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2007 Interviews with 
Pastors

Conducted for the Bermuda 
Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventist Church by the Center 
for Creative Ministry

Source of Data

The pastor or first elder of each of the 
local churches was interviewed by the 
director of the Center for Creative Ministry 
using a standard questionnaire developed 
in collaboration with the Faith 
Communities Today (FACT) project.

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Adventist Churches in Bermuda

11 congregations
Total membership of 3,834
Typical Sabbath attendance of 1,915
Average Sabbath attendance in each 
congregation is 174

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Churches Planted ...
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Size of congregation based on 
average Sabbath attendance
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Source: Interviews with Pastors
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Average Participation

263

88

905

Regularly attending
adults

Regulary attending
children & teens

Total involved in any
way

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Change in the Number of Regularly 
Attending Adults over Last 5 Years

Five declined

Three no 
change Four 

increased

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Location of Churches

Commercial 
area
18%

Mixed use 
area
18%

Residential 
area
64%

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Congregational Demographics

Women

Married

Life-long SDAs

Under 40

College grads

Over 65

Volunteers

Low-income

Recent converts

Percentage of churches with: Most (61-100%) Many (41-60%) Some (21-40%) Few (0-20%)

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Congregations by Ethnic Majority

Two 
congregations 

are Multicultural

Nine 
congregations 

with a Black 
majority

Source: Interviews with Pastors

The sermon always or often 
focuses on ...
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Social justice or
community action

Doctrine

Practical advice
for daily living

Personal spiritual
growth

Personal salvation

God's love & care
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Types of music used in worship
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Traditional
Hymns

Gospel Songs Contemporary
Christian

Classical Folk

Always or Often Use Seldom or Never Use

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Style of worship compared to the average 
Adventist church in North America

Average
46%

More 
traditional

18%

More 
contemporary

36%

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Style of worship compared to same 
church five years ago
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

How many Sabbath School classes?

One Two or three Four or more

Children Youth Adults

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Regular Church Activities

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

12-step group

Marriage enrichment

Seniors program

Pastors Bible class

Singles ministry

Family Life workshop

Small groups

Men's Ministries

Women's Ministries

Health education

Recreation

Pathfinder Club

Dorcas Society

Prayer meeting

Weekly Monthly Other

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Regular Church Activities
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Senior-citizen activities

Pastors Bible class

Small group ministries

Family life workshop

Pathfinder Club

Recreation

Womens ministries

Prayer meeting

Interfaith NAD Bermuda Adventist churches
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Evangelistic Outreach Activities
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Community Service

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Homeless shelter

Child care center

Immigrant assistance

Advocacy of social concerns

Adult literacy services

Clothing program

Voter registration

Tutoring program

Job-finding services

Family counseling

Food pantry

Street ministry (homeless)

Health screening

Individual cash assistance

Prison ministry

Health education

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Community Service
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Substance abuse program

A thrift store
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Immigrant assistance

Day care or preschool
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Health education

Cash assistance

Interfaith sample NAD Bermuda Adventist churches

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Adequacy of Church Facilities
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Condition of Church Building
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Excellent Good Needs
improvement

Serious need
of repair

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Recruiting Volunteers
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No problem
recruiting
volunteers

It is a continual
challenge

Cannot find
volunteers

Interfaith sample NAD Bermuda Adventist churches
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Age of Pastors
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In their 50s

In their 60s

Number of Pastors

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Pastoral Tenure
The average length of stay for a pastor in 
a particular church is a little over three 
years.
Two of the churches have had two pastors 
over the past ten years, for an average 
stay of about five years.
Two of the churches have had four or five 
pastors over the past ten years, for an 
average stay of two years or less.

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Local Church Paid Staff Other than the 
Pastor Provided by the Conference
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Source: Interviews with Pastors

Financial Health of the Local Church
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Bermuda Adventist churches NAD Interfaith sample

Source: Interviews with Pastors

Internal Conflict in Churches

Major 
conflict in 
last five 

years
73%

No conflict
27%

Source: Interviews with Pastors
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