
Personal Evangelism
for Teachers

Did

Do
All I Could?

By Barbara L. Manspeaker

[ l  nr.. years ago, Eustace was a member of my
|-  Vacat ion Bib le School .  He was 13 years o ld.

Today, Eustace is dead. The question uppermost in
my mind today is: "Did I do all I could to teach him
about Christ and lead him to his Saviour in the time I
had wi th h im?"

What are you as a teacher doing to lead the young
people in your charge to a saving relationship with
Christ? The influence of the teacher upon each stu-
dent must be one of the greatest influences in child
development. Approximately 180 days every year for
about 6Vz hours a day, a young person is under the
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guidance of one or more teachers. This totals approx-
imate ly  1,170 hours each year  for  l2  or  more years.  A
mass of information is accumulated by the student
during these hours. How much of this information
will lead a young person beyond preparation for this
world to readiness for the world to come?

The teacher's influence is a major determining fac-
tor in a young person's choice for or against the
Christian l ife-style and for eternity. I would therefore
like to suggest a number of ways a teacher can influ-
ence young people for Christ.

A Positive Example

The value of your personal relationship with
the Lord, l ived out in a positive example, is para-
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mount.  Do you "pract ice what  you preach" or  do
you merely give l ip service to the ideals of the
church? Is  there a consistency to your  l i fe-sty le? This
is not to say that you must never make a mistake; ali
o f  us do.  But  when those mistakes are made,  we must
be mature enough to admit them and brave enough
to ask for forgiveness-even from our students. The
one compla int  I  hear  most  f rom our  young people is
about grownups' inconsistency. I personally feel that
these youth of ten have a val id  point .

Concern for [,very Student

The value of  your  personal  re lat ionship wi th each
chi ld  ranks only a l i t t le  lower than your  re lat ionship
wi th God.  Being honest  wi th your  s tudents when you
fail builds respect and a positive relationship. Fear to
admit  fa i lure breeds d is t rust  and contempt.  Young
people are not as easily fooled as some of us may
believe. We must sincerely love each of our stu-
dents-even the unlovable-and demonstrate a deep
desi re for  the salvat ion of  each one.  How much are
you wi l l ing to g ive of  yoursel f  that  even one young
person might be saved? Remember how much was
given for  you!

I have a l itt le game I play when I f ind myself work-
ing wi th a chi ld  who seems unlovable.  I  s t retch my
mind, eyes, and ears to find one positive thing about
that  young person,  and then I  te l l  h im or  her  what  i t
is .  I t  doesn' t  take as long to f ind a second or  th i rd
positive trait. I have yet to use this game when I
didn't obtain gratifying results both with the young
person's behavior and my own attitudes. As I focus
on the good, I lose sight of the objectionable. Some
very special moments have occurred as a result.

Choosing the Time and Place

In our work as Christian teachers, we must be sen-
sit ive to the leading of the Holy Spirit both in our
lives and in the l ives of our students. When we sin-
cerely desire to let Him use us, we wil l be impressed
with the time and place when a young person wil l be
most receptive. This necessitates continued prayer,

Whst ore you os a teocher doing
leqd the young people in your charge
to a saving relqtionship with Christ?

Bible study,  and submiss ion on our  par t .
Finally, we must recognize the needs and feelings

of  each student  we teach.  L is ten to yoursel f .  I f  you
were a student ,  would you t rust  a person who spoke
the same words and used the same tone o l  vo ice vou
consist .ent ly  use in  your  c lassroom?

In work ing wi th chi ldren,  I 'm somet imes tempted
to g ive a lengthy,  "much-deserved" lecture,  but  I
remind mysel f  o f  the fo l lowing quote:

Thosc who instruct  chi ldren should avoid tedious remarks.
Short  remarks and to the point  wi l l  have a happy inf luencc.
Too much ta lk wi l l  lead thcm to loathc cven spir i tual
instruct ion.-Counsels on Subboth St 'hool  Work,  p.  l19.

Having addressed your  personal  re lat ionship wi th
God and your  s tudents,  le t 's  now examine some con-
crete ideas you can use to lead a young person to
Chr is t .

Student Involvement

r  Involve each young person in act iv i t ies that  pro-
mote spiritual growth. The more youth are person-
ally involved in discovering for themselves Bible
t ruths and the happiness of  a Chr is t ian l i fe-sty le,  the
more susceptible they wil l become to making a per-
sonal commitment. How much more we learn from
exper ience than the counsel  or  "preaching" of
others!  A deta i led l is t  o f  "do 's  and don' t 's"  (wi th
emphasis on the "don' t 's" )  does not  produce posi -
tive effects. Present Christian l iving in a positive,
appealing way. Keep in close connection with your
local church, encouraging officers to use young peo-
ple as frequently as possible. Encourage students to
volunteer for responsibil i t ies in church and witness-
ing activit ies.

r Unconditional acceptance of the young person
(while not necessarily condoning his or her ideas) is
very important. Too long we have expected our
young people to accept without question what the
church teaches. When they are allowed to question
and discover answers for themselves, with our help
and guidance, the principles of Christianity truly
become part of their l ives. We must never exclude in
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that
q personal application

Always be sure
the Bible lesson you teach includes
and on opportunity .for a decision.

any way a chi ld  who dares to quest ion why.  Rather ,
we must seek to encourage questions in order that the
child may discover truth and embrace it on a personal
basis .

Ask for a Decision

r Always be sure that the Bible lesson you teach
includes a personal application and an opportunity
for a decision. After all, stories about l ions and
giants don' t  have much to do wi th the exper iences of
today 's  chi ld .  Whi le lhese may be exci t ing ta les,
chi ldren wonder what  such stor ies have to do wi th
thei r  problems and the decis ions they have to make.
Help your students discover for themselves what
" l ions"  and "g iants"  they are exper iencing and how,
wi th Cod's help,  they can deal  wi th them. Guide
them in f ind ing Bib le answers for  thei r  everyday
problems and needs.

Of course,  as thei r  teacher,  you must  have a l ready
found answers in  the Bib le to your  own personal
needs,  ideas you can share wi th your  s tudents.  Don' t
be afraid to share these experiences-it helps students
to know that you really do understand and care
about them. Discussing how you have found help
and guidance through God's Word reassures them
that  they can do the same.

Each Child Is Special

o Cont inual ly  emphasize the chi ldren 's  impor-
tance to God.  He has a p lan for  each of  thei r  l ives.
Each child is special and should be made to feel an
important  member of  God's fami ly .  Having t ime to
discover these unique abil it ies is important for young
people. As their teacher, be sure you recognize that
talents include more than singing and artistic abil ity.
Look for and encourage special gifts of helpfulness,
kindness, thoughtfulness, and other positive attri-
butes.

. Help the young people to continually recognize
what God has done for them and encourage them to
express gratitude for His blessings. Assemble a book
or chart entit led "God's Blessings." Each day, have

the chi ldren wr i te  in  i t  speci f ic  ways God has led,
helped,  or  impressed them. Encourage them to look
for  the commonplace as wel l  as the unusual .  This  wi l l
bu i ld  a sure knowledge that  Cod real ly  cares about  us
and what  happens in even the l i t t le  th ings of  dai ly
l i fe .  Remember to add your  own bless ings on the l is t
a long wi th thei rs .  This  wi l l  increase your  personal
spi r i tua l  growth and create a bond wi th your  s tu-
den ts .

Week of Prayer Activit ies

.  Plan for  a specia l  week of  prayer .  Two subjects
that  you might  develop are these:  "You' re Somebody
Specia l "  and "God Has a Specia l  P lan for  You."

l .  "You' re Somebody Specia l " -Begin wi th unu-
sual  or  specia l  objects of  nature and then progress to
what  makes young people specia l  or  unique.  Focus
on some par t icu lar  specia l  qual i ty  of  every chi ld  in
your  room. Sl ides or  p ic tures taken ahead of  t ime
and d isplayed the same day as a person's  specia l
qual i ty  is  ment ioned can be most  helpfu l  in  bui ld ing
sel f -esteem. Tel l  the students God has taken such
care to make every one of  us so specia l  that  we want
to show our  love and grat i tude through personal  sur-
render to Him.

2.  Use Bib l ica l  examples of  people to whom God
gave specia l  work.  Focus on the specia l  abi l i t ies you
see each indiv idual  ch i ld  developing.  Be sure to men-
t ion every student  in  the c lass-one at  a t ime.  How
can each one's  abi l i t ies be used by God? How can we
further develop the talents God has provided both
now and later in l i fe?

We seldom discuss the area of  ask ing chi ldren to
make personal decisions for Christ. However, I
believe it is important that they begin making age-
appropriate decisions as early as possible. In addition
to making choices about clothes and food, they need
to learn to make decisions for Christ and the Chris-
tian l ife. Even having to l ive with some unwise
choices is a good learning experience that prepares
young people for bigger decisions later in l i fe.
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8. Parents and children get
along well together, rarely arguing
and fighting.

9. Parents actively teach their
religious principles to their chil-
dren.

These conclusions are certainly
in harmony with the findings of
this study. Furthermore, they are
of importance to teachers for at
least two reasons. First, teachers
have the opportunity to help par-
ents learn the attitudes and be-
haviors that wil l maximize the
transmission of religious values.
The process of Christian education

Teachers have the
opportunity to help
psrents learn the

attitudes ond behaviors
thqt will maximize the

transmission of
religious volues.

cannot begin and end with children
i f  i t  is  to  accompl ish i ts  miss ion.  I t
must also include parents.

Secondly, Christian educators
also have the privilege of applying
these principles in their task of
encouraging the development of
values. Translated into the class-
room setting and employed in co-
operation with the Christian home,
there is a high possibil i ty that rhe
new generation wil l come to cher-
ish those religious beliefs that have
given such great meaning to their
parents 'and teachers '  l ives.  I
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Teacher Reaction
(Continued from page l9)

l ines take pot  shots in such a manner at
t hem.

James Cl izbe
Super intendent of  Schocls
Texas Conference of SDA
Alvarado, Texas

c The outhnr responds: "Hiding"? No
-l merely thought rha! Io none myselJ and
my loccttion would be unfair to lhe nearest
academy, though I have observed several.
"Removed 

from the front lines"? Hardly-
I taught at the oc,ademy level, os did nty
spouse, for more than o decade.

I om still profoundly convinced thctt,
though some octivities do provide "fond

memories" and foster a caring teacher-stu-
dent relationship, to have fun and games
interrupt ;family and study time three and

four times every week is unfair to both

Jaculty and students. The sarcastic tone of

one re.spr.trtdent only underlines my fear
thttt our students are not being taught to
res pe t t tt t u de rn ic' pursuil s.

Enjols Computer Column
I  recent ly  completed several  c lasses in

computer sc ience.  I  wish I  knew more.
There are so many ways that  computers can
be used today and in the future.  As a
teacher,  I  feel  that  they can become a most
valuable tool  to increase and enhance in-
s t r ucuon .

When I  recent ly  reread the ent i re 1984-
1985 volume of  the JouxNar I  saved the
art ic les in "Comput ing With Class" for
future reference.  The suggest ions and ad-
v ice could help many teachers and schools
to make wiser choices in the area of  com-
puters.  I  th ink that  the points are wel l
made, and I  hope that  the author wi l l  con-
t inue to wr i te informat ive mater ia ls in th is
area.

Kei th El lsworth
Sylacauga, Alabama

New Insights

I  j u s t  f i n i shed  read ing  "F i nanc ing

Church Col lcges" (December,  1984-Jan-
uary,  1985, issue).  I  d iscovered some ncw
insights into the f inancia l  making of  a col-
lege!

This is  a creat ive scholar ly  thesis,  and the
points are wel l  taken.  I  l iked in parr icular
the proposal  to re-educate donors to focus
more on facul ty enr ichment programs
rather than bui ld ings.  Of course,  i t  would
not  hurt  i f  they did the one wi thout  leaving
the other undone!

Laur ice K.  Durrant
Chairman, Department of  Nursing
Southwestern Advent ist  Col lege
Keene, Texas n

Did I Do All
I Could?

(Continued from poge 7)

Calling for Decisions

Teachers and others who work
with youth can call for decisions in
two ways-on an individual (one-
on-one) basis  or  in  a group s i tua-
tion. The first technique has the
advantage of avoiding peer influ-
ence that often causes young peo-
ple to ignore their true feelings.
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The technique described belou',
which is adapted from Ministry
magazine, helps avoid the group
pressure to conform. I have tried it
and found that it works well.

Give each student  a 3 "x  5 "  card
and ask each one to write his or her
name in the middle. Based on the
material you have taught, prepare
two to four questions on which
you would l ike the students to
make decisions. To answer the
questions, each child tears off a
specified corner of the card. The
cards are then collected by the
teacher, who privately determines
each chi ld 's  personal  decis ion.

For  example:  Quest ion l :  Do
you,  l ike Danie l ,  want  to honor
God in your  l i fe? I f  so,  tear  of f  the
upper right-hand corner of your
card.  Quest ion 2:  Do you,  l ike
Daniel, have problems in your l i fe

u'ith which you need God to help
you? I f  so,  tear  of f  the upper le f t -
hand corner  of  the card.

Quest ion 3:  Would you,  l ike
Daniel, l ike to give your l i fe en-

The teacher's influence
is a major determining

factor in a young
person's choice for or
against the Christisn

life-style and for
eternitv.

t i re ly  to God? I f  so,  tear  of f  the
lower right-hand corner of the
card.

You may stop wi th Quest ion 3,
depend ing  on  the  s i t ua l i on ,  o r  go
on to Question 4 and ask for either

a commitment for baptism or a
decision to join a baptismal class.

The Personal Approach

When the Holy Spir i t  impresses
you to speak one-on-one with a
young person, you might try the
following sequence of texts (or
o the rs  o f  you r  cho i ce ) .

Have the young person find and
read the texts. Explain and discuss
the meaning as you go over them
together .

John 3:16-God loves us very
much.  He wants us to be nar t  of
His family.

Romans 3:23-However,  s in
came into the world and separated
us f rom God.  Everyone s ins at
some time or other. What are some
of the sins that young people in
particular have trouble with?

Romans 6:23-The resul t  o f  our

%
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sin means death, for sinful people
cannot l ive with a holy God.

John 1:12-God is  not  happy
living apart from us. He wants us
to l ive with Him. That is why Jesus
was wil l ing to come and die for us
-so we might  be a par t  of  God's
family again.

I  John l :9-To become par t  of
God's family, we must repent or be
sorry for our sins and ask God to
forgive us. When we ask God to do
this, He can and wil l, because
Jesus was wil l ing to accept the
punishment  we deserved.

Then say to the child, How does
i t  make you feel  knowing Jesus has
taken your  punishment? I  rh ink i t
would be a good idea to tell God
how you feel and tell Him you are
sorry for  your  s ins.

At this point, you can pray for
the child, but it is also wise to have

How do you interpret Ellen
White so that you can find
the principles behind what
she said? How do you avoid
the dangerous myths that
have risen because of misun-
derstandings about what she
meant? George R. Knight,
Adventist professor of
church history, examines
some of the myths that have
caused controversy in the

the child pray, tell ing God exactl l
how he or she feels and asking for
forgiveness and acceptance.

A c t s  1 7 : 1 1 ;  2  T i m o t h y  3 : 1 5 - t t
is important for us to study our
Bibles daily to learn more abour
God and His plans for us.

Be sure the child understands
that this is not a decision that lasts

Present Christian
living in a positive,

appeoling wqy.

forever, but one that needs to be
reaffirmed again and again-a
dai ly  surrender to Cod's wi l l  for
h is  or  her  l i fe .

When you ask for  a decis ion,
several  th ings must  be kept  in
mind. Avoid symbolism rhat chil-
dren do not understand. Use words

thar  are p la in and c lear .  Al low the
)  oung person to make a f ree
choice.  Undue pressure should
ner c-r be exerted to force a decision
tha t  rhe  )oung  pe rson  i s  no t  p re -
pared to make.  Remember,  Cod
gir  es each of  us f reedom of  choice.

Nurturing the Decision

After the child has made a deci-
sion, it is vital that the teacher fol-
lou' through. Remember that it is
not  "d ip and drop" but  d isc ip le-
ship that  must  be cul t ivated.  Each
young person wil l need much en-
couragement and help to face the
diff iculties he or she wil l en-
counter .  Youth need a spi r i tua l
guardian who can give them wise
counsel, love, and help. Do nol
expect them to be the perfect
Christian that you, yourself cannot
be. Many times we set an unreal-

church. Read about the myth
of the inflexible prophet, the
myth of the sacred and secu-
lar, educational myths,
recreational myths, and
more.
"This book should be
thoughtfully studied by
every Adventist."
-Robert W. Olson,
Secretory, Ellen G. White
Estate.

Cloth with dust jacket,272
pages, US$16.95. At your
Adventist Book Center now.
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Alotof
things
we believe Elt"n Whife taught
orwrote arejustmyths!
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istic standard of conduct for our
students that even we ourselves
cannot attain.

In c los ing,  ler  me c i re a quora-
tion from Counsels to Parents.
Teachers, and Studenls that has
been of tremendous encourage-
ment to me as I have worked with
young people through the years:

When the teacher wi l l  re ly upon God in
prayer,  the Spir i t  of  Chr ist  wi l l  come upon
him, and God wi l l  work through him by the
Holy Spir i t  upon the mind ol '  the student.
.  .  .  We may br ing hundreds and thousands
of chi ldren to Chr ist  i f  we wi l l  work for
t hem. -Page  172 .

May God bless you as you work
for  Him. t  I

"When Can I
Be Baptized?"

(Continued from page l6)

Practical Expericnce

At the beginning of the school
yea r ,  ch i l d ren  a re  g i ven  ma in te -
nance tasks ranging from keeping
the c loakroom in order  by d is t r ib-
ut ing lunches,  bookbags,  and coats
to handing out and collecting
pape rs ,  c l ean ing  cha l kboa rds ,
vacuuming the carpet, or caring
for plants and animals. Through
these s imple tasks,  the students
develop a sense of  responsib i l i ty .
As they master  a task,  i t  becomes
thei r  responsib i l i ty  to  t ra in the next
student  chosen to do the job.  They
usual ly  work s ide by s ide wi th the
ne\&' person for one or two days,
inst ruct ing and correct ing tech-
niques.  By th is  means,  s tudents
learn to appreciate an orderly
classroom and thus a well-ordered
life.

Michael, an l l-year-old from a
one-parent home with a busy
working mother, had already been
given the responsibil i ty of caring
for his home, which included being
in charge of several younger sib-
l ings. This awesome responsibil i ty

had developed in him a sense of in-
secur i ty .  As i t  became his  task to
care for the plants, he learned how
God cares for him. In watching the
plants develop, he developed pa-
tience arrd understanding. As he
turned them toward the sun, he
learned to direct his l i fe toward the
Sun of  r ighteousness.

This experience was enhanced by
a nature trip to observe and iden-
tify trees. We examined a tree that
had fallen. It appeared to be strong
and stately; however, the inside
was decayed and eaten by insects.
Michael recognized the analogy of
what hidden sins can do to the
soul .

On another occasion, Michael
came to my home for Sabbath
lunch.  Af terwards,  we v is i ted the
nearby botanical gardens. As we
stood beside pools of beautiful
water l i l ies, it was easy for him to
grasp the concept that "Bible

promises are the pinks and the
roses and the l i l ies in the garden of
the Lord."o As he began to look
for more promises and claim them
for himself, he developed a sense
of self-reliance and denendence
upon God.

Lessons From Nature

Anne, an 8-year-old, delighted
in caring for cocoons that had been
placed in an empty fish tank in our
classroom, where they were pro-
tected and kept moist. She learned
to wait upon the Lord as she pa-
tiently waited for the cocoons to
open.

Anne's greatest joy was finding
a cocoon in her own neighborhood
in an inner-city environment. She
carefully placed it in a jar and
brought it to school to be put in the
tank with the others. As the co-
coons opened one by one, week by
week, the attention of the entire
class was drawn to them. The chil-
dren grasped the lesson that just as
they witnessed the metamorphosis

of caterpil lars into moths, our l ives
can be changed through Christ.
Anne's own moth was the last  to
emerge. It was her joy to take the
cocoon home framed, to share
with her family, as a personal
test imony of  God's love.

In the spring when we planted
seeds, the students discovered
weeds in the soil they brought from
out-of-doors. The lesson of the
wheat and tares growing together
was made clear when some stu-
dents inadvertently removed tiny
carrot plants, assuming they were
weeds. As the children tended their
plants, they also learned to guard
the garden of the heart from the
growth of weeds that choke the
plants.

In the c lassroom, students ob-
served the care mother and father
gerbils gave their babies and com-
pared and contrasted it with God's
care for us. The faithfulness of
each gerbil parent, keeping only to
each other  and not  even accept ing
another partner after its mate died,
brought lessons of faithfulness to
God and the fidelity of the family.

Learning Self-control

Through daily routine and per-
sonal interaction, students begin to
direct their wil l, to control all their
powers. They are educated to rule
their minds and develop strength
of character and self-control. As
the transforming grace of Cod
takes hold of their thinking powers
and they behold Jesus, they be-
come changed into His l ikeness.

It is the privilege of each Chris-
tian teacher to be a coworker with
God. The teacher must establish a
classroom climate in which Christ
wil l reign supreme. In such an
environment, the student wil l
behold Christ and desire to become
like Him. The values the child has
witnessed wil l become part of his
or her own life-style. The Holy
Spirit wil l work with us in bringing
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