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Introduction

The SDA Religion Achievement Test is a series of five tests administered in grades 4, 6, 8, 10,
and 12, measuring cognitive objectives of the SDA Religion (Bible) curriculum for grades 1-12.
The 4th grade test covers content for 4 years and the other tests cover content for 2 years. There
are 90 items each for grades 4, 6, and 8 and 110 items each for grades 10 and 12.

While much of this report is organized around the 27 SDA Fundamental Beliefs, and while
items related to each belief were included on each test, the tests were not designed to directly
measure understanding of the beliefs, but of the total Religion curriculum of which the beliefs
were a part. For each test, in addition to a total score, subscores are reported by textbook,
taxonomy level, and grade level (where appropriate).

This report will first describe the philosophy and development of the tests and their use over
the past four years. Then results will be reported for each of the five tests for three
combinations of items: total score, subscores by grade, textbook and taxonomy level, and
combining items related to each SDA Fundamental Belief. Then individual item results will be
presented.

Results will be reported for four groups of subjects: the total group, students in each year
tested, students from different groups based on SDA home background to measure "home
effect”, and students from different groups of SDA school background to measure "school
effect".

The concluding sections will give curricular implications and recommendations.

Test Philosophy

For years nationally normed tests have been developed in response to the need of schools to
measure important areas of the educational progress of students. Although there are often
significant assessment needs that are unique to local schools, most schools also desire information
aboutachievement on a nationally recognized set of objectives. The Seventh-day Adventist (SDA)
Religion Achievement Test was designed to evaluate the attainment of "nationally recognized"
cognitive objectives of the SDA Religion curriculum. This unique need of the SDA educational
system cannot be met by other tests currently available.

The SDA church has realized the importance of developing curriculum materials and teaching
methods and evaluating achievement to prepare students who can function properly in today's
complex society. In North America, the responsibility for this process has been placed on the local
school with the curriculum provided and/ or coordinated by the North American Division (NAD)
of Seventh-day Adventists. In recent years more attention has been devoted to providing schools
with more effective teaching tools. Having given attention to curriculum development and
teaching tools, the need for a standardized test for evaluation is evident.

The SDA Religion Achievement Test focuses on the information needed by students to understand
the Bible and church doctrines which are basic for decisions to accept Christ as their Savior and to
join the SDA Church.

The primary purpose of measurement is to provide information which can be used for curriculum
development and improvement of instruction. Measurement has value to the extent that it results
in better decisions which directly affect students. In general these decisions apply to curriculum
design, textbook development, selection of objectives, learning procedures, modification of the
learning environment, and the responses that each school makes in attending to the various needs
and characteristics of students.



The SDA Religion Achievement Test provides for the comprehensive measurement of growth in
the knowledge and understanding of the Bible and the application of biblical principles. The
information provided by the test is crucial in educational development because it aids in
determining the extent to which students can profit from additional study, differential placement
or adjustment of the curriculum. Periodic measurement ofthe growth of students is essential for
effective guidance ofindividual students and the evaluation ofthe effectiveness ofthe curriculum
and the instructional program.

The specific purposes for which the SDA Religion Achievement Test was designed were:

1. Todeterminethelevelofachievementofeach studentin the Religion curriculum to better
develop curriculum materials and instructional procedures to meetindividualneeds and
abilities.

2. To provide information to use in making administrative decisions in curriculum design
and development.

3. To determine the relative effectiveness of alternate methods of instruction and the
conditions which determine the effectiveness of various instructional procedures.

4. To provide a standard to depict what is expected of each student and to provide
opportunity for feedback which will indicate progress toward suitable individual goals.

5. Toreport achievement to parents, students and the church membership in meaningful
and objective terms.

6. Todiagnosestrengthsand weaknessesin group performance which haveimplications for
changes in curriculum, instructional procedures, or emphasis.

7. To diagnose specific strengths and weaknesses in a student's interpretation and
understanding of the Bible.

Test Development

The conceptofthe development ofan SDA Religion achievement test given at each grade level was
presented to the NAD Curriculum Committee in 1979 by the Lake Union Conference. In 1981 after
aformalpresentation by arepresentative from atesting company,the NAD Curriculum Committee
voted not to become involved in developing a Religion achievement test at that time. Expenses for
development and a concern by some members of the committee about the use of the test results
were stated reasons for the lack of pursuing the test development for the division.

In 1983 the Lake Union and Southern Union Conferences began dialogue about the possibility of
cooperatively developing an SDA Religion achievement test. The Lake Union Conference K-12
Curriculum Committee supported the concept in 1980 and the Southern Union Advisory took
action to support the idea in 1982. After further study, consideration of cost and other priorities
were identified and the idea was again postponed.

Continuing needs in the educational system generated further discussion ata joint Lake Union and
Southern Union meeting on April4,1986. It wasthen decided to establish a study committee made
up of two elementary teachers, two secondary religion teachers, two college teachers, and three
union conference personnel. This committee met on September 10 and 11, 1986, to determine the
possible needs, objectives, methods for development, and financial possibilities for such a test. Dr.
Jerome Thayer from the Center for Statistical Services of Andrews University and a representative
from a testing company made presentations and proposals.

After considerable discussion, it was voted to accept the responsibility for test development and
to re-establish the study committee as a steering committee for the test project. Concerns which
prompted this action were:



1. The undetermined amount of biblical knowledge of students gained from Religion
classes.

The attitudes and lifestyles of students after taking Religion classes.

The variety of methods being used to teach Religion.

The inconsistent use of the NAD-prepared Religion textbooks.

The lack of professional preparation found in some Religion teacher's training.

The present approach, organization, and volume of material found in denominational
textbooks.

7. The fact that Religion is one of the few subjects not evaluated by a standardized test.
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The steering committee voted to appoint Dr. Jerome Thayer as project director and establish a
contract with the Center for Statistical Services of Andrews University to develop the achievement
test and to provide scoring services.

The test would be given each year in the spring to students in grades 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12. The test
would have two parts to be given on two consecutive days. The parts would be 30 minutes each
for the elementary grades and 40 minutes each for the secondary grades.

The primary aim of the test would be to evaluate the level of cognitive content retention of each
student to provide information to be used for administrative evaluation of curriculum. However,
there would be results reported for individual students. In addition to the total score, subscores
and item results would be reported. Group reports would be made at the school, conference,union
and division levels.

Development ofthe test started by appointing teachers to a Test Objective Committee for each test
level. Each committee compiled the most important objectives from the SDA Religion textbooks
to form a common base of knowledge upon which to construct the test items for that test level.
Over 3500 objectives were initially compiled. Objectives concurrently being developed by the
NAD 9-12 Religion Curriculum Guide Committee were later added for consideration.

An initial pool of over 1900 test items were written by teachers from each test level using the
following criteria.
1. Items would be based on objectives developed by the Test Objective Committees.
2. Items would be written at knowledge, understanding and application levels of Bloom's
Taxonomy of Educational Objectives.

The objectives were then sent to all elementary and secondary Religion teachers in the two unions
to be rated in terms of importance for the Religion curriculum at the grade level for which the
objective was designed. Responses from over 200 teachers were received. The following criteria
were used to write additional items.
1. Objectives rated as very important by teachers should have items based on them.
2. Each ofthe 27 Fundamental Beliefs of the SDA church should have an item based on it at
each test level.

The pool of items was reduced to approximately 1,000 items by eliminating primarily those items
which were based on objectives rated as not important by teachers or those not related to a
Fundamental Belief of the church. The items were divided into four test forms at each test level
and in May 1988, each form was given to a minimum of 30 students in at least two classrooms.
Tests were taken by approximately 200 students from 11 schools. Theresults from thistesting were
analyzed for item difficulty, discrimination, and response pattern, and for item bias due to gender
or racial/ ethnic background. The teachers who administered the items also gave feedback from
theirreading oftheitemsand from responses their students gave while taking the items. The items
were also reviewed by five Religion professors from Andrews University to evaluate theological
accuracy and relevance to a Fundamental Belief.
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Selected teachers, two per test level, met with the project director in August and September of 1988

toreduce the item pool to approximately 700 items. The criteria used for this screening included:
1. Content related to important objectives

Appropriate reading level

Relationship to a Fundamental Belief

Appropriate item difficulty

Proper item discrimination

Desirable response pattern

Freedom from item bias due to gender or racial/ ethnic background

Nk W

Three forms for each test level were constructed from the remaining items. During the fall of 1988,
these tests were given to a minimum of 30 students each in at least two classes. Tests were taken
by approximately 500 students in 7 schools. The results from this testing were again analyzed for
item difficulty, discrimination, and response pattern.

Selected teachers, two per test level, met with the project director in October 1988 to choose the
final testitem poolofapproximately 500items. Additional criteria used for this selection included:
1. Each test would include at least one item for each Fundamental Belief.
2. Each test would have an appropriate number of items for each grade level.
3. Each test would have an appropriate number of items measuring the knowledge,
understanding and application taxonomy levels.

At each step in the development process schools were selected which had not participated in the
previous testing and teachers were selected who did not have prior contact with the test. This was
done in order to obtain a wide range of input for the test. During the development of the test, the
steering committee met each spring and fall and gave guidance and approval of each step. Final
review of the tests by the steering committee occurred in October 1988.

Test Implementation
The SDA Religion Achievement Test has been part of the regular testing for all schools in the Lake
and Southern Unions from 1989 to 1992. The tests are administered each year in the spring. In
1991 and 1992 other selected conferences and schools in the Columbia, Pacific, and Atlantic Union

conferences also participated in the testing program.

The number of students tested in each year for each grade is reported in Table 1.

Table 1
Number of Students Tested Per Year
Year Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
1989 1198 1220 1137 764 671
1990 1046 1037 971 535 369
1991 1495 1440 1367 799 721
1992 1473 1489 1476 780 527
Total 5212 5186 4951 2878 2288




Analysis Procedures

Since some conferences did not test the first two years, only results from the conferences in the
Lake and Southern Unions were used to test differences in achievement over the four years. The
number of students tested each year are reported in Table 2.

Table 2
Number of Students Tested Per Year for Lake and Southern Unions

(used in Year Comparisons)

Year Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12

1989 1198 1220 1137 764 671
1990 1046 1037 971 535 369
1991 1253 1202 1141 680 656
1992 1227 1245 1240 734 515

While most schools in these conferences tested each year in grades 4, 6, and 8, schools did not test
consistently through the years in grades 10 and 12. Many academies only tested 1 or 2 of the four
years. Particularly in 1990 and 1992 many academies did not test.

The items identified as having a "year effect" were those where there was a large change from 1989
to 1992. Two types of year effects were found. Some items changed consistently over the four
years, some going up and some going down. Other items had a sudden change occurring in only
one year.

To test for effects of SDA home and school background, only results from 1990 to 1992 were used.
Students were not asked the question related to SDA home background in 1989. To try to separate
the SDA home and school effects an attempt was made to control for the school effect when
evaluating the home effect and to control for the home effect when evaluating the school effect.

Students were divided into three groups to study the home effect:

low -- neither parent is now or has ever been an Adventist

medium -- oneorboth parentsisnow or hasbeen an Adventist but neither has been an
Adventist for more than half of the child's life

high -- at least one parent is now or has been an Adventist and has been an Adventist

for more than half of the child's life

While results from all three groups are reported, to test for a "home effect" only the low and high
groups were compared. The number of students in each of the three groups for each grade is in
Table 3.

Table 3
Number of Students for each SDA Home Background Group
Group Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
Low 105 140 139 47 34
Medium 92 110 103 76 60
High 233 278 251 156 119




Students were divided into three groups to study the school effect. Table 4 gives the number of
years in an SDA schoolused to define the groups and Table 5 gives the number of students in each
group. While results for all three groups are reported, to test for a "school effect”" only the low and
high groups were compared.

Table 4
Number of Years of SDA Education for each SDA Schooling Group
Group Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
1-2 1-3 1-4 1-6 1-8
Low Mean = 1.57 Mean = 2.02 Mean = 2.74 Mean = 3.78 Mean = 5.12
Medium 3 4-5 6-7 7-9 9-11
High 4 6 8 10 12
Table 5
Number of Students for each SDA Schooling Group
Group Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
Low 233 278 251 156 119
Medium 179 291 388 184 132
High 1076 955 877 492 330

While studying the home effect, the school effect was partially controlled by only using students
from the group with the lowest number of years of SDA schooling. While studying the school
effect, the home effect was partially controlled by only using students from the group with the
highest SDA home background.

This resulted in the high SDA home group and the low SDA school group having the same
subjects. This allows a progression to occur between three groups to evaluate the home and school
effects together:

Group 1 -- low SDA home/ low SDA school

Group 2 -- high SDA home/ low SDA school

Group 3 -- high SDA home/ high SDA school (called the high SDA home/ school group).

The difference between groups 1 and 2 is a measure of the SDA home effect. The difference
between groups 2 and 3 is a measure of the SDA school effect.

The group of students with high SDA school and low SDA home background was not studied.
There were too few students from non-SDA homes who attended an SDA school for all of their
schooling.

While there was an attempt to control for the school and home effects, other factors may have had
an impact that could not be controlled. It may be that the groups were not equal in academic
ability. One group may have been lower in achievement not because of the home or school
background differences but for ability differences in the groupsthat were not controlled. Evidence
in other studies suggests that students in the high SDA home/ school group may be higher in
academic ability that those in the other groups.



Test Results -- Overall

Tables 6-10 report the mean percent correct for the total score and the subscores based on the
textbook each item was related to. In each table, the mean percent correct for the high SDA
home/ school group is given in parentheses following the percent correct for the total group.

The overall percents for the total scores over the five grades ranged from 61-70%. There was no
attempt to equate the difficulty of the tests so these percents should not be compared across the
grades.

The mean percent correct for the scores by textbook ranged from 52-74% over the five grades.
Within each grade the range of the means between the textbooks was at least 9% for all grades
except grade 6.

Since results were for a four year period, each book in the curriculum was covered once or twice
in the two or four years covered by each test.

Table 6
Mean Percent Correct for Grade 4
Total Group and the High SDA Home/ School Group

Score Percent Correct
Total 67 (73)
How It All Began 73 (78)
When God Chose a People 66 (73)
God's Messengers 67 (73)
Walking in His Steps 63 (69)
Table 7

Mean Percent Correct for Grade 6
Total Group and the High SDA Home/ School Group

Score Percent Correct
Total 61 (67)
What Shall I Live For 62 (67)
God is Like This 61 (68)




Table 8
Mean Percent Correct for Grade 8
Total Group and the High SDA Home/ School Group

Score Percent Correct
Total 70 (76)
God is the Victor 63 (70)
In His Likeness 74 (80)
Table 9

Mean Percent Correct for Grade 10
Total Group and the High SDA Home/ School Group

Score Percent Correct
Total 64 (68)

Grade 9 67 (71)
God, Adam and You 64 (69)
God and Your Family 57 (60)
God's Style of Life 73 (77)
God So Loved You 67 (72)

Grade 10 61 (65)
My Kind of People 57 (61)
Gathered to Scatter 69 (73)
A Closer Walk 62 (67)
Moving Out 55 (58)




Table 10
Mean Percent Correct for Grade 12
Total Group and the High SDA Home/ School Group

Score Percent Correct
Total 63 (65)

Grade 11 60 (63)
More Power to You 64 (68)
Anchored 52 (54)
A Saviour to Share 67 (69)
Tomorrow 58 (60)

Grade 12 67 (70)
For His Glory 61 (64)
Your Career 74 (78)
Fullness of Joy 69 (73)
Making Friends for Eternity 68 (70)

The mean percent correct for items classified according to taxonomy levels of factual,
understanding, and application are reported in Table 11 for the total group and the high SDA
home/ school group. Only small differences were found between the taxonomy levels with the
application items being the highest at each grade level except grade 4.

Table 11
Mean Percent Correct by Taxonomy Level
Total Group and the High SDA Home/ School Group

Taxonomy Level Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
Factual 68 (75) 57 (63) 69 (75) 61 (65) 61 (64)
Understanding 67 (72) 62 (68) 67 (73) 65 (70) 63 (65)
Application 68 (72) 65 (71) 77 (83) 69 (73) 69 (71)

Tables 12and 13 givethe number ofitems at each grade level for varying degrees of percent correct
for the total group and the high SDA home/ school group. A wide range of percent correct levels
existed at all grades. A large percent of the items had over 80% percent correct level and a small
percent below 40%.



Table 12
Item Percent Correct

Total Group

Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 | Grade 12 Total
Percent Correct N Pct N Pct N Pct N Pct N Pct N Pct
0-19% 0 o0 1 1 0 0 0 o0 1 1 2 0
20-39% 6 7 12 13 5 6 8 7 10 9 41 8
40-59% 23 26 26 29 19 21 29 26 34 31 131 27
60-79% 35 39 37 41 39 43 54 49 43 39 208 42
80-100% 26 29 14 16 27 30 19 17 22 20 108 22

No. of Items | 90 90 90 110 110 490

Table 13

Item Percent Correct
Students in High SDA Home/ School Group

Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 | Grade 12 Total
Percent Correct N Pct N Pct N Pct N Pct N Pct N Pct
0-19% 0 o0 1 1 0 0 0 o0 2 2 3 1
20-39% 2 2 7 8 5 6 9 8 8 7 31 6
40-59% 19 21 19 21 13 14 21 19 26 24 98 20
60-79% 29 32 40 44 24 27 49 45 48 44 190 39
80-100% 40 44 23 26 48 53 31 28 26 24 168 34
No. of Items | 90 90 90 110 110 490

Table 14 reports results by Fundamental Belief. For this report beliefs 2 (Godhead) and 3 (God the
Father) were combined and beliefs 4 (God the Son)and 9 (Jesus) were combined. Itemsnot related
to abeliefwere analyzed together asa group in thisreport. The number ofitems per Fundamental
Belief varied widely from 5 items (1/ grade) related to Fundamental Belief 27 (The New Earth) to
67 items related to Fundamental Belief 10 (The Experience of Salvation). There were 114 items that
were classified as not directly related to a belief.

The median percent correct for the items across all five grades is reported along with the lowest
and highest percent correct for the items for each Fundamental Belief.

The Fundamental Beliefs are ranked in order of the median percent correct. The medians range
from 43%-82%. The lowest beliefwas The Heavenly Sanctuary which had amedian 7% below that
of the next lowest belief. While there is a great difference between the medians of the top and
bottom beliefs, it is important to note that there is at least one item related to each beliefabove 75%
and at least one item related to each beliefbelow 56%. Later in this report, the items for each belief
will be examined to evaluate what aspects of each belief are well understood and which are not.
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Table 14
Item Percent Correct by Fundamental Belief

Median Lowest Highest

Number Percent Percent Percent

Fundamental Belief of Items Correct Correct Correct
11. The Church 6 82 26 87
16. Spiritual Gifts & Ministries 9 81 54 87
2/ 3. The Nature of God 14 80 46 88
24. The Second Coming of Christ 17 77 33 91
21. Christian Behavior 17 76 21 88
14. Baptism 8 73 33 92
19. The Sabbath 15 73 39 94
5. The Holy Spirit 9 72 47 82
1. The Holy Scriptures 11 71 43 92
22. Marriage and the Family 21 69 44 86
7. The Nature of Man 15 68 35 85
25. Death and Resurrection 8 68 48 85
Items not directly related to a belief 114 68 25 94
10. The Experience of Salvation 67 67 16 93
6. Creation 7 67 55 81
4/ 9. The Son 22 66 23 93
26. The Millennium & The End of Sin 10 65 36 78
8. The Great Controversy 23 65 30 88
17. The Gift of Prophecy 9 63 45 76
20. Stewardship 11 59 37 89
13. Unity in the Body of Christ 8 58 53 77
27. The New Earth 5 55 44 82
18. The Law of God 20 54 38 88
12. The Remnant and Its Mission 16 54 28 89
15. The Lord's Supper 7 50 46 76
23. The Heavenly Sanctuary 21 43 21 79
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Year Differences

The difference between the total mean percent scores for the four years were tested for significance
and only in grade 12 was a significant difference found. In grades 4, 6, 8 and 10, the largest
difference between the mean of the lowest year and the mean of the highest year was about 1%.
The results are found in Table 15. Since the schools testing in grade 12 varied so much from year
to year, difference between the years is not meaningful. Some of the academies that did not test
for grade 12in 1990 and 1992 (the two lowest years) were those with the highest means in the years
they tested.

Differences between each of the subscores (by textbook and taxonomy level) were also examined
and similar results were obtained. These results are not reported in this report.

Table 15
Total Percent Correct by Year

Year Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
1989 67.04 61.22 69.72 65.00 65.15
1990 68.05 61.09 69.75 63.94 61.54
1991 66.72 60.72 69.75 63.91 63.67
1992 67.78 60.34 69.55 64.31 60.03

p .19 .58 .99 .53 .00

The differences from 1989 to 1992 were also examined by Fundamental Belief with the results
shown in Table 16. The items related to Fundamental Belief 22 (Marriage and the Family) had the
largest decline. Most ofthe items related to this beliefare tested in grade 12 which had a big drop
from 1989 to 1992 in overall mean percent correct. Since the schools testing in grade 12 were not
the same this needs to be considered in this interpretation.

After omitting the itemsnot directly related to a belief, there was no significant correlation between
the ranking of the median percent correct (from Table 14) and the ranking of the mean percent
correct change (from Table 16) for the beliefs. This indicates that those beliefs with the lowest
median percent correct were no more likely to increase or decrease over the four years than the
beliefs with the highest median percent correct. Fundamental Belief 15 (The Lord's Supper) had
the largest gain while it was next to the bottom in overall mean percent correct (Table 14). Ofthe
lowest 7 beliefs (those with median percent correct below 60%) 4 were among the worst 9 in terms
ofchange. These were Stewardship, The Heavenly Sanctuary, The Remnant and Its Mission, and
The New Earth. These are areas that are lower than average and decreasing faster than the others.
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Table 16
Year Differences by Fundamental Belief

Percent Correct Change
Fundamental Belief 1989 to 1992

15. The Lord's Supper +1.43
13. Unity in the Body of Christ +0.50
14. Baptism +0.38
19. The Sabbath -0.20
17. The Gift of Prophecy -0.56
10. The Experience of Salvation -0.63
18. The Law of God -0.70
Items not directly related to a belief -0.89
1. The Holy Scriptures -0.91
7. The Nature of Man -1.07
5. The Holy Spirit -1.11
4/ 9. The Son -1.18
11. The Church -1.33
8. The Great Controversy -1.35
2/ 3. The Nature of God -1.43
6. Creation -1.71
25. Death and Resurrection -1.75
20. Stewardship -1.82
23. The Heavenly Sanctuary -1.86
21. Christian Behavior -2.12
16. Spiritual Gifts & Ministries -2.56
12. The Remnant and Its Mission -2.56
26. The Millennium & The End of Sin -2.70
24. The Second Coming of Christ -3.47
27. The New Earth -3.60
22. Marriage and the Family -4.43

The difference in response patterns (percent giving each response -- A, B, C, D) for each item over
the four years were tested for significance. 20% of'the items across the five grades had significant
differences. While an analysis wasnotdone, a test of the difference in percent correct over the four
years or between the first and last year would have likely given a higher number of significant
differences. The number of significant differences (those with p<.01) are reported in Table 17.
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Table 17

Yearly Change in Response Pattern

Number of Significant Differences
Grade (p<.01)

4 30 (33%)

6 15 (17%)

8 16 (18%)

10 6 (5%)

12 31 (28%)
Total 98 (20%)

With the large sample size small differences are frequently significant. The size of the differences
in percent correct between 1989 and 1992 are reported in Table 18. Only 18 items had a change of
10% or more, 14 items dropped at least 10% and 4 items went up at least 10%.

Table 18
Number of Items Changing
Percent Change

1989-1992 Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 | Grade 12 Total
-10 or less 2 0 2 0 10 14
-9to +9 86 90 87 109 100 472
+10 or more 2 0 1 1 0 4

Range of % | -12to +18 -6 to +8 -14to+10 | -9to +10 -14 to +4

The items with meaningful patterns are reported below. Items that had a large increase between
1989 and 1992 were oftwo types, those thathad a steady increase over the four years and those that
had a sudden increase in 1992.

In listing items throughout the remainder of this report, the number for each item will have three
parts, the grade, the part of the test (A or B) and the item number in the part. The first item listed
below (8A10) is the 10th item in part A of the grade 8 test. The correct answer for each item is
underlined.

Seven items had a steady increase totalling at least 6% over the four years. Three items are from
grade 8 and 3 from grade 10.

Items With Yearly Changes

Items With a Steady Increase From 1989 to 1992
8A10. What word would best describe the role of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary?

A) mediator
B) judge
C) prophet
D) servant
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8A44. If you see some of the adults from church coming out of a bar, what would be an appropriate reaction?
A) Be thankful that you are a better Christian than they are.
B) Tell the pastor about what they are doing wrong.
C) Realize that church membership doesn't mean a person is perfect.
D) Quit going to their church since it hasn't helped them.

8B23. What does Christ's death on the cross say about your personal value?
A) You're valuable when you're good.
B) Your value depends on whether or not you accept Jesus.
C) You have more value than anyone can imagine.
D) You're not very valuable at all since Christ had to die because of you.

8B42. The foot-washing service is done to:
A) show our need for forgiveness
B) make us worthy to partake of the bread and wine
C) make us embarrassed about our sinfulness
D) remind us of our need to serve others

10A23. In the plan of salvation, baptism:
A) is a public statement of faith
B) is for those who have demonstrated their worthiness for church membership
C) leads to a right relationship with Christ
D) should occur when one has overcome all one's known sins

10A27. Sanctification could best be defined as:
A) growing more like Christ
B) an instant transaction
C) forgiveness for sin
D) undeserved love

10A41. Robert is highly respected by his friends. Which behavior on his part gives the strongest indication of a saving friendship
with Christ?
A) He is generous with his time and means.
B) He enjoys talking of the love of Jesus.
C) He carefully avoids even the appearance of evil.
D) He is neat and organized in his lifestyle.

Eight items had a sudden increase in 1992 (at least 10% over 1991 with a 4-year increase of 6%).
All are grade 4 factual items related to the Old Testament.

Items With a Sudden Increase in 1992
4A10. Why did the Israelites have to wander in the wilderness for forty years?
A) They had lost their way.
B) They had killed Caleb and Joshua.
C) They had enemies who chased them into the wilderness.
D) They had rebelled against the Lord.

4A19. God remembered His friend Moses in a special way when He:
A) raised Moses to life and took him to heaven
B) raised Moses to life and let him lead Israel into Canaan
C) took Moses to heaven without seeing death
D) let Moses watch the Israelites march into Canaan

4A21. On what day were the Israelites to gather a double amount of manna?
A) Thursday
B) Friday
C) Sabbath
D) Sunday

4B11. What did God send to guide the journey of the Hebrews in the wilderness?
A) a star
B) acloud
C) arainbow
D) an angel

4B19. What happened when Balak asked Balaam to curse the Israelites?
A) Balaam cursed the Israelites stronger than Balak wanted him to.
B) Balaam refused to speak at all.
C) Balaam's curses were all blessings.
D) An angel closed Balaam's mouth.
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4B20.

4B26.

4B31.

What was the last plague that fell upon Egypt?
A) darkness

B) locusts

C) the oldest son in every family died

D) Pharaoh died

How did the two spies know where to find Rahab?
A) She set a lighted candle in her window.

B) She hung a golden curtain at her window.

C) She hung a scarlet cord in her window.

D) She placed a silver jewel in the window.

How are the last six commandments different from the first four? The last six commandments show our love for:
A) our parents
B) our friends

C) other people
D) God

There was a steady decrease over the four years for 24 items (at least a 6% increase in grades 4-10
or at least a 10% increase in grade 12). The items for grades 4 and 6 are all factual while the items
in grades 8, 10 and 12 cover a wide range of beliefs.

Items With a Steady Decrease From 1989 to 1992

4A34.

4A38.

4B16.

4B32.

4B33.

4B38.

4B41.

6B22.

After Daniel and his friends had eaten a simple diet for ten days they:
A) became weak and frail

B) said they would eat the king's food

C) looked healthier than the others

D) became quite overweight

Why was Jesus able to answer all of Satan's temptations in the wilderness?
A) He was smarter than Satan.

B) God told Him the words to say.

C) He could read Satan's mind.

D) He had studied and memorized Scriptures.

Who was the first king of Israel?
A) David

B) Samuel

C) Saul

D) Solomon

Why did Herod want the wise men to tell him where they found baby Jesus?
A) He wanted to worship the baby Jesus.

B) He wanted to send soldiers to protect the baby.

C) He wanted to help Jesus' family escape to another country.

D) He wanted to kill anyone who would try to take over his throne.

Why were Daniel's three friends thrown into the fiery furnace?
A) They tried to break down a golden image.

B) They would not bow down to a golden image.

C) They told others not to bow down to a golden image.

D) They said untrue things about King Nebuchadnezzar.

What was the first miracle Jesus performed?
A) healing a crippled man

B) making a blind man see

C) turning water into wine

D) raising a child from the dead

At Jesus' baptism God showed His acceptance of His Son by a:
A) pillar of fire

B) rainbow

C) clap of thunder

D) dove-like form of light

When Jacob was tired, hungry, lonely, and felt forsaken by God on his journey to Haran, what did God do to show His love
and care for Jacob?

A) Sent angels to feed him.

B) Provided some companions to travel with him.

C) Gave him a camel to ride the rest of the journey.

D) Spoke to him in a vision or dream.
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8A23.

8B6.

8B37.

10A7.

10A39.

10B14.

10B27.

10B34.

12A29.

12A39.

12A42.

12B6.

As you grow in your love for Jesus, how will you feel about good works?

A) When you love God, good works just naturally happen.

B) Since you're saved, God does not care whether you do good works or not.
C) Works help you stay in good standing with God.

D) Good works show people that you are a Christian.

Which of the following is a reason Jesus has not returned to take us to heaven?
A) He won't return until the time prophecies have been fulfilled.

B) God hasn't told Jesus when He's to return.

C) World War III hasn't taken place yet.

D) He is waiting for us to reflect His character.

Why do the righteous have to go through the "time of trouble" after the close of probation?
A) because they must witness to the wicked

B) so Satan can have a chance to tempt them

C) so they can perfectly reflect God's character

D) so they will experience the plagues

Which of the following is a characteristic of true love?
A) It develops rapidly.

B) It is guided by principle.

C) It is determined and unbending.

D) It highly values good looks.

What similarity is there between the covenant God made with Israel and the baptismal vow today?
A) Both separate God's people from the world.

B) Both are ratified by sprinkled water.

C) Both assure salvation.

D) Both commit the people to a promise they cannot keep.

What is the greatest evidence of God's tender love for His children?
A) His willingness to discipline

B) His patience and mercy

C) the plans He has for heaven

D) the gift of His Son to die

Whether we choose evil or good, of what may we be sure?
A) Others will be affected by our choice.

B) God will save us from the results of a bad choice.

C) We will be happy with our choice.

D) We will always have another chance to choose.

What counsel did Paul give to one married to an unbeliever?
A) Leave the unbeliever as soon as possible.

B) Refuse to allow the unbeliever to leave.

C) Do not leave the unbeliever.

D) Deny sexual privileges to the unbeliever.

Which of the seven churches represents the church in the last days of this earth's history?
A) Babylon
B) Ephesus

C) Laodicea
D) Philadelphia

What is Paul's counsel for us in dealing with matters of conscience, sometimes called "grey areas," as it relates to other

Christians.

A) We should pray about the matter and then tell others what is right and what is wrong.

B) We should base our decisions on the counsel of other Christians.

C) In matters of conscience we should do what we believe is right. If others are offended that should not be of concern to
us.

D) We should act on the basis of our faith, and avoid being a stumbling block for others.

What is the most effective way to prevent Satan from separating you from Jesus?
A) Consecrate yourself to Jesus in the morning and sense His presence all day.
B) Spend many hours in Bible study each week.

C) Consistently attend worship services such as Sabbath School and church.

D) Listen to sacred music which makes you feel happier and closer to Jesus.

What contrast is made in Romans 5 between Adam and Christ?

A) Adam's sin brought guilt upon us which will only be removed at Christ's second coming.

B) Adam's sin gave us a fallen human nature which Christ removes when we are converted.

C) Adam's sin has little impact on us since we are each accountable to God, rather than Adam.

D) We are all condemned through Adam's sin and can be saved only through Jesus' righteousness.
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12B8. The cleansing of the sanctuary was symbolized in the Old Testament by:
A) the daily sacrifice of a lamb
B) the Passover
C) the Feast of Pentecost
D) the Day of Atonement

12B40. Which statement best applies an understanding of witnessing principles?
A) Two academy students spend Sabbath afternoon passing out literature because they feel it is their duty.
B) A physician agrees to go Ingathering because he feel guilty that the church has not reached its goal.
C) A successful businessman donates $1000 to the evangelism fund because he is too busy to share his faith.
D) Because of their close friendship, a Christian accountant and another businessman often talk about their values and
beliefs.

12B46. The divided nations of Europe are represented in the image of Daniel 2 by:
A) the chest, shoulders and arms of silver
B) the waist and thighs of brass
C) the two iron legs
D) the feet of iron and clay

12B52. Ifa Seventh-day Adventist Christian were married to an unbeliever, which of the following would be most likely to be true?
A) They would disagree over who should have authority in the home.
B) They would have conflicts over how to raise their children.
C) They would not truly love each other.
D) They would eventually get a divorce.

Two items had a large decrease between 1989 and 1992 except 1991 was much higher than 1990.
These differences may be due to schools testing in different years.

Items With a Large Decrease From 1989 to 1992 (Except For 1991)
12B2. If you were telling an unbeliever about heaven, which of the following statements would you OMIT?
A) "To prevent sin's reoccurrence and to erase our sadness, God will wipe away all memory of this earth."
B) "Heaven is a real place with streams, mountains and wide-spreading plains."
C) "The central focus of heaven will be face to face communication with God."
D) "Due to our glorified bodies and minds, great new abilities and activities will be available for God's people."

12B24. Which of the following would be sufficient to reject a person's claim to be a genuine prophet?
A) There is no proof that all of the person's predictions have come true.
B) The person does not make amazing predictions.
C) The person does not belong to a large, popular denomination.
D) The person's words and life are not in harmony with scripture.

Home and School Effects

Both home and school effects were studied for each item. The primary focus of this report is on
the school effects. The home background of students was determined in order to have a control
when studying the school effect and also the home effect was studied in its own right to place the
school effect in context.

Items were placed into five categories based on the percent correct of the three home/ school
subgroups (low SDA home background/ low SDA schooling, high SDA home background/ low
SDA schooling, and high SDA background/ high SDA schooling).

First, items where the percent correct for all groups was below 40% were placed into the "All
groups < 40%" category. These items were not examined for a home and school effect since even
if there was an effect the low overall percent correct was the most important characteristic to be
identified.

Next, items that were above 85% for all groups were placed in the "All groups high" group. The
percent correct for the group that was expected to score the worst (low SDA home/ school group)
was so high it was difficult to have a home or school effect and here again the most important
characteristic was the overall high score of all groups.

-18 -



For the remaining items, the difference between the low and high SDA home background groups
and the difference between the low and high SDA schooling groups were examined to classify
items as having a home and/ or school effect.

The difference needed to demonstrate a home or school effect depended on the percent correct for
the high SDA home/ school group. If the percent correct for this group was at least 85% a 5%
difference wasneeded, whereas ifthe percent correct was below 85%a 10% difference was needed.
In addition, if the percent correct for the high SDA home/ school group was below 85%, the item
was classified as having both a home and school effect if both the home and school effects were at
least 5%, and the combined home and school effect was at least 15%.

A caution that should be observed in interpreting the school effect information is that all students
in both the low and high SDA schooling groups were attending an Adventist school for the year
the test was given and the difference in schooling only applied to previous years. For example, the
content on the tests for grades 6, 8, 10,and 12 covered two years of material and all of the students
in both the low and high SDA schooling groups were in an SDA school for one of the two years --
the year at which the test was given. Probably many of the students in the low SDA schooling
group had been in an SDA school for the previous year,thus being in an SDA school for both years.
For this reason, the school effects should be expected to be smaller than if students were compared
who were in or not in SDA schools for the years covered by the tests. The school effect really is a
cumulative school effect rather than an effect for the years during which the content of the items
was specifically taught.

Home Effects

There were significant and large differences between the low and high SDA home background
groups at each grade level. Theresults for all three groups are presented in Table 19. Similar home
effects were found between the groups on all subscores (by grade, book and taxonomy level) for
all grades. The differences between all three home background groups were also statistically
significant although the p values are not reported here.

Table 19
Total Percent Correct by SDA Home Group
Home
Background
Group Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
Low 53.70 45.35 53.99 52.53 40.71
Medium 61.92 55.05 64.32 58.64 52.63
High 66.93 57.97 68.06 61.49 55.54
p .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

The mean home effect for all 490 items was 12.68%. 375 ofthe 490 items had a home effect. Table
20 shows the breakdown for each Fundamental Belief. All but four beliefs had atleasta mean 10%
home effect. All beliefs had at least halfofthe items with a home effect. The beliefwith the lowest

home effect (The Heavenly Sanctuary)also had the lowest overall median item percent correct (see
Table 14).
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Table 20
Home Effect
Item Percent Correct by Fundamental Belief

Mean Items With
Fundamental Belief Effect Home Effect
25. Death and Resurrection 21.37 8 of 8
16. Spiritual Gifts & Ministries 21.00 90f9
19. The Sabbath 18.13 14 of 15
26. The Millennium & The End of Sin 18.10 10 0of 10
24. The Second Coming of Christ 17.12 15o0f 17
14. Baptism 16.63 6 of 8
17. The Gift of Prophecy 16.33 8 of9
5. The Holy Spirit 14.44 90f9
8. The Great Controversy 13.83 17 0of 23
6. Creation 13.71 6 of 7
13. Unity in the Body of Christ 13.37 7 of 8
7. The Nature of Man 13.00 9of 15
10. The Experience of Salvation 12.63 53 of 67
Items not directly related to a belief 12.50 90 of 114
22. Marriage and the Family 12.19 16 of 21
21. Christian Behavior 12.18 12 of 17
27. The New Earth 11.40 4 of 5
20. Stewardship 11.36 8of 11
2/ 3. The Nature of God 11.14 12 of 14
12. The Remnant and Its Mission 11.00 10 0of 16
15. The Lord's Supper 10.57 4 of 7
1. The Holy Scriptures 10.27 8ofll
11. The Church 9.33 50f6
18. The Law of God 9.15 12 0f 20
4/ 9. The Son 7.82 12 0f 22
23. The Heavenly Sanctuary 6.43 11 of 21
Total 12.68 375 0of 490
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Only one belief (The Experience of Salvation) had enough items in each grade to do a home effect
comparison separately for each grade. There were large, significant differences between the groups
at every grade level. The results are shown in Table 21.

Table 21
Total Percent Correct on Salvation Items by SDA Home Group
Home
Background

Group Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12

Low 59.68 45.10 55.08 54.26 36.47

Medium 62.32 53.94 65.80 60.66 50.56

High 68.62 56.86 69.92 63.14 52.83

p .00 .00 .00 .01 .00

The difference in response patterns between the low and high SDA home background groups were
tested for significant differences. About 1/ 3 of all items had a significant difference in response
patterns. The results are reported in Table 22.

Table 22
Differences Between Low and High SDA Home Background Groups
Number of Significant Differences
Grade (p<.01)

4 29 (32%)

6 43 (48%)

8 50 (56%)

10 15 (14%)

12 23 (21%)

Total 160 (33%)

The smaller number of significant differences in grades 10 and 12 is partially due to the smaller
sample size in these two grades and could also be partially because content in the upper grades is
less likely to be dealt with in the home . A test of the difference in percent correct between the two
groups would have given a higher number of significant differences.

Most of the items had home effects of more then 10%. Table 23 reports the number of items for

each grade in each difference level. Examples of items with large home effects will be presented
along with those with large school effects in a later section.
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Table 23
Home Effect
Difference Between Low SDA Background and High SDA Background Groups

Group
Differences Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12 Total
-10% or less 0 0 1 4 3 8
-9% to +9% 29 28 22 52 31 162
+10% or more 61 62 67 54 76 320
Range of % | -1to+36 | -9to+27 | -10to+32 | -24to +42 -21 to +40

School Effects

There were significant differences between the SDA school background groups at each grade as
reported in Table 24. The differences between the groups were smaller than those between the
home difference groups. The p values in Table 24 are based on the difference between the low and
high groups although they would have also been .00 based on the difference between all three
groups.

Similar effects were found on all subscores (by grade, book and taxonomy level) for all grades
except at grade 10 for the God and Your Family textbook where there was a small difference
between the low and medium groups and no difference between the medium and high groups.

Table 24
Total Percent Correct by SDA Schooling Group
SDA School
Background
Groups Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12
Low 66.93 57.97 68.06 61.49 55.54
Medium 67.74 64.02 72.15 65.86 62.45
High 73.11 66.94 75.61 68.34 65.39
p .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

The school effects were examined for the items related to each Fundamental Belief. The results are
reported in Table 25. The mean school effect was 7.90% with 328 items having a school effect. As
mentioned earlier, the 34 items where the high SDA home/ school group was below 40% were not
examined for a school effect. A school effect was found for at least half of the items for all beliefs
except The Remnant and Its Mission which had 44%.

-22 -



Table 25

School Effect
Item Percent Correct by Fundamental Belief
Mean Items With
Fundamental Belief Effect School Effect
6. Creation 10.57 6 of 7
22. Marriage and the Family 10.19 16 of 21
27. The New Earth 9.80 3 of5
26. The Millennium & The End of Sin 9.60 90f 10
18. The Law of God 9.15 14 of 20
15. The Lord's Supper 8.71 4 of 7
5. The Holy Spirit 8.56 8 of 9
17. The Gift of Prophecy 8.44 6 of 9
Items not directly related to a belief 8.28 80 of 114
11. The Church 8.17 4 of 6
10. The Experience of Salvation 8.12 45 of 67
14. Baptism 8.12 6 of 8
21. Christian Behavior 8.06 10 of 17
24. The Second Coming of Christ 7.65 12 of 17
19. The Sabbath 7.40 10 of 15
7. The Nature of Man 7.33 10 of 15
8. The Great Controversy 7.30 14 of 23
23. The Heavenly Sanctuary 7.14 11 of 21
4/ 9. The Son 7.09 11 0f 22
20. Stewardship 7.09 8ofll
25. Death and Resurrection 6.88 7 of 8
2/ 3. The Nature of God 6.71 9o0f14
1. The Holy Scriptures 6.55 8ofll
16. Spiritual Gifts & Ministries 6.11 6 of 9
13. Unity in the Body of Christ 5.37 4 of 8
12. The Remnant and Its Mission 4.87 7 of 16
Total 7.90 328 0f 490
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On the one Fundamental Belief with sufficient items per grade for comparisons (The Experience
of Salvation) there were significant differences (at the .05 level) found at each grade. The results
are reported in Table 26.

Table 26
Total Percent Correct on Salvation Items by SDA School Group
School
Background

Group Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12

Low 68.62 56.86 69.92 63.14 52.83

Medium 67.68 62.27 75.27 65.33 61.57

High 73.63 65.75 78.20 66.59 64.46

p .00 .00 .00 .04 .00

The difference in response patterns between the low and high SDA school background groups
were tested for significant differences. About 1/ 3 of all items had a significant difference in
response patterns. The results are reported in Table 27.

Table 27
School Effect
Difference in Response Patterns Between Low and High SDA Schooling Groups
Number of Significant Differences
Grade (p<.01)

4 23 (26%)

6 55 (61%)

8 53 (59%)

10 16 (15%)

12 17 (15%)
Total 164 (33%)

The smaller number of significant differences in grades 10 and 12 is partially due to the smaller
sample size in these two grades and could also be partially because the students in the low SDA
schooling groups at these grades have more SDA schooling than at the earlier grades. A test ofthe
difference in percent correct between the two groups would have given a higher number of
significant differences.

The size of the differences between the low and high SDA schooling groups are reported in Table
28.
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Table 28
School Effect
Difference Between Low and High SDA Schooling Groups

Group
Differences Grade 4 Grade 6 Grade 8 Grade 10 Grade 12 Total
-10 or less 0 1 0 0 0 1
-9 to +9 75 48 60 77 52 312
+10 or more 15 41 30 33 58 177
Range of % [ -2to+16 -3 to +21 -4 to +18 -6 to +21 -2 to +22

Most items had both home and school effects. The number of items in each category are reported
in Table 29. The numbers donotadd up to the totalnumber ofitems because many items had both
home and school effects.

Table 29
Item Categorization

Item Classification Grade4 | Grade 6 | Grade 8 | Grade 10 | Grade 12 | Total
Home Effect 76 72 79 62 86 375
School Effect 50 73 64 58 83 328
No Effects 11 3 4 29 6 53
All groups high 0 0 0 1 0 1
All groups < 40% 2 8 5 9 10 34
Number of items 90 90 90 110 110 490

Home and School Effects Item Examples

As noted in Table 29, most items had both positive home and school effects. In this section are
listed the most notable examples with large school effects. These items have a school effect of at
least 15% for grades 4-10 and at least 19% for grade 12.

For each item for the rest of this report the correct response isunderlined and the four numbers to
the left of each response are the percent of students selecting the response from the low and high
home groups and the low and high school groups.

There were 18 items from all grade levels that in addition to a large school effect also had a
moderate to large home effect.

Items With Large School Effect and Moderate to Large Home Effect
Home School
Lo Hi Lo Hi
4A15. The early Adventists thought Jesus would come in the year:
2618 | 1810 A) 1833
2319 | 1914 B) 1840
3047 | 4762 C) 1844
2116 | 1614 D) 1863
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4A19. God remembered His friend Moses in a special way when He:
4152 | 5267 A) raised Moses to life and took him to heaven
1916 | 16 7 B) raised Moses to life and let him lead Israel into Canaan
2115 | 1513 C) took Moses to heaven without seeing death
1817 | 1713 D) let Moses watch the Israelites march into Canaan

4B11. What did God send to guide the journey of the Hebrews in the wilderness?
17 91 9 7 A) astar

4564 | 6480 B) acloud

11 3 3 2 C) arainbow

2823 | 2312 D) an angel

4B16. Who was the first king of Israel?
1724 | 2417 A) David

2511 | 11 9 B) Samuel

3244 | 4460 C) Saul

2621 | 2115 D) Solomon

6A5. What did the bronze serpent that Moses made represent?
2227 | 2718 A) medical knowledge imparted to Moses by God

1913 | 13 7 B) Satan's crafty plots

4351 | 5166 C) Christ's healing for sin

15 9| 9 9 D) adecoy to keep poisonous snakes out of the camp

6A23. When Isaac willingly laid on the altar as the sacrifice, which of the Ten Commandments was he obeying?
3138 | 3854 A) fifth

3127 | 2724 B) sixth

2426 | 2618 C) eighth

14 9| 9 5 D) tenth

6B17. If Dorcas (Tabitha) were living today, what position would she hold in the church?
2119 | 1911 A) Bible worker

2818 | 1810 B) church elder

2244 | 4466 C) Community Service director

2919 | 1913 D) Sabbath School teacher

6B18. What New York minister preached that Christ would come in 1844?
23 8 | 8 5 A) Henry Kelber

2953 | 5373 B) William Miller

1913 | 13 8 C) Uriah Smith

3026 | 2614 D) James White

6B27. The two parts of the communion service are to remind us of:
2013 | 13 7 A) creation and the Sabbath

2113 | 13 6 B) the Sabbath and the importance of keeping the commandments
3432 | 3229 C) the resurrection and ascension of Christ

2542 | 4259 D) the death of Christ and our willingness to be a servant to others

6B39. What method did Jesus use to make His teaching easy to understand?
4467 | 6782 A) speaking in parables

1210 | 10 6 B) preaching in the synagogue

3217 | 17 9 C) performing miracles

12 5| 5 3 D) singing scripture with disciples

8A19. How can you tell if you are being converted?

2514 | 1410 A) You've been understanding your Bible lessons better.
3662 | 6277 B) You're becoming more like Jesus.

2718 | 1810 C) Your character is more Christ-like than your friends.
12 6 | 6 3 D) You aren't breaking the commandments.

8B29. How is Satan "bound" during the millennium?

15 4 | 4 4 A) He is chained to his evil angels.

3649 | 4966 B) He is unable to leave the earth.

1725 | 2517 C) He must roam the universe with no one to tempt except the angels.
3221 | 2114 D) He burns in hell.

8B36. Which of the following is NOT a test of a prophet?
15 6 | 6 3 A) believes Jesus is the Son of God

15 8 | 8 5 B) says things that agree with the Bible

4758 | 5876 C) lives a sinless life

2328 | 2816 D) gives accurate predictions
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8B38. Parents who pattern their homes after the government of heaven would:

4149 | 4967 A) give their teenagers the freedom to make wrong choices
13 6 | 6 5 B) tell their teenagers to leave home at the first sign of rebellion
2526 | 2618 C) make sure their teens had no opportunity to sin
2119 | 1911 D) make most of the decisions for their teenagers

10A23. In the plan of salvation, baptism:
4057 | 5778 A) is a public statement of faith

93 3 2 B) is for those who have demonstrated their worthiness for church membership

4035 | 3517 C) leads to a right relationship with Christ
11 5| 5 3 D) should occur when one has overcome all one's known sins

10A52. The daily service in the wilderness sanctuary symbolized:
3623 | 2316 A) the cleansing of the heavenly sanctuary
1312 | 12 8 B) the investigative judgment
1317 | 1712 C) the final elimination of sin
3848 | 4864 D) constant dependence on the blood of Christ

12A22. Which statement would be the correct response to the accusation that Adventists are legalists?
1214 | 1410 A) Faith and works are the basis of salvation and thus it is not legalism to keep the law.
3852 | 5273 B) Responding to God's saving love by obeying His commandments is gratitude, not legalism.
3216 | 16 9 C) Keeping the Sabbath is never legalism because it is God's day of worship and Sunday-keeping is disobedience.
1818 | 18 8 D) Those people who try to obey the law of God are consistently those He calls righteous.

12A47. Which statement describes literal creationism?
3346 | 4667 A) All forms of life on this planet were directly created by God during a week of seven24-hour days.
3314 | 14 8 B) God created all the raw materials and natural processes and left them to change and develop.
1820 | 2014 C) God created life on this earth during seven long periods of time symbolized by a week.
1520 | 2011 D) God created this earth and life on it through a lengthy process of time which climaxed in the seven days of

creation.

There were 7 items with a large school effect that only had a small or negative home effect.

Items With Large School Effect and Small or Negative Home Effect

6A39. What risk did Jesus take when He became human?
1513 | 1310 A) God would not accept His death for our sins.
3135 | 3550 B) He would sin and lose the chance of returning to heaven.
2323 | 2318 C) He would lose His Father's help for victory over sin.
3129 | 2923 D) He would not get back the divine nature God took from Him when He left heaven.
6B7. What happens when we choose to follow God's way in our lives?
2231 | 3120 A) It will be easy to resist temptation.
11 6 | 6 4 B) Satan can no longer tempt us.
12 5| 5 3 C) Nothing harmful will happen to us.
5558 | 5873 D) We will allow God to help us in everything.
8A12. Why will sin never be seen again after the wicked are destroyed?
551 5 3 A) Godwill do away with the law.
5657 | 5744 B) God will remove the possibility of sinning.
6 3| 3 2 C) People will be afraid of losing eternal life.
3335 [ 3551 D) The results of sin will be remembered.
10A24. Why is faith required to believe in either the theory of evolution or special creation?
1520 | 2015 A) Spiritual things are spiritually discerned.
3824 | 2415 B) Faith must be based on evidence.
4346 | 4662 C) Neither can be absolutely proven.
410 | 10 9 D) There is enough evidence to support either.
10B44. What did Jesus mean when He said a person should "take up his cross and follow me"?
5545 | 4536 A) Accept without complaint the trials of life.
010 | 10 5 B) Place one's life in danger as Jesus did.
4342 | 4256 C) Accept the responsibility of discipleship.
23 3 2 D) Find ways to make life difficult.
12B5. What does the Bible teach about trials and suffering?
18 9 | 910 A) God sends disasters to us to help us perfect our characters.
4444 | 4464 B) God is able to take the bad situations that come to us and work things out for our good.
2123 | 2310 C) God says that all trials and disasters bring a blessing because they are sent by Him for our good.
1825 | 2515 D) Trials and suffering are part of living in a sinful world. God has nothing to do with them.
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12B28. Which of the following describes the biblical view of marital sexuality?
3528 | 2827 A) apassionate, positive form of communication that has unlimited freedom when two people are married to each
other
1219 | 19 9 B) abiological urge that is sinful if expressed outside of marriage
1814 | 14 7 C) a physical relationship that God created for the sole purpose of conceiving children
3540 | 4058 D) an intimate expression of deep, abiding friendship and total commitment

There were 74 items in which there was no school effect but a large home effect. Ofthese, 27 were
in grade 4,61in grade 6,17 in grade 8, 13 in grade 10,and 12 in grade 11. Since the emphasis in this
report is on school effects, none of these will be listed here. Many of them will be listed in a later
section where items indicating poor learning will be classified by belief.

There were 19 items that had no school effect but a moderate to large negative home effect. The
negative effect tended to about -10% (about 10% fewer students from the high SDA home
background group answered the item correctly). These are items in which it would be expected
that students from an Adventist home would be less likely to know the correct answer than those
from non-Adventist homes.

Most ofthese items can be classified in two areas thatrelate to areasthat Adventists probably stress
more than other Christians. Nine items involve areas related to last day events. The Fundamental
Beliefsinvolved include The Great Controversy, The Remnantand Its Mission, The Sanctuary,and
The Second Coming. Five items are related to The Experience of Salvation and The Law of God.
This would suggest that in these two areas there is some characteristic found in typical Adventist
homes that either teach these less than non-SDA homes or teach incorrect information.

Items With No School Effect and Large Negative Home Effect
6B31. What event in Judah's life shows evidence that his life had changed?
1712 | 1211 A) Gave Joseph a gift of balsam, honey, myrrh and nuts.
3234 | 3432 B) Volunteered to take Simeon's place in prison.
3731 [ 3143 C) Offered to take Benjamin's place as Joseph's slave.
1423 | 2315 D) Surrendered his birthright to Reuben, his older brother.

6B43. Which of the following describes "sanctification"?
1410 | 10 8 A) All temptations are removed.

3947 | 4760 B) All past sins are forgiven.

2617 | 1715 C) Itis the work of a lifetime.

2126 | 2616 D) Salvation is gained by obeying all the commandments.

8A4. Why does God ask us to return a part of our income to Him?
7161 | 6161 A) Giving helps us become less selfish.

518 | 1822 B) He needs the money for His work.

21 1 1 C) He does not want some people to have more money than others.
2220 | 2015 D) Itis a church doctrine.

8A6. When Christ was on earth He was:
1617 | 1715 A) part human and part divine
11 1 1 B) fully divine and not human
1925 | 2521 C) fully human and not divine
6557 | 5762 D) fully human and fully divine

8A40. Probation will close for you when:

12 6 | 6 2 A) you decide to join or leave the church

3528 | 2835 B) you make your final decision for or against God
4228 | 2822 C) Jesus comes again

1239 | 3942 D) Jesus leaves the Most Holy Place

10A21. In order to be prepared to meet unexpected temptation we must:
627 | 2720 A) not go where we could be tempted

13 3 | 3 1 B) read nothing but the Bible

7771 | 7178 C) pray for God's continual help before the temptation
4 0| 0 1 D) nottalk with sinners

10A22. What does the word "atonement" mean?
4740 | 4043 A) the restoration of friendly relations between God and sinners
3027 | 2732 B) the judgment
1727 | 2717 C) the cleansing of this earth by fire
6 7| 7 8 D) the work of the Jewish priests in the tabernacle
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10A25. What group is judged during the investigative judgment?
913 | 1314 A) all the dead
1719 | 1921 B) all the living
3246 | 4639 C) all sinners
4322 | 2226 D) all the people of God
10A27. Sanctification could best be defined as:
6239 | 3941 A) growing more like Christ
1112 | 12 6 B) an instant transaction
2646 | 4647 C) forgiveness for sin
2 5] 5 6 D) undeserved love
10B2. When Jesus said He had come to "fulfill" the law He meant:
7768 | 6874 A) to meet all its requirements
616 | 1613 B) to bring it to an end
1315 | 1510 C) toadd to it
4 2| 2 4 D) todoaway with parts of it
10B16. The greatest Bible commandment of all is to:
4538 | 3847 A) love God
1527 | 2730 B) love your neighbor
3433 | 3321 C) keep God's commandments
6 3 3 2 D) pray daily
10B36. Which of the following signs of the nearness of Christ's coming has NOT been fulfilled?
1517 | 1710 A) sun and moon darkened
7770 | 7082 B) powers of heaven shaken
410 | 10 5 C) stars fall from heaven
43 3 4 D) earthquakes
10B48. Jack wants very much to be a faithful witness for Christ. What is the most important thing he can do in academy
to accomplish this?
911 | 11 6 A) Go as a student missionary.
7261 | 6172 B) Strengthen his relationship with God.
610 | 10 6 C) Tell his fellow students how they should live.
1319 | 1917 D) Participate in religious activities on campus.
12A4. What is the central issue in the Great Controversy?
3225 | 2512 A) Is the seventh day the Sabbath?
0 8 | 8 3 B) Isthe Bible really God's word?
2719 | 1937 C) Can God's authority, laws, and love be trusted?
4148 | 4848 D) Can human beings gain the victory over sin and succeed where Adam failed?
12A31. The choice between the seal of God and the mark of the beast is really a choice between:
1817 | 1713 A) justification and sanctification
5950 | 5058 B) genuine worship and false worship
2114 | 1417 C) genuine prophets and false prophets
319 | 1912 D) Seventh-day Adventism and apostate churches
12B7. What is the most accurate description of Babylon in history and in prophecy?
1523 | 2324 A) Babylon is the pope and the Roman Catholic church.
3224 | 2424 B) Babylon is the enemy of God and His people.
1522 | 2218 C) Babylon is paganism and atheism.
3831 | 3134 D) Babylon is a nation that opposes true Christianity . . . a nation such as Rome, Russia or ancient Babylon.
12B11. Which of the following is NOT correct in terms of a biblical understanding of the Sabbath?
2114 | 1412 A) After sin is removed, the Sabbath will still be celebrated.
4737 | 3740 B) The Sabbath is part of the ceremonial law which illustrates the plan of salvation.
616 | 1615 C) The Sabbath existed before the Jewish nation.
2733 | 3334 D) Itis not possible for a person to keep the Sabbath holy unless he has committed his life to God.
12B39. Ifyou were seeking to identify the remnant church today, what two characteristics of the remnant should you look
for according to Revelation 12?
1216 | 1619 A) worship on Sabbath and study the Bible
5030 | 3036 B) keep the commandments and have the spirit of prophecy
12 9| 9 9 C) believe in the sanctuary and the health message
2745 | 4536 D) keep the Sabbath and believe in the second advent
12B50. The year/day principle of prophetic interpretation is supported by which texts?
4756 | 5665 A) Daniel 7:16 and Revelation 14:1
1517 | 17 9 B) Exodus 20:8-11 and Joel 2:22
2920 | 2018 C) Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6
9 8 | 8 8 D) John 1:1 and Revelation 1:1
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There were 7items that had a negative school effect while having a large home effect. Five ofthese
had only a small negative school effect (-1 or -2%). Two ofthese items and an additional item had
both the low and high SDA schooling groups scoring above 85%. The other item is listed here.

Item With Negative School Effect and Large Home Effect
10A26. True repentance for a sin includes being genuinely sorry for what you have done and:
3016 } 1610 A) never doing it again
2843 | 4338 B) determining to turn away from it
3218 | 1818 C) freely admitting you were wrong
1123 | 2335 D) making things right with others

There were 10 items that had a negative school effect and either a negative or no positive home
effect. Most of the negative effects were small (only 2 were more than -4%).

Six of these items were related to the two sets of Fundamental Beliefs mentioned earlier (last day
events and salvation/ law). The four Fundamental Beliefs to which the items were related were
The Great Controversy, The Remnant and Its Mission, The Sanctuary, and The Experience of
Salvation. Taking the six items here and the ten items earlier related to these beliefs suggests that
both Adventist homes and Adventist schools have room for improvement in these areas.

Items With Negative School Effect and Negative or No Positive Home Effect
6B29. Those who receive the seal of God:

3632 | 3232 A) will escape the time of trouble

1921 | 2125 B) receive the seal after the close of probation

3542 | 4239 C) will keep the seventh-day Sabbath

11 6 | 6 5 D) have never sinned

6B30. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?

1813 | 1313 A) They attend church faithfully.

3541 | 4128 B) They keep the commandments.

2713 | 1313 C) They read the Bible.

2033 | 3346 D) They suffer persecution.

6B43. Which of the following describes "sanctification"?
1410 | 10 8 A) All temptations are removed.

3947 | 4760 B) All past sins are forgiven.

2617 | 1715 C) Itis the work of a lifetime.

2126 | 2616 D) Salvation is gained by obeying all the commandments.

8A16. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?

13 7| 7 4 A) They attend church faithfully.

4544 | 4440 B) They keep the commandments.

20 7 | 7 5 C) They read the Bible.

2342 | 4252 D) They suffer persecution.

10A3. What is the greatest benefit that comes from Bible study?
43 3 1 A) You will be able to show other people where they are wrong.

6257 | 5756 B) You will come to love Jesus.

2119 | 1910 C) You will have the satisfaction of greater knowledge.

1321 | 2133 D) You will be able to answer for your faith.

10A7. Which of the following is a characteristic of true love?
0 5] 5 2 A) Itdevelops rapidly.

4555 | 5549 B) Itis guided by principle.

4939 | 3948 C) Itis determined and unbending.
6 3 | 3 1 D) Ithighly values good looks.

10A40. In Genesis 3:15 who is predicted to bruise the head of Satan?
4949 14948 A) Christ
2313 | 1312 B) Eve
6 8| 8 4 C) Adam
2130 | 3036 D) the church
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10A41. Robert is highly respected by his friends. Which behavior on his part gives the strongest indication of a saving
friendship with Christ?
212 | 1210 A) He is generous with his time and means.
6870 | 7069 B) He enjoys talking of the love of Jesus.
17 9 | 913 C) He carefully avoids even the appearance of evil.
1310 | 10 9 D) He is neat and organized in his lifestyle.

10B29. How much evidence will God give us upon which to base our "faith"?
918 | 1819 A) God wants us to have faith without evidence.

1512 | 1214 B) God will give us so much evidence that there can be no room for doubt.

5055 | 5551 C) God will give us sufficient evidence to have a strong faith.

2616 | 1616 D) God will give us all of the evidence we ask for.

12B50. The year/day principle of prophetic interpretation is supported by which texts?
4756 | 5665 A) Daniel 7:16 and Revelation 14:1
1517 | 17 9 B) Exodus 20:8-11 and Joel 2:22
2920 | 2018 C) Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6
9 8 | 8 8 D) John 1:1 and Revelation 1:1

There were 34 items in which fewer than 40% ofthe high SDA home/ school group answered the
item correctly. On five ofthese items there was a school effect. The schoolis having an impact but
not sufficient to even raise the percent correct for those from an Adventist home and all years in
an Adventist school above 40%.

Low Percent Correct With School Effect
6A8. As the Christian church grew after Christ returned to heaven, how did the disciples deal with the new areas of
responsibility?
5455 | 5548 A) They divided the work, giving each disciple certain duties.
1620 | 2031 B) They chose seven deacons to help them.
1413 | 1314 C) They asked Paul and Timothy to help them.
1612 | 12 8 D) They chose another disciple to replace Judas.

10B7. The Seventh-day Adventist church has a representative form of government, that is, the authority rests in the:
5362 | 6258 A) General Conference
9 7| 7 7 B) local conference
1512 | 12 4 C) pastor
2319 | 1931 D) church members

10B45. Ann was attracted by Julie's new jacket. She liked it so much that she stole it. What commandment did she break
besides the eighth?

1310 | 10 9 A) third

4328 | 2830 B) sixth

2334 | 3422 C) seventh

2129 {2939 D) tenth

12A4. What is the central issue in the Great Controversy?
3225 | 2512 A) Is the seventh day the Sabbath?
0 8 | 8 3 B) Isthe Bible really God's word?
2719 | 1937 C) Can God's authority, laws, and love be trusted?
4148 | 4848 D) Can human beings gain the victory over sin and succeed where Adam failed?

12A5. Which of the following best describes faith?

1524 | 2420 A) Faith is best developed by continual obedience.
2424 | 2438 B) Faith leads to obedience.

2113 | 13 7 C) Faith is the result of our effort to please God.

4139 | 3936 D) Faith is our gift to God for what He has done for us.

On 24 items with a low percent correct, there was no school effect. It is very likely that these items
are either not being taught or the methods/ materials used are ineffective.

Low Percent Correct With No School Effect

4B13. On the day of the great disappointment in 1844, what did Jesus do?
2228 | 2834 A) He opened the book of life in heaven and began to judge us.
18 9 | 9 6 B) He came to earth but everyone did not see Him.
1815 | 1512 C) He chose the Seventh-day Adventist church as His special church.
4349 | 4949 D) He chose Ellen White to be His prophet.
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4B40. When we decide to follow Jesus what must we do before we come to Him?
3333 | 3338 A) We can come just as we are.
2426 | 2625 B) We must be kinder and more loving.
1621 | 2121 C) We must break our bad habits.
2720 | 2016 D) We must stop all sinning.

6A10. What is the best reason for doing good works?
3117 | 1712 A) to prove to God that we love Him

10 7 | 7 4 B) toearn God's love

2122 | 2224 C) to benefit others

3955 | 5560 D) to witness to others how they should live

6A15. Why is it important to understand the true force of the will?
10 7 | 7 7 A) Christ does not expect us to use our will after we accept Him.
3136 | 3638 B) We act according to the decisions of our will.

3636 | 3641 C) Our will is the influence for good that God gives us.

2321 | 2113 D) Ifwe do not accept Christ, we have no will.

6B8. In the plan of salvation, baptism:

2527 [ 2736 A) is a public statement of faith

1413 | 1310 B) is for those who have demonstrated their worthiness for church membership
4246 | 4646 C) leads to a right relationship with Christ

1914 | 14 8 D) should occur when one has overcome all one's known sins

6B29. Those who receive the seal of God:

3632 | 3232 A) will escape the time of trouble

1921 | 2125 B) receive the seal after the close of probation
3542 | 4239 C) will keep the seventh-day Sabbath

11 6 | 6 5 D) have never sinned

6B44. What does God's treatment of David after his sins teach us about God's forgiveness?

4244 | 4443 A) God can forgive even the worst sins and removes the bad consequences of the sin.

2633 | 3338 B) God can forgive even the worst sins but frequently does not remove the bad consequences of the sin.
2117 | 1714 C) God deals with very bad sins in a different way than other sins.

11 6 | 6 5 D) God does not forgive very bad sins that were deliberately committed.

8A22. Why was Lucifer's sin eventually unforgivable?
5046 | 4644 A) He got others to sin.
2233 | 3336 B) He had fully known God's love and character.
2014 | 1413 C) He left heaven.

8 7 | 7 7 D) He complained about God's government.

8A40. Probation will close for you when:

12 6 | 6 2 A) you decide to join or leave the church

3528 | 2835 B) you make your final decision for or against God
4228 | 2822 C) Jesus comes again

1239 | 3942 D) Jesus leaves the Most Holy Place

8B4. Genesis 3:15 is God's first promise to man. What promise was made?
2823 | 2320 A) God would send a flood to cleanse the earth.
7 5] 5 4 B) God would make the Jews a chosen people.
2332 | 3236 C) Jesus would ultimately defeat Satan.
4340 | 4040 D) Adam and Eve would live forever if they didn't sin.

8B6. Which of the following is a reason Jesus has not returned to take us to heaven?
4756 | 5656 A) He won't return until the time prophecies have been fulfilled.
2011 | 1111 B) God hasn't told Jesus when He's to return.
8 4| 4 3 C) World War III hasn't taken place yet.
2529 | 2931 D) He is waiting for us to reflect His character.

10A15. The yearly service in the wilderness sanctuary symbolized:
1722 | 2223 A) the final elimination of sin

2644 | 4442 B) the transfer of sin from the sinner to the sanctuary

2819 | 1919 C) total consecration to Jehovah

3016 | 1616 D) God's power in caring for His own

10A25. What group is judged during the investigative judgment?
913 | 1314 A) all the dead

1719 | 1921 B) all the living

3246 | 4639 C) all sinners

4322 [ 2226 D) all the people of God
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10A31. In the Great Controversy context why did God allow Satan to tempt Adam and Eve?
5550 | 5044 A) He wanted to test the loyalty of Adam and Eve.
1920 | 2021 B) He wanted it to be an object lesson for later generations.
1528 | 2834 C) He wanted to let Satan demonstrate his accusations against God.
11 2 | 2 1 D) Since they were created perfect He didn't expect them to fall.
10B11. The life of Joseph in the Old Testament shows us that the key to character development is the:
3429 | 2927 A) development of abilities and talents
2831 | 3138 B) attention to duty in ordinary life
2125 | 2524 C) display of courage and daring in times of challenge
1714 | 1411 D) ability to handle larger issues of life
10B37. How could Jesus be "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world"?
210 | 10 6 A) Lucifer laid plans for Christ's death before creation.
4030 | 3029 B) The very first sacrifices represented Jesus' death.
3434 | 3431 C) Jesus would have died for one sinner.
2327 | 2735 D) Before the world was created, provision was made for sin.
10B41. What is the first step that should be taken when you want to transfer your membership from one church to
another?
3236 | 3642 A) Contact the clerk of the church you wish to leave.
3028 | 2830 B) Contact the clerk of the church you wish to join.
1926 | 2616 C) Ask the church you want to leave to vote the transfer.
1911 | 1113 D) Ask the church you want to join to vote the transfer.
12A16. How are feelings related to our salvation and our faith?
1513 | 1317 A) Salvation does not depend on our feelings.
4747 | 4749 B) Salvation depends on our feeling that we are sinners and can only be saved by accepting Christ's death for us.
2123 | 2322 C) Faith is the result of our feelings of love toward our Savior, Jesus Christ.
1817 | 1711 D) As aresult of our faith in what Jesus has done for us, we will have continual positive feelings.
12B7. What is the most accurate description of Babylon in history and in prophecy?
1523 | 2324 A) Babylon is the pope and the Roman Catholic church.
3224 | 2424 B) Babylon is the enemy of God and His people.
1522 | 2218 C) Babylon is paganism and atheism.
3831 | 3134 D) Babylon is a nation that opposes true Christianity . . . a nation such as Rome, Russia or ancient Babylon.
12B18. The instruction to reveal God's character in our lives and to glorify Him by revealing Him to others, is part of:
1529 | 2932 A) the first angel's message
2719 | 1916 B) the second angel's message
2116 | 1612 C) the third angel's message
3636 | 3640 D) the message of all three angels
12B39. Ifyou were seeking to identify the remnant church today, what two characteristics of the remnant should you look
for according to Revelation 12?
1216 | 1619 A) worship on Sabbath and study the Bible
5030 | 3036 B) keep the commandments and have the spirit of prophecy
12 9| 9 9 C) believe in the sanctuary and the health message
2745 | 4536 D) keep the Sabbath and believe in the second advent
12B45. What is the common element of the 2300-day and the 70-week prophecies?
2129 | 2924 A) Both include the time of the investigative judgment.
3234 | 3441 B) Both are parts of the same prophecy in Revelation.
2919 | 1911 C) Both have the same concluding date (1844 A.D.).
1819 | 1924 D) Both have the same beginning date (457 B.C.).
12B51. Which statement best summarizes Christ's earthly ministry?
2421 | 2122 A) Jesus spent much of His time healing people because He knew the relationship of health and spirituality.
3229 | 2917 B) Jesus spent most of His time alone praying and talking with God in order to receive the Spirit's power and
wisdom.
3844 | 4454 C) Jesus spent most of His time preaching about God's love so that people would want to change.
6 6 | 6 6 D) Jesus spent most of His time alone with His disciples so that He could train them to continue His work.
12B54. The Seventh-day Adventist church is the only church that teaches the doctrine of:
3231 | 3127 A) the seventh-day Sabbath
2726 | 2623 B) the gift of prophecy
3228 | 2829 C) the sanctuary service and its meaning
915 | 1520 D) the non-immortality of the soul

On 5 of the low percent correct items there was a negative school effect. These items have been
listed earlier in the two sections listing items with negative school effect, but are repeated here for
emphasis. For these items most students in the high SDA home/ school group do not get the item
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correct, and the longer they are in school the less likely they are to get the item correct. In all but
one item, however, the negative school effects were quite small.

Low Percent Correct With Negative School Effect
6B29. Those who receive the seal of God:
3632 | 3232 A) will escape the time of trouble
1921 | 2125 B) receive the seal after the close of probation
3542 | 4239 C) will keep the seventh-day Sabbath
11 6 | 6 5 D) have never sinned

6B30. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?

1813 | 1313 A) They attend church faithfully.

3541 | 4128 B) They keep the commandments.

2713 | 1313 C) They read the Bible.

2033 | 3346 D) They suffer persecution.

6B43. Which of the following describes "sanctification"?
1410 | 10 8 A) All temptations are removed.

3947 | 4760 B) All past sins are forgiven.

2617 | 1715 C) Itis the work of a lifetime.

2126 | 2616 D) Salvation is gained by obeying all the commandments.

8A16. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?
13 7| 7 4 A) They attend church faithfully.
4544 | 4440 B) They keep the commandments.
20 7 | 7 5 C) They read the Bible.
2342 | 4252 D) They suffer persecution.

12B50. The year/day principle of prophetic interpretation is supported by which texts?
4756 | 5665 A) Daniel 7:16 and Revelation 14:1
1517 | 17 9 B) Exodus 20:8-11 and Joel 2:22
2920 | 2018 C) Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6
9 8| 8 8 D) John 1:1 and Revelation 1:1

There were 53 items with neither a home nor a school effect with the percent correct of the high
SDA home/ school group 40% or above: 11in grade 4,3 in grade 6,4 in grade 8,29 in grade 10 and
6 in grade 12. These items will not be listed here. Many will be listed in the section to follow
where items with poor learning are listed by Fundamental Belief.

Curriculum Implications

Theresults of the analyses reported above suggests both positive and negative conclusions. There
are items related to each Fundamental Belief that have a high percent correct and a low percent
correct. Thereareitemsrelated to each Fundamental Beliefthathave alarge home and large school
effect and for most beliefs items that have neither a home or school effect and for some negative
effects.

In this section will be presented each Fundamental Belief with a listing of items that suggest good
and poor learning. For most beliefs, all items that are classified as suggesting poor learning are
listed butonly a sample ofitems indicating good learning are listed. For some beliefs this is a small
sample and for others a bit larger. Items were chosen that seemed to indicate the breadth of good
learning that was occurring for each belief.

In most cases items were classified as indicating good learning if there was over 85% correct for
the high SDA home/ school group and over 70% correct for all students. The items suggesting poor
learning included items with a poor school effect where a strong school effect should be expected
or a much lower percent correct for the high SDA home/ school group than could be expected.

A sample of 87 items suggesting good learning and all 162 items suggesting poor learning are
listed. The items suggesting poor learning include 20 from grade 4,29 from grade 6, 26 from grade
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8,42 from grade 10 and 45 from grade 12. This includes 22-41% ofthe items for each of the grades,
and 33% of the 490 items for all 5 grades combined.

For each Fundamental Belief, where evident the implications suggested by the item results are
presented. To aid in curriculum improvement, the 162 items suggesting problems are also listed
in Appendix A in a re-ordered listing by grade level. The items suggesting good learning are not
included in Appendix A.

As in the previous section, the four numbers to the left of each item option indicate the percent
correct for the low and high home and school groups which have been defined earlier. Many of
the comments in this section include the last number on the line, the percent correct for students
in the high SDA home/ school group (have attended an Adventist school every grade and have a
parent who has been an Adventist for more than half of their life). This is the group that should
be expected to score high on all "important" items.

Fundamental Belief 1 -- The Holy Scriptures

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
Home School
LoHi Lo Hi
10A20. How best can Bible study be a source of joy and inspiration?

2820 | 2011 A) When it increases knowledge.

21 1 4 B) When it convicts of sin.
5778 | 78 84 C) When it changes the heart.
13 1 1 2 D) When you realize that you are keeping the commandments perfectly.

12A2. In what way is the Bible inspired?

95 5 2 A) God dictated the words the Bible writers used to be sure no errors were made.
7787 | 8792 B) God inspired holy men to write His thoughts in the words of men.

6 2 | 2 4 C) Holy men wrote the Bible using their own ideas and words.

9 7 7 3 D) The books of the Bible are varied in inspiration because some Bible writers, like Jonah, were less obedient to
the Holy Spirit.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
6A16. What is the safest thing to do in deciding what is right or wrong?
1314 | 1413 A) Ask our parents for advice.
13 5| 5 4 B) Ask our pastor for advice.
4656 | 5662 C) Apply principles found in the Bible.
2824 | 2421 D) Do what we think is the right thing.

6A32. What is the major theme of both the Old and New Testaments?
3139 | 3951 A) the character of God
2515 | 1512 B) the life of Jesus on earth
3532 | 3228 C) the work of the Holy Spirit
914 | 1410 D) the deceptions of Satan

8B19. The doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist Church are based on:
8 2| 2 1 A) theBible -- only the Old Testament

10 2 | 2 2 B) the Bible -- only the New Testament

5074 | 7476 C) the Bible -- both the Old and New Testaments

3222 | 2221 D) the Bible and the traditions of the church

10A3. What is the greatest benefit that comes from Bible study?
4 3| 3 1 A) You will be able to show other people where they are wrong.
6257 | 5756 B) You will come to love Jesus.
2119 | 1910 C) You will have the satisfaction of greater knowledge.
1321 | 2133 D) You will be able to answer for your faith.

10A34. What is the central, unifying theme of the Bible?
3621 | 2123 A) instruction on how we should live

2347 | 4759 B) the plan of redemption

1511 | 11 4 C) the importance of keeping the commandments
2622 | 2214 D) the second coming of Christ

Almost all 12th graders understand the way in which the Bible is inspired (12A2).
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Poor learning is evident on items related to understanding how to use the Bible (6A16), the major
theme of the Bible (6A32 and 10A34), the dependence on the Bible for doctrine (8B19), and the
benefit of Bible study (10A3).

A large percent (33%) of 10th graders in the high SDA home/ school group believe that the greatest
benefit of Bible study is to be able to answer for your faith (10A3). This suggests a prooftext type
of application of Bible study where you study the Bible more for other's benefit than your own.
The stronger the SDA home and SDA schooling background, the more prevalent is this faulty
interpretation. On a related item, most 10th graders did understand some of the benefits of Bible
study (10A20).

A large percent (23%) of 10th graders in the high SDA home/ school group believe that the central,
unifying theme of the Bible is instruction on how we should live (10A34). This is consistent with
criticism of schools as fostering "living by the rules". For students from SDA homes, the more
schooling, the more prevalent is this faulty interpretation.

Fundamental Beliefs 2 & 3 -- The Nature of God

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
4A18. Which of the following is the best description of God?
15 8 | 8 6 A) God will not allow Satan to harm any Christians.
8 4| 4 2 B) God will remember our sins throughout eternity.
7486 | 8691 C) God never stops loving people even when they stop loving Him.
3 3] 3 1 D) All earthquakes and floods are sent by God to punish the wicked.

12A1. What behavior on our part will separate us from God's love?

9 9| 9 6 A) When we do not confess our mistakes and sins, God does not reach out to us with love.
12 3 | 3 2 B) When we decide to turn away from God, He no longer loves us.

33 3 2 C) When we are discouraged, God is not able to show His love to us.
7786 | 8689 D) When we reject God, we will not receive the benefits of His love.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4A8. What must you do in order for God to love you?

3125 | 2522 A) You must love Him.

1315 | 1512 B) You must be sorry for your sins.

2720 | 2015 C) You must keep all of His commandments.

3040 [ 4051 D) You do not have to do anything because He loves everyone.

Two 4th grade items related to the love of God give mixed results. Whereas one item (4A18)
suggests that almost all 4th graders understand that God loves even those who do not love him,
on another item when the options in the question are more subtle (4A8), only about halfofthe high
SDA home/ school group selected the answer that God's love is unconditional. Halfthought that
we must do something before God will love us. This item, however, had both high home and
school effects.

Almost all 12th graders understood that God's love for us is continual, even if we reject Him
(12A1).

Fundamental Beliefs 4 & 9 -- The Son

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
6A2. Why did Jesus come to this earth?
93 3 2 A) to show how much God hates sin
2418 | 1815 B) to demonstrate how we can live a sinless life
5975 | 7583 C) to seek and save the lost
8 5| 5 1 D) toprove that He was better than Satan

8A36. Which of the following was the most important reason Jesus came to the earth?
1813 | 13 6 A) to show people how important it is to keep the Ten Commandments
75 5 5 B) tounderstand what it is like to be human
16 7 | 7 4 C) to heal the sick and raise the dead
5975 | 7586 D) to show people what God is like
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Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4A36.

2844 | 4454 A)

Why did Jesus never sin when He was a child?
He prayed often and listened to the Holy Spirit.

2418 | 1816 B)
2422 12219 ©)
2416 | 1610 D)

3828 | 2821 A)
2122 | 2219 B)
1718 | 1817 C)
2531 | 3142 D)

4A38.

He was God and could not sin.
He was kept from sinning by God.
He was never tempted by Satan.

Why was Jesus able to answer all of Satan's temptations in the wilderness?
He was smarter than Satan.

God told Him the words to say.

He could read Satan's mind.

He had studied and memorized Scriptures.

. What risk did Jesus take when He became human?

God would not accept His death for our sins.
He would sin and lose the chance of returning to heaven.

8A6
1617 | 1715 A)
11|11 B)

6557 | 5762 D)

He would lose His Father's help for victory over sin.
He would not get back the divine nature God took from Him when He left heaven.

. When Christ was on earth He was:

part human and part divine
fully divine and not human
fully human and not divine
fully human and fully divine

2632 | 3228 A)
11 6| 6 6 B)
67| 73 0
5755 | 5563 D)

10B21.

Incarnation means:
in the spirit

in Christ

in glory

in the flesh

6064 | 6467 A)

10B22.

How did Christ deal with Simon, who felt no need, and Mary, who knew she was a sinner?
He treated both with kindness.

37| 75 B)
2125 | 2523 Q)

65| 55 D)
10B37.
210 |10 6 A)

4030 | 3029 B)
3434 | 3431 ©O)
2327 | 2735 D)

He firmly pointed out their sin.
He told them both a parable.
He exposed them for what they were.

How could Jesus be "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world"?
Lucifer laid plans for Christ's death before creation.

The very first sacrifices represented Jesus' death.

Jesus would have died for one sinner.

Before the world was created, provision was made for sin.

5460 | 6066 A)

10BS55.

Which of the following is considered an historic fact of Christ's life?
Jesus was crucified.

2823 | 2325 B)

99| 96 C)
98| 8 4 D)
12B22.

2935 [ 3540 A)

Jesus was resurrected from the dead.
There were as many as500 who saw the resurrected Christ.
The disciples were changed by the resurrection.

The Bible teaches that Jesus:
was a sinless being who pre-existed before creation

1513 | 1314 B)
4438 | 3839 O)
1215 | 15 7 D)

2421 [ 2122 A)

12B51.

was God yet was miraculously conceived as a human being through His sinless mother, Mary
is the same person as the Holy Spirit and God the Father
was a perfect human being and could not have sinned

Which statement best summarizes Christ's earthly ministry?
Jesus spent much of His time healing people because He knew the relationship of health and spirituality.

3229 12917 B)

3844 | 4454 C)
6 6| 66 D)

Jesus spent most of His time alone praying and talking with God in order to receive the Spirit's power and
wisdom.

Jesus spent most of His time preaching about God's love so that people would want to change.

Jesus spent most of His time alone with His disciples so that He could train them to continue His work.

Most students in grades 6 and 8 have a correct understanding of why Jesus came to earth (6A2 and

8A36).

Many ofthe items suggesting programs deal with the nature of Jesus (why He never sinned, how
He was able to withstand temptation, the risk He took in coming to earth, His human/ divine
nature, and his pre-existence (4A36, 4A38, 6A39, 8A6, and 12B22). In all of these question only
about half of the high SDA home/ school group had the correct understanding.
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Two 12th grade items show a high percent of the high SDA home/ school group giving a common
incorrect response. About halfbelieve that Jesus was the same person as the Holy Spirit and God
the Father (12B22) and that Jesus spent most of his time preaching (12B51).

Otheritemssuggesting poor learning dealt with meanings ofthe word incarnation (10B21) and the
phrase "the Lamb slain from the foundation ofthe world" (10B37), similarities in Christ's treatment

of Simon and Mary (10B22), and the historicity of Christ's crucifixion (10B55).

Fundamental Belief 5 -- The Holy Spirit

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
8AS. Everyone who receives the Holy Spirit will:
1816 | 16 9 A) never fall away from God
6 4| 4 1 B) liveaperfect life
7077 | 7788 C) learn more truth about God
7 4| 4 2 D) speak in tongues

12A27. What does it mean to live a life "filled with the Spirit"?
6 6 | 6 3 A) speaking in tongues to show the Holy Spirit is in my life
18 6 | 6 4 B) living a perfect sinless life in which I no longer sin
6174 | 7485 C) thinking and acting through the influence of the Holy Spirit who unites me with Christ
1514 | 14 9 D) becoming God's servant because He controls my life and makes my decisions for me

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
4A24. Who came to comfort and guide Christ's followers after He returned to heaven?
1415 | 1518 A) Moses and Elijah
13 8 | 8 9 B) God the Father
3353 | 5356 C) the Holy Spirit
3924 | 2417 D) Jesus

12A30. Which of the following does NOT describe part of the work of the Holy Spirit?
9 8 | 8 6 A) inspired the Holy Scriptures

4440 | 4035 B) convicts us of our sins

1510 | 10 5 C) helps us to understand the Bible

3243 | 4354 D) is ahigh priest in the heavenly sanctuary

On the three items listed concerning the work of the Holy Spirit, two items suggest that students
have a general understanding of the work of the Holy Spirit (8A5 and 12A27), while another
(12A30) does not. 35% of 12th graders in the high SDA home/ school group thought that the Holy
Spirit does not convict us of sin (12A30).

About half of the 4th graders did not recognize the role of the Holy Spirit after Christ's ascension
(4A24).

Fundamental Belief 6 -- Creation

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
8B43. God created human beings:
15 8 | 8 5 A) to replace the fallen angels
6477 | 7784 B) to have loving fellowship with Him
11 5 5 3 C) to give Satan someone to tempt
1010 | 10 9 D) to prove to the universe that Lucifer was wrong and He was right

10A49. In support of special creation, the orderliness of the planets and stars indicate:
5779 | 7988 A) asuperior designer
17 6 | 6 5 B) achance relationship
9 71 7 3 C) the universe is quite old
17 9| 9 4 D) the universe is expanding

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4A30. God created people on earth to be His:
1112 | 1210 A) equals

4570 | 7073 B) friends

11 3 3 2 C) gardeners

3316 | 1615 D) servants
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Most students in grades 8 and 10 had a good understanding of creation (8B43 and 10A49). On the
only creation-related item suggesting poor learning, at the 4th grade item relating to the reason
God created people on earth, while there was a large home effect, there was no school effect and
the percent correct was not has high as could be desired for a question this easy (4A30).

Fundamental Belief 7 -- The Nature of Man

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
6A21. Which of the following was NOT a characteristic of mankind at Creation?
15 9| 9 4 A) freeto choose
7 4| 4 2 B) healthy
11 7| 7 7 C) innocent
6681 | 8188 D) sinful

10B4. God intends that man shall become like Him in:
9 8 | 8 5 A) appearance

6887 | 8790 B) character

21 2| 2 3 C) intelligence

2 3| 3 2 D) creative ability

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
4A12. What plan does God have for your life?
2112 | 1211 A) He will be happy with whatever you choose to do as long as it is not a bad thing.
3136 | 3646 B) He has a purpose for your life that He will help you to fulfill.
5 71 7 5 C) Heknows what job you should work at in life and you should be sure to find out what it is before you become
an adult.
4345 | 4538 D) The only plan He has for you is the same as everyone else which is to live with Him in heaven.

6A15. Why is it important to understand the true force of the will?
10 7 } 7 7 A) Christ does not expect us to use our will after we accept Him.
3136 | 3638 B) We act according to the decisions of our will.
3636 | 3641 C) Our will is the influence for good that God gives us.
2321 | 2113 D) Ifwe do not accept Christ, we have no will.

Whereas on some items most students in the high SDA home/ school group understand aspects
of the nature of man (6A21 and 10B4), over half of 4th graders do not understand that God has a
unique plan for each person (4A12) and over halfofthe 6th graders do notunderstand the nature
of the human will, with a large percent thinking that our will is an influence for good (6A15).

Fundamental Belief 8 -- The Great Controversy

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)

8A43. Lucifer began his campaign against God by:
2512 | 12 9 A) telling the angels to disobey God's rules
12 6 | 6 5 B) openly declaring war against God
5173 | 7382 C) spreading doubt about God's love for the angels
13 9| 9 4 D) refusing to obey God the Son anymore

12A52. Which of the following is the major idea Satan has used throughout history to attack God?
13 8 | 8 4 A) The Bible cannot be believed.
4212 | 12 8 B) God created all human beings with a sinful nature.
3974 | 7485 C) God's law is not fair.
7 7| 7 3 D) God is not divine.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4B39. Why is there so much pain and suffering in the world?

1711 | 11 8 A) God sends it to us as a punishment for the sins we commit.
2120 | 2012 B) God sends it to us to teach us not to sin.

2626 | 2626 C) God sends it to us to strengthen us to become better Christians.
3643 | 4354 D) God allows the natural results of sin to occur.

6B32. Which group best understood Christ's mission on earth?
3238 | 3852 A) the angels in heaven

2923 | 2318 B) the twelve disciples

2015 | 1513 C) the people He healed

1925 | 2517 D) Peter, James, and John
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6B33. In the Great Controversy battle between God and Satan, on which side are people on the earth?
16 7| 7 5 A) Allare on God's side because of Christ's death.
1310 | 10 7 B) All are on Satan's side because they have sinned.
2435 | 3544 C) All who have not joined God's side are on Satan's side.
4749 | 4945 D) Some are on God's side, some are on Satan's side, and some are not on either side.
8A22. Why was Lucifer's sin eventually unforgivable?
5046 | 4644 A) He got others to sin.
2233 | 3336 B) He had fully known God's love and character.
2014 | 1413 C) He left heaven.
8 7| 7 7 D) He complained about God's government.
8A28. Which of the following is NOT a reason that God spared Lucifer's life?
11 8 | 8 7 A) Satan's character had to be allowed to develop.
3833 | 3328 B) Satan's death would have made people serve God out of fear rather than love.
3451 | 5156 C) Satan's army was larger than God's.
17 9|1 9 9 D) God knew He couldn't use force to stop rebellion.
8A45. Why did Satan want to get Adam and Eve to disobey God?
2928 | 2827 A) because he hated them
3452 | 5255 B) to show that God was unfair

8 3 | 3 3 C) sothey would be happier

2917 | 1716 D) so God would change His law
8B4. Genesis 3:15 is God's first promise to man. What promise was made?
2823 | 2320 A) God would send a flood to cleanse the earth.
7 5] 5 4 B) God would make the Jews a chosen people.

2332 | 3236 C) Jesus would ultimately defeat Satan.
4340 | 4040 D) Adam and Eve would live forever if they didn't sin.

10A31. In the Great Controversy context why did God allow Satan to tempt Adam and Eve?
5550 | 5044 A) He wanted to test the loyalty of Adam and Eve.
1920 | 2021 B) He wanted it to be an object lesson for later generations.
1528 | 2834 C) He wanted to let Satan demonstrate his accusations against God.
11 2 | 2 1 D) Since they were created perfect He didn't expect them to fall.

10A40. In Genesis 3:15 who is predicted to bruise the head of Satan?
4949 14948 A) Christ
2313 | 1312 B) Eve

6 8| 8 4 C) Adam

2130 | 3036 D) the church
12A4. What is the central issue in the Great Controversy?
3225 | 2512 A) Is the seventh day the Sabbath?
0 8 | 8 3 B) Isthe Bible really God's word?
2719 | 1937 C) Can God's authority, laws, and love be trusted?
4148 | 4848 D) Can human beings gain the victory over sin and succeed where Adam failed?
12A26. Which of the following describes the laws in heaven before Lucifer rebelled?

9 9| 9 7 A) The angels realized that although obeying God's laws took a lot of effort, it was necessary.
3838 | 3846 B) The laws of God were so mild, fair and reasonable that the angels scarcely knew they existed.
3849 | 4945 C) Laws did not yet exist because sin did not exist and there was no need for laws until there were sinners.
15 4 | 4 3 D) God's laws were restrictive, negative and difficult and Lucifer did not appreciate them.

Most 8th graders know about Lucifer's actions in heaven (8A43) and most 12th graders know
Satan's major attack against God (12A52).

There were 11 items suggesting poor learning related to The Great Controversy. Two items each
were related to God's dealing with Lucifer (8A22 and 8A28), the entrance of sin in the Garden of
Eden (8A45 and 10A31), and knowledge of Genesis 3:15 (8B4 and 10A40) and one item about the
group that best understood Christ's mission on earth (6B32). About half of 4th graders feel that
pain and suffering in the world is not a natural result of sin but rather is sent by God for a number
of different purposes (4B39). Abouthalfof6th graders think thata person can be "undecided"and
on neither God's or Satan's side (6B33). About halfof 12th graders think that the central issue in
the Great Controversy is whether human beings can gain the victory over sin (12A4). This focus
on ourselves rather than God is disturbing.
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Fundamental Belief 10 -- The Experience of Salvation

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
4B35. When people sin, God:
6879 | 7986 A) helps them understand that they have done something wrong
17 7 | 7 5 B) turns away from them until they repent
1010 | 10 6 C) causes them to suffer for their sins
6 4| 4 4 D) does not protect them from danger

6B1. Which of the following would be most like God's response to people who make mistakes?
6480 | 8090 A) "Your disobedience makes me sad, but I still love you."

11 4 | 4 3 B) "You have broken the law and I am angry with you."

11 5| 5 2 C) "I will save you no matter what you do."

1411 | 11 5 D) "You need to read my law again so you won't repeat that mistake."

8B13. What must you do to be saved?

9 9] 9 5 A) Keepthe commandments exactly as they are stated.
1810 | 10 9 B) Obey God's law as you understand it.

6 6 | 6 4 C) Tryas hard as possible to be good.
6876 | 76 83 D) Have faith in Christ.

8B35. When you decide to follow God, how should you go about conquering the sins in your life?
1210 | 1011 A) Work on your sins one at a time.

12 7 | 7 3 B) Read a Bible text every day.

2013 | 13 6 C) Make a list of the sins you must overcome.

5670 | 7081 D) Spend time getting to know God more.

10A32. What action on your part will move you toward committing the unpardonable sin?
17 6 | 6 3 A) committing sin
13 4 | 4 3 B) disobeying your parents
2 5] 5 3 C) not studying the Bible
6885 | 8591 D) rejecting what the Holy Spirit is telling you

12A34. Which of the following illustrations best describes a converted person?

5375 | 7586 A) Sue is discovering that Jesus' love has changed her desires, and she is enjoying learning about Jesus.
1511 | 11 7 B) John has given away his rock music albums because he does not want to displease God.

18 8 | 8 4 C) Sharon always tries to do what is right so that she can be good enough to get into heaven.

15 6 | 6 3 D) Carl decides to be baptized when he hears that those who are not baptized will be lost.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4A35. If a person believes a new truth about God but does not follow it, what will happen?
1411 | 11 7 A) God will punish the person for rejecting the truth.

1515 | 1517 B) God will not try again to present truth to the person.

4245 | 4549 C) The person is less likely to accept truth the next time it is presented.

2930 | 3028 D) The person will not be saved.

4B30. If we do not forgive those who have done wrong to us:

15 8 | 8 8 A) God will understand why we cannot forgive.

3336 | 3633 B) God will forgive us anyway.

1615 | 1511 C) God will forgive others' sins so we will not have to forgive them.
3741 | 4148 D) God cannot forgive our sins.

4B36. When we give ourselves to Jesus, how will we act towards wrong things we once enjoyed?
2324 | 2418 A) Jesus will change us so we will hate doing them.

3745 | 4554 B) Jesus will help us not do them any longer.

2918 | 1812 C) Jesus will not allow Satan to tempt us again.

1113 | 1315 D) We will have to struggle by ourselves to overcome these temptations.

4B40. When we decide to follow Jesus what must we do before we come to Him?
3333 | 3338 A) We can come just as we are.

2426 | 2625 B) We must be kinder and more loving.

1621 | 2121 C) We must break our bad habits.

2720 | 2016 D) We must stop all sinning.

6B16. Which of the following is the best description of salvation?
3447 14757 A) ltisagift.
8 6 | 6 3 B) Itisdifficult to earn.
3939 | 3933 C) Itisareward for right living.
20 8 | 8 8 D) Itis wages given as a result of hard work.

6B20. Which of the following is NOT a step to conversion?
1211 | 11 9 A) repentance for sins committed

4845 | 4542 B) death to the old self

2929 | 2941 C) perfect obedience to God's law

1215 | 15 9 D) rebirth to a new life
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6B43.

Which of the following describes "sanctification"?

1410 | 10 8 A) All temptations are removed.
3947 | 4760 B) All past sins are forgiven.
2617 | 1715 C) Itis the work of a lifetime.
2126 | 2616 D) Salvation is gained by obeying all the commandments.
6B44. What does God's treatment of David after his sins teach us about God's forgiveness?
4244 | 4443 A) God can forgive even the worst sins and removes the bad consequences of the sin.
2633 | 3338 B) God can forgive even the worst sins but frequently does not remove the bad consequences of the sin.
2117 | 1714 C) God deals with very bad sins in a different way than other sins.
11 6 | 6 5 D) God does not forgive very bad sins that were deliberately committed.
8A3. Which stage of the Christian life is described as a daily walk with God which results in a changed way of living
and thinking?
4 6 | 610 A) edification
3522 | 2214 B) glorification
2621 | 2121 C) justification
3652 | 5255 D) sanctification
8A15. Which stage of the Christian life is described as "forgiveness for past sins and acceptance into God's family"?
15 9| 9 7 A) edification
2516 | 16 8 B) glorification
4050 | 5050 C) justification
2025 | 2535 D) sanctification
8B8. A Christ-like character:
2019 | 1916 A) isa goal too high to strive for on this earth
4051 | 5158 B) is aresult of a life-long process
3025 | 2521 C) is obtained eventually by all those who are baptized
9 5] 5 4 D) is an immediate result of baptism
8B39. The story of the vine teaches us that the most important task of the Christian life is to:
1411 | 11 3 A) do Christlike activities
810 | 10 5 B) rid the church of the "tares"
3934 | 3433 C) bea good example to others
3945 | 4558 D) keep a connection with God
10A2. What is the only way a person can be victorious over temptation?
11 3 3 7 A) Flee from the devil.
7792 | 9287 B) Live in contact with Christ.
11 5| 5 5 C) Choose to behold only the good.
2 0| 0 1 D) Obeygood counsel.
10A16. Justification could best be defined as:
15 5| 5 8 A) the work of a lifetime
4649 | 4955 B) forgiveness
3340 | 4030 C) removing sinful tendencies
7 6| 6 7 D) growth
10A26. True repentance for a sin includes being genuinely sorry for what you have done and:
3016 | 1610 A) never doing it again
2843 | 4338 B) determining to turn away from it
3218 | 1818 C) freely admitting you were wrong
1123 | 2335 D) making things right with others
10A27. Sanctification could best be defined as:
6239 | 3941 A) growing more like Christ
1112 | 12 6 B) an instant transaction
2646 | 4647 C) forgiveness for sin
25 5 6 D) undeserved love
10A42. In what way is Christianity superior to all other religions such as Judaism or Islam?
4332 | 3234 A) It speaks to us of only one God.
2 5| 5 4 B) Itholds out superior health practices.
15 6 | 6 7 C) Itteaches we should help others.
4057 | 5756 D) It offers forgiveness and a change of heart.
10A43. Christ has offered to become our righteousness if we are willing to:
4761 | 6169 A) confess and forsake sin
3829 | 2924 B) keep His commandments
13 7| 7 6 C) tell others about Him
2 3| 3 2 D) trustour parents for guidance
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12AS5. Which of the following best describes faith?
1524 | 2420 A) Faith is best developed by continual obedience.
2424 | 2438 B) Faith leads to obedience.
2113 | 13 7 C) Faith is the result of our effort to please God.
4139 | 3936 D) Faith is our gift to God for what He has done for us.

12A16. How are feelings related to our salvation and our faith?

1513 | 1317 A) Salvation does not depend on our feelings.

4747 | 4749 B) Salvation depends on our feeling that we are sinners and can only be saved by accepting Christ's death for us.
2123 | 2322 C) Faith is the result of our feelings of love toward our Savior, Jesus Christ.

1817 | 1711 D) As aresult of our faith in what Jesus has done for us, we will have continual positive feelings.

12A19. What was Martin Luther's discovery which sparked the Reformation?

18 8 | 8 5 A) Keeping God's commandments is not important if you love Christ.

2712 | 12 7 B) Ifyou do your best to achieve righteousness, God will make up the difference.
2729 | 2921 C) Righteousness is the result of faithfully keeping God's laws and commandments.
2751 | 5168 D) Righteousness is a gift received by faith.

12A38. Which of the following statements about faith is most accurate?

3243 | 4357 A) Faith is a spiritual gift given to each Christian and it can grow through a personal experience with God.
2119 | 1917 B) Faith comes from within a person as the mind is turned to spiritual things.

3528 | 2820 C) Faith is our attitude towards our beliefs and values.

1210 | 10 6 D) Everyone in the world has faith but only a few persons use it.

12A40. Which statement summarizes the salvation process as described by Paul in the book of Romans?

3856 | 5662 A) All men have sinned and therefore need salvation which is available through faith in Jesus.

1813 | 1317 B) God helps those who help themselves. Therefore salvation comes to those who keep God's laws.

3515 | 15 9 C) Sinners can become righteous through diligent effort which will lead to repentance and forgiveness.
917 | 1713 D) Salvation begins with our feelings, then leads to repentance which is followed by our conviction of sin.

12A41. The experience of living a new life by growing in the Holy Spirit is described by the term:
2114 | 1413 A) glorification

1219 | 1915 B) justification

5349 | 4963 C) sanctification

1518 | 18 9 D) spiritualism

12A45. Which of the following statements about sin is most accurate?

3356 | 5659 A) Sin brings ultimate unhappiness by destroying freedom. The only remedy for sin is the blood of Jesus.

2111 | 11 5 B) Sin brings lasting pleasure but it is usually disobedience to God.

3026 | 2627 C) After you have gained the victory over sin, God delights to forgive your sin and cleanse you from
unrighteousness.

15 7| 7 9 D) Sinis very deceptive and must be overcome by diligently relying on and exercising your will power.

12A54. What does it mean to be transformed into Christlikeness?
3454 | 5468 A) We are changed by Christ in this life to take on His character.
28 6 | 6 7 B) We become perfectly sinless and are ready for translation.
915 | 15 8 C) We are transformed at the second coming when we receive our immortal bodies.
2826 | 2618 D) The harder we try to overcome sin the more we will resemble Christ.

The six examples of items suggesting good learning relate to God's love even though we sin (4B35
and 6Bl), the importance of faith in salvation (8B13), how to overcome sin (8B35), the
unpardonable sin (10A32), and characteristics of a converted person (12A34).

26 ofthe 67 items related to this belief suggested poor learning. For each grade these were Grade
4: 40f9, Grade 6: 4 0f 15, Grade 8: 40f 18, Grade 10: 6 0f 10, and Grade 12: 8 of 15. On 16 of the
26 items over 50% of the high SDA home/ school group answered the item correctly but they are
noted here because either a higher percent could have been reasonably expected or a large percent
selected specific incorrect responses that have curricular implications.

Throughout these items, there was a core of 20-40% of students who selected responses related to
works rather than faith as the important element in salvation. Examples are items 6B16, 8B39,
10A43, 12A19 and 12A40. The majority of students for almost every item selected the faith
response.

Six items (6B43, 8A3, 8A15, 10A16, 10A27, and 12A41) related to definitions of the terms

justification and sanctification. Atall grades where these questions were asked (grades 6,8, 10,and
12), a low percent of students understood the terms. Except at grade 12 there was not a large

_43 -



school effect for these items (63% ofthe 12th grade high SDA home/ school group understood the
definition of sanctification). At grades 8 and 10 there was one question at each grade on
justification (8A 15 and 10A16) and one on sanctification (8A3 and 10A27). About half of the 8th
and 10th graders in the high SDA home/ school group answered the items correctly. At grade 6
only 15% answered the sanctification question (6B43) correctly.

Four items (4B36, 6B20, 8B8, and 12A54) related to conversion and the change that occurs after
conversion. 42% of 6th graders in the high SDA home/ school group do not think that death to the
old selfis a step to conversion and only 41% recognize that perfect obedience to God's law is not
a step to conversion (6B20).

Over half of 4th graders think we must change our behavior before we can come to Jesus (4B40).
About 40% of 6th graders think that when God forgives a sin, He removes the bad consequences
of the sin (6B44). Most 10th graders know how to overcome temptation (10A2) but there was a
substantial negative school effect. The response "Flee from the devil" was not selected very often
(3-11% by different groups) but the group with all SDA schooling selected it more often than the
low SDA school group.

The remaining items covered many different areas related to salvation. Two items for grade 12
indicate a lack of understanding of the nature of faith (12A5, and 12A38). Other items related to
the relationship between salvation and feelings (12A16), the result of not following what we
believe (4A35), the relationship between our forgiveness of others and God's forgiveness of us
(4B30), the importance of being connected with God as illustrated in the story of the vine (§8B39),
the nature of repentance (10A26), how Christianity has a different view of salvation than other
religions (10A42), Luther's contribution to the understanding of salvation (12A19), Paul's view of
salvation as presented in Romans (12A40), when forgiveness occurs (12A45), and the meaning of
being transformed into Christlikeness (12A54).

Fundamental Belief 11 -- The Church

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
4B8. What group does God want to tell others about Him?
6580 | 8088 A) children and adults of all ages
5 3 | 3 2 B) adult church members
1610 | 10 4 C) children and adults who have been baptized
14 7 | 7 6 D) ministers and church elders

12A23. What is the correct statement regarding finding the true church?
6277 | 7782 A) The best way to identify the true church is to compare a church's teachings with scripture.
3 5] 5 5 B) The best way to identify the true church is to find one that meets your needs.
21 9| 9 7 C) Since God's people are in all churches, there really is not one true church today.
15 9| 9 6 D) The Seventh-day Adventist church is clearly God's true church because no other church keeps the Sabbath.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
10B7. The Seventh-day Adventist church has a representative form of government, that is, the authority rests in the:
5362 | 6258 A) General Conference
9 7| 7 7 B) local conference
1512 | 12 4 C) pastor
2319 | 1931 D) church members

Almost all fourth grades understand that all persons are to be involved in the gospel commission
(4B8). Twelfth graders know the best way to identify the true church (12A23).

A majority of students misunderstand where the authority resides in the SDA church (10B7). 58%
of the high SDA home/ school group think the authority rests in the General Conference rather
than with church members. There is a negative home effect (the group with more SDA home
background has 9% more giving the General Conference response and 4% less giving the church
member response. There is a substantial positive school effect, but still only 31% ofthe high SDA
home/ school group answered the item correctly.
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Fundamental Belief 12 -- The Remnant and Its Mission

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)

6B15. Why does God tell us that He is coming soon?
7 4| 4 2 A) He wants us to know that He can predict the future.
6985 | 8590 B) He wants to give us an opportunity to be ready.
8 7| 7 4 C) Heknows we are interested in what is going to happen.
16 4 | 4 3 D) He knows that our fear of being lost will cause us to repent.
8A24. What does it mean when we are told that we should "let our lights shine"?
1612 | 12 8 A) Witnessing is a requirement for salvation.
8 2| 2 2 B) God wants Christians to keep track of the good things they do.
7281 | 8188 C) All Christians have something to share with the world.
4 5| 5 2 D) Every Christian should be able to give Bible studies.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4B45.

How should you as a Christian help people learn of Jesus' love?

17 7 | 7 6 A) Justtell them to read the Bible by themselves.
3137 | 3742 B) Tell them about your relationship with Jesus.
591 9 5 C) Itisbetter to have the pastor explain everything to them.
4847 | 4747 D) Pray for the Holy Spirit to teach them all they need to know
6B30. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?
1813 | 1313 A) They attend church faithfully.
3541 | 4128 B) They keep the commandments.
2713 | 1313 C) They read the Bible.
2033 | 3346 D) They suffer persecution.
8A16. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?
13 7| 7 4 A) They attend church faithfully.
4544 | 4440 B) They keep the commandments.
20 7 | 7 5 C) They read the Bible.
2342 | 4252 D) They suffer persecution.
10A4. An identifying mark of God's remnant people as stated in Revelation is:
17 4 | 4 8 A) They have great peace.
1322 | 2221 B) They are persecuted by the beast.
4033 | 3329 C) They are looking for the second coming.
3040 | 4041 D) They keep God's commandments.
12B18. The instruction to reveal God's character in our lives and to glorify Him by revealing Him to others, is part of:
1529 | 2932 A) the first angel's message
2719 | 1916 B) the second angel's message
2116 | 1612 C) the third angel's message
3636 | 3640 D) the message of all three angels
12B23. Which of the following is NOT clearly identified as a characteristic of the 144,000?
1820 | 2018 A) They have purity and spotlessness.
4747 | 4756 B) They died believing the third angel's message.
917 | 1712 C) They have honesty and integrity.
2716 | 1615 D) They follow the Lamb wherever He goes.
12B34. Why are angels depicted in Revelation as holding back the winds?
2914 | 1411 A) Winds represent the Holy Spirit who is being rejected by an evil generation.
2418 | 1816 B) Winds represent the evil angels who cannot tempt the righteous until probation closes.
1814 | 1417 C) Satan, represented by the wind, has not yet filled his cup of iniquity and God must be just.
2954 | 5455 D) God's people are not ready for the warfare and strife that will soon come.
12B39. Ifyou were seeking to identify the remnant church today, what two characteristics of the remnant should you look
for according to Revelation 12?
1216 | 1619 A) worship on Sabbath and study the Bible
5030 | 3036 B) keep the commandments and have the spirit of prophecy
12 9| 9 9 C) believe in the sanctuary and the health message
2745 | 4536 D) keep the Sabbath and believe in the second advent
12B55. According to Revelation 3, what is the condition of the Laodicean church?
2923 | 2318 A) spiritually blind, hopeless, cold and lifeless
1819 | 1912 B) ignorant of God's truth, apostate, under God's wrath, worldly
2948 | 4855 C) half-hearted, lacking in faith and love, living without Christ's righteousness
2410 | 1015 D) spiritually impoverished, senses need for Christ, responsive to God's love
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Most 6th graders know why God tells us he is coming soon (6B15) and most 8th graders know
what it means to let our lights shine (8A24).

About halfof4th graders feel their responsibility for witnessing is to pray for the Holy Spirit to do
the work (4B45). There is no school effect on this item.

At grades 6, 8, 10, and 12, students do not know the description of the remnant as found in
Revelation 12:17 (6B30,8A 16, 10A4,and 12B39). None ofthese items have a large school effect and
at grades 6 and 8 there is actually a negative effect. A higher percent of students in the high SDA
home/ school group think suffering persecution is a characteristic of the remnant than do those
with less SDA schooling. Atthesetwo grade levels a higher percent ofthe high SDA home/ school
group think persecution is a characteristic of the remnant than those who correctly recognize the
characteristic of keeping the commandments. Even at grades 10 and 12 less than half get the item
correct with a negligible school effect. For the 12th grade item there is a strong negative home
effect. Students from non-Adventist homes scored much higher than those from Adventisthomes,
who were most likely to think that the remnant were those who keep the Sabbath and believe in
the second advent.

Most 12th graders did not know the components of each of the three angel's messages with no
school effect on the item (12B18).

Otheritemsrelated to characteristics ofthe 144,000 (12B23), characteristics ofthe Laodicean church
(12B55), and why the angels are holding back the winds (12B34).

Fundamental Belief 13 -- Unity in the Body of Christ

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
10A29. When a church member is involved in sin and you have talked with him and he doesn't change, what should you
do next?
1110 | 1014 A) Report it to the pastor.
11 8 | 8 4 B) Discuss the problem with the church board.
13 3 | 3 1 C) Urge that he be disfellowshipped.
6679 | 7981 D) Take one or two others and try again.

12A3. What is the meaning of "unity in the body of Christ?"

18 4 | 4 3 A) All people who truly believe in Christ will not disagree over doctrine.
12 6 | 6 7 B) There is only one true church.

4759 | 5971 C) All true Christians will work together for the same goal.

2431 | 3119 D) God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit do not disagree.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4A13. What is meant by the saying "The last shall be first"?

5655 | 5560 A) Those who think of others before themselves are truly great.
2123 | 2320 B) Those who are last many times try harder and end up first.

13 9| 911 C) Ifyou are the last in line, someone may invite you to the front.
1012 | 1210 D) Sometimes the name at the bottom of the list gets called first.

6B25. To what extent should church members have unity?

4255 | 5562 A) Even though they disagree on some things, they should work unitedly for the same purpose.
2218 | 1813 B) There should not be disagreement between church members.

2110 | 1010 C) They should not disagree with ideas and beliefs of our church leaders.

1617 | 1715 D) God wants people to be individuals and not try to unite closely with other church members.

8A44. If you see some of the adults from church coming out of a bar, what would be an appropriate reaction?
30 9| 9 7 A) Be thankful that you are a better Christian than they are.
2016 | 1615 B) Tell the pastor about what they are doing wrong.
4472 | 7276 C) Realize that church membership doesn't mean a person is perfect.
73 3 2 D) Quit going to their church since it hasn't helped them.
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Most 10th graders know the correct steps to follow when involving the church in dealing with
church membersinvolved in sin (10A29), although there isno positive school effect on the item and
students with a higher SDA schooling background have a higher percent selecting the response
"report it to the pastor” than those with less schooling. Most 12th graders know the meaning of
unity in the body of Christ (12A3) while not as many 6th graders understand the degree or type
of unity that is desired (6B25). Many 4th graders do not know the meaning of "The last shall be
first" (4A13). In grade 8 there is no school effect to the item dealing with a Christian's response
when observing sin in others (§8A44). Aboutthe same percent of students in the low and high SDA
schooling groups would tell the pastor what they observed.

Fundamental Belief 14 -- Baptism

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
8B11. What part does baptism play in our lives?
6687 | 8793 A) Itis asign that we have decided to live for Jesus.
11 6 | 6 5 B) Itbegins our life of perfection.
14 3| 3 1 C) Ithelps us know right and wrong.
9 4| 4 1 D) Itgivesus special favor with God.

10A1. Baptism is a symbol that a person:
1510 | 10 5 A) knows the doctrines of the church

6 3 | 3 1 B) isready for church leadership

21 1 1 C) is perfectly keeping the law
7787 | 8793 D) is dying to sin and beginning a new life

12A13. Baptism is a symbol of:
9 8 | 8 5 A) the second coming of Christ
6887 | 8793 B) death and resurrection
15 3 3 2 () the creation of the world
93 3 1 D) the Sabbath

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

6B8. In the plan of salvation, baptism:

2527 | 2736 A) is a public statement of faith

1413 | 1310 B) is for those who have demonstrated their worthiness for church membership
4246 | 4646 C) leads to a right relationship with Christ

1914 | 14 8 D) should occur when one has overcome all one's known sins

10A39. What similarity is there between the covenant God made with Israel and the baptismal vow today?
2661 | 6169 A) Both separate God's people from the world.

17 7 | 7 5 B) Both are ratified by sprinkled water.

4530 | 3021 C) Both assure salvation.

13 3 | 3 5 D) Both commit the people to a promise they cannot keep.

Students in grades 8, 10 and 12 understand what baptism symbolizes (8B11, 10A1, and 12A13)
while over half of 6th graders do not (6B8). Since many students are being asked to consider
baptism by 6th grade, this lack ofunderstanding atthe end ofthe 6th grade is disturbing. The most
popularresponse selected by the 6th graders,including those in the high SDA home/ school group
was that baptism leads to a right relationship with Christ.

More 10th graders than one might like in the high SDA home/ school group (21%) feel that baptism
assures salvation (10A39).

Fundamental Belief 15 -- The Lord's Supper

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
10AS50. What is the basic purpose of the foot-washing part of the communion service?
1511 | 11 8 A) to teach cleanliness
17 9| 9 6 B) to setan example
4766 | 6678 C) to teach humility
2115 [ 15 9 D) to learn to help each other
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Items Suggesting Poor Learning

6B27. The two parts of the communion service are to remind us of:
2013 | 13 7 A) creation and the Sabbath
2113 | 13 6 B) the Sabbath and the importance of keeping the commandments
3432 | 3229 C) the resurrection and ascension of Christ
2542 | 4259 D) the death of Christ and our willingness to be a servant to others

8B22. The Lord's Supper symbolizes:
7 6| 6 5 A) baptism

3144 | 4452 B) Christ's death

12 8 | 8 4 C) thenew earth

5142 | 4239 D) Passover

8B42. The foot-washing service is done to:

2229 | 2930 A) show our need for forgiveness

2315 | 1510 B) make us worthy to partake of the bread and wine
11 6 | 6 3 C) make us embarrassed about our sinfulness

4551 | 5157 D) remind us of our need to serve others

12A11. Why is the Lord's Supper important to us?

2713 | 1312 A) God cleanses us from our sins if we participate.

1514 | 1412 B) It reminds us of God's creative power.

4232 | 3225 C) God's body becomes our body when we partake of the bread.
1540 | 4051 D) We have an opportunity to make things right with others and God.

Most 10th graders understand the meaning of the foot-washing part of the communion service
(10A50) while only about half ofthose at grades 6, 8, and 12 in the high SDA home/ school group
understand some aspects of the Lord's Supper (6B27, 8B22, 8B42, and 12A11).

Fundamental Belief 16 -- Spiritual Gifts & Ministries

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
8A37. To whom are spiritual gifts given?
1210 | 10 6 A) those who are trained to serve
7586 | 8692 B) every believer
10 4 | 4 2 C) tothose who speak in tongues
31 1 1 D) to all adults

12A14. Which of the following reflects a balanced view of sharing our faith?

2720 | 20 6 A) All true Christians will enjoy going Ingathering and passing out literature.

18 4 | 4 2 B) Church members should realize it is their duty to pay evangelists to witness for them.
4271 | 7189 C) There is an area of service that will match the personality of each believer.

12 5| 5 3 D) Failure to enjoy giving Bible studies is a sign of spiritual apathy.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
6A38. Why has God provided His followers with special skills and talents?
2416 | 1613 A) to reward them because they obeyed Him
5571 | 7173 B) to enable them to make this world a better place
1711 | 1112 C) to make them happier
4 2| 2 2 D) sothey don't have to work too much

Most students in grades 8 and 12 feel that all people have spiritual gifts and can be involved in a
unique type of service (8A37 and 12A14). About 1/ 4 of 6th graders do not understand the reason
why God gives His followers special skills and talents (6A38). This item also shows no school
effect.

Fundamental Belief 17 -- The Gift of Prophecy

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
8B36. Which of the following is NOT a test of a prophet?
15 6 | 6 3 A) believes Jesus is the Son of God
15 8 | 8 5 B) says things that agree with the Bible
4758 | 5876 C) lives a sinless life
2328 | 2816 D) gives accurate predictions

12B24. Which of the following would be sufficient to reject a person's claim to be a genuine prophet?
3010 | 10 6 A) There is no proof that all of the person's predictions have come true.

1511 | 11 6 B) The person does not make amazing predictions.

21 8 | 8 5 C) The person does not belong to a large, popular denomination.

3371 | 7183 D) The person's words and life are not in harmony with scripture.
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Items Suggesting Poor Learning

6B36. Which of the following is NOT a test of a prophet?

1413 | 13 7 A) believes Jesus is the Son of God
13 8 | 8 7 B) says things that agree with the Bible
4453 | 5362 C) lives a sinless life
2927 | 2724 D) gives accurate predictions
8B14. What was the purpose of Ellen White's inspired writings?

4 3 3 1 A) toshow how other religions were wrong

93 3 1 B) to correct errors in the Bible
2021 | 2123 C) to tell us about new doctrines not found in the Bible
6873 | 7375 D) to lead people to God

8B24. How important did Ellen White view the books and testimonies she wrote?

5650 | 5041 A) They were equal to the Bible.
3044 | 4457 B) They were less important than the Bible.
11 3 3 2 C) They were more important than the Bible.

4 2| 2 1 D) They were to replace the Bible.

12B31. To avoid misuse of the writings of Ellen White, which of the following guidelines should NOT be followed?
2440 | 4047 A) When studying with non-Adventists, use the Spirit of Prophecy as powerful proof to support truth.
2113 | 1310 B) Remember the context of the statement when applying it to a current situation.
3824 | 2419 C) Use the Bible only as the basis for a doctrine, not her writings.
1824 | 2423 D) Study her writings for personal growth rather than to impose her teachings on others.
12B33. Which of the following methods would be most effective in convincing individuals to accept the "Spirit of
Prophecy," referring to Ellen White?

3254 | 5457 A) Have them read one of her books such as Desire of Ages or Steps to Christ.
1816 | 16 16 B) Tell them about the unique physical manifestations Ellen White had during her visions.
2113 | 13 8 C) Read them some of the moving eulogies at the time of Ellen White's death.
2917 | 1719 D) Explain to them that she was one of the founders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.

While most students in grades 8§ and 12 recognize the tests of a prophet (§B36 and 12B24), at grade
6 (6B36) only 62% of students in the high SDA/ school group answered the item correctly.

Almost halfof8th graders (41% ofthe high SDA home/ school group) felt that Ellen White thought
her books and testimonies were equal to the Bible (8B24) and almost 1/ 4 (23% of the high SDA
home/ school group) felt the purpose of her inspired writings were to tell us about new doctrines
not found in the Bible (§B14), with no school effect on this item.

Two application-level items at grade 12 related to Ellen White (12B31 and 12B33) were correctly
answered by only about half of the students. On the item related to how to convince others to
accept the "Spirit of Prophecy" (referring to Ellen White), there was no school effect.

Fundamental Belief 18 -- The Law of God

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)

4B12. Why does God want us to obey Him?

8B5. What should be your reason for obeying God?

5 4 B) You want others to know that you're a Christian.

8B30. What is the best reason for keeping God's laws?

33 3 1 A) We are afraid of Him.
13 3 | 3 2 B) Our parents tell us to.
1921 | 2117 C) Heisall powerful.
6573 | 7380 D) Welove Him.
7 4| 4 2 A) Being good is the way to receive salvation.
10 5
7383 | 8391 C) You love Him.
10 7| 7 4 D) Good works make you feel happy inside.
52| 2 1 A) toavoid God's punishment
914 | 14 9 B) to make your life happier
6266 | 6679 C) because you love God
2318

1811 D) because you want to gain eternal life
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Items Suggesting Poor Learning
6A23. When Isaac willingly laid on the altar as the sacrifice, which of the Ten Commandments was he obeying?
3138 | 3854 A) fifth
3127 | 2724 B) sixth
2426 | 2618 C) eighth
14 9| 9 5 D) tenth

10B2. When Jesus said He had come to "fulfill" the law He meant:
7768 | 6874 A) to meet all its requirements

616 | 1613 B) to bring it to an end
1315 | 1510 C) toaddtoit

4 2| 2 4 D) todoaway with parts of it

10B16. The greatest Bible commandment of all is to:
4538 | 3847 A) love God
1527 | 2730 B) love your neighbor
3433 | 3321 C) keep God's commandments
6 3 3 2 D) pray daily

10B20. The third commandment in the Law tells us that we should NOT:
1510 | 10 9 A) work on the Sabbath day

4945 | 4555 B) take the Lord's name in vain

2620 | 2017 C) put any other god before God

1125 | 2519 D) make any graven images

10B45. Ann was attracted by Julie's new jacket. She liked it so much that she stole it. What commandment did she break
besides the eighth?

1310 | 10 9 A) third

4328 | 2830 B) sixth

2334 | 3422 C) seventh

2129 | 2939 D) tenth

10B47. What is the definition of "grace" as used in the Bible?
2150 | 5063 A) love we do not deserve

2615 | 1511 B) the influence of the Holy Spirit

2320 | 2016 C) help God gives after we try as hard as we can

3016 | 1610 D) a beliefin the goodness of Christ

12B15. As revealed in Romans 7, what is Paul's attitude about God's law?
2741 | 4135 A) The law is holy and thus destroys sin in our lives.

2414 | 1413 B) God's grace frees us from the need to keep the law.

35 9| 9 9 C) The law brings death because it leads to immorality and idolatry.
1537 | 3742 D) The law is holy but it cannot save us since we are unholy.

12B30. God's law as expressed in the Ten Commandments should have what role in our lives?
1844 | 4457 A) It should reveal our sinfulness and thus our need of a Savior.

27 5 5 5 B) It will restrict our freedom so we will not sin.

3823 | 2316 C) Itis the standard we must keep to get to heaven.

1827 | 2722 D) Itis a general guideline rather than an absolute law like the law of gravity.

12B37. Which of the following most accurately describes the role of God's law in our lives?
2429 [ 2940 A) The commandments are a wall of protection around us.

1810 | 10 7 B) The commandments are part of Old Testament legalism.

3546 | 4632 C) By keeping the commandments we become justified before God.

2415 | 1522 D) As Christians we are saved by grace and the law has been replaced by love.

12B43. Which of the following is NOT one of the meanings for the word "law" in the Bible?
1813 | 1316 A) the books of Moses (Genesis, etc.)
2723 | 2318 B) the ceremonial requirements
4746 | 4650 C) the rules or "laws" of nature (gravity, etc.)
919 | 1916 D) the Bible as a whole

12B44. What is the relationship between law and grace?

4448 | 4863 A) By faith I accept God's free gift of salvation, and God then gives me the power to keep His law.
2419 | 19 9 B) Imust keep the law to be saved and have faith that Jesus will accept this as righteousness.
2119 | 1922 C) God's gift of salvation is free yet I must keep the law to be worthy to receive it.

1214 | 14 6 D) Since keeping the law has no merit with God, salvation means I no longer need to obey the law.

At grades 4 and 8 most students indicated that they understand that obedience is related to love,
rather than because of fear or because of hope for a reward (4B12, 8B5, and 8B30).
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Three items at grades 6 and 10 (6A23, 10B20, and 10B45) indicate that a large percent of students
(half or more on these items) cannot identify which of the Ten Commandments deals with certain
issues.

Less than 2/ 3 of students in the high SDA home/ school group answered items correctly related
to the greatest Bible commandment (10B16), the definition of "grace" (10B47), Paul's attitude about
God's law as found in Romans 7 (12B15), the purpose of the Ten Commandments (12B30 and
12B37), and how the word "law" is used in the Bible (12B43).

On a direct item on the relationship between law and grace (12B44), 31% of students in the high
SDA home/ school group in grade 12 selected one of the two responses indicating an erroneous
view that merit is gained by keeping the law. There were 63% in this group who answered this
item correctly and 6% who selected the "cheap grace" responses. However, there was a strong
positive school effect on this question.

On a 10th grade item on what Jesus meant when he said he would "fulfill" the law (10B2), while
over 70% answered correctly, there was a negative home effect and a small school effect.

Fundamental Belief 19 -- The Sabbath

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
6A17. To what extent should we enjoy the Sabbath?
14 5| 5 4 A) We should worship God whether or not it is enjoyable.
8 4| 4 3 B) Weshould rest on the Sabbath and not do enjoyable things.
10 4 | 4 2 C) We will keep the Sabbath better if we do our favorite things.
6887 | 8792 D) We should enjoy the Sabbath while we are worshipping God and doing good to others.

6A42. Which of the following was a reason God provided the Sabbath for us?
5672 | 7284 A) So we could have a special time with God.
12 6 | 6 3 B) Sowe could have time to do our own pleasure.
2416 | 16 9 C) So we could prove our obedience to God by keeping the Sabbath.
9 6 | 6 4 D) Sowe could have time to witness to our neighbors.

8A39. As you decide how to keep the Sabbath, what should your goal be?
11 5| 5 5 A) toenjoy yourself

1212 | 12 9 B) to keep from doing things you do during the week

6181 | 8184 C) toknow God better

17 3 3 2 D) to be religious all day long

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
12B11. Which of the following is NOT correct in terms of a biblical understanding of the Sabbath?
2114 | 1412 A) After sin is removed, the Sabbath will still be celebrated.
4737 | 3740 B) The Sabbath is part of the ceremonial law which illustrates the plan of salvation.
616 | 1615 C) The Sabbath existed before the Jewish nation.
2733 | 3334 D) Itis not possible for a person to keep the Sabbath holy unless he has committed his life to God.

12B42. Which of the following is biblically and historically accurate in terms of the change in worship from Sabbath to
Sunday?

2116 | 1610 A) Due to anti-Jewish feelings, early Christians began to keep Sunday as early as the time of Paul the apostle.

2412 | 12 9 B) In order to end the terrible persecutions of the believers, the Jerusalem council of Acts15 recognized the right

to worship on Sabbath and on Sunday.

4456 | 56 64 C) There are no biblical passages that advocate Sunday worship which resulted from compromise with paganism.

1216 | 1617 D) The Emperor Constantine began to keep Sunday because scripture advises us to honor the day of Christ's

resurrection.

Most 6th graders understand the extent to which we should enjoy the Sabbath (6A17) and most 6th
and 8th grades understand the purpose of the Sabbath (6A42 and 8A39).

A substantial percent of 12th graders (34% of the high SDA home/ school group) feel that it is
possible for a person to keep the Sabbath who has not committed his life to Christ (12B11).
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A surprising percent of 12th graders (17% of the high SDA home/ school group) think that
Constantine kept Sunday because scripture advises us to honor the day of Christ's resurrection.
However, 64% of this group did recognize that there are no biblical passages advocating Sunday
worship.

Fundamental Belief 20 -- Stewardship

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
6B35. When people serve God to the best of their ability, whose service does God value most highly?
12 7| 7 4 A) the leaders of the church
1410 | 10 8 B) the people who have won the most souls to the church
14 9 | 9 5 C) the most talented people
6074 | 7483 D) He values all of them the same.

8A32. If you earn $100 during the summer, how much of it does God expect you to return to Him as tithe?
11 3| 31 A) $I
52| 22B)S$s
6889 [ 8995 C) $10
16 6| 6 2 D) $50

12A32. What is the biblical principle of financial stewardship?
6 4| 4 2 A) Weshould give more tithes and offerings so that God will bless us with more money.
1520 | 2012 B) We should be obedient to the Bible instruction to pay ten percent tithe and ten percent offerings.
3012 | 12 6 C) Tithes and offerings help us to be worthy of God's love and blessings.
4964 | 6480 D) Returning ten percent of our increase and giving offerings as we are able is a loving response to God's blessing.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

6B2. Why does God ask us to return our tithe to Him?

1311 | 1113 A) to have enough money to build Christian churches and schools
1825 | 2519 B) to raise money to help poor people all over the world

4953 | 5358 C) to remind us of God's many blessings

2012 | 1211 D) to test our obedience

6B19. Which of the following would be the best reason you should help other people?
3231 | 3128 A) God has told us to help each other.

13 7 | 7 7 B) Unless everyone helps, many people would not be cared for.

2735 | 3541 C) Your love for others makes you want to help them.

2927 | 2725 D) Ifyou help others, they will help you when you need help.

8A4. Why does God ask us to return a part of our income to Him?
7161 | 6161 A) Giving helps us become less selfish.

518 | 1822 B) He needs the money for His work.

21 1 1 C) He does not want some people to have more money than others.
2220 | 2015 D) Itis a church doctrine.

Most 6th graders understand that God values all who use their talents for Him (6B35). Almost all
8th graders understand the meaning of tithe (8A32). Most 12th graders understand the biblical
principle of stewardship (12A32).

32% of 6th graders and 22% of 8th graders in the high SDA home/ school groups think that God
needs our tithe to carry on His work on earth (6B2 and 8A4). There was no school effect on the 8th
grade item.

Less than halfof 6th graders understand that love should be the motivation for helping others. In

the high SDA home/ school group, 28% selected the response indicating obedience and 25%
selected the "selfish" response.
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Fundamental Belief 21 -- Christian Behavior

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
4A44. When you are treated badly by someone else, how does God expect you to act in return to the other person?
12 5| 5 4 A) Tryto even things out by acting the same way back to the other person.
6885 | 8589 B) Treat the other person with kindness.
10 5| 5 4 C) Have nothing to do with the other person.
9 5| 5 3 D) Tell others how you have been treated so they can avoid the other person.

8A20. Jesus said that when He returns, there will be a group of people who expect to be saved because of all the good
things they did. Why won't they be saved?
7 4| 4 1 A) They weren't baptized.
10 5| 5 2 B) They never studied the Bible.
17 9| 9 5 C) They were mean and cruel to other people.
6683 | 8392 D) They did good things for the wrong reasons.

8A33. Which statement about influence is true?

10 5| 5 3 A) Allinfluences in a Christian school are positive.

6471 | 7183 B) A person's influence is either positive or negative.

11 8 | 8 3 C) We are not responsible for the influence we have on others.
1516 | 1611 D) We are influenced only by those we admire.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4A42. Which of the following will most likely have the strongest effect in leading someone to Christ?
4856 | 5658 A) seeing the life of a true Christian

10 8 | 8 6 B) hearing a good sermon

3024 | 2426 C) being given a good Bible study

1212 | 1210 D) taking a Bible class in school

6A10. What is the best reason for doing good works?
3117 | 1712 A) to prove to God that we love Him

10 7| 7 4 B) toearn God's love

2122 | 2224 C) to benefit others

3955 | 5560 D) to witness to others how they should live

8A23. As you grow in your love for Jesus, how will you feel about good works?
3643 | 4351 A) When you love God, good works just naturally happen.

7 2| 2 1 B) Since you're saved, God does not care whether you do good works or not.
2720 | 2013 C) Works help you stay in good standing with God.
3036 | 3634 D) Good works show people that you are a Christian.

8A38. What is the biggest danger that exists when you watch television programs that are not wholesome?
1516 | 1617 A) They waste time that you should be spending on better things.

1716 | 1611 B) You will become less interested in studying for school and helping your parents around the house.
2011 | 11 9 C) People will see you and get the wrong impression of the kind of person you are.

4958 | 5862 D) You will be changed in a bad way even if you do not want to be.

12A20. Which of the following statements about habits is most accurate?
912 | 12 7 A) Good habits are the basis of salvation.

4143 | 4356 B) Good habits are the result of salvation and will be present in a successful Christian's life.
9 8 | 8 7 C) Since we are saved by faith, habits are not an important part of a Christian's life.

4137 | 3729 D) Christ's love for us is in response to the quality of positive habits we develop in our lives.

Most 4th graders understand that we should respond with kindness even to those who mistreat
us (4A44). Most 8th gradersunderstand thatdoing good for the wrongreason will keep some from
being saved (8A20).

Whereas most 8th graders answered a general question on influence correctly (8A33), on a specific
item related to the influence of television (8A38), about 1/ 3 did not understand its potential
negative influence.

Almost half of students in the high SDA home/ school group in grade 4 thought that conversion
was more likely to result from a cognitive approach (sermon, Bible class, Bible study) than from

seeing the life of a true Christian (4A42).

A majority of 6th graders thought that the best reason for doing good works was to witness to
others how they should live (6A10). A higher percent of the high SDA home/ school group
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selected this response than any other group. Less than 1/ 4 of the students chose the correct
response (to benefit others). There was no school effect on this item. A similar item at grade 8
showed similar, but not as poor results (§A23). While about half of the high SDA home/ school
group answered the item correctly (a person who loves God does good works naturally),about 1/ 3
thought one does good works to show people that one is a Christian.

A large number (29%) of 12th graders in the high SDA home/ school group thought that Christ's
love for us is conditional -- it is in response to the quality of positive habits we develop in our lives
(12A20).

Fundamental Belief 22 -- Marriage and the Family

Items Suggesting Good Learmng (Examples)

12B4. Which is the most accurate statement regarding choosmg a marriage partner?
3 8 | 8 4 A) Ifyou have enough faith, God will choose your marriage partner for you.
1810 | 10 4 B) God has given you a mind to use as you decide by yourself whom you should marry.
6878 | 7888 C) Through prayer, counsel and the Holy Spirit, God will lead you in your choice of a marriage partner.
12 4 | 4 5 D) God gives minimal guidance in this decision because it is a personal choice you will have to live
12B26. If your parents have just disciplined you for a foolish mistake, what is the most mature response?
18 7 | 7 6 A) Tell them you will grow up faster if they let you live your own life so you can learn from your mistakes.
1514 | 14 7 B) Accept the discipline because it is too much to expect parents to treat you fairly in all situations.
2911 | 1112 C) Quietly tolerate the discipline until you are able to be independent and self-sufficient.
3868 | 68 76 D) Appreciate their correction because a wise person wants to know what is wrong.
12B27. Which of the following is the most comprehensive understanding of divorce?
1514 | 14 7 A) asin which God has condemned and which is never acceptable for a true Christian
4162 | 6275 B) not a part of God's original plan because most struggling marriages could be saved through God's love
12 6 | 6 5 C) aneffective way to deal with a marriage that is obviously failing
3218 | 1814 D) alegal, acceptable way to resolve major problems that result from a painful, hopeless marriage
12B35. Which statement about infatuation is most truthful?
21 5| 5 8 A) Infatuation is another word for attraction and has little impact on a person's decision.
4464 | 6476 B) Infatuation is an unbalanced relationship based on intense feelings rather than sound judgment.
2712 | 1210 C) Infatuation is the normal first stage that will grow into a deep loving relationship.
919 | 19 6 D) The feelings of infatuation are easily distinguishable from the feelings of love.
12B52. Ifa Seventh-day Adventist Christian were married to an unbeliever, which of the following would be most likely
to be true?
2111 | 11 7 A) They would disagree over who should have authority in the home.
5361 | 6179 B) They would have conflicts over how to raise their children.
910 | 10 8 C) They would not truly love each other.
1818 | 18 7 D) They would eventually get a divorce.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

8B38. Parents who pattern their homes after the government of heaven would:

4149 | 4967 A) give their teenagers the freedom to make wrong choices
13 6 | 6 5 B) tell their teenagers to leave home at the first sign of rebellion
2526 | 2618 C) make sure their teens had no opportunity to sin
2119 | 1911 D) make most of the decisions for their teenagers

10B32. In what way was the home life of Samuel and the sons of Eli the same?
1110 | 1012 A) They were allowed to have their own way.
3645 | 4548 B) Their parents were good people.
2317 | 1718 C) The father overlooked the faults in the children.
3028 | 2822 D) There was strict concern for proper training.

10B34. What counsel did Paul give to one married to an unbeliever?
1922 | 2220 A) Leave the unbeliever as soon as possible.

6 6 | 6 6 B) Refuse to allow the unbeliever to leave.
6866 | 6669 C) Do not leave the unbeliever.
6 6 | 6 6 D) Deny sexual privileges to the unbeliever.

10B49. What can you as a teenager do now to best prepare for your own future home?
1310 | 10 8 A) Ask questions of your parents.
1511 | 11 8 B) Observe what your parents argue about and avoid it.
2839 | 3946 C) Be faithful to duty at your parents' home.
4541 | 4138 D) Listen to all the advice your parents give you.
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12A44. If you have premarital sex, which of the following would be LEAST likely to occur?
24 9 | 9 6 A) You will have feelings of guilt.
1214 | 14 8 B) Your self-respect will be lowered.
3237 | 3731 C) You will have an unbalanced emphasis on physical rather than verbal communication.
3240 | 4055 D) Your boyfriend or girlfriend will lose interest in you.

12B28. Which of the following describes the biblical view of marital sexuality?
3528 | 2827 A) apassionate, positive form of communication that has unlimited freedom when two people are married to each
other
1219 | 19 9 B) abiological urge that is sinful if expressed outside of marriage
1814 | 14 7 C) aphysical relationship that God created for the sole purpose of conceiving children
3540 | 4058 D) an intimate expression of deep, abiding friendship and total commitment

12B48. What is the best reason that sexual relationships should take place only within marriage?
912 | 12 5 A) Premarital sex could result in pregnancy.

18 9 | 9 9 B) Premarital sex could result in many types of diseases.

3236 | 3632 C) Fornication and adultery are against church standards.

4143 | 4355 D) Lovemaking takes the time, trust and commitment marriage provides.

Most students in the high SDA home/ school group in grade 12 correctly answered items related
to God's leading in choosing a marriage partner (12B4), how children should react to parental
discipline (12B26), a proper view of divorce (12B27), and infatuation (12B35).

Understanding of proper behavior of a Christian to a spouse who is an unbeliever was understood
by most 12th graders in the high SDA home/ school group (12B52) but a smaller percent of 10th
graders (10B34). At the 10th grade level there was no school effect.

Many 8th graders in the high SDA home/ school group (29%) did not have the correct view ofhow
much parents should allow their children to have freedom to make wrong choices (8B38).

Items in grades 10 and 12 answered correctly by about half of students in the high SDA
home/ school group were those related to the similarity ofthe homes of Samuel and the sons of Eli
(10B32), the importance of being faithful to duty while in your parent's home (10B49), and three
items dealing with sexuality (12A44, 12B28, and 12A48). The items related to sexuality did,
however, have strong positive school effects.

Fundamental Belief 23 -- The Heavenly Sanctuary

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
8A7. What year ends the 2300 year prophecy and begins the time known as the "end time"?
17 8| 8 5 A) 1798
3866 | 6680 B) 1844
2310 | 10 8 C) 1888
2316 | 16 8 D) 1920

8A31. Why does Jesus leave the Most Holy Place at the end of probation?
4565 | 6571 A) Everyone has received either the seal of God or the mark of the beast.
2918 | 1815 B) God the Father has told Him that His time of judging has run out.
1912 | 1211 C) Jesus has finally figured out who belongs on His side.

8 5| 5 3 D) Sopeople can't change their minds about serving Him

12B13. Why is October 22, 1844, an important date in the 2300-day prophecy?
612 | 12 9 A) Itsignifies the close of probation.

5061 | 6175 B) It marks the beginning of the investigative judgment.

18 6 | 6 6 C) Thatis when keeping Sunday became the mark of the beast.

2722 | 22 9 D) Itis the date for the last prophetic event before the end of time.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

4B13. On the day of the great disappointment in 1844, what did Jesus do?
2228 | 2834 A) He opened the book of life in heaven and began to judge us.

18 9 | 9 6 B) He came to earth but everyone did not see Him.

1815 | 1512 C) He chose the Seventh-day Adventist church as His special church.
4349 | 4949 D) He chose Ellen White to be His prophet.
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6B29. Those who receive the seal of God:
3632 | 3232 A) will escape the time of trouble
1921 | 2125 B) receive the seal after the close of probation
3542 | 4239 C) will keep the seventh-day Sabbath
11 6 | 6 5 D) have never sinned
8A10. What word would best describe the role of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary?
2540 | 4047 A) mediator
3236 | 3640 B) judge
2912 | 12 8 C) prophet
1413 | 13 5 D) servant
8A40. Probation will close for you when:
12 6 | 6 2 A) you decide to join or leave the church
3528 | 2835 B) you make your final decision for or against God
4228 | 2822 C) Jesus comes again
1239 | 3942 D) Jesus leaves the Most Holy Place
10A15. The yearly service in the wilderness sanctuary symbolized:
1722 | 2223 A) the final elimination of sin
2644 | 4442 B) the transfer of sin from the sinner to the sanctuary
2819 | 1919 C) total consecration to Jehovah
3016 | 1616 D) God's power in caring for His own
10A22. What does the word "atonement" mean?
4740 | 4043 A) the restoration of friendly relations between God and sinners
3027 | 2732 B) the judgment
1727 | 2717 C) the cleansing of this earth by fire
6 7| 7 8 D) the work of the Jewish priests in the tabernacle
10A25. What group is judged during the investigative judgment?
913 | 1314 A) all the dead
1719 | 1921 B) all the living
3246 | 4639 C) all sinners
4322 [ 2226 D) all the people of God
10A30. What did the Millerites understand the sanctuary of Daniel 8:14 to represent?
3033 | 3326 A) heaven
2113 | 1315 B) the Jerusalem temple
1713 | 1311 C) Jesus Himself
3241 | 4148 D) the earth and the church
12B8. The cleansing of the sanctuary was symbolized in the Old Testament by:
2423 | 2319 A) the daily sacrifice of a lamb
2418 | 1818 B) the Passover
21 9| 9 9 C) the Feast of Pentecost
3250 | 5055 D) the Day of Atonement
12B12. If you wanted to study about the 2300 day prophecy you would analyze:
15 6 | 6 9 A) Daniel2and3
4155 | 5564 B) Daniel 8 and 9
3219 | 1912 C) Revelation 1 and 2
1220 | 2016 D) Revelation 5 and 6
12B32. Which of the following is a FALSE statement about the investigative judgment?
1822 | 2221 A) In the judgment, Jesus and the Father are working in our behalf while Satan accuses before God.
2930 | 3017 B) We can trust in the confidence that Jesus has never lost a case that has been totally given to Him.
2717 | 1715 C) The investigative judgment began on October 22, 1844.
2731 | 3147 D) The investigative judgment takes place at the beginning of the 2300 days prophecy.
12B45. What is the common element of the 2300-day and the 70-week prophecies?
2129 | 2924 A) Both include the time of the investigative judgment.
3234 | 3441 B) Both are parts of the same prophecy in Revelation.
2919 | 1911 C) Both have the same concluding date (1844 A.D.).
1819 | 1924 D) Both have the same beginning date (457 B.C.).
12B50. The year/day principle of prophetic interpretation is supported by which texts?
4756 | 5665 A) Daniel 7:16 and Revelation 14:1
1517 | 17 9 B) Exodus 20:8-11 and Joel 2:22
2920 | 2018 C) Numbers 14:34 and Ezekiel 4:6
9 8| 8 8 D) John 1:1 and Revelation 1:1
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12B54. The Seventh-day Adventist church is the only church that teaches the doctrine of:
3231 | 3127 A) the seventh-day Sabbath
2726 | 2623 B) the gift of prophecy
3228 | 2829 C) the sanctuary service and its meaning
915 | 1520 D) the non-immortality of the soul

Most 8th and 12th graders in the high SDA home/ school groups correctly answered items related
to 1844 and the 2300 year prophecy (8A7 and 12B13).

71% of 8th graders in the high SDA home/ school group know why Jesus left the Most Holy Place
at the end of probation (8A31).

Fourteen of the 21 items related to the Heavenly Sanctuary gave results that suggested poor
learning. For almost all of them there was no school effect. For eight items less than 40% of the
high SDA home/ school group answered the item correctly.

Most 4th graders did not know what happened in 1844 (4B13). About halfthoughtthat God chose
Ellen White as His prophet in that year.

Most 6th graders did not know who would receive the seal of God (6B29).

Most 8th graders did not know Christ's role in the heavenly sanctuary (8A10) nor when probation
would close for them (8A40).

Half or less of the 10th and 12th graders did not understand the relationship between aspects of
the earthly and heavenly sanctuary (10A15 and 12BS).

Less than half ofthe 10th graders know the meaning of the word atonement (10A22), what group
is judged during the investigative judgment (10A25), and what the Millerites understood the
sanctuary of Daniel 8:14 to represent (10A30).

Only 64% of'the high SDA home/ school group of 12th graders know that the 2300 day prophecy
was related to Daniel 8 and 9 (12B12).

Fewer than halfofthe 12th graders know that the investigative judgment did not take place at the
beginning of the 2300 days prophecy (12B32), that the 2300-day and 70-week prophecies have the
same beginning date (12B45), the texts supporting the year/ day principle (12B50), and that the
sanctuary service doctrine is unique to the SDA church (12B54).

Fundamental Belief 24 -- The Second Coming of Christ

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
6B14. What is the most important thing Jesus is waiting for before He returns?
21 9| 9 7 A) forall people on earth to become Christians
5579 | 7985 B) for all people on earth to have a chance to accept Him
12 7 7 4 C) for all Christians to live without sin
12 6 | 6 4 D) forthe conditions on earth to be too bad for Christians to survive

8B16. At the second coming, what will happen to the righteous who have died earlier?
5385 | 8594 A) They will come back to life.
22 5| 5 2 B) They will come down from heaven with Jesus.
17 7 | 7 3 C) They will come alive after the wicked are burned up.
9 3| 3 1 D) They will continue to sleep until the millennium is over.

8B17. What is the proper approach for Christians to have toward the last events before Christ's coming?
10 9 | 9 4 A) Hope and pray that the dangers during the "time of trouble" will not harm them.

12 2| 2 1 B) Tryto find out how long it will be until Christ comes.

2214 | 1410 C) Be happy, knowing that they will be saved and nothing can harm them.

5675 | 7584 D) Have faith and assuredness that Christ will protect and save them.
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8B28. Those whom Jesus will save when He comes will:
4666 | 6674 A) be saved through His righteousness
3122 | 2220 B) be saved through their determination to keep God's laws
1810 | 10 5 C) be sinless
4 2| 2 1 D) belong to the same church

8B34. Since Jesus was victorious at the cross, what is one reason He has waited so long to come back to get us?
6271 | 7184 A) All nations need to know of Jesus' love.

14 8 | 8 3 B) Satan is putting up a harder struggle than Jesus anticipated.

1513 | 13 9 C) Jesus needs time to figure out who is on His side.

10 8 | 8 4 D) Jesus is waiting for His people to become perfect.

12A7. What impact should the nearness of the second coming of Christ have on our lives?
5090 | 9091 A) We should look forward to His coming and share the news with others.
33 3 2 B) We should not make any long range plans.
35 5| 5 5 C) Weshould continue living our lives and hope we are ready when Jesus comes.
12 3 | 3 2 D) Our fear of the dreadful events should motivate us to focus upon our sins and mistakes.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning
8B6. Which of the following is a reason Jesus has not returned to take us to heaven?
4756 | 5656 A) He won't return until the time prophecies have been fulfilled.
2011 | 1111 B) God hasn't told Jesus when He's to return.
8 4| 4 3 C) World War III hasn't taken place yet.
2529 [ 2931 D) He is waiting for us to reflect His character.

8B37. Why do the righteous have to go through the "time of trouble" after the close of probation?
2729 | 2932 A) because they must witness to the wicked

2117 | 1718 B) so Satan can have a chance to tempt them

3847 | 4745 C) so they can perfectly reflect God's character

15 7| 7 5 D) so they will experience the plagues

10B53. Why is it dangerous to put off accepting Christ as our Savior?
1714 | 1412 A) We might commit the unpardonable sin.
4658 | 5860 B) Our life could end at any time.
3023 | 2323 C) We don't know when Jesus will come.
7 6 | 6 5 D) Sin brings unhappiness.

10B54. Which of the following signs of the nearness of Christ's coming has NOT been fulfilled?
3250 | 5062 A) gospel to all the world

3428 | 2824 B) false Christs to appear

1310 | 10 6 C) wars and rumors of wars

2112 | 12 9 D) love of many grows cold

On two ofthe three items in grades 6 and 8 related to reasons why Christ is waiting to return, most
students in the high SDA home/ school groups answered the item correctly (6B14 and 8B34) and
on the other item only 31% were correct (8B6). On the item suggesting poor learning, over half of
8th graders thought Jesus has not returned yet because there are time prophecies that still must be
fulfilled.

Most 8th graders know what will happen at the second coming to the righteous who have died
earlier (8B16).

Most 8th and 12th graders know the proper approach to take toward last day events (§8B17 and
12A7).

While 74% selected the correct response, (salvation through Christ's righteousness), 20% of 8th
graders thought that when Jesus comes he will save those who have kept the law (8B28).

Less than half of 8th graders gave correct responses to two items dealing with whether the
righteous will reflect the character of Christ at the second coming (8B6 and §B37).

Only slightly over half of 10th graders know why it was dangerous to put off accepting Christ as
our Savior (10B53) and which sign ofthe nearness of Christ's coming has not been fulfilled (10B54).
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Fundamental

Belief 25 -- Death and Resurrection

Items Suggesting

6B10
93] 33 A
4471 | 7177 B)

Good Learning (Examples)
. What will happen to you if you die before Christ comes?
You will go to purgatory and suffer for your sins.
Your body will return to the ground and your breath will go to God.

3712 | 12 6 ©)
1114 | 1415 D)

53| 31 A
5581 | 8189 B)

8A29.

You will go to heaven in a spirit form.
You will go to heaven in a glorified form.

What will happen to you if you die before Christ comes?
You will go to purgatory and suffer for your sins.
Your body will return to the ground and your breath will go to God.

26 6| 6 3 O
1410 | 10 6 D)

153] 31 A
3880 | 8090 B)

10A12.

You will go to heaven in a spirit form.
You will go to heaven in a glorified form.

You have just attended a funeral service for a friend killed in an accident. What do you know for sure about your
friend?

He has gone to be with God.

He knows nothing of what is going on.

21 8 8 5 C)
26 9| 9 4 D)

Items Suggesting

91| 11 A
3552 | 5258 B)

4A09.

He will be saved in God's kingdom.
His soul still lives.

Poor Learning

What happens when people die?
They go to heaven.

They sleep.

4831 [ 3123 C)
917 | 1719 D)

4A22
6077 | 7777 A)

Their bodies sleep and their souls go to heaven.
They do not exist any longer.

. When the righteous come up from their graves, they will:
have new bodies

2715 | 1518 B)
86| 63 Q)
62| 22 D)

3334 | 3432 A)
4554 | 5463 B)

8A2.

look the same as they did when they died
not be recognized by their friends
be much taller than they were

What is the second death?
the death experienced by the wicked at Jesus' second coming
the final death that eternally separates the wicked from God's presence

116 62 C)
11 6| 6 4 D)

12A18.

2922 | 2220 A)
186 | 63 B
3534 | 3427 ©)
1839 13950 D)

the death experienced by people like Lazarus who had been raised from the dead
committing the unpardonable sin

Ifyou are alive at the end of time when spiritualism is widely accepted, what doctrine should you study to avoid
being deceived?
the Sabbath

) the heavenly sanctuary

the work of the Holy Spirit
the state of the dead

While most 6th, 8th, and 10th graders know what will happen when we die (6B10, 8A29, and
10A12), almost half of 4th graders (including those in the high SDA home/ school group) do not

know (4A9).

While most 4th graders know that the righteous will have new bodies when they are resurrected,
18% of those in the high SDA home/ school group think that they will look the same as they did
when they died (4A22).

About 1/ 3 of 8th graders in the high SDA home/ school group think the second death is suffered
by the wicked at Christ's second coming (8A2).

Only half of 12th graders in the high SDA home/ school group know that spiritualism is most
closely connected with the doctrine of the state of the dead (12A18).
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Fundamental Belief 26 -- The Millennium & The End of Sin

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)
4A43. After Jesus leaves heaven and returns to earth with the Holy City and the people Jesus saved, what will happen
to Satan?
4 4| 4 3 A) He will become perfect like us.
9 5| 5 3 B) He will be sent to another planet.
5873 | 7383 () He will be destroyed with his angels.
2918 | 18 12 D) He will remain on the earth but cannot tempt anyone.

8B44. God will give the saved an opportunity to review the records of the wicked so the saved can:
12 5| 5 3 A) decide on the punishment for the wicked

2917 | 1716 B) see the results of disobedience

12 8 | 8 3 C) check and see if God made a mistake

4870 | 7078 D) understand why the wicked were lost

8B45. What will happen to the wicked when they receive their final punishment?
4165 | 6577 A) They will be destroyed.

3620 | 2013 B) They will burn forever.

11 7 | 7 7 C) They will suffer for 1000 years.

12 7 | 7 3 D) They will be bound to this earth.

10B9. How is Satan "bound" during the millennium?
17 5| 5 2 A) Heis chained to his evil angels.
4058 | 5871 B) He is unable to leave the earth.
919 | 1916 C) He must roam the universe with no one to tempt except the angels.
3418 | 1811 D) He burns in hell.

12B14. Which of the following best describes hell?

4771 | 7179 A) It is the final destruction of the wicked which will not last forever and is done so God can recreate the world.
21 6 | 6 6 B) Itis continued existence apart from God's love and care.

1212 | 12 6 C) Itis not a literal place, but a symbol of God's authority.

2111 | 1110 D) Itis aliteral place where the wicked will receive unending physical torment for their sins.

12B20. The religious term "millennium" means:

15 8 | 8 7 A) the people known as the 144,000

2424 | 2417 B) the first million years of eternity

4260 | 6072 C) atime period of a thousand years

18 8 | 8 4 D) atime period of a thousand days, such as the length of the Flood

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

6A9. During the 1000 year period called the millennium, the saved will be:
1634 | 3440 A) reviewing how God judged the wicked

1912 | 1213 B) persecuted by the wicked

3631 | 3125 C) preaching to the wicked, trying to get them to repent

2923 | 2322 D) waiting in the grave for Jesus to resurrect them

12B49. If a person is resurrected at the end of the millennium, he will be among which group?
610 | 10 9 A) the righteous translated to heaven

4114 | 1414 B) the wicked raised in order to behold the second coming of Jesus

2128 | 2820 C) the righteous raised to life to live eternally with Jesus

3248 | 4857 D) the wicked who are consumed in the lake of fire

Most 4th graders know what will happen to Satan when Jesus returns (4A43).

Most 8th graders know why the saved willbereviewing the records ofthe wicked (8B44) and what
will happen to the wicked when they receive their final punishment (8B45). However 13% of
students in the high SDA home/ school group think the wicked will burn forever.

Most 10th graders in the high SDA home/ school group know how Satan will be "bound" during
the millennium (10B9).

Most 12th graders know the meaning of "hell" and "millennium" (12B14 and 12B20). 10% of
students in the high SDA home/ school group think the punishment of the wicked will be

unending.

Most 6th graders do not know what the saved will be doing during the millennium (6A9).
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Only 57% of 12th graders in the high SDA home/ school group know who will be resurrected at
the end of the millennium (12B49).

Fundamental Belief 27 -- The New Earth

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)

4A23. What will the new earth be like?

2012 | 1211 A) It will be part of heaven.

6 3 | 3 1 B) Itwill be just like earth is today.

3 3] 3 1 C) Itwill have only a few people in it because it will be new.
7183 | 8387 D) It will be nicer than anything we can imagine.

6A1. Which of the following will happen in the new earth?

4358 | 5872 A) Animals will not be afraid of each other.

6 3| 3 1 B) We will not remember why Jesus has nail prints in His hands.
2612 | 12 4 C) Satan will tempt us but we will never sin.
2527 | 2723 D) We will be able to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.

Items Suggesting Poor Learning

8A12. Why will sin never be seen again after the wicked are destroyed?
551 5 3 A) Godwill do away with the law.
5657 | 5744 B) God will remove the possibility of sinning.
6 3| 3 2 C) People will be afraid of losing eternal life.
3335 [ 3551 D) The results of sin will be remembered.
10B40. Why will sin never be seen again after the wicked are destroyed?
4 6| 6 4 A) God will do away with the law.
5141 | 4136 B) God will remove the possibility of sinning.
11 7 | 7 2 C) The redeemed will be afraid of losing eternal life.
3447 | 4758 D) The results of sin will be remembered.
12B2. If you were telling an unbeliever about heaven, which of the following statements would you OMIT?
3248 | 4851 A) "To prevent sin's reoccurrence and to erase our sadness, God will wipe away all memory of this earth."
3832 | 3224 B) "Heaven is a real place with streams, mountains and wide-spreading plains."
1811 | 1113 C) "The central focus of heaven will be face to face communication with God."
12 9 | 912 D) "Due to our glorified bodies and minds, great new abilities and activities will be available for God's people."

Most 4th and 6th graders in the high SDA home/ school groups know the nature ofthe new earth
(4A23 and 6A1).

Only about half of 8th and 10th graders in the high SDA home/ school groups know why sin will
never be seen again after the wicked are destroyed (8A12 and 10B40). Almost half think it is
because God will remove the possibility of sinning. Both of these items, however, have a large
school effect.

Half of 12th graders fail to recognize that God will not wipe away all memory of this earth (12B2).

Items Not Directly Related to a Fundamental Belief

Items Suggesting Good Learning (Examples)

4A39. If you have given yourself to Jesus, how will Jesus help you if you get in trouble?
13 7 | 7 6 A) He will help you if it was not your fault you got in trouble.
12 8 | 8 7 B) He will not let harm come to you unless you deserve it.
13 9| 9 6 C) He will never let harm come to you.
6376 | 76 82 D) He will always be with you, even though some harm may come.
6A11. If Jesus were on earth today, which group of people would He most likely select for His disciples?
1313 | 13 7 A) pastors skilled in preaching and the art of giving Bible studies
11 5| 5 3 B) seminary students who fully understand Bible prophecy
7379 | 7987 C) people who are willing to be taught
4 4| 4 2 D) college students who are studying to be ministers
6B39. What method did Jesus use to make His teaching easy to understand?
4467 | 6782 A) speaking in parables
1210 | 10 6 B) preaching in the synagogue
3217 | 17 9 C) performing miracles
12 5| 5 3 D) singing scripture with disciples
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8B7. What is the main purpose of prayer?
6978 | 78 86 A) to open our minds to God's leading
5 4] 4 1 B) togetwhat we ask for
1413 | 13 9 C) to let God know what we're experiencing
12 6 | 6 4 D) to show others our love for God
8B40. Your neighbors find out that you go to church on Sabbath. They also learn that your family is careful about diet
and entertainment. How would you respond when they say, "I sure feel sorry for you"?
7682 | 8289 A) Tell them that these things help you live a better life.
9 4| 4 3 B) Tell them that it is hard to be different, but you have no choice.
9 8 | 8 5 C) Tell them you are doing what the church says even though you do not think it is very important.
7 6 | 6 3 D) Tell them that you must do what the church says to be saved.
10AS. Lenny has a friend who is indifferent to spiritual things. How could he best witness to him?
6483 | 8389 A) Demonstrate his enjoyment of the Christian life.
15 4 | 4 2 B) Trace the fulfilling prophecies in our day.
9 6 | 6 6 C) Explain to him the results of sin.
13 7| 7 3 D) Give literature on church doctrines.
10A44. What is the single most important thing to make Bible study more personal?
11 3| 3 1 A) Readslowly.
11 5| 5 3 B) Usea good concordance.
9 5] 5 2 C) Read from the original.
7087 | 8793 D) Pray before you begin.
10A45. According to Bible principles one should forgive others for bad things they do:
11 3| 3 3 A) assoon as they stop doing them
2613 | 13 9 B) when they say they are sorry
5581 | 8185 C) even while they do them
9 4| 4 4 D) after they make it right
10A54. What is the most important step in choosing a career?
13 9| 9 9 A) Take ajob that interests you.
13 8 | 8 6 B) Aim high and strive for success.
2 5| 5 2 C) Listen to your parents' counsel.
7278 | 78 84 D) Watch for indications of God's leading.
10B12. What makes a person truly great?
13 5 5 4 A) education
8188 | 8892 B) loving service
4 5| 5 3 C) aposition of leadership
23 3 2 D) wealth
10B13. Which of the following is the most complete description of prayer?
4 3| 3 2 A) telling God about our needs and wants
2 5| 5 1 B) away of seeking God in an emergency
4 2| 2 3 C) away of gaining blessings
8990 | 9094 D) opening the heart to God as to a friend
10B30. The most effective spiritual witness one can give is to tell:
2615 | 1514 A) what Jesus has done in the lives of others
6 6 | 6 3 B) the experiences of great men of God
6474 | 7481 C) of our own experiences with Christ
4 5| 5 3 D) what we have sacrificed for Jesus
12A15. Which of the following is the most biblical statement concerning work?
9 5] 5 6 A) Work is a necessary evil brought about by Adam's sin in the Garden of Eden.
5067 | 6781 B) Work is a blessing God has given to develop our characters.
2716 | 16 9 C) Work is basically neutral and is either good or bad depending on your attitude toward it.
1512 | 12 5 D) Work was not necessary before sin began.
12A21. Which of the following is the most important step in the process of making a decision?
1515 | 15 7 A) Pray that God will give you signs or unusual circumstances to clearly indicate what your choice should be.
15 6 | 6 3 B) Trust your feelings because your intuition and instincts are usually reliable.
5874 | 7486 C) Surrender yourself and be open to God's leading as you think about the decision.
12 5| 5 4 D) Carefully think it over and then decide what you really want to do.
12A36. Ifyou were the citizen of a country with an intolerant, oppressive government, what would be the wisest attitude
for relating to the country's laws?
18 9| 9 4 A) Youshould always obey the laws since being a criminal is not a good witness for Christ.
1210 | 10 7 B) You should obey all the laws except those that do not respect your rights.
6574 | 7486 C) You should obey all the laws except those that violate God's laws.
6 7| 7 3 D) Anevil government is not blessed by God so you are not required to keep its laws.
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12A42. What is the most effective way to prevent Satan from separating you from Jesus?
5077 | 7784 A) Consecrate yourself to Jesus in the morning and sense His presence all day.
2114 | 14 9 B) Spend many hours in Bible study each week.
24 7 | 7 4 C) Consistently attend worship services such as Sabbath School and church.
6 3 | 3 3 D) Listen to sacred music which makes you feel happier and closer to Jesus.
Items Suggesting Poor Learning
4A3. God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his son to show more about:
3848 | 4849 A) God's plan to save us
10 6 | 6 3 B) why God created the world
14 9| 9 6 C) why God thinks it is important to keep the Sabbath
3837 | 3742 D) how God wants us to worship Him
4A40. Which of the following is the best description of prayer?
4 4| 4 2 A) asking God for favors
3946 | 4657 B) talking to God as your friend
4943 | 4334 C) asking God for forgiveness from sin
9 8 8 8 D) telling God how you feel about Him
4B42. If Daniel were alive today and he was having lunch in a restaurant with some non-Christian friends, he would:
10 6 | 6 5 A) say his prayer without closing his eyes
2839 | 3940 B) bow his head for prayer
17 7 | 7 5 C) not pray because he might embarrass his friends
4648 | 4850 D) ask everyone to bow their heads and pray also even if they didn't want to
6A6. How did God deal with the nations living in Canaan to make room for the Israelites?
3335 | 3549 A) God helped Israel drive out the nations that rejected Him and allowed nations that accepted Him to continue to
live in Canaan.
711 | 1111 B) God destroyed all of the other nations.
2118 | 1817 C) God allowed the other nations to remain in Canaan along side the Israelites.
3936 | 3623 D) God created a combined nation of the Canaanites and the Israelites.
6A7. In heaven, what will we understand about how God sometimes answered our prayers in a different way than we
wanted?
4842 | 4236 A) We will know that He always did the right thing for us, even though we won't understand why.
4449 | 4959 B) We will know that He always did the right thing for us, even when we sometimes asked for something else.
6 4| 4 2 C) We will know that if we didn't ask for the right thing, God did not do anything for us.
3 5] 5 3 D) We will know that if God did not understand why we were asking for something, He would not do it for us.
6A8. As the Christian church grew after Christ returned to heaven, how did the disciples deal with the new areas of
responsibility?
5455 | 5548 A) They divided the work, giving each disciple certain duties.
1620 | 2031 B) They chose seven deacons to help them.
1413 | 1314 C) They asked Paul and Timothy to help them.
1612 | 12 8 D) They chose another disciple to replace Judas.
6A19. Why was Jesus led into the wilderness for forty days?
1713 | 1310 A) to prove that He was both human and divine
1916 | 1610 B) to demonstrate the value of fasting
2620 | 2017 C) to avoid the temptations of Satan
3852 | 5264 D) to prepare for His mission and work
6A24. In the parable of the Pharisee and the publican, which of the following was one of the publican's inner feelings?
2839 | 3951 A) Ineed the mercy of God.
1921 | 2117 B) I do much work for God.
2518 | 1814 C) I have given all of my wealth to the poor.
2922 | 2218 D) I am looking forward to meeting Jesus.
6A35. What was God's primary purpose for Israel in the Promised Land?
12 8 | 8 6 A) toconduct evangelistic meetings and invite people to the Tabernacle services
1913 | 1315 B) to become a great agricultural nation by following the example of Abraham and Jacob
5070 | 7072 C) to share God's love with the nations around them
19 9| 9 7 D) to keep the sixth Commandment by making peace with the nations around them
6B5. For what reason were Ananias and Sapphira put to death?
2822 | 2228 A) They stole silver candlesticks from the temple.
2821 | 2116 B) They claimed belief in God but communicated with evil spirits.
2545 | 4548 C) They lied to the Holy Spirit.
1912 | 12 9 D) They took part in the stoning of Stephen.
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As sons and daughters of God in heaven, what testimony will the redeemed of this earth relate to unfallen beings?

Jerry wants to attend Academy in the fall. He is praying that God will provide the needed funds. Of God's

What is the first step that should be taken when you want to transfer your membership from one church to

10A7. Which of the following is a characteristic of true love?
0 5] 5 2 A) Itdevelops rapidly.
4555 | 5549 B) Itis guided by principle.
4939 | 3948 C) Itis determined and unbending.
6 3 | 3 1 D) Ithighly values good looks.
10A38. How can we most effectively help those who have no faith in God?
3230 | 3027 A) by using Bible proof texts
2348 | 4861 B) through sympathy and helpfulness
2612 | 12 7 C) through scientific proof of the Bible
1910 | 10 5 D) by talking to them of heaven and hell
10B6.
6772 | 7270 A) a personal experience of salvation through Christ
1116 | 1617 B) a personal account of the hardships of sinful earth
7 51 5 5 C) apersonal listing of sacrifices they made for Jesus
15 8 | 8 9 D) apersonal witness of great things they did for Jesus
10B11. The life of Joseph in the Old Testament shows us that the key to character development is the:
3429 | 2927 A) development of abilities and talents
2831 | 3138 B) attention to duty in ordinary life
2125 | 2524 C) display of courage and daring in times of challenge
1714 | 1411 D) ability to handle larger issues of life
10B15. To find the Bible verse that says, "Even so, come Lord Jesus.", where should you look?
9 71| 7 5 A) ABible dictionary
3025 | 2525 B) A Bible commentary
5164 | 6469 C) A Bible concordance
11 5 5 2 D) E.G. White Index
10B23.
methods for giving guidance, which one is Jerry depending upon?
11 4| 4 3 A) advice from friends
3853 | 5362 B) providential workings
2116 | 16 8 C) principles from the Bible
3028 | 2827 D) impressions from the Holy Spirit
10B25. What is the meaning of the prayer, "Lord, I believe, help my unbelief"?
4543 | 4348 A) I believe, strengthen my faith to act.
6 5| 5 3 B) Idon'treally believe.
912 | 12 5 C) Ibelieve you, help my unbelieving friends.
4041 | 4145 D) Ihave doubts, take them away.
10B29. How much evidence will God give us upon which to base our "faith"?
918 | 1819 A) God wants us to have faith without evidence.
1512 | 1214 B) God will give us so much evidence that there can be no room for doubt.
5055 | 5551 C) God will give us sufficient evidence to have a strong faith.
2616 | 1616 D) God will give us all of the evidence we ask for.
10B41.
another?
3236 | 3642 A) Contact the clerk of the church you wish to leave.
3028 | 2830 B) Contact the clerk of the church you wish to join.
1926 | 2616 C) Ask the church you want to leave to vote the transfer.
1911 | 1113 D) Ask the church you want to join to vote the transfer.
10B44. What did Jesus mean when He said a person should "take up his cross and follow me"?
5545 | 4536 A) Accept without complaint the trials of life.
010 | 10 5 B) Place one's life in danger as Jesus did.
4342 | 4256 C) Accept the responsibility of discipleship.
2 3 | 3 2 D) Find ways to make life difficult.
12A31. The choice between the seal of God and the mark of the beast is really a choice between:
1817 | 1713 A) justification and sanctification
5950 | 5058 B) genuine worship and false worship
2114 | 1417 C) genuine prophets and false prophets
319 | 1912 D) Seventh-day Adventism and apostate churches
12B7. What is the most accurate description of Babylon in history and in prophecy?
1523 | 2324 A) Babylon is the pope and the Roman Catholic church.
3224 | 2424 B) Babylon is the enemy of God and His people.
1522 | 2218 C) Babylon is paganism and atheism.
3831 | 3134 D)

Babylon is a nation that opposes true Christianity . . . a nation such as Rome, Russia or ancient Babylon.
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12B21. Why does the Seventh-day Adventist church discourage its members from joining or supporting labor unions?
2415 | 15 9 A) Labor unions are part of the system of Roman Catholicism which scripture calls the "beast."
3849 | 4964 B) Bible principles contradict labor unions' methods of dealing with economic and social injustice.
2718 | 1814 C) Itis difficult to remain a Christian while associating with non-Christians in a labor union.
1219 | 1913 D) Labor unions are based on socialism and communism which are contrary to the Bible.

12B46. The divided nations of Europe are represented in the image of Daniel2 by:
2914 | 1410 A) the chest, shoulders and arms of silver

2714 | 1410 B) the waist and thighs of brass

2422 | 2215 C) the two iron legs

2149 | 4966 D) the feet of iron and clay

Many items measuring important objectives not directly related to a Fundamental Belief were
answered correctly by most students. Examples include those relating to how Jesus cares for us
(4A39), characteristics of Jesus' life on earth (6A11 and 6B39), aspects of prayer (8B7 and 10B13),
an appropriate Adventist response to questions about one's life style (§B40), witnessing (10A8 and
10B30), how to study the Bible (10A44), forgiveness of others (10A45), God's guidance in choosing
a career (10A54), what makes a person truly "great" (10B12), the importance of work (12A15),
openness to God's leading in our lives (12A21), relationship to governmental authority (12A36),
and the importance of maintaining closeness to Jesus (12A42).

There were many items in this category in which a much larger than expected percent of students
either answered the item incorrectly or selected an incorrect response that was especially troubling.
Many ofthese items were related to important Bible "facts" that most students could be expected
to know related to Abraham (4A3), the children of Israel (6A6 and 6A35), the apostolic church
(6A8), the life and teachings of Jesus (6A19 and 6A24), and Ananias and Sapphira (6B5). Others
were applications made from Bible stories about Daniel (4B42) and Joseph (10B11). Some were
meanings of sayings of Christ including "Lord, I believe, help my unbelief" (10B25), and "take up
his cross and follow me" (10B44).

On two questions related to heaven a substantial percent of students have erroneous views. 36%
of 6th graders in the high SDA home/ school group think that in heaven we will not be able to
understand why God answered our prayers the way He did (6A7). 22% of 10th graders in the high
SDA home/ school group think our testimony in heaven to other unfallen beings will be of the
hardships of sinful earth or the sacrifices they made for Jesus (10B6).

Other itemssuggesting poor learning include those related to prayer (4A40), characteristics of true
love (10A7), witnessing (10A38), use of a Bible concordance (10B15), methods of God's leading
(10B23), evidence needed to have faith (10B29), steps to follow to change church membership
(10B41), meaning ofthe seal of God and the mark ofthe beast (12A31), meaning of Babylon (12B7),
the Adventist view of labor unions (12B21), and the meaning of the image in Daniel 2 (12B46).
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Conclusions and Recommendations

As expected when the SDA Religion Achievement Test was developed, the results of the first few
years of testing have provided both confirmation of overall good learning and specific areas that
need improvement.

Overall the results showed positive learning by students at all grade levels. Specifically, students
dojust as well on the understanding and application items as they do on the knowledge items. A
majority of the students seem to understand almost all of the Fundamental Beliefs. On all
Fundamental Beliefs there were some aspects that were understand by most students. On most
itemsthere were both positive home and school effects. The mean home effect for all 490 items was
12.68% and 375 of the 490 items had a home effect. All but four Fundamental Beliefs had at least
a mean 10% home effect. There was a home effect for at least half of the items related to each
Fundamental Belief. The mean school effect was 7.90% with 328 items having a school effect. A
school effect was found for at least halfofthe items related to each Fundamental Belief except The
Remnant and Its Mission which had 44%.

On the only belief that had enough items in each grade to do a comparison for home and school
effects separately for each grade (The Experience of Salvation), there were large, significant home
and school effects at every grade level. On most items in which students were presented with a
choice between faith/ grace or works/ law as the basis for salvation, well over halfchose the option
for righteousness by faith rather than by works or the law. For all the items related to salvation
over the five grades the average percent correct ranged from 64%-78% for the high SDA
home/ school groups.

On the negative side, there were negligible changes over the four years of testing. The
Fundamental Beliefs that scored the lowest over the four years showed no greater and in some
cases, lower improvement over the four years than other beliefs. It appears as if overall the test
results are not being used at the classroom level to improveteaching and learning. On many items,
measuring some of the most important objectives where a school effect could be expected, none
was found. On many items, a much lower percent correct than expected was achieved.

Two Fundamental Beliefs stand out as needing the most attention. Items related to the Heavenly
Sanctuary and The Remnant and Its Mission were in the lower half of beliefs on overall
achievement, change from 1989 to 1992, size of home effect, and size of school effect. Other beliefs
that should also merit more attention were The Law of God, The Lord's Supper, The New Earth,
Unity in the Body of Christ, and Stewardship. The mean percent correct over the five grades for
all the items related to each of these seven beliefs were below 60%.

Results from 162 items suggested poor learning. These items include 20 from grade 4, 29 from
grade 6,26 from grade 8,42 from grade 10 and 45 from grade 12, representing 22-41% of the items
for each ofthe grades, and 33% ofthe 490 items for all 5 grades combined. However, on many of
these items over halfofthe students did answer them correctly, but either a higher percent correct
was expected or an unusually large percent selected an especially disturbing wrong answer.

There were 19 items that had no school effect but a moderate to large negative home effect. Most
ofthese items can be classified in two areasthatrelate to areasthat Adventists probably stress more
than other Christians. Nine items involve areas related to last day events. The Fundamental
Beliefsinvolved include The Great Controversy, The Remnant and Its Mission, The Sanctuary,and
The Second Coming. Five items are related to The Experience of Salvation and The Law of God.
This would suggest that in some aspects of these two areas typical Adventist homes either teach
them less than non-SDA homes or teach incorrect information.
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There were 10 items that had a negative school effect and either a negative or no positive home
effect. Six ofthese items were related to the two sets of Fundamental Beliefs mentioned above (last
day events and salvation/ law). The four Fundamental Beliefs to which the items were related
were The Great Controversy, The Remnant and Its Mission, The Sanctuary, and The Experience
of Salvation. Taking the 6 items here and the 14 items mentioned earlier related to these beliefs
suggests that both Adventist homes and Adventist schools have room for improvement in these
areas.

There were many items in which there was a substantial minority (20-50%) of students at various
grade levels who held views that were troubling. For many of these there was no school effect.
However,on many items the lack ofunderstanding was grade specificand students at later grades
showed good learning on the same or related items. Some of the more important misconceptions
are listed below, with similar ones grouped together. The grade level at which the poor learning
was found is in parentheses after each misconception, along with occasional explanatory
comments.

Common Misconceptions

A pre-occupation with proper behavior for the wrong reasons
¢ the greatest benefit of Bible study is to be able to answer for your faith to others (10)
e the central, unifying theme of the Bible is instruction on how we should live (10)
¢ the best reason for doing good works is to witness to others how they should live (6)
e one does good works to show people that one is a Christian (8)
¢ thecentralissuein the Great Controversy is whether human beings can gain the victory over
sin (12)

The nature of God's love
e Christ's love for us is conditional (4, 12)
e pain and suffering in the world is not a natural result of sin but rather is sent by God for a
number of different purposes (4)
e we must do something before God will love us (4)

Salvation
e works rather than faith is the important element in salvation (20-40% choose this response
on many items at all grades)
* the meanings of the terms justification and sanctification are confused (6, 8, 10, 12)
e perfect obedience to God's law is not a step to conversion (6)
e we must change our behavior before we can come to Jesus (4)
e when God forgives a sin, He removes the bad consequences of the sin (6)

Last day events/ unique SDA beliefs/ issues

e the authority in the Adventist church rests in the General Conference rather than with
church members (10)

e who are the remnant described in Revelation 12:17 (6, 8, 10 -- suffering persecution is a
characteristic selected more by students with more SDA schooling)

e the components of each of the three angel's messages (12)

e Ellen White thought her books and testimonies were equal to the Bible (8)

e thepurpose of Ellen White's inspired writings were to tell us about new doctrines not found
in the Bible (8)

* many specifics related to the Heavenly Sanctuary (all grades)

Miscellaneous

e aperson can be "undecided" and on neither God's or Satan's side (6)
e responsibility for witnessing is to pray for the Holy Spirit to do the work (4)
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the meaning of baptism (6)
which ofthe Ten Commandments deals with specific issues (6, 10)

Recommendations

It is important to remember that these tests are only measuring one aspect of the learning that
occurs in a Religion class and in an SDA school. The most important objective of an SDA school
and a Religion class is to develop in the students attitudes and values that will result in a love for
Christ and a desire to do His will.

Schools, conferences, unions and the North American Division should have a coordinated effort
to use the results of the SDA Religion Achievement Test to help evaluate their curriculum. A
possible approach would be to:

Identify areas of poor learning for immediate attention. This should be done using item
analysis information at all levels (school, conference, union, and division).

Identify possible causes for the poor learning. This might include a survey conducted on a
sample of schools and teachers to determine the methods and materials used for each area
of poor learning, and how much time is being spent on each.

Identify and develop solutions in terms of methods, materials, and emphasis. This might
include revision of current materials, development or purchase of new materials, revision
of the Bible curriculum scope and sequence, and recommendations for use of different
methods.

Train administrators and teachers to implement proposed solutions. This might include
materials to distribute to teachers or conducting school, conference, or union in-service
meetings or workshops.

Monitor future test results to see if solutions are effective. Unless this is done, it is likely that
things willremain as they always have been. Schools should be encouraged to make specific
plans to remedy poor learning based on their own test results with an accountability
structure in place to determine progress. Teachers should be discouraged from "teaching to
the test" in terms of drilling on specific items to accomplish this purpose.
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Appendix A
Items Suggesting Poor Learning by Fundamental Belief Within Grade

Grade 4

Fundamental Beliefs 2/3. The Nature of God
4A8. What must you do in order for God to love you?
3125 | 2522 A) You must love Him.
1315 | 1512 B) You must be sorry for your sins.
2720 | 2015 C) You must keep all of His commandments.
3040 | 4051 D) You do not have to do anything because He loves everyone.

Fundamental Beliefs 4/9. The Son

4A36. Why did Jesus never sin when He was a child?
2844 | 4454 A) He prayed often and listened to the Holy Spirit.
2418 | 1816 B) He was God and could not sin.

2422 | 2219 C) He was kept from sinning by God.

2416 | 1610 D) He was never tempted by Satan.

4A38. Why was Jesus able to answer all of Satan's temptations in the wilderness?
3828 | 2821 A) He was smarter than Satan.

2122 | 2219 B) God told Him the words to say.

1718 | 1817 C) He could read Satan's mind.

2531 | 3142 D) He had studied and memorized Scriptures.

Fundamental Belief 5. The Holy Spirit

4A24. Who came to comfort and guide Christ's followers after He returned to heaven?
1415 | 1518 A) Moses and Elijah

13 8 | 8 9 B) God the Father

3353 | 5356 C) the Holy Spirit

3924 | 2417 D) Jesus

Fundamental Belief 6. Creation
4A30. God created people on earth to be His:
1112 | 1210 A) equals
4570 | 7073 B) friends
11 3 3 2 C) gardeners
3316 | 1615 D) servants

Fundamental Belief 7. The Nature of Man
4A12. What plan does God have for your life?
2112 | 1211 A) He will be happy with whatever you choose to do as long as it is not a bad thing.
3136 | 3646 B) He has a purpose for your life that He will help you to fulfill.
5 71 7 5 C) Heknows what job you should work at in life and you should be sure to find out what it is before you become
an adult.
4345 | 4538 D) The only plan He has for you is the same as everyone else which is to live with Him in heaven.

Fundamental Belief 8. The Great Controversy

4B39. Why is there so much pain and suffering in the world?
1711 | 11 8 A) God sends it to us as a punishment for the sins we commit.
2120 | 2012 B) God sends it to us to teach us not to sin.
2626 | 2626 C) God sends it to us to strengthen us to become better Christians.
3643 | 4354 D) God allows the natural results of sin to occur.

Fundamental Belief 10. The Experience of Salvation

4A35. If a person believes a new truth about God but does not follow it, what will happen?
1411 | 11 7 A) God will punish the person for rejecting the truth.

1515 | 1517 B) God will not try again to present truth to the person.

4245 | 4549 C) The person is less likely to accept truth the next time it is presented.

2930 | 3028 D) The person will not be saved.

4B30. If we do not forgive those who have done wrong to us:

15 8 | 8 8 A) God will understand why we cannot forgive.

3336 | 3633 B) God will forgive us anyway.

1615 | 1511 C) God will forgive others' sins so we will not have to forgive them.
3741 | 4148 D) God cannot forgive our sins.

4B36. When we give ourselves to Jesus, how will we act towards wrong things we once enjoyed?
2324 | 2418 A) Jesus will change us so we will hate doing them.

3745 | 4554 B) Jesus will help us not do them any longer.

2918 | 1812 C) Jesus will not allow Satan to tempt us again.

1113 | 1315 D) We will have to struggle by ourselves to overcome these temptations.
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4B40. When we decide to follow Jesus what must we do before we come to Him?
3333 [ 3338 A) We can come just as we are.
2426 | 2625 B) We must be kinder and more loving.
1621 | 2121 C) We must break our bad habits.
2720 | 2016 D) We must stop all sinning.

Fundamental Belief 12. The Remnant and Its Mission
4B45. How should you as a Christian help people learn of Jesus' love?
17 7 | 7 6 A) Justtell them to read the Bible by themselves.
3137 | 3742 B) Tell them about your relationship with Jesus.
5 9] 9 5 C) Itisbetter to have the pastor explain everything to them.
4847 | 4747 D) Pray for the Holy Spirit to teach them all they need to know

Fundamental Belief 13. Unity in the Body of Christ

4A13. What is meant by the saying "The last shall be first"?

5655 | 5560 A) Those who think of others before themselves are truly great.
2123 | 2320 B) Those who are last many times try harder and end up first.

13 9| 911 C) Ifyou are the last in line, someone may invite you to the front.
1012 | 1210 D) Sometimes the name at the bottom of the list gets called first.

Fundamental Belief 21. Christian Behavior

4A42. Which of the following will most likely have the strongest effect in leading someone to Christ?
4856 | 5658 A) seeing the life of a true Christian

10 8 | 8 6 B) hearing a good sermon

3024 | 2426 C) being given a good Bible study

1212 | 1210 D) taking a Bible class in school

Fundamental Belief 23. The Heavenly Sanctuary

4B13. On the day of the great disappointment in 1844, what did Jesus do?
2228 | 2834 A) He opened the book of life in heaven and began to judge us.
18 9 | 9 6 B) He came to earth but everyone did not see Him.
1815 | 1512 C) He chose the Seventh-day Adventist church as His special church.
4349 | 4949 D) He chose Ellen White to be His prophet.

Fundamental Belief 25. Death and Resurrection

4A9. What happens when people die?
9 1 1 1 A) They go to heaven.

3552 | 5258 B) They sleep.

4831 | 3123 C) Their bodies sleep and their souls go to heaven.
917 | 1719 D) They do not exist any longer.

4A22. When the righteous come up from their graves, they will:
6077 | 7777 A) have new bodies
2715 | 1518 B) look the same as they did when they died

8 6 | 6 3 C) notbe recognized by their friends

6 2 | 2 2 D) bemuch taller than they were

Items not directly related to a belief

4A3. God tested Abraham by asking him to sacrifice his son to show more about:
3848 | 4849 A) God's plan to save us

10 6 | 6 3 B) why God created the world

14 9| 9 6 C) why God thinks it is important to keep the Sabbath

3837 | 3742 D) how God wants us to worship Him

4A40. Which of the following is the best description of prayer?
4 4| 4 2 A) asking God for favors

3946 | 4657 B) talking to God as your friend

4943 | 4334 C) asking God for forgiveness from sin
9 8 | 8 8 D) telling God how you feel about Him

4B42. If Daniel were alive today and he was having lunch in a restaurant with some non-Christian friends, he would:
10 6 | 6 5 A) say his prayer without closing his eyes

2839 | 3940 B) bow his head for prayer

17 7| 7 5 C) not pray because he might embarrass his friends

4648 | 4850 D) ask everyone to bow their heads and pray also even if they didn't want to

Grade 6

Fundamental Belief 1. The Holy Scriptures
6A16. What is the safest thing to do in deciding what is right or wrong?
1314 | 1413 A) Ask our parents for advice.
13 5| 5 4 B) Ask our pastor for advice.
4656 | 56 62 C) Apply principles found in the Bible.
2824 | 2421 D) Do what we think is the right thing.
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What is the major theme of both the Old and New Testaments?

6A32.
3139 [ 3951 A) the character of God
2515 | 1512 B) the life of Jesus on earth
3532 | 3228 C) the work of the Holy Spirit
914 | 1410 D) the deceptions of Satan

Fundamental Belief 4/9. The Son

6A39. What risk did Jesus take when He became human?
1513 | 1310 A) God would not accept His death for our sins.
3135 | 3550 B) He would sin and lose the chance of returning to heaven.
2323 | 2318 C) He would lose His Father's help for victory over sin.
3129 | 2923 D) He would not get back the divine nature God took from Him when He left heaven.

Fundamental Belief 7. The Nature of Man

6A15. Why is it important to understand the true force of the will?
10 7 | 7 7 A) Christ does not expect us to use our will after we accept Him.
3136 | 3638 B) We act according to the decisions of our will.
3636 | 3641 C) Our will is the influence for good that God gives us.
2321 | 2113 D) Ifwe do not accept Christ, we have no will.

Fundamental Belief 8. The Great Controversy

In the Great Controversy battle between God and Satan, on which side are people on the earth?

6B32. Which group best understood Christ's mission on earth?
3238 | 3852 A) the angels in heaven
2923 | 2318 B) the twelve disciples
2015 | 1513 C) the people He healed
1925 | 2517 D) Peter, James, and John
6B33.
16 7| 7 5 A) Allare on God's side because of Christ's death.
1310 | 10 7 B) All are on Satan's side because they have sinned.
2435 | 3544 C) All who have not joined God's side are on Satan's side.
4749 | 4945 D) Some are on God's side, some are on Satan's side, and some are not on either side.

Fundamental Belief 10. The Experience of Salvation

6B16. Which of the following is the best description of salvation?
3447 14757 A) ltis agift.
8 6 | 6 3 B) Itisdifficult to earn.
3939 | 3933 C) Itisareward for right living.
20 8 | 8 8 D) Itis wages given as a result of hard work.
6B20. Which of the following is NOT a step to conversion?
1211 | 11 9 A) repentance for sins committed
4845 | 4542 B) death to the old self
2929 | 2941 C) perfect obedience to God's law
1215 | 15 9 D) rebirth to a new life
6B43. Which of the following describes "sanctification"?
1410 | 10 8 A) All temptations are removed.
3947 | 4760 B) All past sins are forgiven.
2617 | 1715 C) Itis the work of a lifetime.
2126 | 2616 D) Salvation is gained by obeying all the commandments.
6B44. What does God's treatment of David after his sins teach us about God's forgiveness?
4244 | 4443 A) God can forgive even the worst sins and removes the bad consequences of the sin.
2633 | 3338 B) God can forgive even the worst sins but frequently does not remove the bad consequences of the sin.
2117 | 1714 C) God deals with very bad sins in a different way than other sins.
11 6 | 6 5 D) God does not forgive very bad sins that were deliberately committed.

Fundamental Belief 12. The Remnant and Its Mission

Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation

6B30.
12:17?
1813 | 1313 A) They attend church faithfully.
3541 | 4128 B) They keep the commandments.
2713 | 1313 C) They read the Bible.
2033 | 3346 D) They suffer persecution.

Fundamental Belief 13. Unity in the Body of Christ

6B25.

To what extent should church members have unity?

4255 | 5562 A) Even though they disagree on some things, they should work unitedly for the same purpose.

2218
2110
1617

1813 B)
1010 C)
1715 D)

There should not be disagreement between church members.
They should not disagree with ideas and beliefs of our church leaders.
God wants people to be individuals and not try to unite closely with other church members.
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Fundamental Belief 14. Baptism

6B8. In the plan of salvation, baptism:

1310 B) is for those who have demonstrated their worthiness for church membership

2527 | 2736 A) is a public statement of faith

1413

4246 | 4646 C) leads to a right relationship with Christ
19 14

14 8 D) should occur when one has overcome all one's known sins

Fundamental Belief 15. The Lord's Supper

2013
2113
3432
2542

6B27. The two parts of the communion service are to remind us of:
13 7 A) creation and the Sabbath
13 6 B) the Sabbath and the importance of keeping the commandments
3229 C) the resurrection and ascension of Christ
4259 D) the death of Christ and our willingness to be a servant to others

Fundamental Belief 16. Spiritual Gifts & Ministries

6A38. Why has God provided His followers with special skills and talents?

2416 | 1613 A) to reward them because they obeyed Him
5571 | 7173 B) to enable them to make this world a better place
1711 | 1112 C) to make them happier

4 2| 2 2 D) sothey don't have to work too much

Fundamental Belief 17. The Gift of Prophecy

6B36. Which of the following is NOT a test of a prophet?

8 7 B) says things that agree with the Bible

1413 | 13 7 A) believes Jesus is the Son of God
13 8

4453 | 5362 C) lives a sinless life

2927 | 2724 D) gives accurate predictions

Fundamental Belief 18. The Law of God

6A23. When Isaac willingly laid on the altar as the sacrifice, which of the Ten Commandments was he obeying?

3138 | 3854 A) fifth
3127 | 2724 B) sixth
2426 | 2618 C) eighth
14 9| 9 5 D) tenth

Fundamental Belief 20. Stewardship

6B2. Why does God ask us to return our tithe to Him?

1311 | 1113 A) to have enough money to build Christian churches and schools
1825 | 2519 B) to raise money to help poor people all over the world
4953 | 5358 C) to remind us of God's many blessings
2012 | 1211 D) to test our obedience
6B19. Which of the following would be the best reason you should help other people?
3231 | 3128 A) God has told us to help each other.
13 7 | 7 7 B) Unless everyone helps, many people would not be cared for.
2735 | 3541 C) Your love for others makes you want to help them.
2927 | 2725 D) Ifyou help others, they will help you when you need help.

Fundamental Belief 21. Christian Behavior

6A10. What is the best reason for doing good works?
1712 A) to prove to God that we love Him

3117

10 7 | 7 4 B) toearn God's love
2122 | 2224 C) to benefit others
3955

5560 D) to witness to others how they should live

Fundamental Belief 23. The Heavenly Sanctuary

6B29. Those who receive the seal of God:

3632 | 3232 A) will escape the time of trouble

1921 | 2125 B) receive the seal after the close of probation
3542 | 4239 C) will keep the seventh-day Sabbath

11 6 | 6 5 D) have never sinned

Fundamental Belief 26. The Millennium & The End of Sin

6A9. During the 1000 year period called the millennium, the saved will be:

1634 | 3440 A) reviewing how God judged the wicked

1912 | 1213 B) persecuted by the wicked

3631 | 3125 C) preaching to the wicked, trying to get them to repent
2923 | 2322 D) waiting in the grave for Jesus to resurrect them

Items not directly related to a belief

6A6. How did God deal with the nations living in Canaan to make room for the Israelites?

3335 | 3549 A) God helped Israel drive out the nations that rejected Him and allowed nations that accepted Him to continue to

711
2118
3936

live in Canaan.
1111 B) God destroyed all of the other nations.
1817 C) God allowed the other nations to remain in Canaan along side the Israelites.
3623 D) God created a combined nation of the Canaanites and the Israelites.
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6A7. In heaven, what will we understand about how God sometimes answered our prayers in a different way than we
wanted?
4842 | 4236 A) We will know that He always did the right thing for us, even though we won't understand why.
4449 | 4959 B) We will know that He always did the right thing for us, even when we sometimes asked for something else.
6 4| 4 2 C) We will know that if we didn't ask for the right thing, God did not do anything for us.
3 5] 5 3 D) We will know that if God did not understand why we were asking for something, He would not do it for us.
6A8. As the Christian church grew after Christ returned to heaven, how did the disciples deal with the new areas of
responsibility?
5455 | 5548 A) They divided the work, giving each disciple certain duties.
1620 | 2031 B) They chose seven deacons to help them.
1413 | 1314 C) They asked Paul and Timothy to help them.
1612 | 12 8 D) They chose another disciple to replace Judas.
6A19. Why was Jesus led into the wilderness for forty days?
1713 | 1310 A) to prove that He was both human and divine
1916 | 1610 B) to demonstrate the value of fasting
2620 | 2017 C) to avoid the temptations of Satan
3852 | 5264 D) to prepare for His mission and work
6A24. In the parable of the Pharisee and the publican, which of the following was one of the publican's inner feelings?
2839 | 3951 A) Ineed the mercy of God.
1921 | 2117 B) I do much work for God.
2518 | 1814 C) I have given all of my wealth to the poor.
2922 | 2218 D) I am looking forward to meeting Jesus.
6A35. What was God's primary purpose for Israel in the Promised Land?
12 8 | 8 6 A) toconduct evangelistic meetings and invite people to the Tabernacle services
1913 | 1315 B) to become a great agricultural nation by following the example of Abraham and Jacob
5070 | 7072 C) to share God's love with the nations around them
19 9| 9 7 D) to keep the sixth Commandment by making peace with the nations around them
6B5. For what reason were Ananias and Sapphira put to death?
2822 | 2228 A) They stole silver candlesticks from the temple.
2821 | 2116 B) They claimed belief in God but communicated with evil spirits.
2545 | 4548 C) They lied to the Holy Spirit.
1912 | 12 9 D) They took part in the stoning of Stephen.
Grade 8

Fundamental Belief 1. The Holy Scriptures

8B19. The doctrines of the Seventh-day Adventist Church are based on:
8 2| 2 1 A) theBible -- only the Old Testament
10 2 | 2 2 B) the Bible -- only the New Testament
5074 | 7476 C) the Bible -- both the Old and New Testaments
3222 | 2221 D) the Bible and the traditions of the church

Fundamental Belief 4/9. The Son

8A6. When Christ was on earth He was:
1617 | 1715 A) part human and part divine
11 1 1 B) fully divine and not human
1925 | 2521 C) fully human and not divine
6557 | 5762 D) fully human and fully divine

Fundamental Belief 8. The Great Controversy

Satan's death would have made people serve God out of fear rather than love.

8A22. Why was Lucifer's sin eventually unforgivable?
5046 | 4644 A) He got others to sin.
2233 | 3336 B) He had fully known God's love and character.
2014 | 1413 C) He left heaven.
8 7 | 7 7 D) He complained about God's government.
8A28. Which of the following is NOT a reason that God spared Lucifer's life?
11 8 | 8 7 A) Satan's character had to be allowed to develop.
3833 | 3328 B)
3451 | 5156 C) Satan's army was larger than God's.
17 91 9 9 D) God knew He couldn't use force to stop rebellion.
8A45. Why did Satan want to get Adam and Eve to disobey God?
2928 | 2827 A) because he hated them
3452 | 5255 B) to show that God was unfair
8 3 | 3 3 C) sothey would be happier
2917 | 1716 D) so God would change His law
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8B4. Genesis 3:15 is God's first promise to man. What promise was made?
2823 | 2320 A) God would send a flood to cleanse the earth.
7 5] 5 4 B) God would make the Jews a chosen people.
2332 | 3236 C) Jesus would ultimately defeat Satan.
4340 | 4040 D) Adam and Eve would live forever if they didn't sin.

Fundamental Belief 10. The Experience of Salvation
8A3. Which stage of the Christian life is described as a daily walk with God which results in a changed way of living
and thinking?
4 6 | 610 A) edification
3522 | 2214 B) glorification
2621 | 2121 C) justification
3652 | 5255 D) sanctification

8A15. Which stage of the Christian life is described as "forgiveness for past sins and acceptance into God's family"?
15 9| 9 7 A) edification

2516 | 16 8 B) glorification

4050 | 5050 C) justification

2025 | 2535 D) sanctification

8B8. A Christ-like character:

2019 | 1916 A) isa goal too high to strive for on this earth

4051 | 5158 B) is aresult of a life-long process

3025 | 2521 C) is obtained eventually by all those who are baptized
9 5] 5 4 D) is an immediate result of baptism

8B39. The story of the vine teaches us that the most important task of the Christian life is to:
1411 | 11 3 A) do Christlike activities
810 | 10 5 B) rid the church of the "tares"
3934 | 3433 C) be agood example to others
3945 | 4558 D) keep a connection with God

Fundamental Belief 12. The Remnant and Its Mission
8A16. Which of the following characteristics is part of the description of God's remnant people found in Revelation
12:17?
13 7 } 7 4 A) They attend church faithfully.
4544 | 4440 B) They keep the commandments.
20 7 | 7 5 C) They read the Bible.
2342 | 4252 D) They suffer persecution.

Fundamental Belief 13. Unity in the Body of Christ
8A44. If you see some of the adults from church coming out of a bar, what would be an appropriate reaction?
30 9| 9 7 A) Be thankful that you are a better Christian than they are.
2016 | 1615 B) Tell the pastor about what they are doing wrong.
4472 | 7276 C) Realize that church membership doesn't mean a person is perfect.
73 3 2 D) Quit going to their church since it hasn't helped them.

Fundamental Belief 15. The Lord's Supper

8B22. The Lord's Supper symbolizes:
7 6| 6 5 A) baptism

3144 | 4452 B) Christ's death

12 8 | 8 4 C) thenew earth

5142 | 4239 D) Passover

8B42. The foot-washing service is done to:

2229 | 2930 A) show our need for forgiveness

2315 | 1510 B) make us worthy to partake of the bread and wine
11 6 | 6 3 C) make us embarrassed about our sinfulness

4551 | 5157 D) remind us of our need to serve others

Fundamental Belief 17. The Gift of Prophecy
8B14. What was the purpose of Ellen White's inspired writings?
4 3| 3 1 A) toshow how other religions were wrong
93 3 1 B) to correct errors in the Bible
2021 | 2123 C) to tell us about new doctrines not found in the Bible
6873 | 7375 D) to lead people to God

8B24. How important did Ellen White view the books and testimonies she wrote?
5650 | 5041 A) They were equal to the Bible.
3044 | 4457 B) They were less important than the Bible.
11 3 | 3 2 C) They were more important than the Bible.
4 2| 2 1 D) They were to replace the Bible.
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Fundamental Belief 20. Stewardship
8A4. Why does God ask us to return a part of our income to Him?
7161 | 6161 A) Giving helps us become less selfish.
518 | 1822 B) He needs the money for His work.
21 1 1 C) He does not want some people to have more money than others.
2220 | 2015 D) Itis a church doctrine.

Fundamental Belief 21. Christian Behavior
8A23. As you grow in your love for Jesus, how will you feel about good works?
3643 | 4351 A) When you love God, good works just naturally happen.

7 2| 2 1 B) Since you're saved, God does not care whether you do good works or not.
2720 | 2013 C) Works help you stay in good standing with God.
3036 | 3634 D) Good works show people that you are a Christian.

8A38. What is the biggest danger that exists when you watch television programs that are not wholesome?
1516 | 1617 A) They waste time that you should be spending on better things.

1716 | 1611 B) You will become less interested in studying for school and helping your parents around the house.
2011 | 11 9 C) People will see you and get the wrong impression of the kind of person you are.

4958 | 5862 D) You will be changed in a bad way even if you do not want to be.

Fundamental Belief 22. Marriage and the Family

8B38. Parents who pattern their homes after the government of heaven would:
4149 | 4967 A) give their teenagers the freedom to make wrong choices

13 6 | 6 5 B) tell their teenagers to leave home at the first sign of rebellion

2526 | 2618 C) make sure their teens had no opportunity to sin

2119 | 1911 D) make most of the decisions for their teenagers

Fundamental Belief 23. The Heavenly Sanctuary
8A10. What word would best describe the role of Christ in the heavenly sanctuary?
2540 | 4047 A) mediator
3236 | 3640 B) judge
2912 | 12 8 C) prophet
1413 | 13 5 D) servant

8A40. Probation will close for you when:

12 6 | 6 2 A) you decide to join or leave the church

3528 | 2835 B) you make your final decision for or against God
4228 | 2822 C) Jesus comes again

1239 | 3942 D) Jesus leaves the Most Holy Place

Fundamental Belief 24. The Second Coming of Christ
8B6. Which of the following is a reason Jesus has not returned to take us to heaven?
4756 | 5656 A) He won't return until the time prophecies have been fulfilled.
2011 | 1111 B) God hasn't told Jesus when He's to return.
8 4| 4 3 C) World War III hasn't taken place yet.
2529 [ 2931 D) He is waiting for us to reflect His character.

8B37. Why do the righteous have to go through the "time of trouble" after the close of probation?
2729 | 2932 A) because they must witness to the wicked

2117 | 1718 B) so Satan can have a chance to tempt them

3847 | 4745 C) so they can perfectly reflect God's character

15 7| 7 5 D) so they will experience the plagues

Fundamental Belief 25. Death and Resurrection
8A2. What is the second death?
3334 | 3432 A) the death experienced by the wicked at Jesus' second coming
4554 | 5463 B) the final death that eternally separates the wicked from God's presence
11 6 | 6 2 C) the death experienced by people like Lazarus who had been raised from the dead
11 6 | 6 4 D) committing the unpardonable sin

Fundamental Belief 27. The New Earth

8A12. Why will sin never be seen again after the wicked are destroyed?
551 5 3 A) Godwill do away with the law.

5657 | 5744 B) God will remove the possibility of sinning.
6 3| 3 2 C) People will be afraid of losing eternal life.

3335 [ 3551 D) The results of sin will be remembered.

Grade 10

Fundamental Belief 1. The Holy Scriptures
10A3. What is the greatest benefit that comes from Bible study?
43 } 3 1 A) You will be able to show other people where they are wrong.
6257 | 5756 B) You will come to love Jesus.
2119 | 1910 C) You will have the satisfaction of greater knowledge.
1321 | 2133 D) You will be able to answer for your faith.
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10A34. What is the central, unifying theme of the Bible?
3621 | 2123 A) instruction on how we should live
2347 | 4759 B) the plan of redemption
1511 | 11 4 C) the importance of keeping the commandments
2622 | 2214 D) the second coming of Christ

Fundamental Belief 4/9. The Son
10B21. Incarnation means:
2632 | 3228 A) in the spirit
11 6 | 6 6 B) inChrist

6 7| 7 3 C) inglory
5755 | 5563 D) in the flesh

10B22. How did Christ deal with Simon, who felt no need, and Mary, who knew she was a sinner?
6064 | 6467 A) He treated both with kindness.
13 7 | 7 5 B) He firmly pointed out their sin.
2125 | 2523 C) He told them both a parable.
6 5| 5 5 D) Heexposed them for what they were.

10B37. How could Jesus be "the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world"?
210 | 10 6 A) Lucifer laid plans for Christ's death before creation.

4030 | 3029 B) The very first sacrifices represented Jesus' death.

3434 | 3431 C) Jesus would have died for one sinner.

2327 | 2735 D) Before the world was created, provision was made for sin.

10B55. Which of the following is considered an historic fact of Christ's life?
5460 | 6066 A) Jesus was crucified.
2823 | 2325 B) Jesus was resurrected from the dead.

9 9] 9 6 C) There were as many as500 who saw the resurrected Christ.

9 8 | 8 4 D) The disciples were changed by the resurrection.

Fundamental Belief 8. The Great Controversy

10A31. In the Great Controversy context why did God allow Satan to tempt Adam and Eve?
5550 | 5044 A) He wanted to test the loyalty of Adam and Eve.

1920 | 2021 B) He wanted it to be an object lesson for later generations.

1528 | 2834 C) He wanted to let Satan demonstrate his accusations against God.

11 2 | 2 1 D) Since they were created perfect He didn't expect them to fall.

10A40. In Genesis 3:15 who is predicted to bruise the head of Satan?
4949 14948 A) Christ
2313 | 1312 B) Eve
6 8| 8 4 C) Adam
2130 | 3036 D) the church

Fundamental Belief 10. The Experience of Salvation
10A2. What is the only way a person can be victorious over temptation?
11 3 3 7 A) Flee from the devil.
7792 | 9287 B) Live in contact with Christ.
11 5| 5 5 C) Choose to behold only the good.
2 0| 0 1 D) Obeygood counsel.

10A16. Justification could best be defined as:
15 5 5 8 A) the work of a lifetime
4649 | 4955 B) forgiveness
3340 | 4030 C) removing sinful tendencies
7 6| 6 7 D) growth

10A26. True repentance for a sin includes being genuinely sorry for what you have done and:
3016 | 1610 A) never doing it again

2843 | 4338 B) determining to turn away from it

3218 | 1818 C) freely admitting you were wrong

1123 | 2335 D) making things right with others

10A27. Sanctification could best be defined as:
6239 | 3941 A) growing more like Christ
1112 | 12 6 B) an instant transaction
2646 | 4647 C) forgiveness for sin
2 5| 5 6 D) undeserved love

10A42. In what way is Christianity superior to all other religions such as Judaism or Islam?
4332 | 3234 A) It speaks to us of only one God.
2 5| 5 4 B) Itholds out superior health practices.
15 6 | 6 7 C) Itteaches we should help others.
4057 | 5756 D) It offers forgiveness and a change of heart.
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10A43. Christ has offered to become our righteousness if we are willing to:
4761 | 6169 A) confess and forsake sin
3829 | 2924 B) keep His commandments
13 7 7 6 C) tell others about Him
2 3 | 3 2 D) trustour parents for guidance

Fundamental Belief 11. The Church
10B7. The Seventh-day Adventist church has a representative form of government, that is, the authority rests in the:
5362 | 6258 A) General Conference
9 7| 7 7 B) local conference
1512 | 12 4 C) pastor
2319 | 1931 D) church members

Fundamental Belief 12. The Remnant and Its Mission

10A4. An identifying mark of God's remnant people as stated in Revelation is:
17 4 | 4 8 A) They have great peace.

1322 | 2221 B) They are persecuted by the beast.

4033 | 3329 C) They are looking for the second coming.

3040 | 4041 D) They keep God's commandments.

Fundamental Belief 14. Baptism

10A39. What similarity is there between the covenant God made with Israel and the baptismal vow today?
2661 | 6169 A) Both separate God's people from the world.

17 7 | 7 5 B) Both are ratified by sprinkled water.

4530 | 3021 C) Both assure salvation.

13 3 3 5 D) Both commit the people to a promise they cannot keep.

Fundamental Belief 18. The Law of God
10B2. When Jesus said He had come to "fulfill" the law He meant:
7768 | 6874 A) to meet all its requirements
616 | 1613 B) to bring it to an end
1315 | 1510 C) to add to it
4 2| 2 4 D) todoaway with parts of it

10B16. The greatest Bible commandment of all is to:
4538 | 3847 A) love God
1527 | 2730 B) love your neighbor
3433 | 3321 C) keep God's commandments
6 3| 3 2 D) praydaily

10B20. The third commandment in the Law tells us that we should NOT:
1510 | 10 9 A) work on the Sabbath day

4945 | 4555 B) take the Lord's name in vain

2620 | 2017 C) put any other god before God

1125 | 2519 D) make any graven images

10B45. Ann was attracted by Julie's new jacket. She liked it so much that she stole it. What commandment did she break
besides the eighth?

1310 | 10 9 A) third

4328 | 2830 B) sixth

2334 | 3422 C) seventh

2129 {2939 D) tenth

10B47. What is the definition of "grace" as used in the Bible?
2150 | 5063 A) love we do not deserve

2615 | 1511 B) the influence of the Holy Spirit

2320 | 2016 C) help God gives after we try as hard as we can

3016 | 1610 D) a belief in the goodness of Christ

Fundamental Belief 22. Marriage and the Family

10B32. In what way was the home life of Samuel and the sons of Eli the same?
1110 | 1012 A) They were allowed to have their own way.

3645 | 4548 B) Their parents were good people.

2317 | 1718 C) The father overlooked the faults in the children.

3028 | 2822 D) There was strict concern for proper training.

10B34. What counsel did Paul give to one married to an unbeliever?
1922 | 2220 A) Leave the unbeliever as soon as possible.

6 6 | 6 6 B) Refuse to allow the unbeliever to leave.
6866 | 6669 C) Do not leave the unbeliever.

6 6 | 6 6 D) Deny sexual privileges to the unbeliever.
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What can you as a teenager do now to best prepare for your own future home?

10B49.
1310 | 10 8 A) Ask questions of your parents.
1511 | 11 8 B) Observe what your parents argue about and avoid it.
2839 [ 3946 C) Be faithful to duty at your parents' home.
4541 | 4138 D) Listen to all the advice your parents give you.

Fundamental Belief 23. The Heavenly Sanctuary

10A15. The yearly service in the wilderness sanctuary symbolized:
1722 | 2223 A) the final elimination of sin
2644 | 4442 B) the transfer of sin from the sinner to the sanctuary
2819 | 1919 C) total consecration to Jehovah
3016 | 1616 D) God's power in caring for His own
10A22. What does the word "atonement" mean?
4740 | 4043 A) the restoration of friendly relations between God and sinners
3027 | 2732 B) the judgment
1727 | 2717 C) the cleansing of this earth by fire
6 7| 7 8 D) the work of the Jewish priests in the tabernacle
10A25. What group is judged during the investigative judgment?
913 | 1314 A) all the dead
1719 | 1921 B) all the living
3246 | 4639 C) all sinners
4322 | 2226 D) all the people of God
10A30. What did the Millerites understand the sanctuary of Daniel 8:14 to represent?
3033 | 3326 A) heaven
2113 | 1315 B) the Jerusalem temple
1713 | 1311 C) Jesus Himself
3241 | 4148 D) the earth and the church

Fundamental Belief 24. The Second Coming of Christ

Why is it dangerous to put off accepting Christ as our Savior?

Which of the following signs of the nearness of Christ's coming has NOT been fulfilled?

10B53.
1714 | 1412 A) We might commit the unpardonable sin.
4658 | 5860 B) Our life could end at any time.
3023 | 2323 C) We don't know when Jesus will come.
7 6 | 6 5 D) Sin brings unhappiness.
10B54.
3250 | 5062 A) gospel to all the world
3428 | 2824 B) false Christs to appear
1310 | 10 6 C) wars and rumors of wars
2112 | 12 9 D) love of many grows cold

Fundamental Belief 27. The New Earth

Why will sin never be seen again after the wicked are destroyed?

10B40.
4 6| 6 4 A) God will do away with the law.
5141 | 4136 B) God will remove the possibility of sinning.
11 7 | 7 2 C) The redeemed will be afraid of losing eternal life.
3447 | 4758 D) The results of sin will be remembered.

Items not directly related to a belief

As sons and daughters of God in heaven, what testimony will the redeemed of'this earth relate to unfallen beings?

The life of Joseph in the Old Testament shows us that the key to character development is the:

10A7. Which of the following is a characteristic of true love?

0 5] 5 2 A) Itdevelops rapidly.
4555 | 5549 B) Itis guided by principle.
4939 | 3948 C) Itis determined and unbending.

6 3 | 3 1 D) Ithighly values good looks.

10A38. How can we most effectively help those who have no faith in God?
3230 | 3027 A) by using Bible proof texts
2348 | 4861 B) through sympathy and helpfulness
2612 | 12 7 C) through scientific proof of the Bible
1910 | 10 5 D) by talking to them of heaven and hell
10B6.

6772 | 7270 A) a personal experience of salvation through Christ
1116 | 1617 B) a personal account of the hardships of sinful earth

7 5] 5 5 C) apersonal listing of sacrifices they made for Jesus
15 8 | 8 9 D) apersonal witness of great things they did for Jesus

10B11.

3429 | 2927 A) development of abilities and talents
2831 | 3138 B) attention to duty in ordinary life
2125 | 2524 C) display of courage and daring in times of challenge
1714 | 1411 D) ability to handle larger issues of life
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. Jerry wants to attend Academy in the fall. He is praying that God will provide the needed funds. Of God's

. What is the first step that should be taken when you want to transfer your membership from one church to

10B15. To find the Bible verse that says, "Even so, come Lord Jesus.", where should you look?
9 7] 7 5 A) ABible dictionary
3025 | 2525 B) A Bible commentary
5164 | 6469 C) A Bible concordance
11 5 5 2 D) E.G. White Index
10B23
methods for giving guidance, which one is Jerry depending upon?
11 4| 4 3 A) advice from friends
3853 | 5362 B) providential workings
2116 | 16 8 C) principles from the Bible
3028 | 2827 D) impressions from the Holy Spirit
10B25. What is the meaning of the prayer, "Lord, I believe, help my unbelief"?
4543 | 4348 A) I believe, strengthen my faith to act.
6 5| 5 3 B) Idon'treally believe.
912 | 12 5 C) Ibelieve you, help my unbelieving friends.
4041 | 4145 D) I have doubts, take them away.
10B29. How much evidence will God give us upon which to base our "faith"?
918 | 1819 A) God wants us to have faith without evidence.
1512 | 1214 B) God will give us so much evidence that there can be no room for doubt.
5055 | 5551 C) God will give us sufficient evidence to have a strong faith.
2616 | 1616 D) God will give us all of the evidence we ask for.
10B41
another?
3236 | 3642 A) Contact the clerk of the church you wish to leave.
3028 | 2830 B) Contact the clerk of the church you wish to join.
1926 | 2616 C) Ask the church you want to leave to vote the transfer.
1911 | 1113 D) Ask the church you want to join to vote the transfer.
10B44. What did Jesus mean when He said a person should "take up his cross and follow me"?
5545 | 4536 A) Accept without complaint the trials of life.
010 | 10 5 B) Place one's life in danger as Jesus did.
4342 | 4256 C) Accept the responsibility of discipleship.
2 3 | 3 2 D) Find ways to make life difficult.
Grade 12

Fundamental Belief 4/9. The Son

12B22. The Bible teaches that Jesus:
2935 | 3540 A) was a sinless being who pre-existed before creation
1513 | 1314 B) was God yet was miraculously conceived as a human being through His sinless mother, Mary
4438 | 3839 C) is the same person as the Holy Spirit and God the Father
1215 | 15 7 D) was a perfect human being and could not have sinned
12B51. Which statement best summarizes Christ's earthly ministry?
2421 | 2122 A) Jesus spent much of His time healing people because He knew the relationship of health and spirituality.
3229 | 2917 B) Jesus spent most of His time alone praying and talking with God in order to receive the Spirit's power and
wisdom.
3844 | 4454 C) Jesus spent most of His time preaching about God's love so that people would want to change.
6 6 | 6 6 D) Jesus spent most of His time alone with His disciples so that He could train them to continue His work.

Fundamental Belief 5. The Holy Spirit

12A30.

Which of the following does NOT describe part of the work of the Holy Spirit?

9 8 | 8 6 A) inspired the Holy Scriptures
4440 | 4035 B) convicts us of our sins
1510 | 10 5 C) helps us to understand the Bible
3243 | 4354 D) is a high priest in the heavenly sanctuary

Fundamental Belief 8. The Great Controversy

12A4. What is the central issue in the Great Controversy?

3225 | 2512 A) Is the seventh day the Sabbath?

0 8 | 8 3 B) Isthe Bible really God's word?
2719 | 1937 C) Can God's authority, laws, and love be trusted?
4148 | 4848 D) Can human beings gain the victory over sin and succeed where Adam failed?

12A26. Which of the following describes the laws in heaven before Lucifer rebelled?

9 9| 9 7 A) The angels realized that although obeying God's laws took a lot of effort, it was necessary.
3838 | 3846 B) The laws of God were so mild, fair and reasonable that the angels scarcely knew they existed.
3849 | 4945 C) Laws did not yet exist because sin did not exist and there was no need for laws until there were sinners.
15 4 | 4 3 D) God's laws were restrictive, negative and difficult and Lucifer did not appreciate them.
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Fundamental Belief 10. The Experience of Salvation

12A5. Which of the following best describes faith?
1524 | 2420 A) Faith is best developed by continual obedience.
2424 | 2438 B) Faith leads to obedience.
2113 | 13 7 C) Faith is the result of our effort to please God.
4139 | 3936 D) Faith is our gift to God for what He has done for us.
12A16. How are feelings related to our salvation and our faith?
1513 | 1317 A) Salvation does not depend on our feelings.
4747 | 4749 B) Salvation depends on our feeling that we are sinners and can only be saved by accepting Christ's death for us.
2123 | 2322 C) Faith is the result of our feelings of love toward our Savior, Jesus Christ.
1817 | 1711 D) As aresult of our faith in what Jesus has done for us, we will have continual positive feelings.
12A19. What was Martin Luther's discovery which sparked the Reformation?
18 8 | 8 5 A) Keeping God's commandments is not important if you love Christ.
2712 | 12 7 B) Ifyou do your best to achieve righteousness, God will make up the difference.
2729 | 2921 C) Righteousness is the result of faithfully keeping God's laws and commandments.
2751 | 5168 D) Righteousness is a gift received by faith.
12A38. Which of the following statements about faith is most accurate?
3243 | 4357 A) Faith is a spiritual gift given to each Christian and it can grow through a personal experience with God.
2119 | 1917 B) Faith comes from within a person as the mind is turned to spiritual things.
3528 | 2820 C) Faith is our attitude towards our beliefs and values.
1210 | 10 6 D) Everyone in the world has faith but only a few persons use it.
12A40. Which statement summarizes the salvation process as described by Paul in the book of Romans?
3856 | 5662 A) All men have sinned and therefore need salvation which is available through faith in Jesus.
1813 | 1317 B) God helps those who help themselves. Therefore salvation comes to those who keep God's laws.
3515 | 15 9 C) Sinners can become righteous through diligent effort which will lead to repentance and forgiveness.
917 | 1713 D) Salvation begins with our feelings, then leads to repentance which is followed by our conviction of sin.
12A41. The experience of living a new life by growing in the Holy Spirit is described by the term:
2114 | 1413 A) glorification
1219 | 1915 B) justification
5349 | 4963 C) sanctification
1518 | 18 9 D) spiritualism
12A45. Which of the following statements about sin is most accurate?
3356 | 5659 A) Sin brings ultimate unhappiness by destroying freedom. The only remedy for sin is the blood of Jesus.
2111 | 11 5 B) Sin brings lasting pleasure but it is usually disobedience to God.
3026 | 2627 C) After you have gained the victory over sin, God delights to forgive your sin and cleanse you from
unrighteousness.
15 7| 7 9 D) Sinis very deceptive and must be overcome by diligently relying on and exercising your will power.
12A54. What does it mean to be transformed into Christlikeness?
3454 | 5468 A) We are changed by Christ in this life to take on His character.
28 6 | 6 7 B) We become perfectly sinless and are ready for translation.
915 | 15 8 C) We are transformed at the second coming when we receive our immortal bodies.
2826 | 2618 D) The harder we try to overcome sin the more we will resemble Christ.

Fundamental Belief 12. The Remnant and Its Mission

12B18. The instruction to reveal God's character in our lives and to glorify Him by revealing Him to others, is part of:
1529 | 2932 A) the first angel's message
2719 | 1916 B) the second angel's message
2116 | 1612 C) the third angel's message
3636 | 3640 D) the message of all three angels
12B23. Which of the following is NOT clearly identified as a characteristic of the 144,000?
1820 | 2018 A) They have purity and spotlessness.
4747 | 4756 B) They died believing the third angel's message.
917 | 1712 C) They have honesty and integrity.
2716 | 1615 D) They follow the Lamb wherever He goes.
12B34. Why are angels depicted in Revelation as holding back the winds?
2914 | 1411 A) Winds represent the Holy Spirit who is being rejected by an evil generation.
2418 | 1816 B) Winds represent the evil angels who cannot tempt the righteous until probation closes.
1814 | 1417 C) Satan, represented by the wind, has not yet filled his cup of iniquity and God must be just.
2954 | 5455 D) God's people are not ready for the warfare and strife that will soon come.
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12B39.

Ifyou were seeking to identify the remnant church today, what two characteristics of the remnant should you look
for according to Revelation12?

1216 | 1619 A) worship on Sabbath and study the Bible
5030 | 3036 B) keep the commandments and have the spirit of prophecy
12 9| 9 9 C) believe in the sanctuary and the health message
2745 | 4536 D) keep the Sabbath and believe in the second advent
12B55. According to Revelation 3, what is the condition of the Laodicean church?
2923 | 2318 A) spiritually blind, hopeless, cold and lifeless
1819 | 1912 B) ignorant of God's truth, apostate, under God's wrath, worldly
2948 | 4855 C) half-hearted, lacking in faith and love, living without Christ's righteousness
2410 | 1015 D) spiritually impoverished, senses need for Christ, responsive to God's love
Fundamental Belief 15. The Lord's Supper
12A11. Why is the Lord's Supper important to us?
2713 | 1312 A) God cleanses us from our sins if we participate.
1514 | 1412 B) It reminds us of God's creative power.
4232 | 3225 C) God's body becomes our body when we partake of the bread.
1540 | 4051 D) We have an opportunity to make things right with others and God.
Fundamental Belief 17. The Gift of Prophecy
12B31. To avoid misuse of the writings of Ellen White, which of the following guidelines should NOT be followed?
2440 | 4047 A) When studying with non-Adventists, use the Spirit of Prophecy as powerful proof to support truth.
2113 | 1310 B) Remember the context of the statement when applying it to a current situation.
3824 | 2419 C) Use the Bible only as the basis for a doctrine, not her writings.
1824 | 2423 D) Study her writings for personal growth rather than to impose her teachings on others.
12B33. Which of the following methods would be most effective in convincing individuals to accept the "Spirit of
Prophecy," referring to Ellen White?
3254 | 5457 A) Have them read one of her books such as Desire of Ages or Steps to Christ.
1816 | 16 16 B) Tell them about the unique physical manifestations Ellen White had during her visions.
2113 | 13 8 C) Read them some of the moving eulogies at the time of Ellen White's death.
2917 | 1719 D) Explain to them that she was one of the founders of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.
Fundamental Belief 18. The Law of God
12B15. As revealed in Romans 7, what is Paul's attitude about God's law?
2741 | 4135 A) The law is holy and thus destroys sin in our lives.
2414 | 1413 B) God's grace frees us from the need to keep the law.
35 9| 9 9 C) The law brings death because it leads to immorality and idolatry.
1537 | 3742 D) The law is holy but it cannot save us since we are unholy.
12B30. God's law as expressed in the Ten Commandments should have what role in our lives?
1844 | 4457 A) It should reveal our sinfulness and thus our need of a Savior.
27 5| 5 5 B) Itwill restrict our freedom so we will not sin.
3823 | 2316 C) Itis the standard we must keep to get to heaven.
1827 | 2722 D) Itis a general guideline rather than an absolute law like the law of gravity.
12B37. Which of the following most accurately describes the role of God's law in our lives?
2429 | 2940 A) The commandments are a wall of protection around us.
1810 | 10 7 B) The commandments are part of Old Testament legalism.
3546 | 4632 C) By keeping the commandments we become justified before God.
2415 | 1522 D) As Christians we are saved by grace and the law has been replaced by love.
12B43. Which of the following is NOT one of the meanings for the word "law" in the Bible?
1813 | 1316 A) the books of Moses (Genesis, etc.)
2723 | 2318 B) the ceremonial requirements
4746 | 4650 C) the rules or "laws" of nature (gravity, etc.)
919 | 1916 D) the Bible as a whole
12B44. What is the relationship between law and grace?
4448 | 4863 A) By faith I accept God's free gift of salvation, and God then gives me the power to keep His law.
2419 | 19 9 B) Imustkeep the law to be saved and have faith that Jesus will accept this as righteousness.
2119 | 1922 C) God's gift of salvation is free yet I must keep the law to be worthy to receive it.
1214 | 14 6 D) Since keeping the law has no merit with God, salvation means I no longer need to obey the law.

Fundamental Belief 19. The Sabbath

12B11. Which of the following is NOT correct in terms of a biblical understanding of the Sabbath?
2114 | 1412 A) After sin is removed, the Sabbath will still be celebrated.
4737 | 3740 B) The Sabbath is part of the ceremonial law which illustrates the plan of salvation.
616 | 1615 C) The Sabbath existed before the Jewish nation.
2733 | 3334 D) Itis not possible for a person to keep the Sabbath holy unless he has committed his life to God.
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12B42. Which of the following is biblically and historically accurate in terms of the change in worship from Sabbath to
Sunday?
2116 | 1610 A) Due to anti-Jewish feelings, early Christians began to keep Sunday as early as the time of Paul the apostle.
2412 | 12 9 B) In order to end the terrible persecutions of the believers, the Jerusalem council of Acts15 recognized the right
to worship on Sabbath and on Sunday.
4456 | 56 64 C) There are no biblical passages that advocate Sunday worship which resulted from compromise with paganism.
1216 | 1617 D) The Emperor Constantine began to keep Sunday because scripture advises us to honor the day of Christ's

resurrection.

Fundamental Belief 21. Christian Behavior

12A20. Which of the following statements about habits is most accurate?
912 | 12 7 A) Good habits are the basis of salvation.
4143 | 4356 B) Good habits are the result of salvation and will be present in a successful Christian's life.
9 8 | 8 7 C) Since we are saved by faith, habits are not an important part of a Christian's life.
4137 | 3729 D) Christ's love for us is in response to the quality of positive habits we develop in our lives.

Fundamental Belief 22. Marriage and the Family

12A44. If you have premarital sex, which of the following would be LEAST likely to occur?
24 9| 9 6 A) You will have feelings of guilt.
1214 | 14 8 B) Your self-respect will be lowered.
3237 | 3731 C) You will have an unbalanced emphasis on physical rather than verbal communication.
3240 | 4055 D) Your boyfriend or girlfriend will lose interest in you.
12B28. Which of the following describes the biblical view of marital sexuality?
3528 | 2827 A) apassionate, positive form of communication that has unlimited freedom when two people are married to each
other
1219 | 19 9 B) abiological urge that is sinful if expressed outside of marriage
1814 | 14 7 C) aphysical relationship that God created for the sole purpose of conceiving children
3540 | 4058 D) an intimate expression of deep, abiding friendship and total commitment
12B48. What is the best reason that sexual relationships should take place only within marriage?
912 | 12 5 A) Premarital sex could result in pregnancy.
18 9 | 9 9 B) Premarital sex could result in many types of diseases.
3236 | 3632 C) Fornication and adultery are against church standards.
4143 | 4355 D) Lovemaking takes the time, trust and commitment marriage provides.
Fundamental Belief 23. The Heavenly Sanctuary
12B8. The cleansing of the sanctuary was symbolized in the Old Testament by:
2423 | 2319 A) the daily sacrifice of a lamb
2418 | 1818 B) the Passover
21 9| 9 9 C) the Feast of Pentecost
3250 | 5055 D) the Day of Atonement
12B12. If you wanted to study about the 2300 day prophecy you would analyze:
15 6 | 6 9 A) Daniel 2 and 3
4155 | 5564 B) Daniel 8 and 9
3219 | 1912 C) Revelation 1 and 2
1220 | 2016 D) Revelation 5 and 6
12B32. Which of the following is a FALSE statement about the investigative judgment?
1822 | 2221 A) In the judgment, Jesus and the Father are working in our behalf while Satan accuses before God.
2930 | 3017 B) We can trust in the confidence that Jesus has never lost a case that has been totally given to Him.
2717 | 1715 C) The investigative judgment began on October 22, 1844.
2731 | 3147 D) The investigative judgment takes place at the beginning of the 2300 days prophecy.
12B45. What is the common element of the 2300-day and the 70-week prophecies?
2129 | 2924 A) Both include the time of the investigative judgment.
3234 | 3441 B) Both are parts of the same prophecy in Revelation.
2919 | 1911 C) Both have the same concluding date (1844 A.D.).
1819 | 1924 D) Both have the same beginning date (457 B.C.).
12B50. The year/day principle of prophetic interpretation is supported by which texts?
4756 | 5665 A) Daniel 7:16 and Revelation 14:1
1517 | 17 9 B) Exodus 20:8-11 and Joel 2:22
2920 | 2018 C) Numbersl4:34 and Ezekiel 4:6
9 8 | 8 8 D) John 1:1 and Revelation 1:1
12B54. The Seventh-day Adventist church is the only church that teaches the doctrine of:
3231 | 3127 A) the seventh-day Sabbath
2726 | 2623 B) the gift of prophecy
3228 | 2829 C) the sanctuary service and its meaning
915 | 1520 D) the non-immortality of the soul
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Fundamental Belief 25. Death and Resurrection

If you are alive at the end of time when spiritualism is widely accepted, what doctrine should you study to avoid

12A18.
being deceived?
2922 | 2220 A) the Sabbath
18 6 | 6 3 B) the heavenly sanctuary
3534 | 3427 C) the work of the Holy Spirit
1839 | 3950 D) the state of the dead

Fundamental Belief 26. The Millennium & The End of Sin
12B49. If a person is resurrected at the end of the millennium, he will be among which group?
10 9 A) the righteous translated to heaven
1414 B) the wicked raised in order to behold the second coming of Jesus
2820 C) the righteous raised to life to live eternally with Jesus
48 57 D) the wicked who are consumed in the lake of fire

610
4114
2128
3248

Fundamental Belief 27. The New Earth

12B2. If you were telling an unbeliever about heaven, which of the following statements would you OMIT?
3248 | 4851 A) "To prevent sin's reoccurrence and to erase our sadness, God will wipe away all memory of this earth."
3832 | 3224 B) "Heaven is a real place with streams, mountains and wide-spreading plains."
1811 | 1113 C) "The central focus of heaven will be face to face communication with God."
12 9 | 912 D) "Due to our glorified bodies and minds, great new abilities and activities will be available for God's people."

Items not directly related to a belief

12A31. The choice between the seal of God and the mark of the beast is really a choice between:
1817 | 1713 A) justification and sanctification
5950 | 5058 B) genuine worship and false worship
2114 | 1417 C) genuine prophets and false prophets
319 | 1912 D) Seventh-day Adventism and apostate churches
12B7. What is the most accurate description of Babylon in history and in prophecy?
1523 | 2324 A) Babylon is the pope and the Roman Catholic church.
3224 | 2424 B) Babylon is the enemy of God and His people.
1522 | 2218 C) Babylon is paganism and atheism.
3831 | 3134 D) Babylon is a nation that opposes true Christianity . . . a nation such as Rome, Russia or ancient Babylon.
12B21. Why does the Seventh-day Adventist church discourage its members from joining or supporting labor unions?
2415 | 15 9 A) Labor unions are part of the system of Roman Catholicism which scripture calls the "beast."
3849 | 4964 B) Bible principles contradict labor unions' methods of dealing with economic and social injustice.
2718 | 1814 C) Itis difficult to remain a Christian while associating with non-Christians in a labor union.
1219 | 1913 D) Labor unions are based on socialism and communism which are contrary to the Bible.
12B46. The divided nations of Europe are represented in the image of Daniel2 by:
2914 | 1410 A) the chest, shoulders and arms of silver
2714 | 1410 B) the waist and thighs of brass
2422 | 2215 C) the two iron legs
2149 | 4966 D) the feet of iron and clay
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