
The Education We Don't Like
to TAk About

Reminiscences of a Former Academy Student

By Deborah Anfenson-Vance

y academy diploma con-
ta ins  a  l o t  o f  s i en i f i can t

information about my education,
but it by no means tells it all. One
most important detail i t fails to
mention is the fact that I rode the
school bus, two hours a day for at
least ten years. For that I deserve
another diploma, but it would
have to be rated X.

At the t ime th is ar t ic le was wr i t ten,
Deborah Anfenson-Vance was Assistant
Editor of Insight. She is currently Assistant
Editor of the Adventist Review. The article
is based on an editorial she wrote for In-
sight, and is used by permission.

Parents and educators would
have been naive to underestimate
the knowledge we acquired on the
school  bus,  because when school
was out their darling children did
not cease learning. No, when
teacher dismissed us for the day,
we went forth to teach one
another. ln ten years of school
busmanship, I was exposed to
most of the facts of l i fe that
counted (who knows how accu-
rately), plus sufficient extracur-
ricular material to appropriately
cover one or two restroom walls.

Of  course,  I  can ' t  credi t  a l l  o f  th is
educat ion to the school  bus.  Some
of  i t  I  p icked up at  recess.

In addition to the standard street
vocabulary, we learned what was
going on in the community. We
found out about divorce, adultery,
suic ide,  incest ,  shotgun marr iages,
and unwed mothers. And we
didn't have to watch TV or read
the newspaper to gather our infor-
mation, because it was all happen-
ing right in our own community. It
was the stuff nice parents wished
their sweet children didn't know
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about  or  hoped that  they at  least
d idn ' t  t a l k  abou t .  Bu t  i t  was  pa r t
of  l i fe ,  we were cur ious,  and we
ta lkcd about  i t .

That was I 5 years ago, and I
have not noticed that the world or
the community has gotten any
cleaner or  more protected s ince.  I f
anyth ing has changed,  i t  might  be
that in addition to sex and vio-
lence, students have unemploy-
ment  and nuclear  war to chat
about  on the school  bus.

So why in the wor ld do some
p e o p l e  t h i n k  t h a t  t e a c h e r s ,
preachers,  and wr i ters should
discuss only noncontroversial sub-
jects? I f  s tudents are ta lk ing about
a topic  on the school  bus,  i t  seems
that the least a responsible adult
can do is try for equal t ime. We
didn't always get it r ight on the
school bus because we were l iter-
ally loaded with misinformation
and warped attitudes. We needed
an adult to say: "Today we're
going to talk about what you've
been discussing, and we're going to

ge t  t he  f ac t s  s t ra igh t . "
Those k inds of  d iscussions,

when they happened (not often
enough), rarely prompted us to go
out and sin l ike mad. To the con-
trary, frank conversations about
reality helped us to be more
responsible when it came to deal-
ing with reality, because we were
more informed. They helped us to
live better as Christians because we
could see how good Chr is t ians
handled the sensitive and sordid
issues.  They gave us the opportu-
n i ty  to  understand that  the gospel
has something to say to our  l i fe ,
even in i ts  most  pr ivate or  painfu l
moments.  Some of  us even got  the
idea that  the church misht  be re le-
vant  af ter  a l l .

Of course, I have a specific point
in  mind when I  wr i te  thesc th ings.
Some people wonder what  business
the academy pastor ,  the Bib le
teacher,  or  the Sabbath school
leader has ment ioning suic ide,
divorce, incest, teen pregnancy, or
any of those other earthy facts of
l i fe .  Some even wonder why they
bo the r  t o  t a l k  abou l  mov ies ,
music,  and c lothes,  or  even d iscuss
" the wor ld"  at  a l l .  I t 's  as i f  there 's
only one s ide to any of  these
stor ies,  and that  could not  possib ly
be a n ice one.

Porents and educators
would have been

naive to underestimate
the knowledge we
ocquired on the

school bus.

But we can thank Cod that be-
cause the Word was wil l ing to
enter this grimy, decadent hole in
the universe, there can always be
more than one side to any story. If
prime-time TV and kids on the
school bus get to tell their side,

then an educator or youth leader
certainly deserves the chance to tell
his or her more worthy and whole-
some version. In fact, God expects
i r .

When the people who work wi th
teens receive pressure "not  to  ta lk
about  those awful  th ings,"  impl ied
or  s tated in  that  pressure is  a l i t t le
text  in  Phi l ipp ians that  most  of  us
have heard from childhood uo:

Final ly ,  brethren,  whatevcr is  t ruc,  what-
ever is  honorable,  whatever is  just ,  what-
ever is  pure,  whatever is  lovely,  whatever is
gracious,  i f  there is  any excel lence,  i f  there
is anything worthy of  praise,  th ink about
t hese  t h i ngs  (Ph i l i pp i ans  4 :8 ,  R .S .V . ) . *

But th is  text  does not  mean that
Chr is t ians must  conf ine thei r  d is-
cuss ions  to  ra inbows ,  moun ta ins ,
Mozart  sonatas,  and stor ies about
loyal  dogs.  I f  you th ink i t  does,
just  look around-not  at  the
wor ld,  but  at  the Bib le.  Check
some of  the other  subjects Paul ,
the author  of  th is  text ,  tack led in
his  wr i t ings.  Just  read an out l ine of
h is  F i rs t  Epist le  to the Cor inth ians.
There is not much those people
hadn' t  dabbled in ,  and Paul  was
cer ta in ly  not  shy to ta lk  about  i t .
So what  does th is  mean? Is  incest
lovely? ls  prost i tu t ion pure? ls
d ivorce worthy of  pra ise? In words
that Paul so often used. God for-
bid.

Of  course,  Paul  wasn' t  s tuck on
sordid subjects,  and we shouldn ' t
be,  e i ther .  But  somet imes,  in  order
to be responsib le,  compassionate,
and pastoral-in order to be Chris-
tian-teachers and principals have
to address them. Something gra-
cious and excellent happens when a
young person realizes that the
gospel of Jesus stretches as broad
as l ife, that the grace of God goes
as far as a school bus, and even our
sin. That is something true and
honorable, and we must talk about
i r . I

+From the Revised Standard Version of
the Bible,  copyr ighted 1946,1952 C 1971,
t9'73.
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