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Foreign
Langu{Ses

Foreign languages
baue bistortcaQt suJ-
fered on Aduentist

campotses for tbe snme
reasot s tltey haue lan-
guisbed in tbe public

scltools.

ol lcgcs encl  l rn ivers i t ics acr()ss
the I  tn i tcc l  St l l tcs t rc re instat ing t l tc i r  f i r r
c- ign ienguagc rcc;ui ret lcnt .  Ach cnt isnt 's
t rar l i t ion of  cvurrgcl is t ic  or . t t rc : r t .h to l teo
pl t 's  of  a l l  nat ions uncl  tongLrcs is  sufFi
c icnt  jLrst i f ic l r t ion l i r r  t l tc  stuclv of  lan
gLl lgrs at  or . r r  schtxr ls .  \ ,et  r tvcr  t l tc  velr rs
f i r r c i gn  l enguegcs  hevc  su f f e r c r l  on
Aclverr t is t  c : lnt l ) r . lscs.  [ ' l r r  rcusotrs f i r r  t l r is
ere l t roblrb lv s i r l i ler  in l toth p:r ror .h iu l
encl  publ ic  schtxr ls .

In s<tnte cascs tltc teacllers have lteen
inacleqrratelv trainecl. TItere ltas becn
stuclent indiffercncc to languagc stuclv
brought on by' frustrariolt or bv lteing
runconvinced of the "usetir lness" 

of f i l r
eign language stuclv. Thc lon'ering or
elirlination of languagc recluirenrents firr
gracLratirx-r has cenainlv c()ntributed t()
tl-rc clccline. Some mal' f-eel national
chauvinism als<t contribr.rtcs to tlte prob
lem. ("VIt.v cloesn't  thc rest of t l te worlcl
learn Englislr i")

l 'his is a t ime of signif icant srrcial ancl
pol i t ical cl tangc in thc Irr-r i ted Statcs. TI-rc
frrrccs clriving change will incvitablv
i r t l l r re r r t t .  l r r r t l t  s t , r . r r l l r  : rn t i  1 l : r r tx .h i i l
eclucatior-r.

The social and l tol i t ical cl irnate of the
lJighties has causecl Amcrican educators
ancl business leadcrs to vic.rl''fitreign lan
guage stuch'as an essential llan ()fsecond.
ary and l'righcr educatior-r. Horvever, the
growing national intcrest in learning a
foreign language probablv has less to
do with alrruistic pedagogical considera-
t ions than n' i th questions of pol i t ical and
commercial competition u'itlt Japan ancl
other nations in the vu<trld market.

America's functirinal illiteracv problem
encompasses both Er-rglish and other lan,
gllages. \(/ith the rener','ecl emphasis or"t
the basics has come a renerved interest in
foreign languages, which in vears gone bv
rvere considered a necessih'onlv for the
few n'ho aspired to scale the academic
ladder to a baccalaureate degree,

\\ ' l t i lc therrc is :rn uir of rcpcntancc. ir .r
rccerrt t l iscussions ultor.rt  f i rrr ign l lut
gL lagc  s tL lc l \ ' ,  su l ) l )o r te rs  ncc( l  l to t
bctrr|r .rc ovcrlv optinrist ic..  Rc-c.cnt histon
s l t { , \ \ ' 5  l l t . t l  ( .n t l lu5 i ; t5n t  : t l ro111 lq , r t . ig r t  l : r r i
guagc r iscs :trrcl  1' l r l ls u i th t l tc pol i t ic.ul uncl
sociul cl intere. In t lrc 1950s t l tc thrc:rt  that
I l  r - rss  i t r  r rs  u  ou  lc i  c  o r r r lu  c  r  s l ) l cc  sc  n  t
Arlcr icurrs bec'k to stu(h' langlrrgcs. In t l tc
c l o  v o t r r  o * n  t h i n g  S i x t i c s .  l t  l ) r ( . a n t c
lr lnrost f l rshionelt lc to strv t l t :r t  ()nc \\ ' : ls
s tL r (h ' ing  \ i r ru l l r  o r ' lagu log .  IJ r . r t  the
e r-rphoria hecl nrrrn otf lx t l t t ,  curh' l9r0s
u hcn I lun ur-cl [  ]nivcrsit t '  surlntarih'  cl int.
i t t : t t t ' t l  t  l r t .  l i , r t . ig r t  l : r r rg r  r l rg t .  r r , r l t r i r t , r r r t , r t t .
l tncl cvc-nrrr.rt  clsc. l i r l l r tnccl suit .  Antrr i
c 'a s ccl lrc 'atols no lorrgcl str* t l tc ncccl f i tr
li rre ign lungrurgcs.

Achlirr istrators ( l tanicrr lar lv f l tarrctr l
off lcers) helvccl u sign of rel icf.  ' l 'his 

re
rtct iorr rr lrs as e.r ' i r lent on Aclventist col
lege canrltuses : ls an\l l 'here else. sincc,
histr lr icl t lh ' ,  nt() l tetan' coltcerns tcncl t()
or-erricle' ltecilgogica I c( )ll ll itlnc'nts. ThL-
bottorr.r l inc on a ctnlpus that is stnrg
gl ing to rc.Iain stuclents and ntcet l ts
f inanciel obl ig:rt ior-rs is kcc-ping IrTE's
( full tinre- stuclents) ha1t1-tr' u..ith rhe cur
r iculunr lr-rcl  the. accoLlrt ts in t l te black.

For sontc- r'eers foreign larrguage studl'
at Arne r ican Aclventist col leges, as in t l-reir
public cor-rnterpafts, has r.rot been a stu
clent priorit\'. Ir-rcleecl, lts imponance has
rtot alq'avs been eviclcnt even to ccluca
t()rs. maltv of n'hom recal l  their foreign
language classes n' i t l t  att i tudes ranging

fioln firncltess trI incliffi'r.cnc.e :tncl cvcr.r
hr lrror.

Br,rt the frrreign langrrage causc has
been fosterecl bv Arnerica's rrecd to f<lster
intcrnational tracle. 'I'hc 

19i13 reporr lrv
the Commission <tf Foreign lrnguage ancl
Intcrnational Stuclics f'ell Iike a bontlt on
the busirress ancl ecllrcational r.r,orld.l
Teachers ancl business lc-aclcrs, firr orrcc.
four-tcl themsclves in agreemerrt. As tlre
cducators lamente(l the sorn' state of fi)r
cign language stuclr', the busincss sector
wrLrng  i t s  hanc ls  o ' , ' c r  the  I ingu is t i c
incompctencc of funericans <xr the intcr
nati<tnal scenc. Frtrcign language stuclr',
theY concluclecl, rvlrs crucial to Antcrica's
sun'i','al in a shrinking nrtrkl. Fufther-
more, the nation's abi l i t t . to colnl)ete in
thc intcrnational markctplacc \\,:ls n()t
onlv a business:rclvantage, l)ut als() a mat
tcr of national sccurin' .

In anrxlter dcruntent prontoting for
eign languagc edlrcation, thc trx-rc of
alarm relatecl to c()ncerns al)out Anterica's
securit.v:

Nothing l t 'ss is :r t  issrrc t l t :rn thc nation s
se( ur i t \ ' .  At  l t  t in t r  u l tcn t l tc  rcsLrrgcrt t  l i t r t .cs r t l -
nat ion:r l isnt : r r r r l  of  ethni t  ancl  l inguist ic  cor. r
st iorrsness so tlirccth ef'fct.t gkrlt:rl rcalitir-s, tlre
[ ' r ] i tcc l  St l l tes rcr ;u i rcs ntorc rc l  iablc r .a1t : rc i t ies
t( )  ( ( ) l IntL ln i ( .etc tv i t l t  i ts : r l l ies.  anehzc t l te
l ) ( ' l l : l \  i ,  ) r , ' t  i l s  : t t l r t . t s ; r r i t . \ ,  . t nL I  ( : l n l  t i , . .  t r r . , . ,
an( l  t l tc  svnt l lat l t ies of  the un(.ont i l i t te( l . .  .  t l te
I ) rcs ic lent 's  ( l r r .nnr iss ion l te l ic , r 'es t l t : r t  oLrr  lack
of  f i r rc ign langrragc ( . ( )nt l )etcr)( . r  r l inr in is l tes
our r 'ap:ui t ies in c l ip lor lao,  in f i r re ign t racle.
ancl  in c i t izen c()nt l ) re l tensi( )n of  t l rc  tvor l t l  in
s l r ic l r  n 'c  l ive ancl  ( . ( )nt l )ete. :

Thc reltort $'cnt on to point out that
frrre'ign langr.rage str,rclv at the higlt school
lcvel rr'es clol'n 20 l)erccnr fiont 1965, a
clecl ine that  n-as cont inr : i r - rg at  the t intc of
the report  (  19f10).  that  onlY onc or_r t  of  20
high scl rool  students studiecl  languagc
nrore than Nrt)  \ 'ears ( fotr r  r .ears being
considerecl a rninintum requirentent for
f'lr:encr'); ancl thar onlv i3 percent of Amer
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ican c<;lllege and universities required
forcigr-r language f<rr adrnission (com-
pared $'ith 3.i percent in 1966)

The repon deplored American lan-
guage de f ic ienc ies ,  in  cont ras t  n i t l - t
Japan's I ir.rguistical lv adr ar"rtaged profes-
s iona ls ,  anc l  decr ied  the  t :xorb i tan t
governrnent expenses recluired to train
foreign aflairs agencv officials because
thev had receivecl inaclecluate lar-rguage
stucit ' in sclt<xrl .

Akrr-rg a cliffercnt ltr-tt relatccl lir-rc of
thor-rght tl)e rel)()rt also lan-rcntecl the
geogralthical i l l i terao' of American stu
clerrts, ci t ing srarist ics incl icat ing t l tat . i0

l)crcent of l2th graclcrs cor-rlcl r-rot l<ratc
Flgvpt ltncl ntorc tltan 20 Pcrcent clid nrx
kno*'u' l tcre to f inr l  Frencc encl China orr
r nral).

This re porl  anrl  orl icrsr jol tecl the
Anrcncalr conscience. Flrtrol lntclt ts in f i)r
eign lar-rguage classcs cktrblecl bet*'ccr-r
l9ilJ anci l9l3ll, ancl thc firrc-rgn language
profession hes hccrr bnsv ultgracl ing
tcache rs ancl dcve lopiltll pr()grells to
Ircct tlrc gro\t,irrg clentencl llot iust li)r
lirreign languagc sttrclr', ltut firr llngr,rage:
proficieno'. [)enise- Asf':rra, language spc
c ix l i s t  \ \ , i th  thc  F lc luc l t ionu l  - l ' cs t ing

Scn'ices,a rL-ccltth' colnlle nteLl: "V/hltt

n'c 'rc secirrg nou, is u l tat iol tal ef l i rr t  to
catch rr1-r.  .  .  encl this c()Llntn' l tes corlc to
rcal izc t l tc nL-gativc cor-rsc-clucncc.s of l in
grr ist ic '  isol l t ion."

Language Tradit ion
in Adventism

Aclvcntist schrxrls u, i l l  not bc- bcncfl t tct l
bt '  puhl ic rrronics t<t r lcvelolt  l ) l ' ()grr l ls
lrncl train tcacltcrs, but rve can clnl* orr
our trtrcl i t ior-rs lnr l  rcsourc.cs t() l l lcct t l tc
ncu clrul le-nge. On t lrc sir lc of ' trecl i t ion,
thc Aclvcntist ( , l turclt  has l tccn nrrssion
oricr.ttc-ci siucc its vc-n, ltegirtnin.q. 'I he
fcnrr l  f i rr  c:rrr l ing thc gosltel t() cven'
nati()n eltLi t()nl lue lrncl l tcr4t le lras not,
hos'cvcr. alu'ltvs lteclt lrccontpeniecl l'lv
an cclual ( 'ol lccnt f i tr  lcarnirrg t l tose l tco
ple- 's lurrgtragcs. ()ur c' l turclt  l l rs l tcer-t
l r l i g l r t t ' t l  l r v  t l t t '  A I t t t . r i ( : ln  t ( . \ i s t lu r (  ( .  t (  )
the lc. lrniug of u t irreign language.

Mrsunrlcrstancl ing El lcn \{ ' l i i te- Ins ntx
helpcd t lrc si tutariorr.  I leing a pracrici l l
\ \ 'ont l t l t ,  shc i frsistc.cl t l rut an elt i l i tY tt l
n 'r i tc encl spc:rk Fingl isl t  urnlcl stencl ar-r
Aclvcrrt ist tn bettcr stcacl than accluir ir-rg a
f irreign language.s and certainlv be r-ntrclt
bettcr t l tan learning u cleacl lunguagc.6

\il'lren sl're sltoke in thcse ref'ere-nces
rc-garcli n g I angr-rage studt, Itcr llri rnan' ref',
erencc \\as t() thc so-cal lecl "cleacl" or
classical languages ancl s'orks selcctecl as
the texts r.rsecl in teachit-rg tltem. F'or a
pioneer lcaclcr ir-r a vurlrk thet sougltt to
rcach the e-ntire vnrrrlcl, slte nrrr,rld I'rarclh'
h:rr c I t :r t l  rnrrcir errt l t trsi lrnt t i  rr  Arh t.r i t
believcrs spenclir-rg precious time learn
rng lar-rgr.rages rnore suitecl to scltolarlr.
pursuits thxn to the spreacl of tl"re gosltel.

Ellen Vhite did make it clear that" fami l ia r i t v  
w i th  d i f fe ren t  languages"

would be a help in mission work,7 and in
one publication clarified her position on
the study of foreign languages.

I do not say'that there should be no studl'
of the languages. The languages should be
studied. Before long there rl'ill be a positir.e
necessitl' frtr manl' to lear-e their homes, and
go to work among pe<4rle of <lther tongues:
and tl.rose n'l.ro have some kno*'ledge of these
Ianguages n'ill be able to contmunicate r'"'ith
those who do not knon-the truth.S

Learning the language in the frtreign
country seemed to her the mctst practical
v'a1'to d<; so, and time has shown that she
was corrc.ct. But she als<t exhorted:"Yrung 

men should be quali fuing them.
selves for sen'icc bv becorning familiar
rvith other langr-rages, that G<xl mav Lrse
t h c m  t s  m e ( l i u m s  t l r r t r r r g l r , , r l r i t l h  r , r

Our ou)t, mlssion and
ea ange lt s tlc tra diti on,
glue us edequate req.-
son to promote for-

etgn languages ln tbe
currlculum and to

demand tbe bigbest
quahA of tuacbtng for

commuTtlcqtlon.

communicate I Iis saving trutlt t() those of
other nati()ns."8 Our owr-r nrission ancl
cvangelistic traclition, then, givc r:s adc
cluate rcason t() prorr-tote forcign lar-r
glrages in the curricr-rlurr and to clcmand
t l ie  h ighes t  qua l i rv  o l '  teac f r ing  fo r
c( )mnt unicati(  )n.

Defining the Mission Field
In tact. t l -rc "nt issiorr f iclcl" inr.re'usinglv

cottsists of rxrr <xvn inl l igr l l l t ts. J ' l t is
lx)se's :l neu-cllrllcngc uncl o1-r1-xrfirrnitv firr
fo re ign  languuge s tuc lv  i r " t  Ac lvcn t is t
s t l l o o l s . ' l l t t '  t ' r t ' n t l : t r  { ) l ) l ) ( ) t 1 . . i l i ( . s  l ( '
t rsc frrrcign lungr.rrgcs havc nrotivatcrl
stuclcnts to sturlv Sltanislt  rncl other len
gurges. In u recent sLrnev of l0 privete
ancl l6 scconclun. schools. e-urol lntent
incrcases in Sltenislt  classc-s rrcre uttr i
butecl to stuclent pL-rcel)t ion thlt  the lnn
g u : r g r ' \ \ ' a s  r l o r c  ' u s c f l r l "  t h a n  t h c -
otl ters. lo

Incleecl.  the I l ispanic 1t<tpulat ion is
gro$'ing at a ntucl.r ftrster ratc than tlte rcst
of the [-.S. 1'rr l tulat ior-r (one in even' l+
A m e r i c a n s  i s  n o n  f  l i s l t a n i c  ) . r r  T h i s
gro\\th has been brought abor-rt l-lY intr-ni
grxtion fiom Nlexico, Cuba. Soutlt Amcr
ica. ancl the q'ar,torn nati()ns of Central
America. One ne.ecl not l(x)k f'ar firr an

opportllnin'-or even a neeal,-to speak a
fcrreign language. Frtr Aclventists, this neu..
influx poses a lingLristic opponr,lnin' ancl
ar.r er.angelistic challenge, brxh of r',.hich
can bc incorporatecl into tlte general or
the moclern language curricuhtm.

Opportunity or Threat?
l r r r f r t r tunate l \ ' .  rh is  in f l r , rx  o f  non

English speakers is generallr' lterceived
not :ts i.ln ()pl)onLlnit\', blrt as a cailse for
conccnr, as shorvn ltv the rcr.ivccl plrsh in
the pol i t ical ercna ftrr ntaking Etrgl ish
Anrcrica s official langLurgc. Onc.c agair-r
the ,\nerciun 1tetryrlc, ancl Aclventists as
nell  arc grepplirrg * ' i th t l tc tcnsi(nt
benvcerr isolat ionisrr encl cultrrr l l  diver
sin' .  l r txlr  I t istoric ' l l lv f i rncl:rntcnt:r l  cle'
I l lelr ts ()f  t l tc Antericln \ , t l \ '  Of l i tc.' I  

l r t '  l l r r rg t r l rg r .  1 , r , ,1 ' , lenrs ' ,  r ' . . . r t t . t l  l r r  t l r t '
rcccut iul l l l igr: l t i ()n of nati() l tals of Asi l t ic
anrl I  l ispanic l tackgroLrnrls, f i rr  exentl t le.
cunnot bc cle:r l t  u i th t l t lough onc blunkct
trpe' oI cr.rrr icuIurrr or Ie'gislet ive :rct ion.

I lclrrc:rtors ncccl to rcr '<tgnizc thet l :rn
guegcs ckr rrot cxist in l  \ ' : tcuunti  thcv
:t lc procltrr ' ts of l tcolt lrs anrl  crr l trrrcs. l t
is int l tonant to rec()gnlzc e l tcolt lc 's r ight
to t lrcir l :utgrurgc n'hi lc ut t l tc sente t intc-
cleinring t l tc privi lcge of leurrr ing t l tr t
languuge.

()pportrrrr i t ies l i rr '  lengu:rgc stuch' exist
in Arucrir ' :r  l rncl in Atlvcntist s(. l t(x) ls toLlav
t l t l ( l r (  i r l l ( \ l  (  ' l  (  ) r ) l )  . r  t l t r  l r t k .  : r g , ,  \ X  i t i t
cercf ir l  pl :uini l tg, ()Llr schools, on l l l  lcr.
cls, c:u.r cnltancc thcir f i rrcigrr l :utgrrege
l ) rogr : ln rs  \ \ . i t l t ( )u t  too  r t ruch  l t r l c lcc l
cxpcnse.

Principles for Success
J'he sun'ival of f<rreigrr language studv

in Aclventist schtxrls rests firmll' on ar-t
institutional cornmitntent that is basccl on
tl'rcse principles:

l .  A  r c c ' o g n i t i o n  t h a t  t h c  A d v e n t i s t
Church is an international inst i tut iorr
cal lccl to evangelizc in foreign lan
guages, insiclc. ancl olltsiclc tlte mein
lancl [ ]nitecl States.

2. The Christ ian cal l  to rcspectful coex
istence among 1-;eoples of cliffcrent
cu l tu res  anc l  languagcs ,  u , l - r i ch
inclucles thc r ight of brxh English
ancl non English spcaking Americans
to retain their rtr',.n langtrage evcn as
thev acquire competence in a neu,
langr,rage.

3. A recognitior-r of thc Adventist Chllrch
as part of a shrinking u'rtrlcl rvhere
effective communication is critical to
in te rna t iona l  unc le rs tand ing ,  bo th
inside and outside the chr-rrch.

'i. TIie cortviction that the studv of for,
eign languages promotes general lit-
erac', including literao' in English.

5. The beliefthat foreign language skills
tre essential not onh in an increas.
inglv mr-rltilingual America, but also
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in the rrational ancl international job
market.r2

6. A moral :rnd f inan, iel  ( .()nlmirmcnt l()
te:rcher training pr()grams that pre.
pare educators to teach f<lreign lan
guages ancl English as a Seconcl Lan
guage in order to meet the increased
demand fitr clualified instructors in
both of these fields.

Adventist education is called upon to
lead rather than to folkrw. As we seek so,
lut ions to nes, 'chal lenges, ne I 'ould do
well to keep in mind what Roben Bellah
wrote in Habits oJ tbe Heart; Hist<>rical
tension between individualistic isolatiitn,
ism and the pursuit of "communiry" 

has
charac ter ized  Amer ican l i fe  over  the
years. I 3

Onilie Stafford has aptll' pointed to
Adventist colleges as centers where this
tension can be resolved. Our institutions
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can be 
"commur-tities 

of nte.ntrtrl) that
briclge past ancl firturc, preparing stLrdenrs
for compassi<tnate living lterc ancl novu'.
I  lcr  vords,  thougl ' r  appl icable to a l l  c l isc i
plincs, speak vu-ith panicular e-krclue ncc t<t
the future of firreign langr,rages in the
Adr.ent is t  curr iculum:

The mission of the chut'h ancl its colleges is
to create cornmur.tities that clo ltot conclemn
strietl', btn remind ir t>f star being human
tr t r l r  nrean: .  [Their ]  mlssi ,  rn is  [ (  )  (  ret tc ( r  ) tn
munities n'hose traditions rentir.rd us that to be
truh'human Ee must l ive bevond contempo.
ran'self-interest, contmunities s.here *'e realize
that if $'e scrtrn others rr.e climinish ourselves.
Our colleges are to be communities that dra$'
us ont of individual rsolation into iclentifica.
tion with orhers, \'oung and old. rich and poor,
n'eak and pon'erful, r.vomen and men, com-
munities in rl'hich s'e respect both the ltx'lv
and highlv placed in strien'. in nhich rl'e learn
that $'e are most fullv human n'hen rr'e are

most steadrlv sen'ing others.la

\ {a in ta in ing  the  de l i ca te  ba lance
betq'een job market concerns, intellec-
tual grou'th, and lir.ing rogerher in mutual
respect is the renev,.ed challenge of Ad
\entist education in foreign languages. D

Dr. Lourdes Morales-Gudmundsson is
Assistant Prc,fessor of Spanisb at tbe Unfuer-
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Schoot )  in  tbe  area  o f  L i te ra tu re  anc t
Religion.
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