
"Onward,  Chr ist ian sold iers!
Ma rch ing  as  t o  wa r  .  . "

I I ut through the classroom
\-/ door marched boys and girls
from the tiny first graders through
the middle graders to the tall
eighth-grade boys. Down the hil l ,
around the gym-squaring each
corner-back down the hall to the
front entrance. The children con-
tinued to sing lusti ly as they
marched.  Back through the hal l
and the gym, and with the last of
the chorus:

"With the cross of  Jesus
Coing on before"

they marched back into the class-
room. " I  l ike to do that , "  sa id
Jeff, his eyes sparkling.

"Me too,"  agreed Darre l l .  " I t

wakes me up in the morning and
gets me ready for the story."

Quickly the children semled
down on the floor or in their chairs
near the rocking chair where I sat
waiting to read. (Today's selection
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Morning Worship-

was from The Children's Hour,
but on other days I might use Bed-
lime Stories or other suitable
library books dealing with nature,
miss ions,  Bib le characters,  et
cetera.) With some of their energy
spent marching and singing with
exuberance, the boys and girls
were not as fidgety as they might
have been without the exercise.
Chi ldren can do more than s i t  and
fo ld thei r  hands dur ing worship!

Where to Hold Worship

the grass beneath the big maples.
We often sit in the pole teepees the
boys made out  in  the woods.

When it is misty or the late May
raindrops are pattering down, we
si t  on the pat io ,  just  out  of  reach
of the rain, but close enough to
hear the soft pitter-pat and smell
the odor of new rain on the grass.
ln the fall we sit beneath the
maples with their f laming reds and
oranges, storing our minds with
their beauty.

Sometimes in the outdoors we
sit and talk about the things God
created, how they must have
looked at the beginning of the
world, what lessons we can learn
from them, and how they wil l be
changed in the New Earth. This
helps the children to see how they
can take care of God's creation
now and points their thoughts to
the importance of being part of
God's kingdom when all things
have become new.

There is something about being
close to the trees, streams, birds,
butterfl ies, and flowers that makes
it easier to talk openly about the

Ihe Best Time of the Day
RdJ J f i

The place for worship periods
can be var ied.  In  the c lassroom i t  is
good to have a special spot where
the children gather around a
couch, a rocking chair, or in a
designated worship corner if there
is room. However, when the spring
breezes and daffodils arrive, then
it is t ime to find a spot outside in
Cod's special corner. If you are
fortunate enough to have your
school in the country as we do,
there are many choice places.
Sometimes we sit on an old bridge
close to the gurgling stream, or
take our stories and sonss out on
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child's desire to accept Jesus and
be with Him throughout eternity.
Singing songs l ike "'Ihis Is My
Father 's  Wor ld,"  and " l  S ing the
Mighty Power of  God" means
more to the boy or  g i r l  who is
observing God's world at the time.
Encourage the memorization of
hymns l ike these so that  the chi ld
can sing them while he or she is at
home or on Sabbath walks and can
remember the lessons learned at
school  dur ing worship t ime.

Hunting for I l lustrations

At other times outside I read
stor ies of  many k inds,  just  as I  do
dur ing worship per iods in  the
classroom. Don' t  expect  the chi l -
dren to s i t  ramrod st ra ight  wi th
hands fo lded in thei r  laps.  As long
as they real ize that  they must  be
quiet  so as not  to  d is turb others,  le t
them l ie  on the grass on thei r  s tom-
achs,  thei r  ch ins rest ing on thei r
hands.  Let  them lean back wi th
their heads against a l.ree trunk or
quiet ly  p lay wi th smal l  twigs that
are a lways handy outdoors.  Let
them bui ld  min iature grass huts on
the lawn or  make stone paths f rom
pebbles they f ind around them. Let
them watch the water  sk ippers and
thei r  dancing shadows on the sur-
face of  the creek.  Don' t  be af ra id
that  they can' t  use thei r  hands and
thei r  ears at  the same t ime.  I f  vou

don' t  bel ieve th is  is  possib le,  just

stop in the middle of the story and
ask for a quick summary of the last
page or  two.

Somet imes i t  is  fun to send the
ch i l d ren  o f f  f o r  f i ve  m inu res  ro
f ind something that  has to do wi th
a person in the Bib le.  Other  t imes
they might  be asked to f ind an i tem
to i l lust rate one of  the parables or
mirac les of  Jesus.  Very seldom wi l l
someone say,  " l  couldn ' t  f ind any-
th ing."  Instead,  the chi ldren are
eager to expla in the story re lated to
thei r  f ind or  ask others to guess
what  they have in mind.  Stones,
f lowers,  insects,  o ld b i rds '  nests,
feathers, and more can be brought
back to the group.

This type of  act iv i ty  can a lso
take  p lace  w i thou t  a l l ow ing  movc -
ment  away f rom the worship spot .
Permi t  the chi ldren to use only
thei r  eyes to f ind th ings that  re-
mind them of  Jesus.  This is  not
r e a l l y  a  d i f l ' i c u l t  a s s i g n m e n r .
e i ther .  Eyes can see the c louds,  thc
sun,  the t rees,  the grasses and
f lowers,  and the other  chi ldren
around them. Each of  these can be
related to the l ife and teachings of
the Creator .  Knowing and appreci -
at ing the th ings of  nature wi l l  he lp
t ie  the chi ld  to nature 's  God.

Of course, wintertime need not
cut  of f  worship per iod.  Snow, wi th
all i ts sparkling diamonds and

bril l iant whiteness, quickly brings
to mind lsaiah's "Though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be
as whi te as snow,"  or  David 's
plea, "Wash me, and I shall be
whi ter  than snow."  Chi ldren can
be reminded that Job speaks a
number of t imes on the treasures
of the snow, that the garment of
the Ancient of Days was as white
as snow. Later ,  ins ide the c lass-
room, le t  the chi ldren search the
concordance for  other  texts in
which snow is  ment ioned.

Lessons From Singing

Along with the texts, teach the
chi ldren to memor ize the words of
songs in the hymnal  l ike "Lord

Jesus,  I  Long to Be Per lect ly
Whole"  wi th i ts  chorus:

Now wash  mc ,  and  I  sha l l  be  wh i t c r  t han
snow .

\ \ 'h i ter  than snow, yes,  whi ter  than
s 11C)*';

No*  wash  me ,  and  I  sha l l  be  wh i t e r  t han
snow .

"Look Upon Jesus,  Sin less Is  He"
has a s imi lar  chorus:

Core r  u i t h  H i s  l i f c ,  wh i t e r  t han  snow ;
Fu l l ness  o f  H i s  l i f c  t hen  sha l l  I  know .
N41'  l i le  o l  scar let ,  my s in and woe ,
Covcr r i ' i th  His l i fe,  whi ter  than snow.

Sing songs l ike these often on
snowy ciays. Their message wil l
mean more to the chi ldren when
they can see that the soft blanket
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of snow has covered the bare trees
and the ground just as the robe of
Christ's righteousness can cover
thei r  s ins i f  they so choose.

I have mentioned several t imes
that children should memorize the
words to songs and hymns.  Unless
you take time to explain the words
and meanings of the songs and sing
them often enough during worship
t ime and the music per iod,  the chi l -
dren wil l rely on songbooks for the
words. Since the younger ones
cannot follow the words quickly
enough to sing them, you must
teach memorization. Even older
chi ldren can s ing wi th more enthu-
s iasm when they are not  g lued to
the book.  Then,  when you have
outdoor worship times or even on
your walks through the woods at
recess t ime,  you wi l l  f ind that  the
chi ldren wi l l  en joy s inging the
songs and hymns that have become
part  of  thei r  l ives.

Since "As a par t  of  re l ig ious ser-
v ice,  s inging is  as much an act  of
worship as is prayer" (Messages lo
YounN People, p.292), ir is impor-
tant  to  help a l l  o f  the chi ldren to
learn to love the music that tells of
God. Children can learn to appre-
c iate the real  music of  the church i f
we are patient, persevering, and
enthusiast ic  about  i t  ourselves.

Stories Elicit Enthusiasm

Through the years I have found
that  above a l l  o ther  worship act iv i -
t ies,  the chi ldren l ike stor ies e i ther
read or told. They especially l ike
me to read a book with chapter
endings that give them something
to look forward to the next day.
Advent is t  Book Centers of fer
many excellent stories from which
to choose.  Miss ion and nature top-
ics, along with stories of Bible peo-
ple, seem to be favorites with my
students.

When you read, put yourself
right into the story. Read with
great enthusiasm and expression

both in  your  voice and on your
face. Stop at exciting spots and
ask,  "What  do you th ink wi l l  hap-
pen now?" or  make a comment
such as "Oh,  oh,  somebody's  in
t rouble!"  You wi l l  know how
much the children are enjoying the
book when they p lead at  the end of
the chapter :  "Please,  couldn ' t  you
read just  one more chapter? We' l l
try a lot harder to get our work
done.  "

If problems such as unfriendli-
ness, lying, selfishness and a lack
of  shar ing,  or  speaking bad words
come up in the c lassroom, you can
choose from the many stories relat-
ing those problems and others in
Bedtime Stories. Lessons taught in
those stories are l isted alphabeti-
ca l ly  in  the f ront  of  the books.  Just
as Jesus used stories to i l lustrate
His teachings, so we can make use
of the great number of books and
stories available to us.

Bible sword dril ls are sti l l  a fav-
orite with children. To make sure
that everyone gets a chance, from
the youngest to the oldest, you can
specify that "This text is for every-
body in the fifth grade, but anyone
who finds it, stand up." Or you

might announce a text for those
born from January through May,
or for those who are ten or l1 years
old, or one for f irst graders when
they have learned how to find a
text and read it. Instead of having
the first one to find the text read it,
you might wait t i l l  all are standing
and then ask for an answer to a
quest ion about  the text .

Sometimes you might write a
text on the board and ask the chil-
dren to stand when they find it.
When all are standing, ask them to
do what the text describes. For
example,  Psalm 47: l  asks us to
"Clap your  hands,  a l l  ye people;
shout  unto God wi th the voice of
t r iumph."  Luke 6:23 te l ls  us to
" leap for  joy."  Genesis 2 l :6  sug-
gests laughing.  Psalm 33:3 cal ls
upon us to "Sing unto h im a new
song."  Make a l is t  o f  act ion verbs,
take a concordance and see how
many texts you can find in which
people are asked to do something.

Worship periods are good times
to strengthen children's knowledge
of the early days of the Seventh-
day Advent is t  Church.  Stor ies
from such books as Pioneer Slories
and Spirit of Prophecy Emphasis
Week materials can be used. Older
students can present material they
have researched. Even younger
children can read stories and then
tell them to the rest of the class.
Many pictures of the early pioneers
are available from the education
departments of local conferences.
"Your Story Hour" is preparing
tapes on the l ives of early Adven-
tists. One about Will iam Miller is
already available.

After stories l ike the fall ing of
the stars or the dark day, children
can draw pictures of how they vis-
ualize those events. As we teach in
this area we should remember the
wise counsel of Mrs. White: "We

have nothing to fear for the future,
except as we shall forget the way

(To psge 38)
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the next item of business is a search
for an appropriate song to accom-
pany the theme. If there is a
songwriter in the group who could
compose an original song, that
would be ideal.

The theme song should be one
that the students wil l love to sing
throughout the whole week and
one they wil l remember for a long
t ime.

Have the theme placed in a
prominent spot above the rostrum.
Letters cut out of styrene foam and
painted in appropriate colors can
be most  ef fect ive.  Var ious mem-
bers of the class can cooperate to
produce these let ters,  which should
be large enough to be visible
throughout  the meet ing room.

Teachers can re inforce the
theme by present ing lessons,  ideas,
and materials in their classes that
wi l l  br ing the concept  to mind.  As
teachers support students in this
way,  the week wi l l  become more
meaningfu l  to  the young people.

Songbook for the Program

Preparing a special songbook is
a must  to assure a successlu l  week.
The students wi l l  not  only  appreci -
ate the book through the week,  but
also as a memento to remind them
of the program. Select members of
the class to be responsibie for com-
pi l ing the songbook,  making sure
that the presentation is adequate
for the occasion. Do not put to-
gether a shoddily prepared book
that wil l cheapen the occasion. It is
better to spend a l itt le more money
and  t ime  than  sk imp  i n  o rgan i z i ng
this important adjunct to the pro-
gram.

The theme and theme song
should be placed in a prominent
position in the songbook, which
should include songs to be sung
during the week, as well as a l ist of
talks that wil l be given. It may be
possible to include a photograph
of each sDeaker with his or her

topic. The cover should feature an
attractive picture or drawing de-
picting the school or the theme of
the week.

Mus i c  shou ld  p lay  an  impor tan r
pa r t  i n  t he  p rog ram.  I nv i t e
students from every class in the
school who can play a musical
i ns t rumen t  o r  s i ng  t o  pa r t i c i pa te
in the song service. With a compe-
tent musical director-either staff
member or student-music wil l be
a h ighl ight  of  the week.  Students '
spec ia l  mus i ca l  p resen ta t i ons
should be arranged throughout  the
p rog ram to  ga in  max imum s tuden t
participation.

An e lement  of  surpr ise in  regard
to the theme chosen, the design of
the songbook, or any special fea-
tures wi l l  he lp to make the week
something d i f ferent ,  a  t ime the
students wil l look forward to
with anticipation. Special features
could include an appropriate fi lm,
a guest speaker, taped messages
from former students,  or  an in ter-
view with a well-known local per-
son.  Of  course,  a l l  specia l  features
must  contr ibute d i rect lv  to  the
theme of  the week.

I t  is  best  to  conduct  the meet ings
in an area that wil l not be used for
any other  purpose dur ing the
week.  l f  the school  has a chapel ,
that  would be the ideal  locat ion.  l l
no chapel is available, an adequate
assembly area should be chosen
that wil l be used exclusivelv for the
program.

Allow the students to decorate
the meeting area with flowers and
g reene ry  t o  make  i t  as  a t t r ac t i ve  as
possible. A l itt le expense in decora-
tion wil l help set a pleasant atmos-
phere for the program.

When Should It Be Scheduled?

Scheduling of the week of spir-
itual emphasis needs to be con-
sidered by each school. In some
places I have found that inserting
the week into the first month or

I r ro of  the school  year  has been
benef ic ia l  to  a l l  s tudents because i t
sets a spi r i tua l  tone and promotes
uni t l  in  the student  body f rom the
rerr  beginning of  the school  year .

In other locations I have found
the program to be most beneficial
during the concluding weeks of the
academic year, as it then acts to
promote spiritual togetherness and
culminat ion of  s tudent  sp i r i tua l
re lat ionships.  Regardless of  when
the special week is scheduled, I
believe it wil l be a blessing to all i f
i t is planned so that it f i ts smoothly
into the school program.

Try to ensure that the students
enter into the week of spiritual
emphasis as naturally as possible.
Do not give the impression that it
is  going to be a week of  "pressur-

iz ing."  Schedule carefu l ly  so that
attendance by the entire school is
assured.  This is  essent ia l .  The
school that prays together stays
together .

Teachers should speak positively
of the scheduled program and
offer any assistance that wil l help
promote i ts  successfu l  complet ion.
As the staff members demonstrate
thei r  commitment  to the impor-
tance of the week by faithful at-
tendance, the students wil l take
the week more seriously. I I all
the students and staff can enter
into the week as a family seeking
the fellowship ol their heavenly
Father ,  then the b less ings of  the
meetings wil l last through eter-
n l ty .

Morning Worships
(Continued from poge l3)

the Lord has led us, and His teach-
ing in our past history." -Life

Sketches, p. 196. Let us insti l l  in
our students a Ioyalty to the church
before Satan gets a chance to
snatch them away through false
doctrines and indifference.
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Flexibility

Be flexible in your planning for
worship. Some days I have set
aside the planned activity because
the children want to talk about a
problem they have had at home or
in school. They might be worried
about a relative or friend who has
been taken to the hospital. A
father may have lost his job.
Neighborhood children may have
asked them to try drugs or smok-
ing. They may wish to discuss
classroom problems or talk about
being baptized.

If I f ind that the group can be of
help to one who has a problem, or
i i  t he  i t em o f  d i scuss ion  i s  some-
thing common to the group, I let
the children talk as long as they
wish, putting in a word now and
then to keep them on the subject at
hand, or giving everyone a chance
to soeak.

Stories can be read any day.
Plans can be changed. When chil-
dren have a need and want to
express it and get help, don't fail
them. Try to keep the c l imate of
the room such that no one wil l be
afraid to talk freely. Make sure
that every child knows that he or
she wil l not be laughed at. Work
toward building a family atmos-
phere, with each child interested in
the welfare of the others. This is
not always easy, since children
come from such varied homes and
backgrounds, but over the weeks it
can be done. Pray without ceasing
for this kind of classroom. Chil-
dren should feel  comfor table
enough to share their troubles and
joys freely. A hug and a smile, a
nod of agreement that says, "l

understand," can do much to help
them over the hard spots.

Teaching the Sabbath
School Lesson

Because many children do not
study their Sabbath school lessons

as was the custom in years gone by,
possibly because parents feel they
are too busy, a summary of the les-
sons could be given during the Fri-
day worship period. Since most
church schools have multigrade
classrooms, it might be necessary
to touch on at least two different
lessons.

During the week older children
could teach younger ones their
memory verses, which can be pre-
sented in unison on Friday. If a
child is familiar with the week's
lesson,  he feels  bet ter  about
attending Sabbath school. You
might even help children form the
habit of daily study so thar they
can  take  pa r t  i n  t he  d i scuss ion  on
Fr idays.

Your worship thoughts at the
end of  the week could a lso point  to
the importance and joy of attend-
ing church services on the Sabbath
and the pleasure of welcoming the
Sabbath that evening. Children
can come up with new ideas for
quizzes, Sabbath games, and other
activit ies to make the Sabbath a
delight at home. Many parents
would welcome such ideas. Suggest
that the children take Sabbath
walks, looking for items of interest
for worship time on Monday.

Boxes covered with contact
paper or decorated in some other
way should have a place in the
classroom. In these boxes children
can deposit their questions about
the church, the Bible, and their
relationship to God. Another box
could hold secret prayer requests.

The Pastor's Contribution

Every week on the same day, the
church pastor could come to take
charge of your worship period.
Very few pastors would turn down
the chance to become better ac-
quainted with the lambs of their
flock. and teachers should wel-
come the opportunity for the
church and the school to be more

closely tied together. Our pastor is
much loved and his special wor-
ships are thoroughly enjoyed, so
much so that one of my chubby
first-grade boys greeted me one
morning with: "I know what day it
is today!" His eyes twinkled, and
the grin spread all over his face. Of
course, it 's Tuesday, I thought to
myself, but I asked him the ob-
vious question. "Good for you,
Matt. What day is today?"

With a huge smile of satisfaction
he answered,  " I t 's  the day the pas-
tor comes for worship." When
Pastor Krause walked through the
door a few minutes later. Matt was
the first to run to him for a hug.
From every corner of the room
the children rushed to greet their
earthly friend who every week is
leading them to their heavenly
Friend. When the children sit in
church on Sabbath, the pastor is
no stranger to them. They are
more interested in what he has to
say because they already know him
from school days.

On these special days, or on any
day, we invite parents who drive
their children to school to stay for
the worship time. It is good for
children to know that their parents
and teachers are friends, working
together. It is helpful, too, for par-
ents to see the values that the
school holds.

Organizing the Worship Time

In our classroom a chairman is
in charge of various activit ies for
the week. He or she calls for favor-
ite songs to be sung during the
worship time. When the story or
other activity is completed, the
chairman asks for prayer requests
and designates two of the children
to pray. Sometimes he or she might
call for prayer bands, dividing the
class into small groups that are
sent to the l ibrary, the hall, or
other places in the classroom. All
have an opportunity to pray, but if
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a child prefers not to do so, he
squeezes the hand of the one next
to him, and that child continues
the prayer.

Many first-graders or children
who have transferred from other
schools have never prayed or heard
prayers in their homes. The teacher
has a deep responsibil i ty and a fine
opportunity to teach these children
how to pray. At f irst the teacher
can say the words for the child to
repeat. It doesn't take long unti l
the child wants to "pray all by
myself." I have often felt that the
angels smiled at the sincere, heart-
felt petit ions that were spoken by
some litt le one, praying for the
first t ime on his or her own.

In all your planning for the wor-
ship period, in all your searching
for stories, object lessons, new
songs, and new ways to catch and
keep the children's interest, never
forget these words Ellen White
wrote to teachers:

Your earnest  desire for  the present and
eternal  good of  the chi ldren under your carc
should br ing you of ten to your knees to
seek  eoun :e l  o l '  H im  who  i \  t oo  w i se  l o  e r r ,
too good to leave you in the help lessness
of  your own wisdom. I f  the teacher has
learned his lessons l ' rom Jesus Chr ist ,  and
has learned for  the purpose of  br inging
these lessons fu l ly  into h is own l i fe,  he can
teach successful ly .  Those who are dai ly
learners of  thc Great  Teacher wi l l  have a
most precious t reasure house f rom which to
draw things new and old.-Counsels to
Parents, Teachers, ond Studenls, pp. 183,
I  84 .

Community Involvement
(Continued from poge I8)

s ludents recognize thei r  responsi -
bil i ty to complete classwork and
homework for the following day,
and teachers cooperate in offering
help as needed. This past school
year we had more than 85 students
involved in Teach-a-Kid.

o Adventist Youth for Better
Living. This is a familiar organiza-
tion on academy campuses. Last

year we concentrated on operating
our conference health van and,
with the help of area nurses, took
more than 500 blood pressures at
the county fair and gave away
health-oriented l iterature. AYBL is
also involved in a puppet program
that travels to various high schools
and elementary schools in the
county and educates students in an
at tent ion-get t ing manner about
drugs,  a lcohol ,  and tobacco.

c Bag It ! During this yearly
activity our students go to the com-
munity and collect food to distrib-
ute in  Thanksgiv ing baskets.  This
past year we gave out more than
300 empty bags and received a
large supply of food that f i l led
almost 50 food baskets.

o Peer Care. This program is
actually an inreach activity. A
group of our students meet once a
month to share campus concerns
and help their peers through
friendship and listening. Christian
concern can be truly demonstrated
through Peer Care.

o Church and Sabbeth School
Services. This is also an inreach
activity in which students are heav-
ily involved in the planning and
performing of duties in our Sab-
bath school and church service.
Every week students teach the
Sabbath school lesson, collect the
offering, give the Scripture read-
ing,  prayer ,  specia l  music,  or  ser-

monet tes for  the I  I  o 'c lock hour.
t , ldopt-a-Grandporent .  This

ne\\ program was enthusiastically
recei red.  Once a month students
risit several elderly people in the
Calhoun community, reading to
them, cleaning their homes, and
demonstrat ing thei r  f r iendship.
We have observed this to be a
source of joy to both the students
and the elderly people they visit.

. Nursing Home Visits. This
activity is patterned after the tradi-
tional Sunshine Bands that have
been operative on campuses for
many years. Once or twice a month
s tuden ts  v i s i t  t he  two  nu rs ing
homes in town and sing with the
older people, perform skits, and
present a devotional thought.

c Bible Studies. This may be last
on the l ist but it is one of the most
important parts of our outreach
activity. Students practice inreach
by giving Bible studies in their own
dorms, and then branch out into
the community by holding Bible
studies in the homes of interested
local residents. The program has
been a real inspiration to students
who have been involved.

Many positive results of an ac-
tive outreach program have been
seen on our campus. Pastor Litch-
f ie ld communicates f requent ly
with the home pastors of our stu-
dents by sending a form letter with
a personalized note on the bottom

BIBLE TEACHERS EXCHANGE INFORMATION

SUBTEX, the Southern Union Bible Teachers' Exchange, devel-
oped out of a perceived need for communication and coordination
of programs by academy Bible teachers and chaplains. Ideas for
classroom projects and curriculum, weekend programs, outreach
activit ies, and reviews of f i lms and books are some of the items fea-
tured in SUBTEX, which is coordinated by Pastor L. W. Litchfield
of Georgia-Cumberland Academy.

Persons wishing to receive SUBTEX or having materials to sub-
mit should send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to L. W. Litch-
field, Georgia-Cumberland Academy, Calhoun, GA 30701.
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