
Few Secondary Students Meet
Standards of Excellence
Commission

"Public high schools Iin the
U.S.J ofJ'er more bsstc courses
than thelt did in 1972, but only 1.8
percent of I9B2 high-school gradu-
cttes met the curriculunt standards
set by the Nutional Commission on
Exe'e I le nc'e i n Ed uca t i o n, acco rd i n g
lo a new longitudinal study pre-
pared for the National Center for
Educat ion Stat is t ics.

"Thc  e rce l l ence  commiss ion  rec -
ommended in 'A Nat ion at  Risk '
that  a l l  s tudents be requi red to takc
three ycars of  sc ience,  thrce years
of  mathemat ics,  four  years of  En-
gl ish,  threc years o l '  soc ia l  s tudies
and  one -ha l l  yca r  o f  con tpu te r  sc i -
ence;  co l lege-bound students,  i t
noted,  should a lso take two ycars
of  a fore ign language.

"But  the data suggesl  that  'very

fcw'  h igh-school  s tudents takc
more than onc year  of  e i ther  math-
ema t i cs  o r  sc ience  cou rses . 'En -
gl ish and socia l  s tudies rvere the
t \ \ o  a reas  r vhe re  t he  r cq t r i r cmen ts
werc most  f requent ly  sat is f ied, '  the
report  says.

" 'The  b ig  d i f f e rence '  i n  cou rse
of fer ings and enrol lments between
l9 l l - 12  and  1981 -82  i s  t he  emer -
gence of  computer-sc ience courses.
.  .  .  The  su rvey  says  tha t  i n  l 98 l -
82,  6 l  percent  of  s tudents at tended
schools lhat  o l ' l 'c red compuler  sc i -
ence courscs,  but  only  about  3 per-
cent  o l ' the tota l  populat ion took a
computer-sc ience course .  In  1972-
73,  computer-sc ience courses were
not  even l is ted on the survey." -
Educal ion Week,  vo l .  lV,  No.  18.
January 23,  1985.  Used by permis-
s ion .

Less-Specific Skills
Urged for Voc Ed Students

"Skil ls such os communication
ond anolysis ore just as important

for vocational education students
as specific job training, partici-

ponts in a nstional canference on
voc ed and training policy said
[recentlyJ.

"Because it is inefficient and
expensive to s tar t  new t ra in ing pro-
grams 'everytime change occurs,'
students would be better off with
skil ls that prepare them to deal
with change, said Vernon Brous-
sard of the U. of Southern Cal-
ifornia. Business and industry
representatives echoed the call."
-Education U.S.A., March 26,
1984.  Repr inted by permiss ion
from Educ'qtion U.S.A. Copyright
1984,  Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Rela-
t ions Associat ion.

Pupils Spend 5.4 flours Per Week
on Homework

" [ 'or  the. / i rs t  t in te,  the L/ .5.
Bureau oJ' the Census hos provided
in.[orrnution on the hotnewrtrk
hctbits o.f' Attrerican publit.- and
p ri v u te-st' hr.to I c h i I d re n.

"According to a survey con-
dLrctcd in  Octobcr  1983,  the wcckly
med ian  amoun t  o f  t ime  tha t  c l e -
mentary-  and h igh-school  s tudcnts
reported spending on homework
was  5 .4  hou rs .

"Gir ls  gencral ly  s tudied more at
home than boys,  pr ivate-school
students morc than publ ic-school
s tuden ts ,  and  b lack  and  H ispan i c
elementary-school  s tudents more
than  wh i te  s tuden ts ,  t he  census
bureau noted.

" H i g h - s c h o o l  s r u d e n t s ,  t h e
bureau said,  s tudied a median of
6.9 hours per  wcek-ranging f rom
6.5 hours for  publ ic-school  s tu-
dents to 14.2 hours for  pr ivate-
school  s tudents.  The repor t  noted
that  the d i f ference is  largely at t r ib-
utable to the col lege-preparatory
o r i e n t a t i o n  o l  m a n y  p r i v a t e
schools and the more d iverse
nature of  publ ic  schools.  .  .  .

"Seventy-two percent of all ele-
mentary-school students received
adult help with their homework,
compared with 33 percent of all

high-school students, the bureau
reported. "- Educqtion Week, vol.
IV,  No.  14,  December 5,  1984.
Used by permiss ion.

Need to Improve Teacher Status,
Pay, Study Asserts

"A report by the Rand Corp.
warned that education reform
efforls under woy in many slates
will fail as the 'leqst acudefttically
ctble' bec'onre teachers, unless far
rttore is done to increase lhe pro-
.fession's status and puy.

" T h e  l 9 - p a g e  s t u d y , ' B e y o n d
the Commission Reports :  The
Coming Cr is is  in  Teaching, '  sa id
the nat ion laces severe teacher
sho r tagcs  by  1988  un less  expens i ve
steps arc takcn to 'professional ize '

teaching.  I t  recommended teacher
salaries ol $20,000 to $50,000 a
year.

"Teachers '  sa lar ies decl incd l5
pe rccn t  be tween  l 97 l  and  1981 ,
the repor t  sa id.  'The best  teachers
are lcaving the system for  bet ter
wages and work ing condi t ions, '
one  au tho r  o f  t he  s tudy  warned . "
-From EDPRESS News,  Decem-
be r ,  1984 .

Shared Goals Found Hallmark of
Exemplary Private Schools

"The princ'ipctl char(tcteristic
('ornnlon to the 60 privale schools
recognized us exemplary by the
U.S. Educution Department last
sumnter was the shuring oJ' goals
anong qdministrqlors, teachers
und students, the Count.il for
Anreric'an Private Educ'ation re-
ports.

"The pr ivate schools recognized
a l so  had  i n  common  a  commi tmen t
to guide the moral  development
of  each student ,  to  t ra in s tudents
to th ink independent ly ,  and to
develop their staff rnembers, ac-
cording to a report issued by the
counci l  [ in  November. ]  .  .  .

"The development of intellect
and character  are the two pr imary
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goals of the exemplary private
schools,  according to the CAPE
study.  'The common theme found
in thei r  s tatements is  thei r  deter-
minat ion to address the needs of
t he  who le  ch i l d :  i n te l l ec tua l ,
moral ,  sp i r i tua l ,  physical ,  esthet ic ,
and cul tura l , '  the repor t  s tates.

"The analys is  of  the schools '
character is t ics a lso revealed 'a

marked consonance between each
school 's  s tated phi losophy and the
real i ty  of  i ts  day- to-day funct ion-
i n g . '

" ln  general ,  the schools make a
point  of  enro l l ing an academical ly ,
e conomical ly ,  and intc l lectual ly
d iverse student  populat ion,  thc
analys is  found.  But  whi le  thc
schools prov ide a curr icu lurn for
that  populat ion,  they do not  adjust
'character-development '  goals.

" ' A l l  s t u d c n t s  a r e  e n c o u r -
agcd to develop independencc of
t hough t ,  c r i t i ca l  t h i nk ing ,  sc l f -
r cspec t .  sc l l - d i sc ip l i ne .  scns i t i v i t y
to others,  and a heal thy respcct  for
indiv idual  d i f ferences, '  according
to  t he  repo r t .

"Al l  o f  the pr ivate schools hon-
ored,  evcn those wi th the smal lest
resources,  prov ide inserv icc pro-
grams throughout  the year  for
thei r  s ta l ' l '  mcmbers,  the study
found.

"Two-th i rds of  the schools pro-
v ide some f inancia l  ass is tance f 'or
outs ide study and workshops.

"About  one- th i rd of  the schools
recognize excel lence by provid ing
mer i t  pay,  grants,  long- term con-
t racts,  or  master- teacher s tatus,
and the schools that  prov ided such
incent ives repor ted a low staf f -
turnover  rate.

"The CAPE analys is  of  the er-
emplary schools a lso found that :

.  "Al l  o f  the schools of fer  f i -
nancia l  a id to needy students;  20 of
the schools allot more than l0 per-
cent  of  thei r  annual  budgets to
such a id.

o "Eighteen of the schools have

a minority enrollment of more
t h o n  ) A  h a r ^ a n r

H ! '  ! ! r r L .

r "About 50 percent of the
schools are in urban areas; 37 per-
cent  are in  suburban areas;  and 13
percent are in rural areas.

o "More than one-th i rd of  the
schools have an enrollment of
fewer than 500 students." -Edu-
c(tt ion Week, vol. IV, No. 14,
December 5,  1984.  Used by per-
m iss ion .

School/Community Partnerships-
Hope for the Future

" 
[The recentJ proliferation of

school/community partnerships
. . . can involve all segmenls oJ the
community, Jrom business to re-
tired senior citizens. They can
br ing new resources in to the
schools-both financial and hu-
man-and they can bui ld  support
in  the communi ty  that  wi l l  be
ref lected at  budget  t ime.  .  .  . "

Here are some ways schools and
thei r  communi t ies can cooperate
lor  success:

. "Forn a cornmunity/school
advisory committee to get support

for your sc'hools.
o "Keep lines of (ommuni(a'

lion open by setting up u key com-
municat0r system. Ask business
leaders to be l ia isons between the
schools and communi ty .  Put  com-
municators on mai l  and phone
l is ts .  Let  them help wi th rumor
contro l .

. " Invite businesspeople into
schools as volunteers, teachers,
erc. Establish an Adopt-a-School
or Adopt-a-Class project. . . .

o "Have u senior citizens day or
community helper day. Give senior
citizens a golden psss to school
events. Invite them to become vol-
unteers.

t "Form an alumni associa-
tion. Invite members back to
school to share their careers with
students.

o "Hqve q Tour Day for your

schools for nonparents qnd senior
cit izens. Begin the tour . . . with a
recept ion.

c "Make 
!-our school buildings

ava i la b le frt r c o m mu nity educq tion
progratns.

o "Provide q speokers bureau
-school errrployees who can talk
to civic' groups about the good
things happening in your schools.
Include speakers from the commu-
ni ty  who are wi l l ing to speak to
students on var ious subjects or  to
teachers on professional develop-
men l .

c "Develop a districtwide theme
or slogan Io promote pride and
spirit.

. "Cqter lo the needs of special
grlups such as single parents or
adults who want a new job. Offer
specialized adult education classes
just  for  them.

. "Sponsor a clean-up dsy,
when students help clean up parks
and other public areas, help senior
<'itizens and pick up trash in locel
neighborhoods."-lt Stqrts in the
Classrlom, September, 1984. Re-
printed by permission from Il
Stqrts in the Classroon. Copyright
1984,  Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Rela-
t ions Associat ion.

Effect of College Requirements
on High School Academics
Said Slight

"The recent tightening of admis-
sion standards by mony state sys-
tems of higher education is likely
to have little influence on the
academic stqndards in the high
schools, educators meeting fin
Racine, WisconsinJ were told.

" 'The changes at  our  f lagship
state universit ies all involve only
jiggling with benchmarks,' Clif-
ford Adelman, an official at the
National Institute of Education.
told a group of about 40 leaders
from higher and precollegiate edu-
cation gathered . . . to discuss the
school-col leee connect ion.
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' { 'There is a huge difference
between requirements and stan-
dards, and it has been all but
ignored in the current debate,' said
Mrs. Adelman, who spoke at the
conference as a private citizen.

"Several speakers declared that
requirements for better grades or
more courses wil l not do as much
to contribute to higher academic
standards as a clear. detailed out-
line of the skills and knowledge
that should be expected of college
applicants.

"'The number of courses stu-
dents have taken is far less im-
portant than the content of the
courses and whether the students
have mastered it, '  said Michael

O'Keefe, president of the Con-
sortium for the Advancement of
Private Higher Education. 'Un-

fortunately, college admissions
requirements place little emphasis
on the content of the high-school
course. ln fact, 50 percent of the
col leges in  the country requi re no
more than a high-school diploma
and a minimum test score.'

"The absence of clear admis-
sions standards at many colleges
and universit ies, conference parti-
cipants noted, in part reflects the
lack of a national consensus on
what high-school graduates apply-
ing to college should know.

[Mr. O'Keefe stressed that col-
Ieges, as well as state and profes-

sional organizations, must decide
what skills to expect of college
entrants.l

"One way to communicate such
a common core of knowledge to
students and the schools, [the
conference participants agreed,l is
for colleges and universities to
require achievement tests that mea-
sure students' attainment in the
skil ls and subjects identif ied as
important. . . .

"Mr. O'Keefe, who participated
in the study of American high
schools by the Carnegie Foun-
dation for the Advancement of
Teaching, proposed that colleges
that now require aptitude tests

[such as the S.A.T.  and the

All of the continuing educa-
tion materials offered in TsE
JounNer op AlvnNrrsr Epucn-
ttoN between 1978 and 1984 are
sti l l  available to teachers for
recertif ication credit. Listed
below are the subjects and how
many sections are involved in
each. Six and one-fourth con-
tact hours or 0.25 Professional
Activity Credits* may be earned
by successfu l ly  complet ing a test
covering each of the articles. It
is not necessary to study both
parts  of  an ar t ic le  to receive
credi t .

. An Introduction to the
Teaching Principles of Jesus by
Reuben L. Hilde (Parts I and II)

t Individualizing Instruction,
K-12 by Benjamin E. Bandiola
(Parts I and II)

o A Practical Approach to
Career Education by E. J.
Anderson (Parts I and II)

o  I n t e g r a t i n g  L e a r n i n g ,
Fsith, and Practice by George
H. Akers and Robert D. Moon
(Parts I and II)

Continuing Education Study Materials
Still Available

o Lesrning Theories qnd the
Christian Teucher by M. D.
Hodgen (Part I) and Elisabeth
Wear (Part II)

o Tell It to the World
(Denominational history) bV C.
Mervyn Maxwell; Test and Ob-
jectives by Joe Engelkemier
(Parts I and II)

c  I  nsp  i r a  l i on  /  Reve  l a  t  i on  :
LVhat It Is snd How It Works
by Roger W. Coon (Parts  I ,  I I ,
and I I I )

c Teaching the Exceptional
Child by Marilyn G. Parker
(Part I-The Cifted Child) and
Desmond Rice (Part I l-Learn-
ing Disabil it ies)

. Light in the Shsdows: An
Overview of the Doctrine of the
Sonctuary (Part I) and Walking
in the Light: An Overview of
the Doctrine of Salvotion in
Christ (Part II) by Frank B.
Holbrook

. Light for Living-A Study
of the Seventh-doy Adventist
Heslth Message (Part I) and
Light for Living-Choosing a

Healthy Life-Style (Part II) by
Joyce W. Hopp

Teachers who desire to take
any of the courses that have
been offered may obtain the
study materials from the Joun-
Ner office for a charge of $1.25.
The price for each test has been
cut  f rom $22 to $15.

Tests should be obtained
from Loma Linda University
School of Education. Home
Study International wil l no
longe r  be  hand l i ng  t hese
materials.

To obtain the study material,
or to request additional infor-
mation, write to the following
address:

Tnr Jounx.q.r or AovrNrrsr
EoucerroN

6840 Eastern Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20012 tr

-n".*rfv, S contact hours or .5 Con-
tinuing Education Units credit were
conferred. The change has been made to
coincide with the revised certification
requirements for teachers in the North
American Division.
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A.C.T. ]  'drop thei r  use as a mea-
sure of college readiness' and sub-
stitute achievement tests. . . .

"Colleges that do not now re-
quire an aptitude-test score for
admissions should also init iate a
requirement for achievement tests,
Mr. O'Keefe said. even if the col-
lege has an open admission pol-
i c y . . . .

"Some of those attending the
. conference warned, however,
that declining numbers of college-
age students wil l make it diff icult
for many colleges to pay closer
attention to the qualif ications of
t he i r  app l i can ts .  "  -Educq t i on

Week, vol. III, No. 27 (March 28,
1984). Reprinted by permission.

Effective Classroom Management
"The 

first step toward effec-
tive clussrootn mqnagement is lo
'clearly define classroom proce-
dures and routines,' ac'cording to a
recently published research brief
called '5 Ways to Manage a Class-
room. '

"The brief is based upon re-
search supported by the National
Inst i tu te of  Educat ion and con-
ducted primarily by the Research
and Development  Center  for
Teacher Education at the Univer-
s i ty  of  Texas.

"The brief also recommends
that teachers:

r "Plan ahead. 'A teacher needs
to have a clear idea of what is to be
taught and how it is to be taught,'
the paper states.

r "Instruct students in class-
room procedures and rout ines.

r "Monitor student behavior.
o "Handle inappropr iate be-

havior promptly and consistently.
"For a copy of the brief, write

. . . Laurie Maxwell or Kay McKin-
ney at  the N. I .E. ,  1200 l9th St . ,
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20208."
-Education Week, vol. IV, No.
14,  December 5,  1984.  Used by
permission.

Dismissing Teachers Legally
"Getting rid of incompetent

teachers doesn't come easily, but
dismissqls will stand up in court
if adminislrators follow several
guidelines, Delbert Clear, associate
professor of the University of Wis-
consin-Mi lwau kee, sa id.

"Clear said courts have upheld
teacher dismissals based on poor
performance when they have been
based on reasonable assessments
by an administrator.

"He advised:
o "Performance standards must

be known ahead of t ime bv the
teachers.

o "Deficiences should be deter-
mined by first-hand observations.

o "The teacher must  be to ld of
the def ic iency and g iven sugges-
tions and 'a reasonable time' for
improvement.

o "Followups should be made to
determine if the teacher has im-
proved.

"When those steps are followed,
the courts have shown 'a wil l ing-
ness to accept administrators'
judgment,' he said. Clear advised
administrators to use research to
back up their charges. Dismissals
upheld by the courts often have
hinged on factors found by re-
searchers to be characteristic of
effective teaching, he said."-
Educqt ion U.S.A. ,  December 17,
1984.  Repr inted by permiss ion
from Educstion U.S.A. Copyright
1984, National School Public Rela-
tions Association.

Learning About Dyslexia

A free lO-page booklet Caring
About Kids-Dyslexra has been
published by the National Institute
of Mental Health, explaining the
a f f l i c t i on  and  debunk ing  m iscon -
ceptions. To obtain a copy, write
Publ ic  Inqui r ies,  NIMH, 5600
Fishers Lane,  Rockvi l le ,  MD
20857. tr

A Column of Reader Opinion

"Best Issue"

I t  may be that the December, 1984-
January ,  1985,  i ssue was one o f  your
bes t .

I  thought, too, that Charles Hirsch
was perhaps at his best when he wrote
an analysis of higher education's
luture.

Loren Dickinson
Chairman
Communications Department
Walla Walla College
Col lege P lace ,  Wash ing ton

SDA Colleges Unionized?

The guest editorial by Norman
J. Woods (December, 1984-January,
1985, issue) was t imely and expressed
an att i tude long overdue. Despite our
abhorrence of unions in the business
world, our church structure has

"unionized" our col leges and univer-
sit ies! I t  is t ime we took Dr. Woods'
view of "Strength Through Unity" to
its logical conclusion: Put down the
art i f ic ial union barriers, press together
in mutual trust, respect, and coopera-
t ion, and begin thinking about Adven-
t ist education on a truly national scale.

Edwin A. Karlow
Chairman, Department of Physics
Loma L inda Un ivers i ty
Riverside, Cali fornia

Concerned About Learning-
disabled Students

I  am deeply concerned that young
people today with learning disabi l i t ies
are mistreated. The reason for this is
that the general publ ic is not educated
about learning disabi l i t ies.

We tend to think of these people as
dumb, retarded, or just plain weird.
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