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Greative Teaching Through
Gommunity Involvement

eaching creatively through

community involvement has

been an interest of mine for

a long time. However, dur-

ing the past seven years I

have developed some strat-
egies to provide creative learning expe-
riences for my students.

Students in my class have won cash
awards on poster contests, competing
against pupils from their city or state
and even from the entire country. They
have won cash awards for building
rockets, appearing on television to
receive their awards. Some of their work
has been displayed at dinners sponsored
by organizations promoting the contests.
Their achievements have been recog-
nized in the local newspapers and in cur
church journals.

A Creative Environment
Like many other teachers I am not a

By Frieda Mattson

Because the
community is not
aware of our small
Adventist church
schools, we need to
let people know
we exist.

born artist, but I do have an eye for art.
If you, as a teacher, feel you are lacking
in artistic skills, ask a parent or commu-
nity resource person to come in and
judge vour creative projects.

Planning creative activities means
allowing all of your students to partici-
pate if they choose to do so. Some stu-

dents just need a little encouragement
and assistance to come up with creative
ideas and projects. The students with
natural artistic skills can be pace setters
for your classroom. As they work, those
who feel they are lacking in creative
skills can watch and become inspired to
create on their own. If you nurture a
creative environment for all students,
you will soon find your so-called “nonar-
tists” producing works that surprise
everyone.

The Cost of Art

But art supplies cost money, and
many school budgets can’t afford the
outlay of funds. This is especially true in
one- or two-room church schools.

Planning a special project with the
school board or Home and School Asso-
ciation can help with planning and pro-
vide funds for supplies.

At one school, where money was tight,
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I kept a special drawer of art supplies
that I furnished or to which special
friends contributed. Students received
these items as a reward in a school point
systern I devised. They earned points for
clean desks, completed assignments, and
good behavior.

As people see creative things happen-
ing, they often ask how they can help.
Tap into this resource for funds, mate-
rials, and volunteer assistance.

How to Become Involved

Because the community is often not
aware of our small Adventist church
schools, we need to let them know we
exist.

A good source of information is the
local newspaper. Ask for it to be deliv-
ered to your school. If it is too expen-
sive, ask one of the church members to
pass along his or her copy. The paper
will keep you and your students
informed about community happenings
and promotions of events in your area.

Get acquainted with the education
editor at the local newspaper. 1 have
taken my students for a tour of news-
paper offices and invited the education
editor to our classroom to discuss editor-
ial cartoons. As a result, my students
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Get acquainted
with the education
editor at the local
newspaper.

entered the local paper’s editorial car-
toon contest. The education editor later
returned to teach a very successful unit
on foreign newspapers.

Most newspapers promote their pub-
lication through Newspaper Week. You
can receive papers inexpensively, or
even free as we did because we were
involved with educational projects at
our school.

Another way to become involved in
community activities is to read all the
mail that crosses your desk. That enve-
lope that looks like another piece of junk
mail could be information on a contest
that your students could enter. I
received one such item featuring a con-
test on Food Preparation from the U.S.
Agriculture Department. One of my stu-
dents (in a one-room church school of
12 students) made it to the national
finals. This achievement was featured in
our local newspaper.

When your students win a contest or
earn honorable mention, be sure to let
your local newspaper know. They will
often include the information in the
local area or school news section of the
paper. If you supply a picture, it may
also be used. Your local church PR
secretary can help you write up the
news release.

Working Projects Into
the Curriculum

At this point some teachers may say, I
don't have time for any more projects. 1
can't get through all the material now.”
These projects may take a little extra
time, but the results are well worth the
effort. In fact, some of them can save
yvou time. Contest materials usually
include worksheets, brochures, and pic-
torial materials, many of which can be
worked into the curriculum.

For instance, you might want to enter
an Arbor Day contest. This could lead to
the following class projects:

® Study photosynthesis or the parts
of a tree in science,

® Incorporate the planting of a tree
into practical arts or science,

® Make posters for art,

® Write about the meaning of Arbor
Day for English class.

Reports can be utilized for English,
science, and social studies classwork.
One year we planned our whole AJY
Investiture Service around an Arbor
Day theme.



In this way your students can partici-
pate in community beautification. Our
classroom received a certificate from
the governor of the State honoring us
for our involvement. The certificate has
been framed and hangs in a prominent
place in our classroom.

Other contests that blend well into
many school subjects include the follow-
ing: Clean Air Contests sponsored by
the American Lung Association, conser-
vation themes sponsored by wildlife
conservation groups or The Wildlife
Federation, and community clean-up
campaigns. We have entered contests
ranging from “Just Say No” to Drugs, to
the Young Astronaunts Program.

Many of these groups will send people
to the classroom to discuss their special-
ties, thus the children can become active
participants and learn about topics that
are currently in the news. In some cases
teachers will want to bring spokesper-
sons with opposing opinions so that their
students gain a balanced view of the
topic.
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There are many

creative ways to

involve your stu-
dents in the
community.

Who’s to Judge?

Some contests allow only one poster
to be entered for each grade. Others
allow every poster to be entered. These
are preferable because children love to
see their creative works sent off in the
mail. Of course, all of the posters and
artwork should be displayed in the class-
room. Children will have little motiva-
tion to create if they feel no one sees
their work.

You might even have the children
make posters, quilts, or crafts for holi-
days such as Christmas, Easter, and

Adventist Heritage Week and hang them
in the church atrium, if the pastor
agrees. This will keep the school’s activi-
ties before the church family and create
positive attitudes.

If you have a contest to which only
one or two entries can be sent, then ask
an outside judge to come in and make
the final decision. When my students
participate in such a contest, I always
award a small prize to all who entered.

I often use local artists as judges. This
is a good way to reach non-Adventist
artists in the community. Other resource
persons include those in the local com-
munity who have an interest in the sub-
ject presented. People from the Retired
Senior Volunteers Program are often
willing to help as well as judge. Contact
local businesses, Chambers of Com-
merce, or Rotary Clubs for potential
judges.

Many Creative Projects
There are many creative ways to
Continued on page 47
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NEW AGERS
INVADE THE
CLASSROOM

Continued from page 11

mately come down to a conflict between
world-views. Christian teachers have a
solemn responsibility not only to recog-
nize but also to reject practices and
beliefs that contradict Scripture-based
truth.

Thus the challenge is not new. Through
the ages, Christianity has faced attack on
all sides. Secular humanism dismissed it
as superstitious. The New Age lumps it
with Western rationalism and scientism.
But perceptive teachers experience
Christianity in its true character, not in
exaggerated caricature.

The comparisons on page 11 between
New Age and Christian perspectives
may help to dispel the myth of New Age
innocence for an increasing number of
Seventh-day Adventist teachers. O

Dr. Verlie Ward is Assistant Professor of
Education at Walla Walla College, College
Place, Washington. Dr. Gerry Colvin is Dean of
the School of Graduate Studies and Research,
and Professor of Education and Psychology at
Walla Walla College.
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ADDITIONAL READING

The following books and articles are recom-
mended for further insight into the tenets and insi-

nuations of New Age teachings. Most are written
from a Christian perspective, and will be more help-
ful for Christians than the New Age materials
themselves.
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Journal Winter 1981-1982.
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ORGANIZATIONS

Christian Research Institute. P.O. Box 500, San
Juan Capistrano, CA 92693-0500. Publishes a quar-
terly journal, Forward, which covers cults and New
Age issues.

Jesus People USA. 4707 N. Malden, Chicago, IL
60640. Provides tracts warning about the New Age
and publishes the magazine Cornerstone.

Spiritual Counterfeits Project. P.O. Box 4308, Berk-
cley, CA 94704. Publishes informative newsletter
and journal. Has done some of the best work on
cults and New Age issues.

HEALTH AND THE
BIBLE: INSIGHTS
FROM ARCHAEOLOGY

Continued from page 16

vides an inspired guide.

Teaching about biblical health laws in
the light of archaeological insights can
help us and our students avoid the dark-
ness of selfishness and superstition
from which we as God’s people are
called. O

"Texts in this article are taken from Holy
Bible: New Internation Version. Copyright
©1978 by the New York International Bible
Society. Used by permission of Zondervan
Bible Publishers.

Ralph E. Hendrix has just been named Man-
aging Editor of Archaeological Publications
for the Institute of Archaeology at Andrews
University in Berrien Springs, Michigan. A
recent graduate of the SDA Theological Semi-
nary, he has served as a pastor and multigrade
teacher in the Nevada-Utah Conference of
SDA. During the time this article was in proc-
ess, he was participating in an archaeological
dig at Gezer, Israel
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RESOURCES ON ANCIENT HEALTH

The following resources are introductory
materials for the upper secondary and college
level. Most are common works that can be readily
ordered through local bookstores.
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1973.
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ture, and Character. Chicago: University of
Chicago, 1963.
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CREATIVE TEACHING
THROUGH
COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT

Continued from page 27

Children will
have little motiva-
tion to create if
they feel no one
sees their work.

involve your students in the community.
They can enter poetry or prose contests,
declamation contests, and even building
project contests. Two of my students, a
second and fourth grader, won $100
apicce building rockets for a state con-
test. In a declamation contest one of my
students was a finalist for the county.

As you expand your creativity, you
will find how much fun and reward
these activities offer for you and your
students.

Frieda Mattson currently is Principal and
Teacher for grades 3-8 at the High Desert SDA
School in Yucca Valley, California, and is
working on her Ed.S. degree at Loma Linda
University, Riverside, California. She has not
only taught every grade from 1-8, but has also
been involved in special education programs
in denominational and public education in
Florida, Michigan, Wisconsin, and lle Ife, West
Nigeria.
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