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'New Agenda'on
Women's Issues Needed

"The Amer icn Counci l  on Educat ion has cal led on col -
leges and univers i t ies to adopt  15 guidel ines a imed at
i m p r o v i n g  t h e  s t a t u s  o f  w o m e n  o n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s
camouses.

"The recommendat ions .  .  .  inc lude correct ing what  the
Iwr i ters of  the repor t ]  ca l l  inequi t ies in  h i r ing,  sa lar ies,
and tenure rates;  developing personnel  pol ic ies that
support  ch i ldren and fami l ies;  and support ing new schol-
a rsh io  on  women .

"The report also urges colleges to be aware of how
thei r  pol ic ies af fect  women f rom minor i ty  groups,  and i t
recommends the creat ion of  campus centers that  would
al low facul ty  members and students to d iscuss the
changing expectat ions of  men's and women's ro les .  .  .  .

"The repor t ,  ca l led 'The New Agenda of  Women for
Higher Educat ion, '  is  being d is t r ibuted to help col leges
meet  the needs of  women, who now const i tu te more
than hal f  o f  undergraduate enrol lments .  .  .  .

" ln  i ts  15 guidel ines,  the repor t  says that  co l leges
shou ld :

.  Seek a st rong commitment  f rom the campus leader-
ship to understand and address the concerns of  women
students,  facul ty  members,  and adminis t rators.

.  Correct  inequi t ies in  the h i r ing,  promot ion,  and sala-
r ies of  women.

o Provide a support ive 'campus c l imate '  in  the c lass-
room and beyond for  women.

o Consider  how campus-planning ef for ts  af fect  men
and women.

o Make a permanent  inst i tu t ional  commitment  to
women's s tudies.

r  Review al l  po l ic ies for  thei r  ef fect  on major i ty  women
and minor i ty  women and men.

o Establish effective policies to deal with the problem
of sexual harassment.

.  Prepare an annual  s tatus repor t  and inc lude data on
al l  women on the campus and informat ion on recru i t ing,
salar ies,  and tenure.

o Create an inventory that  assesses campus values
toward men and women, and examines how those values
affect efforts to improve the status of women

r Develop pol ic ies that  support  ch i ldren and fami l ies in
the broadest  sense,  inc luding matern i ty  and patern i ty
leaves,  f lex ib le tenure pol ic ies,  and chi ld  care.

.  Be commit ted to both the development  of  ta lent  and
the foster ing of  women's leadership,  inc luding minor i ty
women .

.  Appreciate the value of  d ivers i ty .
o Establ ish a commission that  can coordinate ef for ts  to

improve the status of  women.
.  Appoint  a senior  person whose formal  responsib i l i -

t ies inc lude advocacy for  women on campus

. Create a center for the exploration of community and
personal relationships that offers a comfortable climate
for  d iscussing new demands for  equi ty  between the
sexes."-fhe Chronicle of Higher Educati6n, January
27,1988.  Repr inted wi th permiss ion.  Copyr ight  1988 by
The Chronicle of Higher Education.

Student Loan Defaulters
Col lege dropouts,  fo l lowed by students f rom poor

economic backgrounds,  are the most  l ike ly  group to
defaul t  on Guaranteed Student  Loans,  concludes a sur-
vey conducted by the Univers i ty  of  Cal i forn ia at  Los
Angeles (UCLA).

The survey, which studied more than 6000 students at
230 communi ty  col leges and vocat ional  schools in  Cal i -
forn ia,  found that  38 percent  of  s tudents who dropped
out  oJ school  eventual ly  defaul ted on thei r  loans.  Only 17
percent  of  those who completed thei r  s tudies deJaul ted.

The study a lso found that  those who delaul t  are l ike ly
to be poor, to have litt le experience borrowing money,
and to have limited future earning prospects.

Accidents Are Leading Kil ler
of  Chi ldren

U.S. Surgeon General C. Everett Koop reported
recent ly  that  the Number 1 k i l ler  of  U.S.  ch i ldren is  not
infectious disease but common. oreventable accidents.

Koop said that  more chi ldren d ie f rom preventable
in jur ies each year  than f rom al l  ch i ldhood d iseases com-
bined.  In  1987 a lone,  near ly  8000 chi ldren age 14 and
younger were k i l led in  such accidents,  and 50,000 were
permanent ly  d isabled.

Academic Libraries Need to
Reassess Their Mission

"lf academic l ibraries are to measure themselves by
the serv ice they provide rather  than by the numbers of
books and journals they possess,  they need to decide
what services are important, says a committee of the
Association of College and Research Libraries.

" T h e  c o m m i t t e e .  .  .  w i l l  r e c o m m e n d  t h a t  l i b r a r i e s
study the needs oJ thei r  users before establ ish ing such
measures.  .  .  .

" ICommit tee members]  admit  that  many l ibrar ians
would rather  measure mi les of  f i l led shelves than the
efficacy oJ the reference desk or the circulation per
s t u d e n t . . . .

"The commit tee said academic l ibrar ies should meas-
ure per formance based on how wel l  they are able to
meet the needs o{ their patrons.

"One problem wi th that ,  Ms.  T iefe l  [chai rman of  the
commit teel  sa id,  is  that  most  l ibrar ies are not  sure what
patrons want .  L ibrar ies must  f i rs t  do surveys to deter-
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mine what  per  cent  of  the users '  needs are for  speci f ic
mater ia ls ,  what  per  cent  for  speci f ic  in format ion,  and
what  per  cent  for  in format ion on a subject , '  "  she said.  -
The Chronicle of Higher Education, January 27, jggg.
Repr inted wi th permiss ion.  Copyr ight  19g8 by The
Chronicle of Higher Education.

One-Half of young Adults Face
Bleak Economic prospects

"A new report  by a nat ional  panel  paints a gr im pic ture
of  the economic real i t ies fac ing the 20 mi l l ion 16-  to 24-
year-o lds in  [ the U.S. ]  whose formal  educat ion ends wi th
high school .

"Lacking e i ther  the credent ia ls  to f ind a ,good'  job or
the resources to s tar t  a  fami ly ,  these young people face
economic prospects considerably b leaker  than those of
ear l ier  generat ions,  according to the repor t ."Such youths-dubbed 'the forgotten half ' by the panel
- typ ical ly  ' f lounder '  for  several  years in  dead-end jobs.
The results of those wasted years, it says, are frustra-
tion for the young people and a 9240-bil l ion loss to the na-
t ional  economy in unreal ized earnings and income taxes."  'The p l ight  of  " the forgot ten hal f  , "  never  easy,  nas
become a la rm ing , ' sa id  Ha ro ld  Howe  2nd ,  a  f o rmer  U .S .
commissioner  of  educat ion and the chai rman of  the
commission that  produced the repor t ."  'This  nat ion may face a future d iv ided not  a long l ines
of  race or  geography but  of  educat ional  at ta inment , '  the
report warns.

"  'The Forgot ten Hal f :  Non-Col lege youth in  Amer ica, '
is  the product  of  the year- long examinat ion of  the sub-
ject  by the 19-member commission,  which inc luded
p r o m i n e n t  e d u c a t o r s ,  b u s i n e s s  l e a d e r s ,  a n d
socio logis ts .  .  .  .

"The repor t  is  among the f i rs t  to  take a comprehensive
look at  the 50 per  cent  of  the nat ion 's  young people who
do not  go on to col lege-a group that  i t  says has been
largely ignored by the education-reform movement."The problems fac ing young people stem f rom the
rapid t ransformat ions that  have shaken the nat ion 's
e c o n o m y  i n  r e c e n t  d e c a d e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e
c o m m i s s i o n . . . .

"The jobs open to new high-school  graduates are
largely par t - t ime,  low-paying,  and lack ing in  benef i ts ,
opportuni t ies for  career  advancement,  and stabi l i tv . . . .
according to the study.

" [The commission cal ls  for  a 950-bi l l ion in fus ion of
federal  funds in to programs such as Head Star t ,  subsi -
d ies to schools that  serve the d isadvantaged,  and job
tra in ing. l  The commissioners a lso urge educators,  busi -
ness leaders,  and government  of f ic ia ls  to band together
to lend th is  group a hand 'up the ladder. '  Such ef for ts ,
the repor t  says,  might  inc lude redi rected vocat ional  edu-
cat ional  programs,  career  in ternships,  mentors f rom the
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communi ty ,  and volunteer  serv ice for  the young,  among
other  possib i l i t ies." -Educat ion Week,  vo l .  V l l ,  No.  1g.
January 27,1988.  Repr inted by permiss ion.

Parents of Handicapped
Chi ldren Can cet  Help
Through pen pals

Parents with handicapped children can get support
f rom other  fami l ies wi th s imi lar  problems througn a new
pen pal program set up by The Exceptional parent, a mag-
azine for such families.

With help f rom the Disabled Students 'Serv ice Center
at the University of Massachusetts in Boston, the maga-
z ine is  developing a system for  matching people wi th
s imi lar  in terests.

Parents who wish to correspond wi th others wnose
chi ldren have s imi lar  d isabi l i t ies should send a le t ter
descr ib ing thei r  in terests and thei r  ch i ld 's  age,  sex,  in ter-
ests, and type of handicap to The Exceptional parent,
296 Boylston St., Boston, Massachusetts 021 16.

Involv ing Parents in  Math
Instruction

To help promote parents '  in terest  and involvement  in
thei r  ch i ld 's  mathemat ics educat ion,  the Nat ional  Coun-
cil of Teachers of Mathematics has published a free
pamphlet ,  "How to Be the Plus in  Your Chi ld 's  Mathemat-
ics Educat ion."

The pamphlet  suggests act iv i t ies for  parents that  can
reinforce chi ldren 's  math sk i l ls  at  home, inc luding , ,How

to Use the Power of  Calculators to Learn,"  "How to Use
Your Home as a Learning Center , "  "How to Use the
Newspaper As a Mathemat ics Educat ion Tool , "  and"How to Use the Home Computer  to lmprove Math
Sk i l l s . "

To order  "How to Be the Plus in  your  Chi ld 's  Mathe-
mat ics Educat ion,"  send a sel f -addressed.  s tamped
business-s ized envelope to the Nat ional  Counci l  o f
Teachers of  Mathemat ics,  Parents l l ,  1906 Associat ion
Dr., Reston, VA 22091 .

A Look at the U.S. Non-English
Speaking Population

More than 10 percent  of  Amer icans aged f ive and over
speak a language other  than Engl ish at  home, the 1gg0
census showed.  Of  the 23 mi l l ion people who reported
speaking other  languages,  a lmost  56 percent  sa id they
spoke Engl ish "very wel l , "  26 percent  repor ted "wel l , "  13
percent reported "not well," and 5 percent reported that
they spoke Engl ish "not  at  a l l . "

About  43 percent  of  a l l  Amer icans who speak a lan-
guage other  than Engl ish are Hispanic.  Al though only 7
percent of Mexican Americans reported that they could
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not  speak Engl ish at  a l l ,  Mexican Amer icans were the
largest  category of  persons who could not  speak Engl ish
-568,000 persons.  Proport ionate ly  more Cubans than
any other  group ident i f ied said they could not  speak Eng-
l i sh  (15  pe rcen t ) .

About  20 percent  of  persons of  French,  l ta l ian,  or  Po-
l ish ancestry  repor ted speaking a language other  than
Engl ish at  home, but  only  7 percent  of  German
Amer icans.

Among the 3.5 mi l l ion Asians and Paci f ic  ls landers
l iv ing in  the Uni ted States,  about  two-th i rds said they
spoke a language other  than Engl ish at  home, though
there were wide var iat ions in  the percentage,  depending
on the country of  or ig in.  The Vietnamese were most
l ike ly  to speak another  language at  home; the Japanese
least  l ike ly .

Some 70 percent  of  a l l  immigrants-and 84 percent  of
people who immigrated between 1970 and 1980-said
that  they spoke a language other  than Engl ish at  home.
But  more thar i  hal f  o f  a l l  people who speak a language
other  than Engl ish were born in  the U.S.  Only 42 percent
were fore ign born.

Di f ferences among the var ious ethnic groups in  the
use of  languages other  than Engl ish resul t  f rom several
factors:  the length of  t ime s ince they immigrated to the
U .S . ,  t he  age  d i s t r i bu t i on  w i th in  t he  g roup ,  and  whe the r
they l ive among other  speakers of  thei r  language or  in  an
Engl ish-only envi ronment .

Kudos for Teachers
From Parents

"Parents showed thei r  appreciat ion for  the t ime and
effort teachers put into parent-teacher conferences at
East  Lansing (Mich.)  High School .  Ard is  Heacock,  pres i -
dent  of  the parent  counci l ,  organized groups of  parents
to prov ide snacks throughout  conference t ime,  which
of ten runs f rom late af ternoon into the n ight  wi th l i t t le
break. Teachers say the food is great, but even better is
the thought fu lness and appreciat ion the parents are
showing."-/t Sfarts in the Classroom, September .1986.

Reprinted with permission from /t Starts ln the C/ass-
room. Copyr ight  1986,  Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Relat ions
Associat ion.

Profi le of Typical Child Molester
"The typ ical  ch i ld  molester  is  a male who has abused

an average oI 117 youngsters, most of whom he was
already acquainted wi th,  according to researchers who
have completed the most extensive review oJ child sex-
abuse cases ever.

"The study paid for  by the Nat ional  Inst i tu te of  Menta l
Heal th,  examined 571 of fenders who said they had
abused a tota l  o f  67,000 chi ldren.  IDr .  Gene Abel  and
Judi th Baker,  who conducted the 2O-year s tudyl  found

that  boys are tar  more l ike ly  to be v ic t ims of  abuse than
had been previously  bel ieved,  and that  two-th i rds of  a l l
v ic t ims molested outs ide the home are boys.

"Gir ls  are more f requent ly  the targets of  'hands-ofJ '

c r imes ,  such  as  exh ib i t i on i sm and  w indow peep ing  wh i l e
boys are more l ike ly  to be the v ic t ims of  'hands-on'

a b u s e . . . .
"The researchers . . . also concluded that-contrary to

the belief of many experts on sex crimes-offenders typ-
ica l ly  do not  l imi t  themselves to one type of  of fense or
age group,  or  to  v ic t ims f rom outs ide the fami ly . " -
Educat ion Week,  vo l .  V l ,  No.  1,  September 17,  1986.
Repr inted by permiss ion.

Basic Skil ls for Vocational
Education

Teaching basic  sk i l ls  in  vocat ional  educat ion programs
is the focus of  a recent  addi t ion to a ser ies of  resources
for  improving teaching f rom the Nat ional  Center  for
Research in  Vocat ional  Educat ion.  The module is  a sel f -
conta ined inst ruct ional  packet  that  deta i ls  what  sk i l ls
teachers must  master  to demonstrate competencies in
s ix  areas:  basic  and technical  reading,  wr i t ing,  ora l
communicat ions,  math,  and surv iva l  sk i l ls .  For  in forma-
t ion on "Category M,"  wr i te  NCRVE, Ohio State Univer-
s i ty ,  Box N,  1960 Kenny St . ,  Columbus,  OH 43210.

Teachers Cite Latchkey Situations
as Cause of Learning oistress

"A majority of teachers believe that the main reason
thei r  s tudents have learn ing d i f f icu l t ies is  because they
are left unsupervised at home after achool, a new
nat ionwide pol l  o f  teachers and parents has found.

"When asked to rank several possible causes of aca-
demic d is t ress,  teachers c i ted la tchkey s i tuat ions more
frequent ly  than pover ty  and s ingle-parent  fami l ies.

"Moreover. the oroblem of after-school isolation was
found to be prevalent  in  both urban and rura l  par ts  of  the
country and to cut  across socio-economic l ines.  .  .  .

"Leaving students unat tended af ter  school  was the
most  c i ted cr i t ic ism of  parents by teachers.  l t  was a lso
thei r  main focus in  at t r ibut ing b lame for  learn ing prob-
lems,  a l though such school  factors as automat ic  promo-
t ions and impersonal  teaching sty les were a lso c i ted.  . . .

"Many parents,  the survey Jound,  would l ike schools to
take a more active role in providing after-school care.
Most  of  those quest ioned said they would be wi l l ing to
place thei r  ch i ld  in  a school-organized af ter-school  pro-
gram. A malor i ty  sa id they would be wi l l ing to pay for
such programs i f  school  funds were inadequate.

"The report, based on a survey of 1,000 teachers and
2,000 parents,  a lso l is ts  these { indings:

o Parents and teachers favor consulting one another
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on d isc ip l ine pol icy,  changes in ext racurr icu lar  act iv i t ies,
and curr icu la.  But  6 out  of  10 teachers feel  that  they
should have f ina l  say on grading standards and home-
work pol ic ies.

o Urban and s ingle parents are the most  l ike ly  to want
a c lose re lat ionship wi th thei r  ch i ld 's  teacher,  but  parents
wi th col lege educat ions and h igher  income levels are
more l ike ly  to be in  c lose contact  wi th the school .

. Both parents and teachers feel awkward about init iat_
rng contact  wi th one another .  More than hal f  o f  the
teachers surveyed said they felt uneasy about approach-
Ing a parent  to  d iscuss thei r  ch i ld 's  problems.  About  a
f ifth of the parents expressed such reluctance."-
Educat ion Week,  vo l .  V l l ,  No.  1,  September g.  - lgg7.

Repr inted by permiss ion.

Tracking problem T€achers
The National Association of State Directors of Teacher

Educat ion and Cert i f icat ion has establ ished a nat ional
Teacher ldent i f icat ion Clear inghouse that  wi l l  exchange
the names of  people,  across state l ines,  whose l icense to
teach has been revoked,  denied,  or  suspended for  cause
since 1972.  Par t ic ipat ing states wi l l  update the l is t
regular ly .

Calculators Called
Classroom Basics

The National Council of Teachers of Mathematics says
handheld calculators should take thei r  r ight fu l  p lace in
c lassrooms.  Students should begin c lassroom calculat_
ing as ear ly  as k indergar ten,  the counci l  says and calcu_
lators should be avai lable for  s tudents to use whi le
they ' re tak ing tests.  The counci l  adds that  the advent  of
calculators means reth ink ing the teaching of  such basic
mathemat ic  components as f ract ions,  decimals,  and
percentages; calculators perform those operations more
accurately and effectively than most students do usino
penci l  and paper.

Hotl ine for Drug Abuse
Do you need help with youth or family problems result-

ing f rom drug,  a lcohol ,  or  other  chemical  use?
Call the hotl ine sponsored by the Association of

Adventist Parents for Drug-Free youth (AAp) and main-
ta ined by Advent is t  In format ion Min is t r ies in  Berr ien
Spr ings,  Michigan.

Twenty-four hours a day competent Christian opera-
tors are available to aid parents, young people, or others
who have a problem wi th or  are concerned about  chemi-
cal  dependency.  Since th is  is  not  a cr is is- in tervent ion
hot l ine but  rather  a referra l  serv ice,  ca l lers wi l l  be out  in
touch wi th someone in thei r  communi ty-a professional
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or a parent who has experienced and been trained to
deal with such problems-someone who cares about
thei r  feel ings and needs.  Appropr iate mater ia ls  wi l l  be
sent upon request. Confidentiality is assured.

The hot l ine number for  the Uni ted States is  1-g00-253-
3000. Michigan residents should call 1-616-472-3522:
Alaska residents, 1-800-253-3002. Canadians mav call
1 -800-327-1 300.

High School and Elementary
School Cooperate to
Benefit  Students

"Having a h igh school  ad. iacent  to  i ts  grounds is  con-
s idered qui te an asset  by St i r l ing Elementary School  in
Hol lywood,  F lor ida.  Pr inc ipal  John Drag points out  two
of  them: (1)  A group of  24 h igh school  s tudents work
wi th e lementary pupi ls  for  two months as c lassroom
tutors,  and then return to the h igh school  to  conduct  a
preschool  ch i ld  care c lass.  (2)  A group of  h igh school
ar t is ts  have been 'commissioned' to 

create murals  on the
l ibrary wal ls  as wel l  as the exter ior  wal ls  of  the of f ice and
cafeteria."-/t Starts in the Classroom, May, 19g5.
Reprinted by permission from /t Starts in the Ctassroom.
C o p y r i g h t  1 9 8 5 ,  N a t i o n a l  S c h o o l  p u b l i c  R e l a t i o n s
Associat ion.

TV as a Teaching Tool
"A set of f loor to ceil ing drapes and a portable VCR

have transformed a corner of the Valley Stream (N.y.)
Memor ia l  Junior  High School  Teacher Center  in to an
effective teaching tool. When the drapes are drawn, the
corner  becomes a min i te lev is ion studio where students
can be taped doing a variety of assignments. played
back later these tapes facil i tate indepth crit iques by stu-
dents and teachers a l ike.  Dur ing the f i rs t  few months,  the
facil i ty, located off the l ibrary, was used extensively by
Engl ish,  socia l  s tudies and fore ign language c lasses." -
/t Starts in the Classroom, May 1985. Reprinted by per-
mission from /t Sfarts in the Classroom. Copyright ' lgg5,

National School Public Relations Association

Dipscam Results in Successful
Prosecution

Operators of a diploma mill operation offering degrees
from associate through doctorate with accompanying
transcripts, have recently been indicted by a federal
grand jury in  North Carol ina.

Norman Bradley Fowler, several relatives and others
have been accused of  operat ing numerous d ip loma mi l ls
and/or f ictional accrediting agencies in Switzerland,
Belg ium, France,  England,  the Nether lands,  and West
Germany.
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Using the names of  leg i t imate schools such as Roose-

velt, Cromwell, Lafayette, and De Paul universit ies,
Fowler offered degrees costing from $365 to $740, as
well as backdating and verif ication to employers and
other  educat ional  inst i tu t ions.

Officials from the actual universit ies, along with "grad-

uates"  of  the d ip loma mi l l ,  test i f ied at  the two-and-a-hal f
week t r ia l ,  which resul ted in  a 29-count  ind ic tment  on
conspiracy,  a id ing and abet t ing,  and mai l  f  raud.-
Reported by AACRAO Data Dispenser, January 1988.

Sex Education Resources
To help put parents and teachers together with reliable

sources for establishing an effective dialogue with child-
ren about sexuality and growth, The Sex Education Coa-
l i t ion publ ishes "The Media Cata log,"  a l is t ing of  f i lms,
f i lmstr ios.  and v ideos.

Organizations such as Planned Parenthood, The
American Red Cross, The March of Dimes Birth Defect
Foundation and library systems provide materials. The
catalog details what is available with an annotated bibli-
ography l is t ing the year  i t  was made,  i ts  length,  and what
audience i t  is  in tended for .  Lending pol ic ies are a lso
( inc luded.

Topics range from adolescent sexuality, pregnancy
including pregnancy after 35), and parenting to puberty,
sexually transmitted diseases, and AIDS.

Send $4.50 to the Sex Educat ion Coal i t ion,  2001 O St . ,
Washington, DC 20036 for the catalog or write for addi-
t ional  in format ion.

What Are Today's College
Freshmen Like?

Compared to the ear ly  1970s,  when col lege f reshmen
placed a h igh pr ior i ty  on developing a meaningfu l  phi lo-
sophy of l i fe, 70 percent of today's freshmen list as an
important goal "to be very well off f inancially."

Liberal-arts programs have been the losers. Hardest
h i t  have been the humani t ies,  the f ine and per forming
arts ,  and the socia l  sc iences.  In  1966 these three d isc i -
plines accounted for 33 percent of freshmen. Today they
represent only 24 percent.

The largest share of students who have chosen a
career want to be business executives (13 percent).
Engineering comes second, accounting for 10 percent of
incoming f reshmen.  Computer  sc ience is  a lso a popular
career choice.

Girls now outnumber boys at American colleges,
increasing from 45 percent to 53 percent of students
between 1970 and 1985. Female enrollment in post-
g r a d u a t e  p r o g r a m s ,  l a w ,  a n d  m e d i c i n e  h a s  a l s o
i ncreased.

Young men are now less interested in pursuing profes-
sional degrees (20 percent of freshmen expressed an
interest, compared to 25 percent in 1970). However, the
percentage of young women interested in those degrees
has a lmost  doubled- f rom 10 percent  to  18 percent .  In
1970, 31 percent of f reshmen women planned careers as
elementary or secondary teachers; today, only 

.10 per-
cent of entering f reshmen women plan to teach after they
graduate.

"ln short, the careers that have been steadily gaining in
popularity generally do not require education beyond the
bachelor 's  degree and are a l l  re lat ive ly  h igh-paying.  In
contrast, the careers that show decreasing popularity
either require advanced training and/or are relatively
low-paying,"  concluded a study publ ished by the Coop-
erative Institutional Research Program at the American
Council on Education.-Reported in American Demo-
g raph ics, Spetember 1 987.

States'Teacher Tests Too Simple,
Study Concludes

"State efforts to improve teacher quality by requiring
that candidates pass a test before receiving their l icenses
may weed out only the most incompetent teachers,
according to the coordinator of a new federal study.

"The report, 'What's Happening in Teacher Testing: An
Analysis of State Teacher Testing Practices,' shows that,
with the exception of Alaska and lowa, every state has
adopted a teacher-testing program, or plans to do so.

"As of April, 1987, 44 states required-or planned to
require-that prospective teachers pass a written test in
order to be fully certif ied. Twenty-seven states had sim-
ilar reouirements for admission to teacher-education
programs. And three states-Arkansas, Georgia, and
Texas-reouired tests of veteran teachers.

"But  according to Lawrence M. Rudner,  who helped
design and coordinate the study, many of the testing
p rog rams  do  no t  p rov ide  ' adequa te  s tanda rds '  t o
improve the quality of instruction in the classroom.

"Mr. Rudner. . . said that most teacher tests focus on
's imple l i teracy 'sk i l ls ,  such as basic  reading,  wr i t ing,  and
math. They do not require candidates to demonstrate
advanced levels of competence. . . .

"The study analyzed data on 10 states that use the
National Teacher Examination, a set of standardized
tests created by the Educational Testing Service.

"Applicants in those states had to answer only an
average ol 47 out of '104 questions to be certif ied.

" 'Given that the tests are not diff icult and the passing
scores appear to be relatively low, one would expect vir-
tually everyone to pass teacher-certif ication examina-
nations,' wrote Mr. Rudner. Yet this is not the case.'
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" ln  the 22 states that  make thei r  pass- fa i l  ra tes publ ic .
about  17 percent  of  teacher candidates fa i l  the tests
required for  cer t i f icat ion.  . . .

"The report notes that minority candidates generally
fare much worse on written teacher exams than do
whi tes.

"But  a chapter  on the impact  of  test ing on minor i ty
groups,  wr i t ten by Bernard R.  Gi f ford,  dean of  the grad_
uate school  of  educat ion at  the Univers i ty  of  Cal i forn ia at
Berkeley,  s tates that  the per formance of  minor i ty  candi-
dates is  improving.

" ln  Cal i forn ia,  33 percent  of  b lack candidates tak ing
the state test required for certif ication passed in 19g5-
up f rom 26 percent  in  1983.  The passing rate for  whi te
test-takers in 1985, however, was 81 percent.

"Mr. Gifford suggested that the problem was less with
the tests than with the early education received by minor-
ity students.

" 'What teacher-test results indicate is that the educa-
t ion of  our  chi ldren,  especia l ly  those f rom minor i ty  and
low- income fami l ies,  must  be improved, ,  he wrote." -
Educat ion Week,  vo l .  V l l ,  No.  2,  September 16.  1gg7.
Repr inted by permiss ion.

Changing Demographics in
School  Enro l lment

In  1981 ,  at  least  35 percent  of  a l l  U.S.  publ ic-school
students came from minority groups in seven states and
the Dist r ic t  o f  Columbia.  Another  11 states had at  least
25 percent  minor i ty  enro l lment  in  thei r  schools.  These
states inc lude many of  the most  populous in  the nat ion:
Cal i forn ia,  New York,  Texas,  l l l ino is ,  F lor ida,  Georgia,
North Carol ina,  Vi rg in ia,  and Louis iana.

Al though the tota l  number of  school-age chi ldren
decl ined by 7.6 mi l l ion between 1970 and tg-AS, tne oer-
centage of  minor i ty  s tudents in  publ ic  schools rose f rom
24 percent in 1976 to 28.8 percent in 19g4, and is
expected to reach 38.4 percent nationwide by the year
2O}}.-Washington Post, October 1'1, 19g7, A23.

Few Colleges Closing
There are 3389 accredited colleges and universit ies in

the United States. Fewer than 10 percent have closed
thei r  doors s ince 1977-1978,  and only four  c losed in
1 984-1 985.

However, the traditional pool of freshmen is decreas-
ing,  making i t  necessary for  adminis t rators to s ize up the
compet i t ion,  look for  new k inds of  s tudents,  and market
their schools more effectively.

Overal l ,  the new st rategies seem to be work ing.
Between 1985 and 1986,  as the number of  h igh school

38 ADVENTIST EDUCATION . OCTOBER - NOVEMBER 1988

graduates decl ined by 68,000,  the number of  co l lege
freshmen increased by 150,000.  Enrol lment  in  two- and
four-year  col leges rose f rom ' l  1  .5 mi l l ion in  1g7T to 12.4
mill ion in 1986.-American Demographics, September
1 987.

Bright Ideas

Pen Pals
. "As part of the writ ing program at Northeast School

in Stamford, Conn., Barbara Rand's first graders share
stor ies at  a nurs ing home in the neighborhood.  At
Thanksgiv ing,  turkey favors and 'We are thankfu l 's tor ies
were sent  to  indiv idual  pat ients and for  d isp lays on the
bul le t in  boards.  The c lass wrote ' love le t ters ' to  oat ients
for Valentine's Day. As the year progresses, each student'adopts '  a  pat ient  as a pen pal .  'This  shar ing and car ing
has been gratifying to the elderly.' Rand writes, 'and has
provided an extra goal  for  the students in  thei r  wr i t ing. '  "
-/t Starfs in the Classroorn, September 1987. Reprinted
by permission from /t Starts in the Classroom. Copyright
1987,  Nat ional  School  Publ ic  Relat ions Associat ion.

Students Design and Build Houses
o "A house construct ion pro ject ,  which t radi t ional ly

belongs to the industr ia l  ar ts  c lasses,  involves v i r tual ly
everybody in Hi l lcrest  High School  in  Spr ingf ie ld,  MO. A
local  bui lder  works wi th the school  to  br ing students in  a
variety of classes into the act of designing a house from
the ground up.  In  addi t ion to industr ia l  ar ts  s tudents,  i t
involves those in ar t ,  business,  home economics and
math. lncluded in the project have been methods of
f inancing,  zoning regulat ions,  bui ld ing codes,  and mate-
r ia ls  select ion.  Others wi l l  be involved in the actual  con-
struction phase of the house, to be located in a new
subdivision near the school."-/f Sfarfs ln the C/ass-
room, November 1986.

Chance Jars
o "We all know about ' job jars' but there's a 'chance

jar' in West Powellhurst Elementary School, portland,
OR, that gives students a chance to be rewarded for kind
or courteous acts. The idea, as dreamed up by principal
Harriet Jackson, is to place a student's name in 'Jack-

son's  Chance Jar '  any t ime he or  she is  observed by a
staf f  member doing some act  of  k indness.  Each Fr iday,
just  before lunch,  f ive names are drawn and the winners
get a special treat and the chance to eat lunch with Jack-
son.  Al l  s tudents wi th thei r  names in the jar  get  a specia l
certif icate to take home explaining why."-/l Sfarfs rn
the C/assroom, May 1985.
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T i l  A O  H  i l  H  S
Students Learn to Write-
for Businesses

r  "Local  businesses were inv i ted to soonsor indiv idual
students as wr i ters oJ adver t is ing in  Jasper County,  GA.,
with the cooperation of the local newspaper, the Monti-
cello News. During a 'Writing Festival Week,' business-
people visit classrooms to meet students, participate
in wr i t ing exerc ises and te l l  young wr i ters about  thei r
businesses.  The youngsters took notes,  and then devel -
oped ads for  the par t ic ipat ing businesses.  Teachers took
the f in ished ads to the businesses and col lected $20 each
to pay for  p lac ing the ads in  a specia l  sect ion in  the
newspaper. More than 40 businesses and students par-
t ic ipated.  AJter  cover ing i ts  costs for  pr in t ing,  the news-
paper refunded $120 to the schools to cont inue the pro j -
ect .  Curr icu lum Director  Mary Lou Jordan noted that  the
program was an appl icat ion of  the phi losophy that  ' the

way to teach wri t ing is to let  the students wri te. '  "- / t

Starts in the Classroom. Seotember 1984.

Hospital Adopts School
e "When a school is 'adopted'  by a hospital ,  there

are some side benef i ts.  When Riverside Hospital
jo ined with Warwick High School in Newport News,
VA, in a cooperat ive effort  to boost the instruct ional
program, i t  enabled the school to tap into the hospi-
tal 's diverse staff .  Act iv i t ies include student vis i ts to
study computer appl icat ions, guest speakers on alco-
hol and drug abuse, and a Health Fair  that includes
blood typing, blood pressure readings and body fat
measurements. Al l  that plus a special  bonus: a stress
clinic for teachers."-/t Slarts in the Classroom,
March '1985. tr

HOT BOUDIN
GOLD GOUS.GOUS
Crntirtrred .fronr 1n14c 30

sLlpc-rioriry, ovcr othcrs rathcr tltan l-rt'
w o r k i n g  u , i t h  t l t c r n .  A  c o o p c r a t i v e l v
orientecl pcrson clcfines rcu'arcls in ar-r
rct ivi tv in a wav thxt ntakes t l-rcnt avai l
able to cvcn()nr' anrl sccs goal acl-ricvc
ment as maximizing rervarcls for all panic
ipants  th rough coorc l in l r tcc l  ac t ion .
lncl iviclual ist icalh'  oricntecl pcrs()ns see
revvercls as unrc'laterl to the bchavirtr of
rxher l tanicipents lnd goal achieventcnt
as ho'nl 'ncl l  orrc's beltavior lreasrlres up
to stanclarcls basr-cl on lters<xtal criteri:r.

Vhile rnanv belier.c tl-rat success in lifc
t l c ' n t : t n t l s  : t  ( ( ) r l t l ) c t i l i \ C  ( ) r i c n t J l i ( ) n .  J
person u'ho cornbir-re-s a str()ng desire frtr
Irchievernent r '" ' i th a crxtperativc or incl i
vidual ist ic orierrtat iot-r is just as l ikelv to
bc successful.24 I-if't: is reallv rnore ctxrlr
erative than c()mpetitive. Slton soci<tlogist
Gcorge'Sage argues that spon providcs a
p<xrr preparatior-r firr lrfe. The wiclcspread
incidence of deliberate rule breaking mav
encoLlrage and reinfrrrce attitudes, r'alues,
and bchaviors that flotrt s<rien"s nornts.2s
St - l t r ' css  l t t  l t i t ' re t l  t l t r ,  r t tgh  (  (x ) l )e rJ t i \ c  ( ) r
inclividr.ralistic metl-urcls is cenainh' more
in harmonv vn ith tlre Aclvcntist vier"' of life
and the nccds of the rvorld in n'hich vu'e
l ive.

Competition usr.ralIt' leads to conforr-n,
in' among competitors and stifles crea

ti\.in', Losers nrav subseclucntl,v ftrcc lif-c
u'ith the clisaclvantage ol' a ptxrr sclf
i rnage.26 Cornpcti t ivc rclat ionships also
gent:rlrtr- hosti lit1, arrong those i rtvolvecl.
I lor ' , 'cvcr, this can be :rvoiclccl i f  parr ici
pants sharc a conrmon goal that supcr
cccles that of comltctitive suctess.2T

Although competit iorr is an inlterent
part of sport, opltonunitics firr cornltining
conrl-rctitivc n'ith c<xrperatrvc encl incli
virltralistic rcr.vard structure-s d<t exist. F<tr
exarnplc-. a spon actir,'iti'cen be strll('trlreLl
so that competit ive outc()me is not thc
onll' basis firr clcfining success or f-ailr.rrc.
Ilecogniti()r or rcw:rrcls can be given to
participents frrr personal achicve-ment
irrespectir.'c of n'inning or ktsing, This can
be accomplishecl r,l'hcrr 1tafticipants arc.
prirnarih'  interestecl in enjoving a groul l
experience or clcvck4ring personal ski l ls.
\ l 'hi lc nrx el iminating c()mpetit ion, this
metl-tocl reclefines it througlr thc usc <>f
crxrperative and inci iviclual ist ic orienta
t ior-rs.28 l t  is impossible to clesign strch a
sett ing f irr  intcrschrxrl  spoft,  but i t  can
r.vork in an intramural 1)rogram.

An Undemocratic Program
J. Interscbool spofi is elitist b1 nattrre.

Onlv a few can panicipate while the
rnajorin' of stuclents are relegated to the
role of spect:rtors. Intercollegiate athletics
frequentlv monopolize pliysical ecluca,
tion personnel, resources, and facilities
that could be used bv all students in ph,vs
ical eclucatior-r, recreation, and intramural
spon pr()grams, One of the best things
about intramurals is their democratic

nature; al l  stu(lents can panicipatc ancl
en jov v"holcs<)rrc recreati()n. As an addecl
bonus, intranrurals arc rclativelt' inexpen
str t '  l tnt l  slr le l i  rr  1l: tnit  i l l l rnts.

Sports and School Spir i t
4. I)espite proponents' claints, inter

scbottl sprtrt rktcs rtol really generatc
u'bolcsomc schottl spirit and ttnil.y. ln real
itr'', it tcncls to crL-ate lm()ng stuclents a
superficial, transitory spirit that sul-x'effs
the cclr,rcational goals alrcl ohjectivcs of
the scl-t<xrl .  lntcrschtxrl  spon uncleniably
generatcs spir i t ,  btrt  is i t  rcal ly the best
spirit firr a school, particularll'an Acl\,ent
ist scl-rtxrli' [)oes the spirit gcncratccl b1'
intcrscl-r<xrl s1-:ort realll' have anv relati<tn
ship to the r lual i tv of the rcst of the
sch<xrl program-l Research suggests that it
cl<tes not.2e

lnterschool sp()rt is n()t the onl1,, nor
tl-re- bcst \\rav to promote sch<xrl spirit.
English sp()rt soci()logist Anita V4.rite said,

[T]here are other equallv effectt'e mechanisms
ft rr gr 'ncrl l i r ' tg rtr t t l  nt l t inl .r ining J (\ ,r l)()r:rr( '
identit,v, firr cxanrple, commur-ritv aicl pr<r
grams, funclraising activitics f<rr schrxrl projects
or charitable causes. An_v activity in utich inrli
vicluals frr>m a scl.t<xrl corporatel,v -engage,

representing the schrxrl as a unit, rvhich is rec
ognized as nrrrths'hile bv significant rxhers
inside ancl outsrde the scli<xrl, can fulfill this
intcgrativc firnction. Spon is not the onlv inte
gra t ing  fo rce ,  anc l  o ther  ac t i v i t ies  n 'h ich
in \ .o lve  mOrc  genu ine  par t i c ipa t ion  [ than
cl.ree'ring a spon tearn] mal' be equallv if not
more r"'<trthn'hile.3o

The imponance of athletic achieve-
ment in the scx'ial organization of high
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