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On Looking a Gift Horse
in the Mouth

llJoutd you build your enrire
U U math curriculum around

an abacus because someone do-
nated one (or more)? Would you
buy a 48-star f lag for your flagpole
because it would save the school
money? Would you vote to install
manual typewriters for typing class
because the schools in the con-
ference could get a group main-
tenance plan that would reduce
everyone's overall repair costs?

Computer purchase decisions
are made every year based on even
less logic.

With h igh-pressure salesmen
pitching high volume disk and core
memory, true 16- and 32-bit micro-
computers, l iquid crystal screens
and buffered printers, it 's no won-
der that f inal decisions are being
made on cost, color, and group
compatibil i ty.

What choices are being made in
other school systems? Apple has
taken 46.8 percent of the market so
far this year, according to Quality
Education Data, Inc., a Denver-
based market-research firm. Radio
Shack came in second with 21.7
percent. Commodore was next
with 10.3 percent, followed by
IBM with 6.9 percent, Atari with
5. I percent, Texas Instruments
with 4.3 percent, and Franklin
with 3 percent.

The average number of micro-

computers per school rose from 4
to 8.3, and the number of students
per microcomputer was reduced
from 170 to 83.

However, none of these statistics
tells you why others bought a par-
ticular model or how you can
determine what's best for your
situation.

Beyond the standard advice of
dealing with a company that wil l
sti l l  be around three years from
now, a few observations might be
in order .

l .  Computers do only what
software programs tell them to do.
The most technically advanced sys-
tem is but a paperweight (albeit an
expensive one) if you don't have
the software to make it do the
things you want it to do.

2. One of Murphy's Laws states
that "The maximum completion
status for any software program
under development is 97 percent."
If you interpret that t0 mean that
the program may never be fin-
ished, you and Murphy are in
agreement on that point. This cau-
tion also applies to due dates for
software advertised by manufac-
turers. Some software vendors use
speculative ads: "If we get more
than a hundred orders. we'l l write
the program."

3. Programming may look easy,
but it isn't. Although that silver-
tongued salesman tells you you can
program the system yourself, he
does not mention how much time
you wil l have to spend with an in-
comprehensible computer manual
to become oriented to the language
and the machine so you can pro-

gram the specific applications you
need.

Therefore, when you shop for a
computer, y'rsl choose existing,
demonstrable, easy-to-use soft-
ware packages that fulf i l l  your
needs. Then find out which sys-
tems they run on (this should nar-
row the field considerably).

This doesn't mean that you can't
create your own software. but
don't expect the success of com-
puters in your classrooms to hinge
on software that is not yet in exis-
tence or that you plan to write or
have written for your system.

Once you have selected the com-
puter with software to meet your
needs, if you have the abil ity, in-
clination, and time, by all means
(and it might take all means) write
on! However, too many schools
ge t  s tuck  w i t h  one -o f -a -k ind
systems or outdated computers
because of well-meaning donors
or glib salesmen. Schools that
thought it would be hard to ac-
quire their f irst system will f ind it
even harder to acquire their second
to replace the first one thgy had to
junk .

So, what do you do if Rube
Goldberg offers you his bench
model? See if you can sell i t and
invest the proceeds in a computer
that wil l do what you want it to do
now.

If the school board is pushing
for a particular model primarily
because they think it is a bargain,
use your Carnegie communicative
skil ls to direct the discussion to
goals that can be met with existing
software.

Forty-eight-star f lags do have a
historical value, as does the gigan-
tic ENIAC computer-but they
have no place in contemporary
schools.-Dave Ruskjer. I

The author is publisher of The Journal of
the AMCA (Advenrist Microcomputir
Concepts and Applicationsl.
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Wants Reprint
I  real ly appreciate the facts found

in the art icle "Making the Grade"
by Sheila Moore (October-November,
1984, issue) which I would l ike to keep
in my f i les. I  am the mother of two
boys. I  plan to fol low Ellen White's
counsel and not enter them in school at
the tradit ional age of f ive and six. I t  is
very encouraging to f ind facts in the
field of education and chi ld develop-
ment that support this unpopular view.

May I have a reprint of the art icle?

Cathy Law
Coos Bay, Oregon

. Note: Readers wishing reprints of
articles in the JouRNAt may obtain
them by sending, len cenls a page plus
app ropria te postage. - Eds.

No Coincidence
To me it  is not a matter of coinci-

dence that your f ine editorial in the
October-November, 1984, issue of the
J o u R N a t .  h a d  a s  i t s  c a p t i o n  " l n

Focus" and dealt quite interestingly
with the word disorientation. I find
that you did not specif ical ly restr ict i t
only to that which is taking place in the
vocational l ives of many Christ ians.

It  appears to me that we are facing in
our spir i tual l ives a type of disorien-
tat ion which has i ts impact on the way
we relate to the structure of the church.

Again, accept my commendation for
a very well  art iculated editorial,  and
may God bless you.

A. T. Westney
Associate Director
Depar tment  o f  Educat ion
Columbia Union Conference

of  SDA
Columbia, Maryland

SLA Staff Responds
Ron Knot t ' s  a r t i c le  "Turn ing  a

School Around" (October-November,
1984, JounNar-),  described how one
school faced and successfully over-
came the problems of a declining

A Column of Reader Opinion

enrol lment, r ising inf lat ion, and in-
creased cost of l iv ing, coupled with the
challenge to maintain academic excel-
lence.

While we appreciate the opportunity
to share our solut ion to a common
problem, Mr. Knott fai led to report
with any degree of accuracy many of
the facts relevant to the crisis and i ts
resolut ion. So that the reader might
better understand how this "turning

around" was accomplished, the fac-
ulty and staff of South Lancaster
Academy felt  a response was nec-
essary.

o The consti tuency expressed confi-
dence and support for the abi l i ty of
the school and board management to
resolve the f inancial sl ide. I t  is impor-
tant to real ize that three of the f ive
consti tuent churches were concurrently
invo lved in  s t renuous bu i ld ing  pro jec ts
requir ing f inancial commitments of
immense propor t ions .  Due to  th is ,
accounts receivable at the academy and
e lemenlary  schoo l  were  moun l ing .

r The "elaborate elect ive system"
was merely an enumeration of the con-
tent of the tradit ional courses offered
to create interest and variety. Instead
of  a  b lanket  course  t i t le ,  i .e . ,  Eng l ish
IV, each quarter 's offering was l isted
separately: Creative Writ ing, Ethnic
L i te ra tu re ,  Women in  L i te ra tu re ,
B ib l i ca l  L i te ra tu re .  E igh t  d i f fe ren t
courses may have been l isted in in-
dustr ial arts, but they certainly were
not taught at the same t ime.

o The student-teacher rat io obvi-
ously could vary due to student interest
or need. However, the f inal result was
well  within the denominational code
requirement. This approach to mod-
ular scheduling has not changed signif-
icantly today. I t  does not requlre an
"exceptional ly large staff." Of the 53
courses taught that year, some were
offered as nine-week courses, some as
semester courses. Of the 13 academy
teachers, only seven were ful l  t ime.

r Financial restructuring to reduce
nine ful l- t ime equivalents in both the
academy and elementary school re-

sulted from the replacement of several
f  u l l - t i m e  p e r s o n n e l  b y  p a r t - t i m e
employees or ret ired volunteers; el im-
ination of one principal by using only a
single administrator for K-12; having
janitorial service done by students; and
assigning addit ional duties to teachers,
such as those formerly cared for by a
l ibrarian and teacher aides. No reduc-
t ions were made in the academy teach-
ing staff,  although adjustments were
made in individual teacher loads.

Paul Kryger
John M.  Knowles
Edelweiss Onfray
En id  C.  Schmid t
Alfred Aastrup, Principal
F .  Moses

Staff Members
South Lancaster Academy
South Lancaster, Mass.

The author responds: I t  is unfortu-
nate that the principal and,.some staff
members at South Lancaster Academy
find my recent art icle so unsatisfac-
to ry .

In the interest of fairness, i t  is
necessary to point out that I  submitted
the art icle to a number of people more
than a year before i ts publ icat ion.
These included the school board chair-
man, the union director of education,
the col lege church pastor, two board
members, and Mr. Aastrup, the acad-
emy principal.  I  specif ical ly asked to be
made aware of any errors in fact or
mis representa t ion  o f  events  o r  op in -
ions. I  received no response from Mr.
Aastrup and am puzzled that he should
raise some concerns at this t ime.-
Ronald Knott.

Editor's Note: Some weeks before
the article was printed, all of the per-

sons quoted, including the ocademY
principol, received photocopies of the
materiol from our office and were
asked to respond to the facts related
therein. Mr. Aastrup did not comment
on any of the assertions of the article at
that time. tr
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WHAT CHILDREN NEED

Drescher, John M. Se,-en Things Children Need.
Scottsdale, Penna.: Herald Press, 1976. 152 pages,
$2.95.

In these days of increasing diff iculty with child
raising, this book offers a short, concise. and well-
documented discussion of the most basic needs of
children. The author places these needs in seven
categories-significance, security, acceptance, love,
praise, discipline, and God.

Although this book is basically written for parents,
the sharing role of teachers in meeting the needs of
young people makes it paramount that they also be
aware of children's needs and ways to meet them.

The child is seen as part of a total picture-part of
a family and all humanity. He or she is seen as having
individual needs, aims, and desires that are not to be
subjugated to or elevated above those of others, but
are to fit harmoniously within the context of his or
her time and place in l ife.

The format of the book-relatively short chapters
sprinkled with appropriate anecdotal material, fol-
lowed by introspective questions for the parent and
then discussion material-makes it very useful for
meetings with parent groups. The book is informa-
tive, precise, and a pleasure to read.

The appendix provides a chart for understanding
age growth patterns from ages five through 18. This
chart is divided into physical, spiritual, social, and
sexual areas. The appendix also includes a quiz to
determine how permissive the reader, as an adult, is
in  the t ra in ing of  ch i ldren.

I see this book as presenting ideas that take 60
minutes to read, a l ifetime to practice, and an eter-
nity in which to reap the benefits.-shirley Good-
r idee.

The author teaches th i rd and Iourth grade ar  Kai lua Mission
School ,  Kai lua.  Hawai i .

BOOSTING YOUR MEMORY

Finkel, Robert W. The Brainbooster: your Guide
t9 Rapid Leorning and Remembeing. Englewood
Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice.Hall, 19g3. l9g pages.
Paper, $6.95.
ln Brqinboosler, Finkel does, as his subtitle indi-

cates, emphasize learning rather than merely offering
a few superficial memory gimmicks. He has crammed
a great deal of useful information, with a solid basis
in learning theory, into a nonthreatening paperback
well-suited to college students, forgetful adults, and

even advanced high school seniors. Since most of the
techniques presented are uncomplicated, teachers
could certainly explain them to much younger stu-
dents, although the vocabulary level of the book
makes it unlikely that many younger pupils wil l be
comfortable reading it on their own.

The major strategies presented are visualization,
organization, and association, with numerous and
varied applications of each. For example, Finkel
explains how to l ink a chain of images for learning
lists or vocabulary, how to telescope compiex equa-
tions into manageable units, and how to follow a
procedure for turning word problems into symbols.
He reviews the time-honored use of association for
learning names and also introduces mapping as a
means of improving reading comprehension and
recall.

Other specific applications include remembering
numbers, foreign languages, chemistry structures,
and equations; writ ing, speech making, l istening, and
viewing. The book also has a useful chapter on using
the major techniques to teach.

The author provides frequent dri l ls for each learn-
ing technique. These dril ls, together with the clear,
uncomplicated explanation of memorization strat-
egies, are two reasons this book rates high marks.

Although some of the strategies may be familiar to
readers, so many applications are given that there
will be something new here for everyone. There is a
great deal for students at all levels, who are rarely
taught how to learn, while teachers wil l f ind it an
excellent source of learning strategies to share with
thei r  s tudents. -Carolyn and Gai l  Kujawa.

C-"fyn f r r lawa is thc di rector  of  the Counsel ing and Learning
Center,  Columbia Unron Col lege,  Takoma Park,  Maryland.  Gai l
Kujawa is a systems analyst  for  the Department of  Defense,  U.S.
Cove rnmen t .

GROW'ING TOGETH'ER

Linda Hunt, Marianne Frase, and Doris Liebert,
Celebrate the Seasons. Scottsdale, Pennsylvania:
Herald Press, 1983. 168 pages. Paper, $6.95.

Celebrate the Seasons is a "growing together" gar-
dening book guaranteed to acquaint any prospective
green thumb, child or adult, with the magic of gar-
dening.

The major section deals with the where, what,
when, and how to plant and care for gardens. Simple
recipes provide ways to use the produce. Flowers and
other garden products can be used in making gifts,
with directions given for such items as flower pres-
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ents, Christmas tree trimming, and potato print

wrap.
This book appears to be hand-printed and has

tasteful childlike crayon and water-color i l lustra-
t ions.

With its creative \deas. Celebrate the Seasor?s is a
perfect way to introduce a child to the delights of
gardening.-Blossom Engen.

Blossom Engen taught e lementary school  for  a number of  years,

and recent ly  served as assistant  edi tor  of  the pr imary levels of  the
SDA Reading Textbook Ser ies.  She and her students had many
"growing together"  projects

COMPUTERS IN CLASSROOMS

Jack A. Chambers and Jerry W. Sprecher, Computer-
Assisted Instruction, Its Use in the Clsssroom.
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, Inc.,

1983.232 pages. Paper, $12.95.

Computer-Assisted Instruction is a handbook
addressed to both teachers and administrators at all
levels of experience. Those with l itt le understanding
of computers wil l appreciate the historical informa-
tion regarding the microcomputer-based CAI field
and experimental developments. The glossary and
nontechnical explanations describe basic computer
hardware, software, and minimum computer lab
requirements. Experienced computer users and
others with advanced understanding wil l benefit
from the sections that suggest strategies for optimal
implementation and evaluation of computer usage in

school settings.
Mechanics of setting up systems in various educa-

tional situations, integrating CAI into the cur-
riculum, and recommendations regarding availabil ity
of equipment to students and faculty are covered
quite extensively. The book includes comparisons of
features for the most popular microcomputers and
guidelines for purchasing software.

Chapters highlighting theories of learning, instruc-
tional strategies, and artif icial intell igence provide a
background for courseware design and development.
The most helpful features are the forms for CAI

Conceptual Design and Detailed Coursework Design,
which can be reproduced in a fi l l- in-the-blanks for-
mat, thus facil i tating creation of original software
that meets specific learning objectives in an excep-
tionally organized manner.

Administrators wil l particularly appreciate Part 4,
which predicts CAI impact on traditional education
in the future and provides resource l istings of soft-
ware sources and organizations. The book stresses

needs assessment and evaluation to ensure maximum

efficiency. It is not an anecdotal book of experiences,
nor is it designed to be a complete reference for

developing original programs. A l ist of books and
journals to fi l l  those needs is given in the "Reading"

section.
Overall. I feel administrators wil l f ind that this

book saves time, improves faculty knowledge, en-
courages team participation, and presents an orga-
nized approach to integrating microcomputers into

education.-Chris Tucker.

The author is  president  of  Creat ive Data,  Inc. ,  a Col legedale,
Tennessee, firm that specializes in software for educational appli-
cat ions.

ART APPRECIATION FOR CHILDREN

Wolf, Aline D, Mommy, It's a Renor. Altoona,

Penna.: Parent Child Press, 1984. 96 pages. Paper,

$10.95.

If you feel inadequate about dealing with fine arts

or communicating a love for and understanding of it

to your elementary students, here is an excellent aid

to help you remedy the problem.

Beginning with a foreword and preface that pre-

sent valid reasons for such a book on inculcating art

appreciation, the author (who is an art professional

herself) proceeds to outl ine an excellent and
workable plan that begins with preschoolers.

The book is divided into three parts: Part I,

entit led "Art and Young Children," includes such

subheadings as "How Young Children Learn,"
"Cultivating Taste," and "Displaying Art Prints."
Part l l  sets up the eight steps for using art postcards,

such as collecting, mounting, storing, and arranging

them in sets if you do not order the ready-made ones

available from the publishers, whose address is l isted

in the book.
The eight steps begin with simple matching of iden-

tical paintings, then increase in diff iculty to pairing

two, then four paintings by the same artist. Activit ies

for older children include a study of such different

schools of art as Dutch, French Impressionism, Ab-

stract Painting, et cetera. Step 8 introduces "Time

Lines of  Ar t . "
Each step has detailed instructions for the prepara-

tion and use of the cards, including three levels of

diff iculty-Easiest, Intermediate, and Advanced. In

addition, many other uses for the packets of post-

cards are suggested. This would be an excellent activ-

ity for a classroom learning center.
Part III, a convenient reference section, includes a

(To page 36)
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Coming Events
FEBRUARY. JULY. 1985

Association of American Colleges
(Washington,  D.C.)

NAD Science-Health Steering Committee
(Loma Linda, California)

Christian Home Week
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education

(Denver, Colorado)
American Association of School Administrators

(Dallas, Texas)
Association of SDA Higher Education Administrators

(Andrews University, Berrien Springs, Michigan)
Adventist Youth Week
American Association for Higher Education

(Chicago, I l l inois)
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development

(Chicago, I l l inois)
National Association of Elementary School principals

(Denver, Colorado)
G.C.  Spr ing Meet ing

(Washington,  D.C.)
American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions

Officers (Cincinnati, Ohio)
Reading,/Science In-Service Meeting

(Washington,  D.C.)
Educational Day-Elementary School Offering
NAD Cur r i cu lum Commi t ree

(Washington,  D.C.)
International Reading Association Convention

(New Orleans, Louisiana)
NAD Commission on Secondary Education
NAD Certif ication Study Committee

(Washington,  D.C.)
Reading/Science In-Service Meeting

(Memphis, Tennessee)
Reading/Science In-Service Meeting

(Thousand Oaks, California)
Reading/Science In-Service Meeting

(Toronto, Ontario, Canada)
General Conference Session

(New Orleans, Louisiana)
Bible Materials-Grades 7-8 Workshop

(Loma Linda University, La Sierra, California)
Association of SDA Librarians Conference

(Berrien Springs, Michigan)
NADCC Computer Education Workshop

(Portland, Oregon)

February 10-13

February 13.19

February l6-23
February 27-March2

March 8-l I

March 15.17

March 16-23
March 17.20

March 23-26

March 30.Apri l3

Apri l3-4

April l4-19

Apri l  l5-18

April2T
May 5-9

May 5-9

May l3-15
May 13-15

N4ay 20-23

May 27.30

June 10-13

June 27.July 6

July 8-August 2

July 9.13

July 10.31
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ask of  them and g iven support ive
conditions, they can produce far
beyond what  might  be expected, '
she said."-Educqtion IJ.S.A.,
November 7,  1983.  Repr inted by
p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  E d u c a t i o n
IJ.S.A.  Copyr ight  1983,  Nat ional
School  Publ ic  Relat ions Associ -
at ion.

Good Ideas

. "Go! a spare room in your
school? . Here's an idea that
becarne an instant sr/ccess in Tctft
Elementary School in the Wyo-
ming (Mich.) Public Schools. . . .

" l t 's  ca l led The Parent  Room,
and i t  was created wi th the knowl-
edge that  where parents become in-
volved in a chi ld 's  educat ion,  the
child becomes more successful in
school .  I t  serves as a resource
center  for  parents both of  publ ic
and pr ivate school  s tudents who
want :

Books and pamphlcts about ra is ing
ch  i l d  r en .

Books  t o  t akc  home  to  r ead  t o  t he i r
ch i l d ren .

Ciarnes they can mi ikc to p lay at  home
w i th  t hc i r  ch i l d ren .

Mater ia ls to take home for  their  chi ldren
to pract ice ski l ls  not  mastcred in school .

Videotapes to v icu on topics such as
dca th ,  d i r o rec ,  ehea t i ng .  l y i ng ,  c t e .

Rccipes and in l 'ormat ion about nutr i t ious
food and t rcats.

A placc to meet and ta lk rv i th othcr
parents.

"The Parent  Room is  open
every day f rom 8:30 to 3:15-
less 45 minutes for lunch-and
evenings by appointment . "  - l l

Starts in the Classroorr, Decem-
b e r , 1 9 8 1 .  R e p r i n t e d  b y  p e r -
miss ion.

o Fingerprinting children. "It's

something people don't l ike to
th ink about ,  but  i t  happens.  Chi l -
dren do d isappear.  And to help
f ind miss ing chi ldren,  the Quaker-
t own  (Pa . )  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  spon -
sored a program of  f ingerpr int ing
i ts  e lementary school  pupi ls .  The
program, suggested by the teachers
associat ion,  is  vo luntary.  State
pol ice do the f ingerpr int ing wi th-
out  charge,  and the f ingerpr ints
become the parents' property."-
Ibid., May, 1983.

. Courtesy cards. "As a means
of  boost ing pr ide,  a 'Cougar Cour-
tesy Card '  system was launched at
Cascade Elementary School ,  Ken-
newick,  Wash.  Every chi ld  is
issued a card to take home wi th the
instruct ion to do a favor  for  the
fami ly  or  for  a f r iend.  I t  has to be
a job for which lftey do not get
paid. The card is mailed back to
the school  by the rec ip ient  of  the
favor ,  and is  p laced in the Cour-
tesy Card box.  A pr imary and
intermediate card is  drawn once
each month at  the Ci t izen of  the
Week Assembly.  The two students

are then treated to lunch
princrpal." - Ibid.

by the
n

Ul'lGtE SAM AND YOUR
scH00r

By Gary M. Ross

Tn .  
"D ids "  and  "D idn ' t s "  o f

I  the 98th U.S.  Congress ses-
sion on Capitol Hil l may now be
history, but they wil l have a sig-
nificant effect on administrators,
teachers,  and studenls.

Congress approYed:

o A budget for the Department
of  Educat ion;

o One bil l ion dollars over two
years to improve mathematics and
sc ience  educa t i on  i n  pub l i c
schools;

.  Voluntary re l ig ious meet ings
in public schools under very nar-
rowly drawn circumstances;

o Federal aid to vocational edu-
cation, with incentives for pro-
viding improved access to groups
poorly served in the past;

o A national summit meetins on
school improvement;

The author is  Associate Director  of  the
Publ ic  Af fa i rs and Rel ig ious Liberty De-
partment of  the General  Conference of
SDA. and serves as the church's l ia ison
with the U.S. Congress.

Between the Book Ends
(Continued from page 32)

shopping l ist and how-to instructions for making
your own card sets. A fairly complete section follows
on "Schools of Art in History" for those who feel
shaky in this area, including drawings of typical
paintings from various schools or periods.

Together with a l ist of suggested art books for
children, the book concludes with a useful index of
painters that includes a pronunciation guide, dates of
birth and death, country or school. This aid wil l help
alleviate any l ingering feelings of insecurity teachers

might feel about starting an art appreciation course
for children.

The ready-made postcards for each step cost $6.00
for  a set  of  12;  $12.00 for  24.  I t  is  not  necessary to
buy all sets at once. It would be less expensive to
make up your own, but this would l imit you to those
postcards you could obtain locally or as you visit art
museums.

Mommy, It 's a Renoir is an exciting book-the best
I 've seen yet on this topic.-Lucil le Mathewson. tr

The author teaches ar t  at  Sl igo Advent ist  School ,  Takoma Park,
Marvland.
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