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The Relevance
of Feelings

ow we teach reveals much ab()ut ollr ideas of education. \We

teach small cl-rildren the names of things. Then, by means of
reading, we reqllire them to visr"rall_v rec()gnize those names. We
teach them to count obiects. Thr-rs we abstract things or-rt o[ the
chilcl's experience, obiectifu tl.rem, and return them on a quan

titative, externally referenced basis. Piaget has shown, l-rowever, that chilclren
learn about things by the way they feelab<'tvt them as they behold them in
relationship to rxher things. Thus, wl-rile we edttcate by verbal, objectir.e
means, we learn visually and sensuously in internally referencecl ways.

Many recent movements have called for us t() get in toucl.t with our
feelings. Recent stuclies in right ar-rd left brain activity hal'e takcn on a life of
the ir own. The civil rights ancl w()men's movemcnts have challengecl racisn.t
and sexism, f<rrcing us to acknowleclge the feelir-rgs and cxperiences of
blacks, American Inclians, and other minorities ir-r a white male sociery.

TWentieth-century writers of phenomenology such as I Ieideggar Llrge a
rcturn t() the qualit ies ancl poetrv of things. Ecological movements realizc
that the health <lf the planet clepends upon the way human beings think ancl
feel about their experiences with the eanh. High on the current best-seller
l ists are thc works of the late Joseph Campbell, a scholar who wr()te exten-
sively about the myhical imagination ancl its nLrmerous cr.rltural expressions.
A desire to retrlrn to f-eclings gtriclecl some of the earliest 20th-century artists,
who had become disgtrstecl with a public wl.ro saw painting as a mcrc collec
tion of things that could be namccl.

Shoulcl these movements affect Seventh dav Aclvcntist ecltrcators? Shoulcl
we care abor.rt tl.re emotional livcs of our stuclents or the development ancl
expressi<tn of their feelings? In the 1960s I was among th()se stuclents wh()
appealed firr relevance in education. Unfrrrtunately, our clemancl was large lv
answered in economic and pragmatic terms. Scl-uxrls ancl Llnivcrsities
already t(x) immersecl in the business mentality-answerecl the clemancl firr
relevance by shaping collrses to en.rphasize jobs and careers. Tir then.r rele-
vancc meant a means t<> a material encl.

Perhaps no one noticed, however, that many of those who were secking
relevance were majors in philosophy, history, ancl the arts. $(/e wcrc sceking
meaning, n()t money. Ve deeply felt the injr-rstices ancl indifference ()f our
sociery ancl wanted to understand our experience and those of others. Vc
needed our feelings recognized and affirmed. Ve rebelled against the nam
ing of things and the dispensing of information, and were consequently
misundersto<d by an authoritarian system that had little interest in the ambi-
guiry of feelings or human expcrien('es.

Authrrritarianism perceives education in terms of control.In this view, the
teaching of l i terature, drama, music, or the arts-these meditrms of the
personal and the experiential-must provide answers; sensuousness must
be suspect; ambiguity must give way to logic and poetry to reason. Education
must deal with explication rather than evocation, and the arts-if includecl at
all-must emphasize the "how to" and be justified by the demands of the

iob market.
If education is about life, however, and the process of being, then it must

include the personal and experiential, the sensuous and poetic. Science
teaches us about the physical properties of light; technology teaches us how
to apply light phenomena to pragmatic purposes. The ans, on the other

Continued on page 41

Cheryl letter is Prcfessor of Art and. Arcbitecture at Andretus Uniuersity, Berien Springs,
Micbigan. Sbe bolds degrees in music and Englisb, and is working on a Pb.D. in Comparatiue
Arts uith ,najors in tbe bistory of painting, sculpture, and architecture.
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THE RETEUANGE OF FEETINGS
Continued from page J

hand, allow us to emotionallv participate with l ight so that our experiences
and feelings provide the basis for understanding Jesus' metaphor in saf ing
"l am the l ight of the world."

Feelings are the source of meaning in our lir.'es. Or-rt of our experiences
and feelings we learn to think and reason. The poet Ezra Pound once de-
scribed experience as a "sudden emotion," an "lnstant q'hen something
outward and objective transforms itself, or darts into a thing inward and
subjective." He could have described understanding, meaning, and knonl
edge the same way.

Students in the 1960s sought meaning; they n'anted to understand not
facts but experience. Perhaps in the 1990s, tl'rese same stuclents, nov!'
teachers themselves, will find wavs to get a different generation in touclt
with their feelings, to help them understand their cmoti()ns. ancl to learn ttt
use them f<rr others. rVe may thus elfect an enlarging of thc Aclventist educa
tional creed-to educate the mental, the nhvsical, t l .re spiritr-ral, ancl thc
emotional. CherylJetter

A BIBTIGAL BASIS sensiti 'u' it ies. As a persitn's ph.vsical
btdy gron's and his mind expands,
his emotions must matLlre as well. L-t
an  i nc reas ing l y  t ech r t i ca l  soc ie t , v ,
voLlnll pcople necd tl.re balancing
r''alnes that artistic pr-rrsuits bring ttr
t l.reir l ivcs. Vhile evcn,<ine shtlulcl
be con'u 'crsant  u. i th  thc cr- r l t l r ra l
achicvements of our ci 'u' i l ization, it is
even m()re iml)()rtant to absrtrb the
best and most bcautiful expcriences
the arts have t() offer. The arts enrich

FOR APPREGIATING
BEAUTY
Contirrtred from pa14e c)

appreciation.
Preparing students ttt vier"'grcat aft

takes effrrrt and patience. In additir in
to offering suggestions ftrr appro'
priate behavior, the teacher can clis-
tribute a v"'orksheet befitre the fielcl
trip to help str.rdents knttvn'what ttr
krok f<rr and to enhancc tl-rcir appre
ciation ancl understanding.

\hrious afts integrate well with
<rther sr.rbjects in the curricnlum.
S<rial studies, religion, biolog', ancl
practical arts lencl themselves readilv
to  i n te rd i sc ip l i nan '  app roaches .
Vh i l e  s tudy ing  t l ' r e  h i s to rv  o f  a
period, the anistic achievements mav
also be sun'e-ved. Biblical events can
be  i l l us t ra ted  bv  song ,  ske tches ,
scu lp t r - r re ,  o r  p lay  ac t i ng .  Na tu re
sen'es as a direct inspiratittn f<tr anis
tic expression. As students master the
skil ls of carpentn' or clothing con-
struction, vr.hy not encourage them to
design and decorate their creations?

But the ans sl-rould be much more
than just an addenda to the curricl l '
lum. A balanced education mLlst
include formal studl' of the various
forms of human creativin'r student
exposure to great literature, art. and
music must not be left to chance.
\XAen presented attractivelv, the arts
refine human nature and restore finer

Students need trte
opportuniA tu

personalljt confront
grea.t ert.

ancl enliven. 
'Ihev prr<tmttte health

ancl happiness as thel' open the
senses to receive ne$' sights, s<luncis,
and perceptions. Through the arts
human beings ma1'be dran'n close t<r
one another and to their Creat<tr.

An Invitation
Yru and xrur students ma.Y practice

heaven's panopl.v of praise. Come,
join John u'ho jars our jaded senses.
Fire and ice mingle. Torches burn
before the throne of God, In front of
the throne stretches rvhat seems to be
a sea of glass "l ike a sheet of ice"
(Revelat ion, l :6) .  Chrc>mat ic  colors
encircle the throne. Chanting crea-
tures proclaim, "Holv, h<tlv, holf is
God the sovereign Lt>rd." Tv"enq'
four elders finger harps and fragrant

bon'ls of incense. Mvriads of angels
sing lusti ly in honor of the tamb. A
vast throng from all ethnic and lan-
guage grollps stands in review befrrre
the  un i ve rse .  \Wh i te - robed ,  pa lm-
wav ing  ea r th l i ngs  shoL l t  t oge the r ,
"Victory to our God who sits on the
throne, and to the Lamb!" tr

Ih. Morris Taylor is Professor rtf Music
at Andreus Uniuersit!, Berrien Springs,
Micbigan.

R.EFEREN(]ES

I Llnless othcruise noted, all texts in this article
rc from Tbe Nu'Englkb Btble.@ Ihe Delegates (t

tbe oxford Ilntumiry Press and tbe Syncllcs of the
Cambridge Uniumi|y hess, 1970. Reprinted b.y
pmissk)n.

'� llllcn (i. White, Education ( M()untain Vicw,
(lalifornia; Pacific Prcss l\rblishing Assn., l9O-l), p.
249.

3  lb id . ,  p .  17 .
a J()hn Kcats, 

'Ode 
on a (;recian IJrn."

MUSIG, GAl{ YOU
IMAGIl{E?
Contintrecl Jrr.tm paga l7

5. Music slroulcl bc considerct l  pan of
thc curr icr.r l trm, lrot an cxtracurrtctt lar
activi tv. I t  is as valuablc to str. tclents as
English, math, anci social stucl ies. Bibl i
callr', rve fincl a prcccclent frrr including it
rs onc of tlte core sr-rbjects in the cttrric
Lr l l r .  T l t t ' t  ) ld  l t ' s t : t t t t t ' n l  I i s ts  I I lus i (  r l s  ( ) l le

of the f i l , rr  sr-rbjects tauglrt  in thc schtxt ls
of thc propltets.

6. \X'hcr-r intlrdr-rcing stuclents t() \'ar
ior,rs sn'les, rcmcrnber that goor./does not
mean old, ch-r l l ,  or boring. Gtxrcl rnusic
nral' be firr.rnd in vinuallv every sryle.
[.txrk frrr positi"'c attributes in cvery kind
of mr-rsic, even in the kinds that studcnts
seem t() l isten to most. Y)u ma,v n<x f ind
rnuch to praise, br,rt if r'ou ckr find any
thing at al l ,  -vou r.vi l l  have gained crecl ibi l
itv n'ith votrr pupils!

r. Vhen pla,ving ntusic f<rr vollr stu-
dents, be sure to select g<xrcl qualitl'
rc.cr>rdings and to maintain the equip'
ment properl_v. ['se a gtxtd pla,lback svs'
tem to assLlre c1r-raliq' reprtduction. Better

1'et, invite krcal musicians and composers
to perform for vour students and to talk
about their mr-rsic.

fl, Teach students that music is not
something that is alu'avs gttod at church
and bacl at loucl parties, Expose them to
both sacred and secular music, and teach
them hon'to make q' ise choices about
the qualin' of each.

p. Help students understand that music
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