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H've ry  t hough t fu l  Ch r i s t i an  pa r -
l - lent ,  church leader,  and educa-
tor realizes that the formation of a
value system by a youth is, in the
long run,  of  more importance than
the transmission of mere informa-
t ion or  the development  of  sk i l ls .
While the latter are necessary, the
former determines the ultimate re-
sul ts  of  educat ion.  El len Whi te has
counseled:

Character  bui ld ing is  the most imporranr
work ever entrustcd to human beings;  and
never before was i ts  d i l igent  study so impor-
tant  as now. Never was any previous gener-
at ion cal led to meet issues so rnomentousi
never before were young men and young
women confronted by per i ls  so great  as con-
front  them today. '

A crucia l  quest ion then is  th is :
How likely are children to accept
the religious values of their parents
and authority f igures and to build
them into their own value systems?
Social learning theory suggests that
since parents possess the power of
both modeling and reinforcement
during the primary years of the
child's socialization, youth are
more l ikely to arrive at values that
are at least somewhat similar to
those of their parents. On the other
hand.  the process of  emancipat ion
that characterizes the passage from
adolescence to adulthood might
lead us to expect that the youth
might reject parental and church
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values as a means of securing a
sepa ra te  adu l t  i den t i t y .

This concern is by no means a
recent one. Wieting reminds us
that :

A rccurrent  focus of  socia l  phi losophy
since Plato 's Republ ic  has been the threat
to society posed by the possib i l i ty  that  the

loung might  not  adopt thc essent ia l  wisdoni

and values of  that  socicty.  a concern
with generat ional  issues is  easy to under
: t a n d .  I I  a  s o c i c t y  i :  t o  e o n t i n u e  i t r  c r i .
tencc beyond one generat ion,  the members
must t ransmit  what they consider to be nec-
essary knowledge and valucs.  The cont inu-
i r y  o l ' a  soe ia l  : y s r cm by  t l e f i n i t i on  r cqu i r cs
transmission between generat ions.)

Of course,  a subject  of  th is  im-
por tance has received considerable

[-ffi &i*t. "dryi ,-

vol,.48, NO. I, OCTOBER.NOVEMBER, 1985

Parcnts can signil icantly inlluence their children's values.

) 7



attention from social scientists.
Researchers such as Acock and
Bengtsonr ;  Feather ' ;  Payne,  Sum-
mers, and Stewart,; Keeleyu; New-
comb and Svehla'; and Wieting'
have generally found a value "gen-

eration gap" with adolescents
being somewhat less traditional
than thei r  parents in  the values that
they hold.

On the other  hand,  s tudies to
establish value similarit ies between
parents and their children have
had mixed resul ts .  A number of
researchersn found agreement be-
tween the generations on stated
values,  but  the re lat ionshio has
often been weak.

A Study of Adventist Families

To our knowledge, however, no
s tudy  had  been  done  compar ing
the stated values of Seventh-day
Advent is t  youth wi th those of  thei r
parents. Such data are hard to
come by, especially on a national
basis .  The purpose of  th is  ar t ic le  is
to repor t  just  such research,  which
we have been engaged in for more
than a year .

Al though the research involves
adolescents and their parents, we
bel ieve i t  wi l l  be of  v i ta l  in terest  to
Adventist teachers as well. The
church has recognized that in a

We hypothesized that
adolescents as o group
are less traditionsl than

their parents in the
values that they hold.

complex society with many com-
peting meaning systems the task of
religious socialization cannot be
accomplished by parents alone.
The church has employed full-t ime
professionals to aid the home in
this mission. Therefore, facil i tat-
ing the development of value sys-
tems by the youth must always be

seen as a joint effort of home,
school, and church. While parents
retain the primary responsibil i ty,
teachers must f ind ways to support
and strengthen the home in the
t ransmiss ion  o f  va lues .

Of particular interest to the pres-
ent study is the work done by
Hoge,  et  a l . 'o  Four measures of
religiosity were collected from 254
complete t r iads ( father ,  mother ,
youth)  drawn f rom Cathol ic ,
Southern Bapt is t ,  and Uni ted
Methodist homes. As might be ex-
pected, the youth were generally
less traditional than their parents.
Relationships across generations
were,  for  the most  par t ,  weak wi th
only one o l  t  he re l ig ious mea-
sures-creedal assent-showing a
consistent  impact  of  fami ly  char-
acteristics on transmission. De-
nomination proved to be a better
predictor of adolescent standards
than did parental values.

We decided to extend Hoge's
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i r h  r w o  m a j o r
changes. First, since the effect
of  denominat ion overpowered the
parental effect, we saw the oppor-
tuni ty  to select  homes f rom just

one denominat ion,  Seventh-day
Adven t i s t ,  a l l ow ing  concen l ra l i on
on the variable of interest: sim-
ilarit ies to parents. Second, we
constructed a more specific value
measure. Indices such as the
Creedql Assent Index are stated in
such general terms that it is doubt-
ful if sufficient variance could be
obtained from the responses of
adherents of conservative denom-
inations to generate significant
findings. We wished to include
i tems about  which Advent is ts
might differ, depending on their
position on a traditional to non-
traditional continuum.

We hypothesized that adoles-
cents as a group are less traditional
than their parents in the values that
they hold. On the other hand,
young people sti l l  resemble their

parents to some extent-more tra-
ditional parents wil l tend to have
more traditional children and less
traditional parents, less traditional
children-even though a gap re-
ma ins  be tween  the  gene ra t i ons .
Further, we hypothesized thar this
relation holds true both for indi-
vidual value items and a scale
created from the items.

In spite of [the
generotionJ gup, youth
tend to resemble their

pqrents in the religious
values they ffiirm.

A five-choice questionnaire was
constructed and labeled the Inter-
generational Value Survey (lVS).
It consisted of 22 value statements
that impinge on the beliefs and be-
haviors of Seventh-day Adventists.
The responses to the individual
items were summed to form a
Value Attitude Scale (VAS). The
complete wording of  the22 i tems is
shown in the box on page 25.  In
addi t ion,  in format ion was col -
lected about baptismal status,
h ighest  grade of  educat ion.  years
in Adventist schools, and sex of
youth.

F rom a  l i s t  o f  Adven t i s t
churches in the United States with
a membership of more than 500,
20 were randomly selected. The
pastor of each was asked to serve
as a l iaison who would give a
packet to 20 high-school-aged
youth in his congregation. The
packet contained three envelopes
-each with a copy of the IVS
clearly marked as youth, mother,
or fother. Each of these persons
was to fi l l  out his or her survey
privately and seal it in the individ-
ual envelope. Then the three enve-
lopes would be sealed in the larger
packet and returned to the pastor,
who would return them to the
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researchers. Since the pastor would
see only sealed envelopes and we
did not know who the people were,
confidentiality was guaranteed.

Some pastors did not follow
through on their commitment, so
four additional churches were
selected. Others found it diff icult
to secure cornplete triads. Data
collection was lengthy, lasting
from June of  1983 unt i l  the end of
January,  1984,  wi th a ser ies of
follow-up letters and scores of
Iong-distance phone calls. Eventu-
ally, surveys were received from a
tota l  of  252 fami l ies.  F ive sets were
disqualif ied for various reasons.
Usable surveys were obtained from
712 indiv iduals in  247 fami l ies
f rom 2l  churches.  Of  these,  218
were complete triads, 26 were
youth-mother dyads, and 3 were
vouth-father dvads.

Similar Yet Different

We found  tha t  Adven t i s t
youths, l ike those who have been
studied in other denominations, do
generally differ from their parents
in the values they affirm. Youths
and fathers have significantly dif-
ferent means on l2 of the 22 indi-
v idual  i tems (a l l  but  No.  2,  3,  5,  7 ,
1 0 ,  1 1 ,  1 5 ,  1 6 ,  1 8 ,  a n d  l 9 ) ,  a s  w e l l

as on the overall VAS. In every
significant difference but one, the
fathers are more traditional than
the youths. The one exception is
item 2l . where the fathers are more
likely to agree that a Christian
might be justif ied in kil l ing under
some circumstances. Youths and
mothers have significantly dif-
ferent means on 19 of the 22 indi-
v idual  i tems (a l l  but  No.  7,  18,
and 21) ,  as wel l  as on the overal l
VAS. Here also, in every signifi-
cant difference the mothers are
more traditional than the youths.

But if youths differ from their
parents in the religious values that
they affirm, they also resemble
them. Youths and fathers are sig-
nificantly correlated on l5 of the
2 2  i t e m s  ( a l l b u t  N o . 4 ,  5 , 7 , 9 , 1 0 ,
15,  and 20) ,  as wel l  as on the over-
all VAS. Youths and mothers are
significantly correlated on l6 of
the i tems (a l l  but  No.  4,  5,  7,  8,  10,
and I  l ) .  as wel l  as on the VAS. For
both sets of dyads all significant
correlations are in the positive
direction. While many of the cor-
relations for individual items are
not strong, the combined items in
the VAS reveal quite powerful rela-
tionships between values of the
you ths  and  l hose  o [  t he i r  pa ren ts .

A use of  mul t ip le regression
analysis revealed that a combina-
tion of three of the variables
formed a st rong predict ion equa-
tion of the scores of youths on the
overall VAS. In order of impor-
tance, they were the VAS of the
mother, the VAS of the father, and
the status of the youth as to church
membership. None of the other
predictors was able to make a sig-
nificant contribution in addition to
those three. In the case of the third
item selected, adolescents who had
been baptized into church mem-
bership were more l ikely to be tra-
ditional than those who had not
made that choice, even though

(To page 4l)

While porents retain the
primory responsibility

[for religious
socia lizat ionJ, teachers

must find ways to
support and strengthen

the home in the
transmission of values.

WORDING OF ITEMS ON
INTERGENERATIONAL VALUE SURVEY

l .  Thc  B ib le  i s  re levant  to  today 's  p rob lems and I  use  i t s  p r inc ip les  in  mak-
ing  dec is ions .

2 .  The Seventh-day  Advent is t  Church  is  Cod 's  t rue  remnant  church .
3. El len White was inspired by God and her writ ings are an authoritat ive

gu ide  fo r  Chr is t ians  today .
4 .  The church  has  an  impor tan t  p lace  in  my l i fe .
5. I  bel ieve that God hears and answers my prayers.
6. A Christ ian should give t i the and offerings before spending any of

his,/her income on other things.
7. People of various races should worship together freely and with equali ty.
8. ln choosing a l i fe profession the most important factor is being of service

to  o thers .
9. Any posit ion that a man holds should be open to a qual i f ied woman.

10. There is no place for alcohol or tobacco in the ful l  and happy l i fe.
11. Recreational drugs such as mari juana should be legal ized.
12. Vegetarianism is preferable as a l i fe-style to meat-eating.
13. The Sabbath should be reserved for devotional and witnessing activi t ies

and not be made a day of general recreation.
14. I t  is al l  r ight to attend the movies i f  the pictures are careful ly selected.
1 5 .  H o m o s e x u a l  b e h a v i o r  i s  a  s i n .
16. I t  is wrong to engage in premarital pett ing.
17. Premarital sexual intercourse is not wrong i f  two people real ly love each

other .
18. Abort ion is never an option for terminating a pregnancy.
19. Divorce is a val id option when marriage is unhappy.
20. A Christ ian should be wil l ing to serve in the mil i tary as long as such ser-

vice does not confl ict with God's commands.
21. Under some circumstances a Christ ian could be just i f ied in ki l l ing

another person.
22. Christ ians should not wear decorative iewelrv-

voL.48,  NO. l ,  OCTOBER.NOVEMBER. l98s



lett ing them know what activit ies
the students from their district are
involved in. When students return
to their home churches and find
that the pastor has shared with the
members what each of them is
doing on campus, this has given
the young people a real boost. We
have also asked pastors to sponsor
Insight subscriptions for students
from their districts who are attend-
ing the academy.

In addition, Elder Litchfield has
edited a Bible teacher's letter, cir-
culated in the Southern Union
Conference,  ent i t led SUBTEX
(Southern Union Bible Teachers'
Exchange), which has encouraged
the sharing of ideas for Bible
teaching in the classroom and
outreach activit ies on academy
campuses.

Each morning, in worship, stu-
dents are given an opportunity to
write a personal letter to a friend
on campus and have it read before
the student body. Several letters a
day are shared, which often deal
with student outreach activit ies
that have overlapped into friend-
ships here on campus.

The results of an active outreach
program are sometimes diff icult to
ascertain. However. I believe that
students on our campus are com-
mitted to an outreach program
and would be disappointed if i t
were not continued. They expect
Wednesday night to be a special
t ime in which there are no in ter-
murals; the gymnasium is open for
general recreation, but the em-
phasis is that Wednesday night is
for students to share, witness, and
give of themselves.

Participants in the outreach pro-
gram have a real feeling of accom-
plishment and are quick to share
their enthusiasm. One of the senior
boys who visited the local public
elementary school as a part of the
Teach-a-Kid program came back
after Valentine's Day with a huge

card signed by all of the youngsters
in the classroom where he worked.
When we shared the card in
chapel, students expressed many
positive feelings about the pro-
gram.

A recent letter from the Gordon
County Department of Family and
Children's Service sums up our
outreach program: "We know that
they [the GCA students] have
freely given of their time and their
energy and enthusiasm to help
others when they could have been
doing something for themselves.
This generosity and love for their
fellowman assures us that today's
youth are not the self-indulgent,
self-centered 'me generation' we
read about. "

Transfer of
Religious Values

(Continued from poge 25)

they had at least one Adventist
parent. "

How shall we interpret these
i indings? Fi rs t ,  ler  us recognize
that as teenagers attempt to "cut

the apron strings" they have a ten-
dency to put some distance be-
tween their values and those of
thei r  parents.  A def in i te  general ion
gap concerning values exists, with
adolescents as a group being less
traditional in the religious values
they hold than are rhei r  parents.
As a group, mothers are the most
traditional, with fathers falling
between youths and mothers.

In spite of this gap, youths tend
to resemble their parents in the
religious values they affirm. While
the youths lean toward the nontra-
ditional end of the scale, they tend
to correlate with their parents on
the traditional to nontraditional
continuum. That is, more tradi-
tional parents tend to have off-
spring who are more traditional
than their peers, although the
youths are less traditional than

their parents. Thus, it is encourag-
ing to discover that parental values
do make a difference-indeed a
most important one-even if par-
ents may often find reason to
doubt this during the struggles of
the separat ion process.

Suggestions for Parents
and Teachers

While this study establishes a
definite relationship between the
values held by youths and those of
their parents, it does not investi-
gate how this parental influence
might be maximized. However,
Hoge, et al ' '  found that transmis-
sion was strongest in families
where the parents had definite reli-
gious beliefs, agreed on them, and
carried out conscious religious
socialization in the home. Trans-
mission was also strongest in
families where parent-child overall
disagreements were small.

Other researchers agree. From
the literature we have surveyed-
some of which we have included at
the end of this article-we might
summarize the factors that are
most  conducive to the t ransmiss ion
of parental values:

I  .  Pa ren ts  t hemse lves  have
strong re l ig ious values.

2. Parents agree with each other
on the content of those values.

3. Parents l ive in harmony with
their stated values.

4. Parents get along well with
each other. They do not often
argue and fight, but l ive in an
atmosphere of marital harmony.

5. Parents operate a democratic
family government, allowing input
from the children and being wil l ing
to explain the reasons for neces-
sary rules.

6. Parents are warm and loving
toward their children and accept-
ing of them.

7. Parents mingle firm control
with high support. Discipline is
love-oriented.
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8. Parents and children get
along well together, rarely arguing
and fighting.

9. Parents actively teach their
religious principles to their chil-
dren.

These conclusions are certainly
in harmony with the findings of
this study. Furthermore, they are
of importance to teachers for at
least two reasons. First, teachers
have the opportunity to help par-
ents learn the attitudes and be-
haviors that wil l maximize the
transmission of religious values.
The process of Christian education

Teachers have the
opportunity to help
psrents learn the

attitudes ond behaviors
thqt will maximize the

transmission of
religious volues.

cannot begin and end with children
i f  i t  is  to  accompl ish i ts  miss ion.  I t
must also include parents.

Secondly, Christian educators
also have the privilege of applying
these principles in their task of
encouraging the development of
values. Translated into the class-
room setting and employed in co-
operation with the Christian home,
there is a high possibil i ty that rhe
new generation wil l come to cher-
ish those religious beliefs that have
given such great meaning to their
parents 'and teachers '  l ives.  I
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Teacher Reaction
(Continued from page l9)

l ines take pot  shots in such a manner at
t hem.

James Cl izbe
Super intendent of  Schocls
Texas Conference of SDA
Alvarado, Texas

c The outhnr responds: "Hiding"? No
-l merely thought rha! Io none myselJ and
my loccttion would be unfair to lhe nearest
academy, though I have observed several.
"Removed 

from the front lines"? Hardly-
I taught at the oc,ademy level, os did nty
spouse, for more than o decade.

I om still profoundly convinced thctt,
though some octivities do provide "fond

memories" and foster a caring teacher-stu-
dent relationship, to have fun and games
interrupt ;family and study time three and

four times every week is unfair to both

Jaculty and students. The sarcastic tone of

one re.spr.trtdent only underlines my fear
thttt our students are not being taught to
res pe t t tt t u de rn ic' pursuil s.

Enjols Computer Column
I  recent ly  completed several  c lasses in

computer sc ience.  I  wish I  knew more.
There are so many ways that  computers can
be used today and in the future.  As a
teacher,  I  feel  that  they can become a most
valuable tool  to increase and enhance in-
s t r ucuon .

When I  recent ly  reread the ent i re 1984-
1985 volume of  the JouxNar I  saved the
art ic les in "Comput ing With Class" for
future reference.  The suggest ions and ad-
v ice could help many teachers and schools
to make wiser choices in the area of  com-
puters.  I  th ink that  the points are wel l
made, and I  hope that  the author wi l l  con-
t inue to wr i te informat ive mater ia ls in th is
area.

Kei th El lsworth
Sylacauga, Alabama

New Insights

I  j u s t  f i n i shed  read ing  "F i nanc ing

Church Col lcges" (December,  1984-Jan-
uary,  1985, issue).  I  d iscovered some ncw
insights into the f inancia l  making of  a col-
lege!

This is  a creat ive scholar ly  thesis,  and the
points are wel l  taken.  I  l iked in parr icular
the proposal  to re-educate donors to focus
more on facul ty enr ichment programs
rather than bui ld ings.  Of course,  i t  would
not  hurt  i f  they did the one wi thout  leaving
the other undone!

Laur ice K.  Durrant
Chairman, Department of  Nursing
Southwestern Advent ist  Col lege
Keene, Texas n

Did I Do All
I Could?

(Continued from poge 7)

Calling for Decisions

Teachers and others who work
with youth can call for decisions in
two ways-on an individual (one-
on-one) basis  or  in  a group s i tua-
tion. The first technique has the
advantage of avoiding peer influ-
ence that often causes young peo-
ple to ignore their true feelings.
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