pushing unnatural growth. Our aim is to
cooperate and make available spiritual
growth opportunities when and if the
proper time arrives.

Because often an old interest file that
goes back for years needs to be updated, we
spend one training session on how to
validate that old file. We have step-by-step
procedures to sift out the most likely
potential interests, and several possible
options to get them integrated into the
interest coordinator system. All these
methods of sorting and assigning priority to
names are taught in a hands-on situation in
the training program.

A most important factor of the whole
program is accountability. We have dis-
covered that both laity and pastors want to
be held accountable for something as
important as an interest. On the local
level, a simple support group is set up that
involves three or four people besides the
interest coordinator and staff. One of the
group’s functions is multidirectional
accountability, as well as afirmation. The
interest coordinator and staff are account-
able to the support group and the pastor.
The pastor, in turn, is accountable to the
interest coordinator and staff, and also to
the support group, regarding the interests
who have been turned over to him for final
preparation for church membership. This
accountability factor can be expanded to
include the Bible study teams, also.

The support group meets monthly. It
generally includes the interest coordinator
and staff, pastor, elder, and lay activities
leader. It is support for debriefing, affirma-
tion, and prayer, and can serve in an
administrative manner for the interest
coordinator staff.

In our conference program in Pennsyl-
vania there has been another level of
accountability on the developed interests,
interests that we know have had a sub-
stantial indoctrination, such as a corre-
spondence course. When such a name is
sent out to the church interest coordina-
tor, a stamped report form addressed to the
conference is clipped to it. [t is to be
mailed back after the evaluation contact is
made and some nurturing plan instituted.

The “guilt boxes” are empty in Pennsyl-
vania. The interest files of churches across
the conference are becoming effective
sources for new church members. People
are finding joy and satisfaction in working
together as a team to make sure that every
name receives is given individual atten-
tion. The interest coordinator plan is
working here in Pennsylvania! And it can
work for you, too!

A training manual incorporating most of the
details outlined in this article has been field-tested
and updated through three editions. It is now
available in finished form and could form the
foundation of a training program in church-based
training centers or in individual churches in a
conference. The cost is $4.00 per copy. Order
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witnessing they see themselves. Using the
two top responses, 49 percent of the
readers feel well prepared. Only 24 percent
of the nonreaders do—a 25 percent differ-
ence. Readers definitely feel better pre-
pared to witness than do nonreaders.
Christian activities. The survey con-
tained a series of seven yes or no questions.
On every one of these items, Ellen White
readers hold a distinct advantage over
nonreaders. To be specific, 24 percent
more had been engaged in some type of
witnessing program over the previous year,
13 percent more were holding a church
office or other service position, 15 percent
more had set a personal soul-winning goal
for the current year, 19 percent more had
been working to win non-Adventist rela-
tives, 15 percent more had been involved

in community outreach services, 19 per-
cent more had held Bible studies with a
non-Adventist during the past year, and
14 percent more had recently attended a
witnessing training program. Ellen White
readers seem definitely more likely to be
active in service and in witnessing than
nonreaders. i
Rating the local church. Several of
the questions asked for perceptions of the
local church and did not deal directly with
the attitudes or behaviors of the respon-
dents. Therefore major differences
between readers and nonreaders were not
to be expected. However, the small
differences that do exist (mostly 6 or 7
percentage points) all show the readers as
giving a more positive appraisal. For
example, 11 percent more readers than
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nonreaders have rated their churches
strongly as “my kind of people.” Readers
are not negative people. They tend to view
their churches in more positive terms than
do nonreaders.

Personal Bible study. Several ques-
tions dealt with areas of everyday Christian
living, and it is in these areas that some of
the strongest differences between readers
and nonreaders are found. For example, 82
percent of the readers usually or always
have daily personal Bible study, while only
47 percent of the nonreaders do. This is a
35 percent difference—the strongest of
any item in the study. Readers are much
more likely to be Bible students than are
nonreaders.

Prayer for souls. Here is another
strong difference. It was discovered that 81
percent of the readers usually or always
pray daily for the conversion of specific
people, compared with 51 percent of the
nonreaders—a difference of 30 percent.
Readers are more likely to bear the burden
for souls on their heart and seek the Lord
daily for their salvation.

Financial support for local soul win-
ning. The contrast continues, as 30
percent more (76 percent versus 46 per-
cent) readers than nonreaders are usually
or always involved in regular financial
support for local soul winning. Readers
tend to give more often and more gen-
erously to programs designed to reach the
lost within their own communities.

Small study groups. The small study
and fellowship group has been advocated
in the Spirit of Prophecy writings and
empirically demonstrated to aid in both
the spiritual nurture of members and the
soul-winning efforts of the congregation.
The profile shows that 40 percent of the
readers as compared with 20 percent of the
nonreaders are heavily involved in such
small group work. Readers are more likely
to participate regularly in small groups
where they study the Word, pray together,
and share their Christian experience than
are nonreaders.

Concern for the lost. On this question
90 percent of the readers indicated heavy
concern for those who have not accepted
Christ, compared with 76 percent of the
nonreaders, This difference of 14 percent
indicates that regular readers of Ellen
White’s writings are more likely to have
compassion for the lost.

Daily family worship. Daily family
worship is an important part of the life of a
Christian family. It is usually or always
held by 70 percent of the readers, but by
only 42 percent of the nonreaders—a
difference of 28 percent. There is more
likely to be daily worship in homes where
Ellen White's books are read regularly.

Witnessing in everyday activities. It
was found that 76 percent of the readers
and 48 percent of the nonreaders are
usually or always involved in witnessing in
their everyday activities—a difference of
28 percent. Readers are more likely to
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share their faith on an informal basis, as
well as in organized witnessing activitites,
than nonreaders.

Converts won. Here the survey shifted
from subjective judgments to objective
results. “How many people have you been
wholly or partially responsible for bringing
into the church in the last three years? ” 54
percent of the readers were unaware of any,
but @7 percent of the nonreaders were
nonproductive in soul winning, an
increase of 13 percent. While 15 percent of
both groups could claim one convert, 22
percent of the readers could identify two to
five people won, 3 percent of them could
count six to ten, and 6 percent could
rejoice in more than ten. The corre-
sponding figures for nonreaders were 15
percent, 2 percent, and 2 percent. Readers
actually win more souls than do
nonreaders.

Age. A look at the age groups presents a
challenge to the church. Only 5 percent of
the readers are 19 years of age or under,
compared with 17 percent of the
nonreaders. Only 30 percent of the readers
are under 36 years old, compared with 49
percent of nonreaders. The situation is
equal in the 36-50 age group, but 46
percent of the readers are older than 50,
compared with 29 percent of the
nonreaders. The challenge then is to find
ways of involving more younger members
(35 and under) in reading Ellen White’s
books.

Length of time as an Adventist. A
situation similar to that of the age factor
was found on this variable. Those who
have been in the church longer are more
likely to be readers of Ellen White’s
writings. While 68 percent of the readers
have been members more than ten years,
only 53 percent of the nonreaders have
been a part of the church for that long. On
the other end of the scale, 22 percent of
the readers have been members for fewer
than five years, while 33 percent of the
nonreaders are in this category. This
suggests that the church may be having
difficulty introducing new converts to a
regular study of Spirit of Prophecy writ-
ings. Or it may suggest that the apostasy
rate is greater among nonreaders, leaving
fewer of them around after ten years.

Conclusions. Seldom does a research
study find the evidence so heavily
weighted toward one conclusion. In the
church growth survey, on every single item
that deals with personal attitudes or
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