
Examples of Biblical Lessons from Natural Objects 

Lichen:  (Connects with Fungi, Biomes, Forests, Trees, Teamwork, Body of Christ, Spiritual Gifts) 

Teach students about lichens. Show examples, teach how they specialize to live without soil and in arid 
conditions (rocks, tree bark), and how they cling so tightly to these surfaces. Introduce symbiosis and 
that lichens are actually several types of fungus, cyanobacteria, and/or algae (depending on the species) 
that work together.   

Possible lessons from lichens: 

• Not giving up 
• Sticking close to God like the lichens cling to the tree or rock and are not washed away   
• Teamwork 
• Body of Christ (we have different functions but all are needed) 
• Talents/Spiritual Gifts 
• Unselfishness/Sharing 

 

Blood Root: I use it to teach the Easter Story.   

This flower appears in the temperate forest in North American in the early spring.  It has white flowers, 
leaves with piercings, and red sap.   

The flowers push through the soil each wrapped in a leaf, like Jesus wrapped and in the tomb. Then a 
white flower emerges. This reminds us that Jesus’s death provides for our salvation and that He can 
make us clean in our heart. Each leaf has some holes and a slit. We talk about the nails and spear and 
the marks that Jesus bears. The juice from the plant is red like the blood Jesus shed. Each time I see this 
plant I think of that story, and I hope my students will too. You can adjust this lesson depending on the 
grade. It can lead to a substantial study of the Bible story for older students.   
 
 
Pinecone: This illustration actually came from a grade 5 student. I had modeled and provided practice.  
He found this idea on his own.   

The pinecone starts closed up to hide the seeds. Squirrels pull it apart to get at the yummy seeds. My 
student observed that the pinecone is like the Bible. It is beautiful and we can learn about it just by 
seeing it. However, we have to work hard and dig into the scripture if we want to get the deeper 
meanings in the same way that the squirrels have to work to get the real food inside the cones.   
 
 
Note: Students and adults start as novices. The first answers you and your students may come up with 
are God made it; It shows God’s design; The many kinds show God loves diversity; It reminds us of 
creation. These are all a great start, but encourage yourself and your students to look deeper. 
 

 


