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New Buildings, Mting
Opportunitis
By Pietro Copiz

!  ducat ion in  thc Euro-Afr ica Div i -
Ls ion has sccn major  changes over .
the past decade. In 1980 the division
lost most of its schools outside
Europe. Ncw territorial adjustn'rents
occurrcd in  1985.  This t ransfcr . r r 'd
Marusevcc Seminarv, Yugoslavia, to
thc Trans-Europcan Division. Somc
schools cxpcrienccd a slow but
steadv growth in total enrollment for
1985-1990.  For  Sagunto Col lege,
Spain,  howevcr ,  thc inr ' rcase was
cxtraordinarv-from 183 studcnts in
I 980- 1 98 I to 672 in I 989- I 990. Dur-
ing this school vcar, lor thc first t imc,
Marienhoehc Seminarv, in thc Fcd-
eral Rcpublic of Gcrmanv, rcarchcd
an enrollmcnt of 600 studcnts.

Howcvcr, the total pcrcentagc of

students from Adventist famil ies
decreascd by more than 3 pcrccnt
during the quinqucnnium. In n'rost
countr ies the losscs r_rccurred in clc-
mcntarv and secondarv schools. For
somc school boards this trend n-r i i t
rcquire a readjustment o[ goals and
objectivcs from those tvpical for a
chur t 'h  schoo l  l t . r  those tha t  usua l l r
charac tc r izc  a  n r iss ionarv  s r 'hoo l .

Thc  c los ing ,  lo r  [ inanc ia l  r .L .ason\ ,
of a school in Naplcs, I tzr lv, was b: i l -
anced bv the opcning clf  tr .vo schools
in Portugal (Santarcm and Setubal).
In  add i t i t - rn ,  lh rcc  

" l rcc  
l imc oc t .unr .

l i o n  ( ' c n l c t s '  w c l  c  o p e n c d  i n  P o r l  r r -
gal,  and lwo morLr should bc organ-
iz t 'd  in  thc  n r 'a r  fu tu r r . .  Thcs t ' r . t ln tc rs
(no t  inc ludcd in  the  s ta t i s t i cs ) .  rvh ich
gcncral lv tend to bccclmc regular
t 'hurch  schoo ls ,  havr '  donc  a  rcmi r r .k -
able work ermong non-Advcntist
chi ldrcn. Manv of thcm arc enrol led
in the local Pathfinder clubs and
somc attcnd Sabbath school serviccs.
Thus pre' judices against thc church
are bcing brokcn down.

Thc number of preschoolers
enrol led in Adven[ist-clperated inst i-
t u t i o n s  h a s  a l m o s t  d o u b l c d  d u r i n p
l h c  q u i n q u e n n i u m .  I n  S p a i n  s o r r r t l
kindergartens have experimented
w i t h  a d m i t t i n g  t w o -  t o  t h r e c - r t ' l r .
olds, but i t  is t t .r t .r  carlv to knorv i f  the
prac t i t ' c  rv i l l  con t  inur i .

Re ligio us I ns truc tion C o urces
The important increase, horvcr,cr,
took place in thc number of chi ldren
enrol led in rel ieious instruct ion
courses, from ibout 8,000 in 1 985 to
more than 20,000 in 1989. This pro-
gram,  in i t ia l l v  o f fe red  main l r  in '
German-speak ing  count r ies  bu t  nou '
svstematical lv organized in most
Euro-Afr ica Division unrons. Dro-
grcssed verr rapidlr in Angola and
Mozambique. During the school vear
the  church  o f fe rs  w lek l r  B ib le
courscs  to  Advent is t  ch i ld ren  who do
not attend denominational schools.
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Certainlv such instruction cannot
match the benefits of full Seventh_
day Adventist educati<_rn, but it does
keep childrc.n closc to the church. In
manv p laces i t  prov idcs the onlv wav
thcse childrcn can rcceive ft_rrmal
religious instruction.

Thc number of textbo<_rks uscd for
re l ig ious inst ruct i<_rn cont inucs to
grow. In Spain tcxtbooks have been
prcparcd for eight dif lcrcnt levels.
Other  counlr ies more commonlv
have such textbooks for  two to f ivc
levels. Of special interest rs a
recently published church and
denominational historv textbook for
Gcrman-speaking countr ics.  This
attractive and richly i l lustrated
u9lyT9 is thc prt-rduct of long vcars
o[ dedicated leamwork by minv
teachers and others.

New Bulldtnp
Among the most visible additions to
campus skylines are new buildines_
some p,ar t lv  f inanccd by l3 th Sa6_
bath. Offering overflowi. A spectacu_
lar change took place in Beira,
Mozambique, where more than l0
pre[abr icated bui ld ings-ranging
rrom classrooms to cafeteria, work-
shop, dormitories, and houses for
personnel-were erected in just a
few months, after manv yeais of
negotiations in a country facins

scri<-rus_ problen-rs and shortages. As is
often thc case when major i i rprove_
ments take placc, adcquate miintc-
nance now presents a scrious chal-
lengc. Another project that seemcd
almost impossiblc to attain is the
nearlv completed mult ipurposc bui ld_
ing at Friedensau Seminarv, in the
Gcrman Dcmocra t i t '  Rcpub l ic .

A_ modcrn bui lding was also ac.lded
to the l ibrarv at Salave Adventist
Inst i tut,e, Collonge,s, France. I t  pro-
v roes  c lassrooms lo r  min is te r ia l  and
fore ign  language s ludents ,  leachcrs ,
o l l i c c s ,  a n d  a n  a u d i t o r i u m  w i t h
audi<-r-visual and ntult iple translat ion
equ ipment .  Th is  compicx  is  a lso  f re_
quent lv  uscd  as  a  convr ,n t ion  ccn tc r .
A f ine apartment bui lding, mostlv for
ministerial students, was lnausuiated
at  Mar ienhoehe Scminar r , .  A t
Sagun lo  Co l legc  a  much-nceded
cateteria and tr.r'o three-classroom
elementarv school units, harmon-
iously integrated in the natural Medi_
terranean vegetation, highl ight the
most recent addit ions to the phvsical
plant of this relat ively new init i iu_
t i t-rn. At Bogenhofen Seminarr..  Aus_
tr ia, the gir ls moved from the roman_
t ic  bu t  inadequate  rooms in  the  a t t i c
o f  the  o ld  cas t le  to  a  new dormi to rv ,
where each modern and efficient
room has its own toilet and shower.

Other improvements ranged widelv
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in scope and cost: ccntral heatine at
Sagunto College; paving of camp"us
roads and s idcwalks on manv ( .am_
puses; extensive rcmodeline and
repair  of  o lder  bui ld ingr ;  n"*  l ight ing
and tclephone systems in o ntrmlbe. 

"

of schools; modern equipment added
or rencwcd; new playgrounds; and
manv items essential to thc smooth
operation of a school or i l lustratins
t - l thcr  important  va lucs,  such as thI
giant cage for exotic birds at Sasunto
College.

New Programs
Somc ncw programs providcd
cxtra d imt 'ns ions in  the curr icu lum.
l ikc thc pract ica l  theologv courscs-
wi th added lacul tv-at  -o l longcs.and
Marienhoehe. A vocational scliool f<lr
foreign-language secretaries was
established at Marienhoehe, where. at
the secondarv school  level ,  consccu-
tive instruction is now <lffered for
grades 5 to 13.

At Bogenhofen, the first sraduates
of the full secondary schoo'i passed
the Matura (universitv entrance
examination). A regular four-week
student  exchange 6etween th is
school and two academies in North
America has_been organized, with
poslttve results.

Ministerial students from Collonges
are now emploved as chaplains dui-
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ing the summer at the large univer-
sitv hospital of Lausanne, Switzer-
land. At Collonges evening languagc
courses for adults havc had sood
succcss,  and intensivc languagc t ra in
ing for missionaries has played a key
ro lc  in  prov id ing qual i l ied pcrsonncl
for French-speaking ficlds. As might
be cxpected,  computcr  sc ience
courscs have bccome common at all
lcvels of instruction in the division,
and c<.rn.rputer technology is widelv
uscd in all school activit ies, from
administration and correspondencc
to rcsearch and library cataloguing.

Faculty Upgradtng
To ensure facultv upgrading in
Adventist institutions for the sccond.
ary school teachers who received
thcir degrecs in public universit ics,
the division administration continuer
a consistent and vigorous sponsor-
ship program for advanced studies.
In addition to teachers' convcntions,
which provide a more l imited
upgrading, seminars directed by staf
members f rom thc Geoscience
Research Institute have been sched-
uled cverv second vear  in  our
major institutions. Under the um-
brella of the Facultd Adventiste
de Theologie (Collonges), continuing
education has been offered everv
summer to workers in  Angola,
Mozambique, and Tahiti through
regular extension courses.

Division archives have been suc-
cessfullv established at Marienhoehr
-for German-speaking and Eastern
European countries. Some books,
based on research associated with
this center, have already been pub-
l ished.  Simi lar  archives are beins
organized at Collonges for Latin
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countr ics :rnd for ntatcrial relatcd tcr
thc historv of missions in French-
speaking countr ics of Afr ica.

Manv col lege tcachcrs arc cur-
rcntlv doing rescarch. Some arc
arct ivc in thc Euro-Afr ica Division
Bib l i ca l  Research  Commi t tec .  Thc
r -esu l t ing  pub l ica t ions  inc lude a
number  o f  books  and manv ar t i c lcs .
A  h o o k  o n  t h c  S c v c n t h - d a r : A d v e n t i s t
C h u r t h ,  r v r i t t c n  b r  R i t ' h a r d  L c h -
nrann,  dcan c l f  thc  Facu l t€  Advcnt is te
dc Thc'ologic, was thc f irst to bc pub-
l ished in a Cathol ic col lcct ion schcd-
uled to covcr al l  Christ ian. Jervish.
and Muslim den<-rminations. The Ital-
ian Junior Collcge bcgan regular pub-
l icat ion of a scholarlv thcological and
historical journal appropriatelv
ni inred Adventus. Bv thc t ime this
rcport is printed, the f irst issue of
Spes Chrbtiana, a theological journal
prepared at Marienhoehe, should
have been published. In addit ion,
manv schools produce their orvn
school paper. In some cases, the cir-
cu la t ion  mav be  qu i te  impress ive
(10,000 at Marienhoehe and 3,500 at
Collonges).

Af fi liation and Ac credi t a tion
Continued

Accreditat ion bv the SDA Board of
Regents rvas renewed for a full term
to the inst i tut ions that had previouslv
rece ivcd  i t .  The Facu l te  Advcnt is te  de
Theologie affiliation with the Univer-
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sitv of Strasbourg. Through this
agreement a certain number of min-
isterial students who oualifv can
obtain government-approved degrees
("Licence" and 

"Maitr ise" 
in theology)

bv follo',ving the regular program at
Collonges. Marienhoehe has been
activelv seeking government recogni-
t ion  fo r  i t s  theo l<- rg ica l  seminan.
Bccause of i ts special rclat ionship
rvith Goethe-Inst i tut,  Bogenhofen
Seminarv has been authorized not
onlv to choose i ts own schedule for
the f inal examinations, but also to
del iver the basic and intermediate
level cert i f icates of German, which
arc recognizcd worldwide.

The Euro-Afr ica and Trans-Euro-
pcan divisions cooperate activelv in
higher education through a.joint
European Educational Consultat ivc
Committcc, which mcets oncc a vear
to coordinatc projccts, programs, and
activi t ies. For example, manv authors
arc contr ibuting tcl  a book on denom-
inational historv in Europc to be pub-
l i shed dur ing  thc  nex t  qu inquenn ium.
Modern language and biologv/geol-
ogv teachcrs' associat ions r.vi l l  be
organizcd at the European lcvcl.
Europcan theol<-rgv tcachers mcct
everv second vcar on dif ferent
campuscs .

Sewice and Outreach Activities
Thc rel igi<tus frcedom cnjoved in
somc parts of Europe al lows con-
scientious objcctors, instead of scrv-
ing in thc mil i tarv, to w<,rrk in thc
schools o[ at least thrcc Euro-Afr ica
Division countr ies. During thc quin-
quenniurn, lor example, 20 conscien-
t ious object<-rrs scrved at Collongcs.
Othcr  count r i cs ,  inc lud ing  some in
Eastern Europc, mav soon offcr civi l
service as an alternative to mil i tarv
se  rv icc .  In  add i t ion ,  scores  o f  voung
peop le  p rov ided esscnt ia l  he lp  tc r
manv schools through voluntarv ser-
vice. Some later becamc resular
rvorkcrs on at lcast thrcc ct-rnt inr.,nts.

Spir i tual outreach programs plaved
an increasingly important role in the
l i fe of teachers and students durins
th is  qu in iqucnn ium.  S ign i f i can t lv ,  r . -hc
1987 division-wide education con-
vention theme was 

"The 
Missionarv

Call  of Our Schools." About 450 stu-
dents were baptized during the quin-
quennium. Most Adventist schools
par t i c ipa led . in  HARVEST 90.  evange-
l i s t i c  campaigns ,  somc o l  wh ich  rvere
held on campus (at Marienhoehe, this
has become a regular feature in the
school 's calendar). Tradit ional act ivi-
t ies (Ingathering, Great Missionarv
Week,  Week o f  Praver )  con t inued to
highl ight their respective seasons; but
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new methods appealed to many
young people.

At Collonges, Radio Saleve uses
students'talents to broadcast in four
languages. As a result of hclping local
authorities with the annual fair, the
school is now allowed to set uo its
own booth. The self-supporting
All iance Choir has become a Dower-
fu l  sou[-winning inst rument  both on
campus and in many French towns.
Similar choirs are being established
throughout the whole countrv.

At Marienhoehe, especiallv through
the richlv diversified adult education
cou.ses, hundreds of non-Adventists
are regularly drawn to the campus.
Many of them later accept the invita-
tion to attend seminars, Bible study
groups, and evangelistic efforts for
young people by young people.
Because of its encouraging impact,
this program will become an integral
part of the annual schedule.

At Friedensau the inhabitants of
the neighboring villages were invited
last year to an afternoon open house,

for which a varictv of programs had
been planned to mcct different in-
terests. Tcr the great surprise of the
organizers, and in spite of the uncer-
tain weather, about 2,000 n<-rn-
Adventist visitors showed uo.

But  lhe tvp ical  in f lucnce o l  our
schools is l ike a slow-ripening fruit.
The examplc <-rf a n<-rn-Advcntist stu-
dcnt i l lustrates this point. Although
intell igcnt, he suffered from continu-
ous trembling, which madc it diff i-
cult for him to attend a regular
school. He rvas accepted at Bogen-
hofen, where he felt verv much at
home. A devout Catholic, he was
moved by the truths he discovered in
the Bible class. After vears of studv,
he was baptized and rvill probablv
begin the ministerial program rvhen
he finishes high school.

Anniv erc ary Ce I ebrati ons
Quite a number of schools cele-
brated anniversaries during the
quinquennium: Friedensau, 90th
(1989); Italian Junior College, 5Oth
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(1990) and 40th (1987) on thc Vi l la
Aurora campus;  Zur ich,  30th (1990);
L isbon,  25th (1989);  Sagunto,  25th
(1990). In 1987 a large crorvd
gathcrcd at Collonges to honor the
100th birthdav of Alfred Vaucher, a
distinguished professor who taught
the Bible classes when that school
first opencd in 1 92 l.

Planning for the Future
Plans for the immediate future
includc aDartments for married stu-
dents at Collonges; apartments for
personnel at Marienhoehe; a class-
room building at Vil la Aurora; a
multipurpose farm building at Oli-
vcira do Douro, Portugal; an urgentlv
needed new school building in Lis-
bon, and other classroom buildings in
Portugal, where manv students are
not presentlv accepted for lack of
room. In Angola, where the political
situation caused the transfer of
Bongo Seminarv to Huambo, a whole
new campus wil l have to be created.
There are good prospects for opening



church schools in Southern Ger-
many. A geoscience center at Col-
longes and an archeological center at
Marienhoehe are in the advanced
planning stages.

In addition to normal challenges,
new situations demand new solu-
tions. In Spain recent government
policies have adverselv affected the
financial operation of private schools.
This means potent ia l lvsevere enrol l -
ment losses in the union, which cur-
rently enrolls almost 30 percent of
the total number clf Euro-Africa Divi-
sion students and pupils. Churches
and parents will hive to rally to the
support of their children's education.

Creeping worldliness and seculariza-
tion could undermine the Christian
effectiveness of manv schools if this
danger is not recognized and faced
with spiritual vigor and educational
insight.

On the other hand, the rapid
changes in Eastern Europe call for
wise immediate reactions and bold
long-range planning, even if the pres-
ent resources are l imited. In Roma-
nia the trickle of ministerial students
allowed by the government could
double overnight.

In Czechoslovakia, where ministe-
rial training was reduced to corres-
pondence courses and monthly meet-
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ings, a new seminarv has been
authorized, and the division faces the
happv problem of looking for a suit-
able building and establishing a new
curriculum. Pastors are now invited
to teach the Bible in public schools.
As for Friedensau, it tould regain the
prominent role it used to play in min-
isterial training for Central Europe.
And, if the new freedoms reach an
extent that nobodv could even dare
to dream of a few months ago, it
could well be that education and
church schools may represent the
secret weapon of the church as it
faces the challenging opportunities
aneao. Ll
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