continued from page 9) 

tion. Also. we were prepared to 
show, for instance, that the San 
Francisco public library he had 
testified that he used on a given 
Saturday had never been open 
on any Saturday during the 
entire year. 

Given the evidence we accum- 
ulated, we have reason to 
believe we were dealing primar- 
ily with a case of malicious 
prosecution motivated by 
reverse racial discrimination. 
Nowhere in the discovery por- 
tion of the proceedings did we 
see any evidence that the plain- 
tiff had identified any evidence 
of racially biased behavior on 
the part of any of the defen- 
dants. The depositions of the 
student and his roommate sug- 
gest that the student and his 
family built their attitudes 
toward the instructor upon the 
fact of her white South African 
heritage. I t  would also appear 
that the student and his attorney 
did not realistically expect to 
win the case in court, for they 
chose to withdraw rather than 
proceed to the jury trial. Never- 
theless, Pacific Union College 
had been forced to spend more 
than $13,000 in legal fees to 
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