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Claims for Missing Issues
Have you received all of the recent issues of

the JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUCATION you or your
employer paid for? If not, please send a letter or
E-mail to the Editor, indicating which copies did
not arrive, and missing issues will be sent to you.
Copies that have been lost or misplaced can also
be replaced for a small fee. Contact the Editor,
JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUCATION, 12501 Old Co-
lumbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904 U.S.A. E-
mail: cookec@gc.adventist.org.

Adventists in Poland Plan In-
ternet Home-School 
Program

A plan to establish an experimental Internet
education program for home-schooling has been
welcomed by Poland’s Ministry of Education, ac-
cording to Seventh-day Adventist Church sources
in Poland. Endorsed by the Polish Adventist
Church, a self-supporting foundation was estab-
lished to prepare and operate an open learning
education method based on the Internet. The ven-
ture will aim to reach Polish-speaking children in
the country itself and abroad.

Joe Smoczynski, a businessman and initiator
of the project, says the new venture represents a
partnership between a self-supporting ministry run

by the Adventist Theological Seminary in Podkowa
Lesna, the local church, and the Christian Internet
site, Service Hope.

“Our contacts with the Ministry of Education of-
ficials have been very encouraging in these early
stages of making this project happen,” he says.
“The church has many talented educators and
teachers who will be involved in preparation of the
curriculum, new teaching methodology, and re-
lated issues.”

This open learning system is based on signifi-
cant parental involvement. The new program will
provide the administration, structure, techniques,
material, and teacher involvement in order for par-
ents to guide their children through the compul-
sory educational years.

In its initial stages, the new school will offer a
program for the first three grades of a K-12
schooling. “We hope to be ready in a couple of
years, but the initial stages of creating the project
are behind us,” says Smoczynski.

Educators behind the project say the program
will provide a solution for parents who are com-
mitted to their children’s education but are in cir-
cumstances where they need to stay at home.

Wladyslaw Polok, president of the Polish Ad-
ventist Church, says the combination of the
church’s 100-year-old tradition of home-schooling
and modern technology "will bring us in the fore-
front of compulsory education in Poland.” He says
the project will benefit many sections of society, in-
cluding the thousands of Polish families living
abroad, such as diplomats.

“Our Christian-based open learning method is

going to be the leader showing the standards by
which students should be assessed,” adds Polok.

The school will offer its program to everyone,
but will be based on principles of Adventist educa-
tion, says Dr. Zdzislaw Ples, rector of the Advent-
ist Seminary in Podkowa, Lesna.

“By using the Internet, we can monitor the
progress of the children through custom-written
software and therefore instruct and guide parents
in a way that the government standards are met,”
he says.

“As a parent of four children and two grandchil-
dren, but also as a teacher and minister, I am glad
that we in Poland are setting up an educational
program that emphasizes our Adventist values of
character building,” he says. “The Ministry of Edu-
cation is supporting us wholeheartedly in this proj-
ect.”

The school is expected to be directly regis-
tered with the Ministry of Education as an experi-
mental program. The ministry officials have asked
the foundation to provide the required documenta-
tion for formal approval of the new school. Virtually
all schools are registered in the local district or
county. It is rare for permission to be granted for
an experimental school with a standard govern-
ment education grant. The organizers say that
since they are an Internet school for compulsory
education, they cannot register in the district or
county because they do not fulfill the local legal
educational requirements.

For more information about the Internet site
Service Hope, go to: http://www.nadzieja.pl/.—--
Source: Adventist News Network. ✐

Of Interest to Teachers

A BOOK FOR TODAY ABOUT A MAN FOR ALL TIME.

Messiah, the contemporary adaptation of Ellen
White’s classic work on the life of Jesus has taken
the church by storm. Many have rediscovered a
love for the Savior in the pages of this most
accessible book. Now, the clarity, message, and
power of Messiah can be shared even more
widely in the new, economical, mass-market
paperback edition. This book for today about a
Man for all time is now more accessible to
change more lives.

Come meet, and share, the Messiah.

Find Messiah at your local ABC, 1-800-765-6955. 
Or read a sample chapter first and order online: 
AdventistBookCenter.com
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MESSIAH—NOW IN PAPERBACK!

MESSIAH BY JERRY D. THOMAS   
DELUXE HARDCOVER   0-8163-1845-X   US$19.99, CAN$30.99
NEW PAPERBACK EDITION   0-8163-1978-2   US$8.99,
CAN$14.49
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