
Of Interest to TeacheFs -
On.the-Job Tfaining:
Only for the Educated?

On-the-job training is offered most
often to white-collar workers and the
techn i ca l  e l i t e ,  acco rd ing  to  The
Learning Enterprise, a new studv bv
the Amer ican Socictv  lor  Tra in ins and
D e v c l o p m c n t  f u n d e d  b v  r h c ' U . S .
Departmcnt ol Labor. Tht-tse who do
not learn basic skil ls in school are also
less l ikelv to get training on the job. Yet
this tvpc of training rvil l  bc the onlv
wav tor  manv to gain the sk i l ls  thcv
nccd lo makc a l iv ing.  Workcrs wht . r
receivc formal training on the job carn
more than 25 perccnt  more than thosc
who receivc nonc.

Workers with two vears of forn'ral
education after high school havc er 20
perccnt  grcatcr  chance of  get t ing on-
thc - j ob  t r a in ing  than  h igh  schoo l
graduates, thc studv f<-rund. For col-
legc graduatcs,  thc chanccs arc 50
perccnt grcater. U.S. emplovers cur-
rentlv spe nd abt-rut 930 bil l ion ( 1.4 per-
ccn t  o f  t hc i l  pa r ro l l )  on  f o r rna l  l ob -
training progr-ams.

Inadequate Teacher Traini ng
a Factor in Unreported
Ghild Abuse

Child arbusc oftcn gocs undetectcd
becausc  c l cmcn ta rv  t ca rchc rs  a rc
poorlv traincd to recognizc and report
thc problcnr, according to thc Nation-
a l  Con ' rm i t t ce  f o r  t he  P rcvcn t i on
of  Chi ld  Abusc.

The conrn ' r i t tcc survcvcd tcachers '
knowledgc of  ch i ld  abusc and chi ld-
protcct ion pol ic ies,  af tcr  lcarn ing that
whilc -57 percent of knor.vn cascs of
chi ld  abusc involved school-ase chi ld-
r t 'n ,  onlv  l6  pcrccnt  of  thc repor ts
originatcd rvith school pcrsonncl.

Of thc tcarchcrs survevcd, 72 rrcrccnt
said the v suspet ' ted a . :h i ld  uas bc ing
abused or ncglected at some time.
While 90 perccnt of these tcachers
said thev had rcported thcir suspi-
cions, most informed other school
personncl rather than child protective
services.

The main barricrs preventing teach-
ers from reporting their suspicions
were lack of knorveldge about signs of
child abuse and fcar of leeal retribu-
t ion.  Onlv hal f  t - , t  thc teachJrs had anv
t r a i n i n g  i n  c h i l d - a b u s c  r c p o r t i n g
procedures.-Reported in  Ch r is  t ian
Home & School, November-December
I  989.

U.S. Safety Unit lssues Warning
About Bleachers

"The  Consumer  P roduc t  Sa fe t v
Commission,  responding to more than
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a dozen reports of collapsing gym-
nasium bleachers, frecentlv] rvarned
schools and the public that some
bleachers mav give rvav if not properlv
operated and maintained."Since 1978, l6 knor,, 'n bleacher col-
lapses have occured involving manual,
t c l escop i c  b leache rs  manu f  ac tu red
between 1966 and 1979 under the
t radc  names  In te rka l ,  Vec ta ,  and
Brunswick, according to a statemcnt
re lcased br  lhe commission."Thc incidents took place cluring
school activit ies, resulting in injurics
to schoolchildren ranging from minor
bru iscs to more ser ious in lur ics to the
leg ,  ank le ,  and  back ,  acco rd ing  l o  l hc
c .P.s .c . . . .

" T h c  
C . P . S . C .  s a i d  i n v e s t i s a t i o n s

rc r  t 'a l r 'd  tha t  i f  b lcacht ' rs  i . "  n . , t
propcrlv opencd and maintained, thcv
mav onc dav col lapse.

"It  
advised o\\rncrs of manual, tcle-

scop ic  b lcachcrs  to  inspec t  thc  b lcach-
crs for signs of dan-rage, rvcar, and
misar l ignmcnt  bc fo rc  fu r ther  usc .  The
b lcachcrs  shou ld  a lso  bc  rou t inc lv
i n s p e c t c d  a n d  m a i n t a i n c d  a t  l c a s t
t rv icc  a  vcar  in  accc l rdancc  w i th  thc
o lvncr 's  manua l ,  thc  comnt iss ion  sa id ." T h c  

a g c n c v  a l s o  r e c o m m c n d e d
tha t  thc  b lcachcrs  be  opcncd and
t ' los t 'd  on l r  b r  l ra inc t1  p t ' rsonnc l ,  no l
h r  s l u d c ' n t s .  G u a r d r a i l s , ' i t  s r r i d ,  s h o u l d
ber instal lcd ars a safetv rrcrcaution and
t o  e  n s u r e  l h a t  b l r , a c h r ' r ' s  l r l r ,  l u l l r
r ' x t r ' n d c d . " -  E d  t r c t t t  i u n  W r c k ,  t  o l ,
I X : 4 ,  N o .  l 4 ,  D c c c m b c r  6 ,  1 9 8 9 .
Reprinted bv perntission.

Peer Pressure
Morc  than ha l f  o f  c lcn ten tar l  schoo l

s tudents  do  th ings  thcv  don ' t  want  to
do because of peer pressurc.-Mct-
ropol i tan Li[c Ft-rundation lr 'pt_rrt .

U.S. Gollege Participation
Rates Drop for Most Blacks
and Hispanics

Far lower percentages of low- and
m i d d l e - i n c o m e  b l a c [ .  a n d  H i s p a n i c
co l l cge-age vouth  arc  a l tend ing  co l -
lege than in previous vears.

Between 1976 and 1988, the col lese
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  r a t c  f o r  l o w - i n c o m e
black vouth dropped from 40 percent
to  30  pcrccn t .  In  1988,  on lv  23  pcrcent
of lorv-income black males attended
c<-rl lege, compared to 36 percent of
their fcmale couterparts.

Thc col lege part icipation ratc for
l o r v - i n c o m e  H i s p a n i c  v o u t h  a l s < t
decl ined during thosc vears, from 50
pcrccnt to 35 pcrcent.

I n  1 9 8 8 ,  4 6  p e r c c n t  o f  m i d d l c -
inconre Hispanics rvcrc enrol lcd in col-
lcgc, dcx.vn fronr 53 pcrccnt in 1976.
Thc  perccn tage o f  midd lc  income
blacks enrol lcd in col lcse dccrcasecl
l r o r n  5 3  p ( , r e c n t  i n  1 9 7 6  t o  3 6  p e r t e n l
i n  l 9 8 8 .

Thc data on col lcgc part icipation arc
b a s e d  o n  1  8 -  t o  2 4 - v c a r - o l d  h i s h
sr'hool graduutr 's cnrt. , l i r .d in colIr.gcis
o f  Scptcmhcr  o l  tha t  v ( 'a r  and who
arc f inancial lv depe ndcnt on thcir
f  a m i l i c s . - " E i g h t h  A n n u a l  S t a t u s
Rcpor t  on  Minor i t i cs  in  H ighcr  Educa-
t ion , "  Amcr ican  Counc i l  on  Edr - rca t ion ,
Wershington, D.C.

Hands-on College Technology
Education Needed in Liberal-
Arts Programs

A libcral arts cducati<.ln as wc know
it todav is not adequatc to provide
voung peclplc with thc requisitc skil ls
for l i fc in todav's world. accordins to a
rcpoll from tl-re Council for Indr'1-rend-
cnt Collcgcs.

L ibcra l -ar ts  educal ion rnust  incor-
porate thc studv of technologv, thc
council savs. Its l2-page report covers
thc first f ive vears of a project to
int roduce the studv of  technolosv in to
the l ibera l -ar ls  curr icu la.

The council 's report describes the
first 20 projects, and concludes that
technologv must be taught not just as
an intellectual discipline, but bv giving
students "hands-on" experience with
dif ferent technologies.

In addition, it savs. l iberal-arts col-
leges have a responsibil i tv to look at
the phi losophical  aspects 'of  tcchnol-
ogv, such as the choices it both makes
possible and requires.

The report calls for new curricular
materials to help teach technologv in
liberal-arts colleges. tr


