
Weeks of Spiritual Emphasis
With Youth Involvement, A Highlight of the year

Bv R. S. Bower

ne of  the h ighl ights of  an
Adventist school year is the

week of  sp i r i tua l  emphasis.  No
school year is complete without
th is  specia l  t ime,  and who bet ter
than senior class students could be
chosen to conduct these programs?

There are many reasons why
seniors should be chosen.  They are
naturally considered by the lower
classes as leaders of the school.
They are looked up to as an exam-
ple to be followed. What better
leadership could they offer than
to be prominently featured in
programs emphasizing spiritual
values?

In planning the programs, the
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students should be guided by a
re l iab le,  sp i r i tua l ly  mature mem-
ber of the staff who can direct
w i t hou t  impos ing  op in ions  upon
the students.  One of  the teachers
or sponsors of the senior class
would be a good choice if his or
her  re lat ionship wi th the students
is natural and positive. The school
chaplain could also be considered.
The students may prefer to choose
their own staff advisor. The main
consideration should be that the
advisor not be imposed upon the
students.

Endeavor to involve every stu-
dent in the class. Only a few wil l
play a leading role. Nevertheless,
there is a place for every class
member to participate in order to
make the program run smoothly.

It may appear that certain students
would automatically be the best
speakers, but allow the class to
choose. They may not make the
choices you would have preferred.
However,  the students know thei r
classmates best, and it is better that
they choose the ones they consider
most acceptable to present the
message to the school. In guiding
the choice, encourage the class to
select both boys and girls to fi l l  the
role of speaker. The number of
speakers could vary according to
how the program is arranged. In
day schools only one speaker a day
may be needed, whereas in board-
ing schools two programs could be
arranged daily-one during the
school day and the other during

(To page 37)
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. "Requiring regular teachers
to leave an 'easily administered'
lesson plan and a seating chart. In
case of lengthy absences, teachers
also should be required to main-
tain a number of lesson plans on
fi le in the administrator's office.

o "A thorough evaluat ion of  a
substitute uv itre administrator
who oversees the program and
the regular  teacher." - Ib id. ,  vo l .
IV ,  No .  28 ,  Ap r i l  3 ,  1985 .

Good ldeas

Making Naw Studr:nt,s
l'cel Wclrcmc

c "A special utupon bolk wus
put together and distributed to all

new student.t at l ' 'airntont S<'hool
in St. Churles, Mo.-the bruin-
slorrn oJ counselor Bob Stutnp./ .
L ,ach pagc of  thc boclk  ent i t les the
chi ld  to something spccia l  dur ing
h i s  o r  he r  f i r s t  two  wccks  i n  t he
school-a f r iend at  l r . rnch,  on the
playground and in thc bus cvery
day ,  l unch  w i th  t hc  counsc lo r ,  a
tou r  o l '  t hc  bu i l d i ng ,  an  c leva to r
r idc wi th the adul t  o f  h is , /her
choicc,  a f rec donut  and a I ' ree cal l
hornc. "-11 Sturt.s in the Cluss-
ror l r ru,  Novernber,  1983.  Repr inted
wi th pernr iss ion I ' rorn I t  Star ts  in
the Clussroonr. Copyright 1983,
Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Rclat ions
Associat ion.

Request for Materials

A smqll Christian college run
by the Nigerian State hos written
to request books. This school
educates teachers for primary and
postprimary schools. Its students
inc lude exper ienced Chr is t ian
leaders from a number of denom-
inations, including Seventh-day
Adventists.

The school requests new or sec-
ond-hand books on theology and
other areas of study. They state
that they need books on all levels,

including good-quality f iction.
Books should be packed securely

and sent by surface mail. Label
packages "gifts" or "second-hand

books" so that the school wil l not
have to pay duty.

Send materials to:
The Principal
L ibrary of  The Col lege of

Chr is t ian Studies
Shuwa
PMB 16 ,  Mub i
Gongola State,  Niger ia.  I

Legal Update
(Continued from poge 35)

th is  would "unduly in ter fere wi th
the maintenance of  the swi f t  and
informal disciplinary procedures
needed in the schools."

Secondly, a search may be un-
dertaken based upon the reason-
ableness of all circumstances of the
search. In determining "reason-

ableness, " school officials must
consider ( I ) whether the search was
justif ied at its inception; and (2)
whether the scope of the search
was sufficiently related to the cir-
cumstances that justif ied the init ial
confrontation.

Such a search wil l be permissible
when the conduct of the teacher or
school official is reasonably re-
lated to the objectives of the search
and  no t  excess i ve l y  i r r t r us i ve  i n
light of the age and sex of the stu-
dent and the nature of the infrac-
t ion.  The goal  is  not  to  unduiy
burden school authorit ies in main-
taining order and yet prevent un-
restrained intrusions upon the
privacy of school children.

Familiarity with the guidelines
set forth by the Supreme Court
may assist Adventist educators in
applying the new legal principles.
A cursory reading of the case, l/ew
Jersey v. T.L.O., which can be
found in volume 105 of the
Supreme Court Reporter at page

733, wil l provide the basic knowl-
edge needed to address a similar
s l tuatron.

Despite the fact that the new
guidelines are not required to be
applied in private schools, we need
to recognize that they do fit within
a  Ch r i s t i an  pe rspec t i ve .  The
Golden Rule is  not  passe in Adven-
t is t  educat ion;  respect  l 'or  ind iv id-
ual  r ights as wcl l  as e lements of
fa i r  p lay should bc adoptcd as pol i -
c ies to help guide educatc l rs  as they
adn' r in is ter  schools.

Specifically, in addressing an
area of concern, such as search of
a pupi l  and/or  the seizure of  s tu-
dent property, Christian educators
must  remain sensi t ive to the funda-
mental  r ights of  pr ivacy to which
all persons-including students-
are entit led. The attention given
those rights in a potentially hurtful
search s i tuat ion,  coupled wi th a
basic awareness of proper legal
procedure, may help to maintain
order without harming the trust
re lat ionship between educators
and students.

Weeks of Spiritual
Emphasis

(Continued Jrom page 22)

the evening worship period. It may
be possible to arrange an early
morning prayer group in boarding
schools,  in  addi t ion to the two
regularly scheduled programs.

The program should not be too
long.  Thi r ty  to 35 minutes is  ade-
quate. A brief program will be
more l ikely to retain student inter-
est and enthusiasm.

Selecting the Theme

The theme of the week should be
selected by the class. Suggestions
may be offered by the staff advisor
if requested by the students, but
the young people should be al-
lowed to make the final decision.
Once the theme has been selected.
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the next item of business is a search
for an appropriate song to accom-
pany the theme. If there is a
songwriter in the group who could
compose an original song, that
would be ideal.

The theme song should be one
that the students wil l love to sing
throughout the whole week and
one they wil l remember for a long
t ime.

Have the theme placed in a
prominent spot above the rostrum.
Letters cut out of styrene foam and
painted in appropriate colors can
be most  ef fect ive.  Var ious mem-
bers of the class can cooperate to
produce these let ters,  which should
be large enough to be visible
throughout  the meet ing room.

Teachers can re inforce the
theme by present ing lessons,  ideas,
and materials in their classes that
wi l l  br ing the concept  to mind.  As
teachers support students in this
way,  the week wi l l  become more
meaningfu l  to  the young people.

Songbook for the Program

Preparing a special songbook is
a must  to assure a successlu l  week.
The students wi l l  not  only  appreci -
ate the book through the week,  but
also as a memento to remind them
of the program. Select members of
the class to be responsibie for com-
pi l ing the songbook,  making sure
that the presentation is adequate
for the occasion. Do not put to-
gether a shoddily prepared book
that wil l cheapen the occasion. It is
better to spend a l itt le more money
and  t ime  than  sk imp  i n  o rgan i z i ng
this important adjunct to the pro-
gram.

The theme and theme song
should be placed in a prominent
position in the songbook, which
should include songs to be sung
during the week, as well as a l ist of
talks that wil l be given. It may be
possible to include a photograph
of each sDeaker with his or her

topic. The cover should feature an
attractive picture or drawing de-
picting the school or the theme of
the week.

Mus i c  shou ld  p lay  an  impor tan r
pa r t  i n  t he  p rog ram.  I nv i t e
students from every class in the
school who can play a musical
i ns t rumen t  o r  s i ng  t o  pa r t i c i pa te
in the song service. With a compe-
tent musical director-either staff
member or student-music wil l be
a h ighl ight  of  the week.  Students '
spec ia l  mus i ca l  p resen ta t i ons
should be arranged throughout  the
p rog ram to  ga in  max imum s tuden t
participation.

An e lement  of  surpr ise in  regard
to the theme chosen, the design of
the songbook, or any special fea-
tures wi l l  he lp to make the week
something d i f ferent ,  a  t ime the
students wil l look forward to
with anticipation. Special features
could include an appropriate fi lm,
a guest speaker, taped messages
from former students,  or  an in ter-
view with a well-known local per-
son.  Of  course,  a l l  specia l  features
must  contr ibute d i rect lv  to  the
theme of  the week.

I t  is  best  to  conduct  the meet ings
in an area that wil l not be used for
any other  purpose dur ing the
week.  l f  the school  has a chapel ,
that  would be the ideal  locat ion.  l l
no chapel is available, an adequate
assembly area should be chosen
that wil l be used exclusivelv for the
program.

Allow the students to decorate
the meeting area with flowers and
g reene ry  t o  make  i t  as  a t t r ac t i ve  as
possible. A l itt le expense in decora-
tion wil l help set a pleasant atmos-
phere for the program.

When Should It Be Scheduled?

Scheduling of the week of spir-
itual emphasis needs to be con-
sidered by each school. In some
places I have found that inserting
the week into the first month or

I r ro of  the school  year  has been
benef ic ia l  to  a l l  s tudents because i t
sets a spi r i tua l  tone and promotes
uni t l  in  the student  body f rom the
rerr  beginning of  the school  year .

In other locations I have found
the program to be most beneficial
during the concluding weeks of the
academic year, as it then acts to
promote spiritual togetherness and
culminat ion of  s tudent  sp i r i tua l
re lat ionships.  Regardless of  when
the special week is scheduled, I
believe it wil l be a blessing to all i f
i t is planned so that it f i ts smoothly
into the school program.

Try to ensure that the students
enter into the week of spiritual
emphasis as naturally as possible.
Do not give the impression that it
is  going to be a week of  "pressur-

iz ing."  Schedule carefu l ly  so that
attendance by the entire school is
assured.  This is  essent ia l .  The
school that prays together stays
together .

Teachers should speak positively
of the scheduled program and
offer any assistance that wil l help
promote i ts  successfu l  complet ion.
As the staff members demonstrate
thei r  commitment  to the impor-
tance of the week by faithful at-
tendance, the students wil l take
the week more seriously. I I all
the students and staff can enter
into the week as a family seeking
the fellowship ol their heavenly
Father ,  then the b less ings of  the
meetings wil l last through eter-
n l ty .

Morning Worships
(Continued from poge l3)

the Lord has led us, and His teach-
ing in our past history." -Life

Sketches, p. 196. Let us insti l l  in
our students a Ioyalty to the church
before Satan gets a chance to
snatch them away through false
doctrines and indifference.
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