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Reading Panel Backs Five-Year
Teacher-Training Programs

"Extending teacher-educstion
progrsms by one year-for a total
of five-and increasing t heir'qual-
ity and rigor' will help raise the
level of reading literacy, says q new
report prepared for the U.S. De-
partment of Educotion.

"The report was requested
by the National Institute of Educa-
t i on  because  o f  t he  ' om inous  s igns
of reading stagnation' found in the
trends of test scores datine back to
the  1950 ' s .

" 'What  was a sat is factory level
of  l i teracy in  1950 probably wi l l  be
marginal in 2000,' says the report,
adding that ' increasing levels of l i t-
eracy wil l be needed by all students
to meet  the demands of  the 'com-

ing age of technical-information.'
"California is the only state that

now requires elementary-school
teachers to complete a five-year
education program to gain certif i-
cat ion,  but  ind iv idual  inst i tu t ions
in other states have adopted their
own five-year programs, said Pen-
elope M. Earley, director of fed-
eral and state relations for the
American Association of Colleges
for Teacher Education.

"The report, Becoming q Nation
of Readers: The Repctrt of the
Commission on Reoding, also
notes that:

o  "Fou r - yea r  unde rg radua te
education programs encourage
teachers to become'general is ts , '
who take only a 'smat ter ing '  of
various subjects and 'end up not
knowing anyth ing in  depth. '

. "Many prospective teachers
regard basic education courses as
too theoretical and not relevant to
the ' real '  c lassroom.

r "The quality of teacher edu-
cation would be improved by end-
ing the rift at major universit ies
between'research oriented' faculty
members, whose courses may be

regarded as 'too theoretical, '  and
'practice oriented' faculty mem-
bers, who sometimes 'do not keep
abreast of the best thinkine and
research. '

. "Student teaching is rated as
the most valuable part of teacher
training, because students receive
'frequent, and detailed feedback.'

o "Novice teachers perform bet-
ter when their transition into the
ro le of  teacher is  'eased, '  wi th the
help of more experienced person-
nel  to  help reduce thei r  work loads,
or consultants are hired to monitor
c lasses.

"Teacher requirements should
be stiffened now, before stabil izing
student enrollments and declining
numbers of teachers place added
pressure on adminis t rators ' to

allow less able, less qualif ied per-
sons to teach, '  the 147-page repor t
concludes.

"The adoption of f ive-year pro-
grams in all states may cause the
decrease in the number of  teachers
to continue, unless more schol-
arships and loans become avail-
able for prospective teachers, and
salaries and working conditions
improve for those already in
the f ie ld,  the repor t  says.  I f  'sub-

stantial improvements in teacher

training are to be achieved, the
expenditure per student in educa-
tion programs wil l also have to
increase, '  i t  says.  .  .  .

"Copies of the report are avail-
able for $4.50 from the Center for
the Study of Reading, Box 2'774,
Stat ion A,  Champaign,  I l l .  61820.
Payment or an institutional pur-
chase order must accompany the
order." -The Chronicle of Higher
Educution, May 8, 1985. Re-
printed with permission. Copy-
right 1985 by The Chronicle of
Higher Education.

Students Spending More Time on
Homework, Study Finds

"Secondary-school  s tudents
who took part in the 1983-84 Na-
tional Assessmenl oJ' Educational
Progress in reading and writing
skills reported spending more time
on hotnework than their counter-
parts in 1980.

"The percentage of l7-year-olds
who said they averaged between
one and two hours of homework
daily rose from 22.4 percent in
1979-80 ro 21.5 percent  last  year ,
whi le  those who said they com-
pleted more than two hours of
homework increased from 9.2 per-
cent  to  13.9 percent  over  the same

Continuing Education Study Materials Still Available

All of the continuing education materials offered in Tsr Joun-
NAL oF AovrNrrsr EoucarroN between 1978 and 1984 are sti l l
available to teachers for recertif ication credit.

However, several changes have been made in the procedures for
processing these tests. Requests for test materials should be sent to
Dr. Jsmes Scott, Associate Desn, School of Education, Loms
Linds University, Riverside, CA 92515. Home Study International
no longer handles these materials.

The charge for eoch test has been reduced from $22 to $15.
Checks should be made payable to the School of Education, Loma
Linda University.

Teachers needing study materials or additional information
should contact the JounNer office at 6840 Eastern Ave. NW.
Washington, D.C. 20012.
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f o u r - y e a r p e r i o d . . . .
"The study c i tes s imi lar  in-

creases in the amount of t ime
l3-year-o lds spend on homework,
but  i t  says that  's igni f icant  num-
bers of  s tudents ' -about  2 l  per-
cent  of  both l3-  and l7-year-o lds
-repor ted having no homework
assignments on the day before they
took  the  asse \smen t .

"The NAEP study a lso found
that  l l th  graders who spend more
t ime on homework read bet ter
than students who spend less.  But
the resul ts  are 'unclear '  about  the
re lat ionship between homework
and reading abi l i t ies of  s tudents in
grades 4 and 6, according to the
report .

"The new NAEP report ,  which
cxamines 'home- re la ted  fac to rs '
l ha t  n l ay  bc  l i nkcd  ro  eogn i l i ve
development ,  a lso found that  more
than 40 percent  of  the 4th-grade
students,  25 percent  of  the 8th
graders,  and l2 percent  of  the 1 l th
graders watch f ive hours of  te le-
v is ion or  more dai ly .  .  .  .

"The repor t  .  .  .  is  not  ' in tended

to describe cause-and-effect rela-
t ionships '  between home charac-
ter is t ics and cogni t ive sk i l ls ,  but  to
ident i ly  possib le re lat ionships that
may have impl icat ions lor  pol icy
and further research, according to
of f ic ia ls  of  the assessment  Dro-
gram.

"Nonctheless,  the repor t  makes
general  s tatements support ing the
thesis  that  too much te lev is ion and
too l i t t le  homework inhib i t  the
development  of  s tudents '  reading
ski l ls .

"  'F ive or  s ix  hours of  te lev is ion
viewing has a c lear  negat ive impact
on reading abil ity, but less than
two hours appears to have no
e f fec t  on  read ing , ' [A rch ie  La -
Pointe,  the NAEP's execut ive
d i r e c t o r , s a y s . ] . . .

"The study found that black
students watch the most television
and Hispanic students watch more

television than whites; that chil-
dren of parents with less education
tend to watch more television than
those whose parents are well edu-
cated,  and that ,  a t  the 4th-grade
level, boys watch more television
than g i r ls  do.  .  .  .

"According to the repor t ,  some
57 percent  of  4th graders,  64 per-
cent  of  Sth graders,  and 66 percent
of  I  l th  graders repor ted that  thei r
mothers work outs ide the home.

" l n  gene ra l ,  s tuden ts  w i t h
mothers work ing outs ide the home
per fo rmed  be t te r  i n  read ing ,
according to NAEP of f ic ia ls .  fhey
at t r ibute the h igher  scores to the
fact  that  mothers who work out-
s ide the home typical ly  have at-
ta ined h igher  levels  o l '  educat ion,
and chi ldren of  wel l -educated par-
ents tend to read bet ter .

"A  na t i ona l l y  rqp resen ta t i vc
sample of  100,000 9- ,  l3- ,  and
|  7-year-o lds took the assessmenl .  "
-Educ'ation Week, vol. IV, No.
36 ,  May  15 ,  1985 .  Used  by  pe rm is -
s ion .

Shortages of Substitute Teachers
"School oJJ'icials in large

st'hool systeLns and in rural dis-
lncts across the [U.S.J report
thut thcir schools ure experient'ing
shortuges oJ' substitutes this year.

"And the current  subst i tu te
shortage is  just  the ' t ip  of  the ice-
berg, '  according to educators and
experts who predict dire conse-
quences i f  the issue is  not  ad-
dressed by pol icymakers soon.  .  .  .

"The  p rob lem.  t hey  repo r r ,  i s
a compl icated one,  inextr icably
i n te r tw ined  w i th  t he  t roub les
school districts face in l ight of cur-
rent and predicted shortages in the
regular teaching force, teacher
absenteeism, and the educational
reform movement that is sweeping
the country at  the state level .  .  . "

Thirty-four states currently have
minimal standards or none at all
for substitute teachers-22 states

have no min imum requirements,
and an additional 12 states allow
subst i tu tes to teach wi thout  a col -
lege degree. Only eight states set
the same standards for substitutes
as for  regular  teachers.

In many areas,  the shor tage o l
regular teachers has prompted
p o l i c y m a k e r s  t o  \ u g g e s r  t h a t
standards be lowered for  the sub-
st i tu te- teaching force.  However,
"any lower ing of  s tandards for
the subst i tu te- teaching force is
' f r ightening, '  somc educators say,
because the standards are already
low and the reputat ion of  subst i -
l u l e \  i n  t h e  c d u c a t i o n  c o m m u n i t y
is  a l ready poor.

"A study designed to measure
the  qua l i t y  o l  c l ass room ins t ruc -
t ion,  conductcd in  197 I  by the In-
st i tu te of  Adminis t rat ive Research
at  Teachers Col lege,  Columbia
Univers i ty ,  I 'ound that  subst i tu te
teachers were 'the least effective
I inst ructors]  observed,  below even
s tudcn t  t eache rs  and  teache r
a idcs . '  .  .  .

"Anecdota l  ev idence a lso sug-
gests that  the educat ional  cost  of
us ing a subst i tu te teacher for  an
extended per iod is  h igh."

A recent issue of Tips for Princi-
pals, published by the National
Association of Secondary School
Pr inc ipals ,  makes the fo l lowing
rccommenda t i ons  fo r  imp rov ing
subst i tu te programs:

o "Act ive recru i tment  of  subst i -
l u te  t eache rs  and  i n te rv iews  to
'weed out  incompetent  teachers
and s ign up the cream of  the crop. '

r  "The use o l  ret i red persons.
r  "The provis ion of  a packet

of information that includes the
school 's  f loor  p lan;  the school
handbook expla in ing d isc ip l ine
policies, attendance policies, f ire-
dri l l  procedures, and liabil i ty laws;
and class schedules and lunch
schedules.

o "At least 12-hours' notice for
substitutes.
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. "Requiring regular teachers
to leave an 'easily administered'
lesson plan and a seating chart. In
case of lengthy absences, teachers
also should be required to main-
tain a number of lesson plans on
fi le in the administrator's office.

o "A thorough evaluat ion of  a
substitute uv itre administrator
who oversees the program and
the regular  teacher." - Ib id. ,  vo l .
IV ,  No .  28 ,  Ap r i l  3 ,  1985 .

Good ldeas

Making Naw Studr:nt,s
l'cel Wclrcmc

c "A special utupon bolk wus
put together and distributed to all

new student.t at l ' 'airntont S<'hool
in St. Churles, Mo.-the bruin-
slorrn oJ counselor Bob Stutnp./ .
L ,ach pagc of  thc boclk  ent i t les the
chi ld  to something spccia l  dur ing
h i s  o r  he r  f i r s t  two  wccks  i n  t he
school-a f r iend at  l r . rnch,  on the
playground and in thc bus cvery
day ,  l unch  w i th  t hc  counsc lo r ,  a
tou r  o l '  t hc  bu i l d i ng ,  an  c leva to r
r idc wi th the adul t  o f  h is , /her
choicc,  a f rec donut  and a I ' ree cal l
hornc. "-11 Sturt.s in the Cluss-
ror l r ru,  Novernber,  1983.  Repr inted
wi th pernr iss ion I ' rorn I t  Star ts  in
the Clussroonr. Copyright 1983,
Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Rclat ions
Associat ion.

Request for Materials

A smqll Christian college run
by the Nigerian State hos written
to request books. This school
educates teachers for primary and
postprimary schools. Its students
inc lude exper ienced Chr is t ian
leaders from a number of denom-
inations, including Seventh-day
Adventists.

The school requests new or sec-
ond-hand books on theology and
other areas of study. They state
that they need books on all levels,

including good-quality f iction.
Books should be packed securely

and sent by surface mail. Label
packages "gifts" or "second-hand

books" so that the school wil l not
have to pay duty.

Send materials to:
The Principal
L ibrary of  The Col lege of

Chr is t ian Studies
Shuwa
PMB 16 ,  Mub i
Gongola State,  Niger ia.  I

Legal Update
(Continued from poge 35)

th is  would "unduly in ter fere wi th
the maintenance of  the swi f t  and
informal disciplinary procedures
needed in the schools."

Secondly, a search may be un-
dertaken based upon the reason-
ableness of all circumstances of the
search. In determining "reason-

ableness, " school officials must
consider ( I ) whether the search was
justif ied at its inception; and (2)
whether the scope of the search
was sufficiently related to the cir-
cumstances that justif ied the init ial
confrontation.

Such a search wil l be permissible
when the conduct of the teacher or
school official is reasonably re-
lated to the objectives of the search
and  no t  excess i ve l y  i r r t r us i ve  i n
light of the age and sex of the stu-
dent and the nature of the infrac-
t ion.  The goal  is  not  to  unduiy
burden school authorit ies in main-
taining order and yet prevent un-
restrained intrusions upon the
privacy of school children.

Familiarity with the guidelines
set forth by the Supreme Court
may assist Adventist educators in
applying the new legal principles.
A cursory reading of the case, l/ew
Jersey v. T.L.O., which can be
found in volume 105 of the
Supreme Court Reporter at page

733, wil l provide the basic knowl-
edge needed to address a similar
s l tuatron.

Despite the fact that the new
guidelines are not required to be
applied in private schools, we need
to recognize that they do fit within
a  Ch r i s t i an  pe rspec t i ve .  The
Golden Rule is  not  passe in Adven-
t is t  educat ion;  respect  l 'or  ind iv id-
ual  r ights as wcl l  as e lements of
fa i r  p lay should bc adoptcd as pol i -
c ies to help guide educatc l rs  as they
adn' r in is ter  schools.

Specifically, in addressing an
area of concern, such as search of
a pupi l  and/or  the seizure of  s tu-
dent property, Christian educators
must  remain sensi t ive to the funda-
mental  r ights of  pr ivacy to which
all persons-including students-
are entit led. The attention given
those rights in a potentially hurtful
search s i tuat ion,  coupled wi th a
basic awareness of proper legal
procedure, may help to maintain
order without harming the trust
re lat ionship between educators
and students.

Weeks of Spiritual
Emphasis

(Continued Jrom page 22)

the evening worship period. It may
be possible to arrange an early
morning prayer group in boarding
schools,  in  addi t ion to the two
regularly scheduled programs.

The program should not be too
long.  Thi r ty  to 35 minutes is  ade-
quate. A brief program will be
more l ikely to retain student inter-
est and enthusiasm.

Selecting the Theme

The theme of the week should be
selected by the class. Suggestions
may be offered by the staff advisor
if requested by the students, but
the young people should be al-
lowed to make the final decision.
Once the theme has been selected.
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