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A man was once spending a vacation with a Scottish sheep herder.
 Noticing one day that the herder was uncommonly quiet, the man asked him why. 
The herder replied, “I lost 65 of my best lambs last night.  Wolves got in.” 
The man then asked how many of the older sheep were killed. 
The herder looked at him in surprise and said, “Don't you know that a wolf will never take an old sheep as long as he can get a lamb?”
The famous preacher Charles Spurgeon said, “Take care of your lambs or where will you get your sheep from?”

If a species is going to survive, the young must be protected, otherwise, it will become extinct. 
Currently, there are over 24,000 species that are endangered or threatened by human activities. 
Unless we do something quickly, they will disappear forever and find themselves on the extinct list. 
We must act quickly when any form of life appears on an endangered list because once endangered species become extinct, they are gone forever.

Peter Raven, the director of the Missouri Botanical Garden, believes species are becoming extinct at the rate of 100 per day, which is about 1 species every 15 minutes. 
Jared Diamond, a physiologist at the University of California in Los Angeles, feels that if the present trends continue, at least 50% of all currently existing species will be either extinct or endangered by the year 2050. 
Some estimates indicate that perhaps as much as one-fifth of all the species on earth today will have vanished by the end of the century.

A classic example of this is the Bighorn Sheep. 
The Bighorn Sheep is on the endangered species list and if we do not do all that we can to see that the young lambs not only survive, but thrive, there will be no more Bighorn sheep. 

By now, no doubt you are wondering—“What does endangered species and Big Horn Sheep have to do with a church service on Christian education.”?

Back to Spurgeon’s statement…“Take care of your lambs or where will you get your sheep from?” 
This speaks loudly about our responsibility to care for the young.

Every parent is a shepherd with a flock for whom they are responsible. 
Every pastor is a shepherd with an identifiable flock, and every teacher is a shepherd with a responsibility for a flock of students. 
Every church member is a shepherd, and in this congregation are members of your flock. 
And to each one, I believe, the Good Shepherd says, “Take care of your lambs, or where will you get your sheep from?”

George Barna, who specializes in research for Christian ministries, wrote a book entitled “Transforming Children into Spiritual Champions.” 
In it he stresses the importance of guiding our children in their choice of inviting Jesus into their hearts at a young age. 
His findings show the following: 
· the probability of someone embracing Jesus as their Savior between the ages of 5-12 is 32%

· This drops to 4% for ages 13 to 18

· 6% for those 19 and older

· He also points out that the spiritual moorings of children are in place by age 9

Clearly, it is extremely important to provide our children with opportunity at a young age to accept Jesus. 
We should be thankful that Seventh-day Adventist schools can join hands with the home and church in this critical aspect of guiding our children into a saving relationship with Jesus Christ.

Dr. Haim Ginott says, “Teachers have a unique opportunity to counteract unhealthy influences in a pupil’s early childhood. They have the power to affect a child’s life for better or for worse. A child becomes what he experiences. While parents possess the original key to their offspring’s experience, teachers have a spare key. They too can open up the minds and hearts of children” (Teacher and Child, p. 23). 

Monday through Friday multitudes of yellow buses dot the roads delivering students to classrooms with good equipment, remedial programs, and learning devices all used effectively by teachers schooled in both the methods and psychology of education. 
There is no doubt one may depend on public schools to educate our children scholastically. 
They may even teach the basics of healthful living and a certain degree of ethics. Music, art and physical education are usually masterfully presented. 
We cannot, however, count on them to help with the most vital of all educational aspects. 
The public school system will not, cannot, and can never be expected to, encourage the development of a Christ-like character in the students.
Even if some teachers would like to present Biblical truths, the law does not permit them to do so. 
I am thankful for Seventh-day Adventist educators that introduce our children to Jesus. 

I am thankful for teachers who were a “spare key” to me and are now influential in the lives of my daughters. 
My daughters are my “flock,” and I am thankful that I can serve as their shepherd – they are the flock God has given me. 
But, as a Christian, I also need to look at every child who sits in these pews each week as a member of my “flock.”

At His return Jesus will ask, “Where is the flock that was given you, Your beautiful sheep?” (Jeremiah 13:20). 
And we must answer that question as parents and as members of this church. 
Part of that answer will be determined by how we spend our money.

When we talk about evangelism and Christian education the conversation sooner or later focuses on the almighty “evangelistic dollar.” 
No church has unlimited resources in facilities, money, staff, or volunteers. 
Therefore, to be most effective, it is important that a church focuses its resources and efforts where there is the highest probability of success. 
This is sometimes referred to as “targeting for evangelism.” 
The question that follows is: Who should be targeted?

Probably the most convincing argument for targeting children can be found using data collected by the Barna Institute:

· Only 6% of those over the age of 19 make the decision to follow Jesus (Transforming Children Into Spiritual Champions, Page 34)
According to Barna’s research, people over the age of 19 have only a 6 percent chance of making a faith commitment. 
Only a 6 percent chance! 
And yet, sometimes the largest percentages of our budgets often target the age group over 19. 
We all like a return on our investments and yet, research states, “There is no group in greater need of such investment – or one that pays greater dividends on such investment - than children” (Transforming Children Into Spiritual Champions, Page 14).

Traditionally, the primary purpose of evangelistic efforts has been the conversion of adults.

The prevailing notion is that the “real evangelism” that takes place in churches is defined by what is done with adults. 
I praise God that you as a church support Seventh-day Adventist Christian Education. 
The fact that you have designated a part of your budget to educating your young people shows that you value your lambs.
The greatest window of opportunity that you have to bring someone to the foot of the cross is when they are under the age of 19. 
Wouldn’t you say that this is your target population that we as a church cannot ignore?

Christian education is an effective evangelistic tool that we as a denomination have embraced. 
Our problem is that we do not always use this tool to its maximum potential. 
This tool allows us to “target” our young people. 
And by targeting them, we are making an investment in eternity. 
Educating our young people for eternity must not be secondary or peripheral, but rather primary and central. 
It cannot be financed using leftover funds after every other “need” has been met. 
I have met too many parents who have told me that they cannot afford Christian Education.  
After all, they need a new car, a new house, or those designer clothes. 
Christian education is indeed a sacrifice, but it is a sacrifice that we cannot afford NOT to make.  
Just like the commercial says:

· a new car- $28,000
· a new house- $305,000
· Seventh-day Adventist Christian Education- Priceless!

The price of lambs vary from season to season.

Farmers listen to the radio farm reports to learn the current price of lambs.

The little lambs of Jesus remain priceless as the price that He paid for them was in His own blood. 

“Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold … but with the precious blood of Christ” (1 Peter 1:18 kjv)

“Our efforts to teach and nurture children are an investment in the future – theirs and ours” (Transforming Children Into Spiritual Champions, Page 47).

Notice this powerful statement from Patrick Johnstone:

“If children’s work is neglected you lose the next generation. Ignore children and sacrifice the future” (Rainbows of Hope, August 2004).
Take care of your lambs, or where will you get your sheep from?
Some may argue that it is the parents and not the church that should be responsible for the spiritual development of their children. 
Look at what Ellen White says to underscore the need for churches to assist parents in the Christian education of their children.

She counseled, “While we should put forth our earnest efforts for the masses of people around us, and push the work into foreign fields, no amount of labor in this line can excuse us for neglecting the education of our children and youth” (Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, Page 165).

Also, notice this warning given by Ellen G. White to churches, “God has appointed the church as a watchman, to have a jealous care over the youth and children, and as a sentinel to see the approach of the enemy and give warning of danger. But the church does not realize the situation. She is sleeping on guard” (Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, Page 165). 

Seventh-day Adventist education has had a central place in our denomination since the year 1863. 
As we continue to grow as a denomination we are now reassessing our commitment to it. 
To lose that commitment would have a negative effect on the very foundation of Adventism. 
As we move into the 21st century re-commitment is imperative. 
Adventist education is more important now than ever before in our history.

Ask yourself this question: If I were the enemy…where would I put my energy? 
Any formidable enemy, when deciding to focus on destroying another, would place their energy where it would do the most damage. 
When it comes to destroying the church, the youth would certainly be the enemy’s target population. 
Don’t be fooled!
Satan has great plans for the children in your church. 
He has made them a priority. 
Have you?
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The church school teachers in Minnesota Conference have an ongoing evangelistic campaign every year, 180 days a year, with at least 1080 hours of direct contact a year – working to direct hearts and minds of our children and youth to Jesus Christ.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1My heart overflows with gratitude to God for our Seventh-day Adventist educational system and where God has led us from 1863-2007:
· Schools in 145 Countries

· Over 7,000 Adventist Schools Throughout the World 
·  69,000 Teachers

· 1,337,000 Students 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1As parents and as a church family –  what will your answer be when Jesus looks into your eyes and asks you that heart-wrenching question of the prophet Jeremiah –  “Where is the flock that was given to you, Your beautiful flock?  
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Seventh-day Adventist Christians who believe that we are at this very moment in the midst of a warfare far greater than the war on terrorism – a warfare of great conflict between the forces of good and evil - between Christ and Satan – and now is the time – yes my friends – it is well past the time – in which you and I must choose our absolute loyalty to whom we will yield allegiance to as the Lord of our lives. 
Yes, I believe the time is now that we as Seventh-day Adventist Christians must come to grips with the counsel of Scripture and the Spirit of Prophecy clearly pointing a path for us – a path in which we must view Adventist education not as some expensive or inconvenient option but as an obligation of Christian parenthood and churches carrying eternal consequences. 
Adventist Education is a sacred responsibility in the covenant relationship of Godly parents who’ve been called to heed the counsel of Deuteronomy 6 – to surround our children every moment of every day with teaching that leads them to love the Lord. 
Mrs. White, in an article entitled “Duty of Parents to Their Children,” wrote, “Parents, if you wish to save your children, separate them from the world. It is your solemn duty to watch over your children, to choose the society at all times for them.” (Review & Herald, 1894, page 46)
Take care of your lambs, or where will you get your sheep from?

A reporter, who was covering the conflict in the Middle East, saw a young boy get shot. 
Oftentimes in war-ravaged countries, some children like him know nothing of homework and soccer practice but are instead trained to bear arms for rebel forces as they learn to hunt and kill the enemy.  
Over 300,000 children, like the one shot, serve as child-soldiers. 
After all, the invention of lightweight weapons has made it possible to arm an 8-year-old; besides, children are efficient, cheaper to feed, and more likely to follow orders. 

When the reporter saw this, he threw down his pad and pencil, and stopped being a reporter for a few minutes. 
Ignoring all of the information floating in his head, he rushed to a man who had picked the child up, and helped them both into his car.

As the reporter stepped on the accelerator, racing to the hospital, the man holding the bleeding child said, "Hurry, my friend, my child is still alive."  
A moment or two later, "Hurry, my friend, my child is still breathing."  
A moment later, "Hurry, my friend, my child is still warm."  
Finally, "Hurry, my child is getting cold."

When they got to the hospital, the small child soldier was dead. 
As the two men were washing the blood off their hands and their clothes, the man turned to the reporter and said, "This is a terrible task for me. I must now go tell this child’s father that his little boy is dead."


The reporter was amazed. 
He looked at the grieving man and said, "I thought he was your child."  
The man looked at the reporter and said, "Aren't they all our children?"


That man asked an important question for us to ponder. 
Aren’t they all our children?  
Not only as parents, but as a church, what are we doing for all of our children?  
Are we assuming responsibility for all of them?  
Are we preparing them for battle?

This battle is not to be fought with guns, for it is the battle for each person’s eternal life.  
It is the great controversy between the forces of God and the forces of Satan.  
With what weapons are we arming our young people?  
What type of training are we offering to our army of youth?


Ellen White speaks of this young army with these words, “With such an army of workers as our youth, rightly trained. . . how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and soon-coming Savior might be carried to the whole world!”  (Education, page 271).  

We have an army of youth in our homes, pews, and classrooms week after week.  
It is our responsibility to equip and train them so they may become a mighty force for spreading the good news about their soon returning Savior.

Seventh-day Adventist Christian Education offers that training -- training that will help finish the work that God has called us to do.  
Here in the Minnesota Conference, we have become deliberate about creating schools that combine academic excellence with evangelistic training. 
Our youthful army is not only training to become disciples of Jesus Christ, but is also using those skills to make other disciples.

Our Minnesota army of young people has already been used by God to bring 1,400 souls in India to the waters of baptism, to help clean up the hurricane ravaged Gulf States after Hurricane Katrina, to give Bible studies to their classmates at school, and to participate in various other community service projects locally and abroad.
In 2008, when Mark Finley and his team come to Minneapolis, we will have an army of youth trained to help carry the message.
Following the Apostle Paul’s instructions, Seventh-day Adventist Christian Education arms our young people with the helmet of salvation, the breastplate of righteousness, the belt of truth, the sandals of peace, the shield of faith, and the Word of God.  
With this armor on, they can battle the enemy with assurance of victory.  
Training and equipping every young person in Minnesota with this type of armor is an eternal issue and our utmost responsibility! 

I invite each of you to remember the mission and the non-negotiable commission that God has given to each of us. 
Christian education is a vital part in fulfilling that gospel commission. 
If that man were to ask you -- “Aren’t they all our children?” -- how would you respond?  
Will you accept the challenge of training this army of young soldiers for Jesus?
Take care of your lambs or where will your sheep come from? 
Satan has placed our children on the endangered list.  
Let’s take heed so that they do not appear on the extinct species list.

Church, take care of your lambs or where will the sheep come from that will fill these pews in the future?
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