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a n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l
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or her ou'n curr icu-
lurr.r planning? The
ansu,er is.yr.r'./

\ \hen I began rny
teaching career in r srnrl l  rurl l  school, I  had no
firrnral preparation, and no experiencccl teachcr
with u'horn to consult.  Unau'arc of rvhat resourccs
were avai lable, I  tel t  t l is:rppointecl u' i th rnanv of the
textbooks. By nrv third vcar, I  had taken sorne
professior-ral cducatiorr courses lnd hlcl attended a
r-rrt ior-ral telchcrs' conr-ention uherc I \ \ .r ls encour-
agcd to try sonre curr iculunr irrnovations.

One conccpt I  f i rund part iculrrr lv chal lengins:
"Instcad of burdening Istudents']  nremories q' i th an
:rrray of narnes ancl theories that have no bearing
upon their l ives, lnd to uhich, once outside the
scho<rlrciorn, thcy rarelv givc a thought, /r t tbun stud1,

all lnnds in tl:c light r,t.t''mission-
ary c.fJbrt, and becor.ne ac-
quaintecl u' i th the peoples ancl
thc i r  needs . " r  Th is  w l ls  so
unlike any social studics class
I had ever takcn or thc con-

tent of the textbooks I u.as using that I  ciecicled t<r
f ircus upon this principle.

I  organizecl rnl '  f i rst attcrnpt at "mult iculnrral

ec luc : r t ion"  a rounc l  a  Un i ted  Nat ions  thernc .
- l 'u 'enn'-f i 'e 

vears later, s,hen I re rurnccl to clcnrcn-
t:rrv school teachingl, rr-ry org:rnizing theme was the
Ser. 'entl ' r-clay Adventist Church. ;Althoueh I had
earnecl a ( loctorir te in curr iculum, I used the sanrc
basic approrrch: ( I  )  conceptual izat ion, (2) organiz.a-
t ion, (3) integration/implcrr.rentat ion, (- l)  culnrina-
t ion. and (.5) o'aluation.

(onceptuolizofion

To plan curr iculurn one ntust clearly
conceptuir l ize what he or she u'ants to
accorr.rplish ancl hor.r' to clo it. My fivc
prirnan' €oals generatecl some relatecl
objectives: (1) to design a fbreign mis-
sion-based social-srudies progran.r, (2) to
al lou srudents to engage in curr iculum
planning, (3) to engage students in a
cooperative learning experience, (4) tO
develop a truh. " integrated" curr iculum,
and (5) to motivate students to consider
mission serv' ice.

To achieve the f irst goal, I  decided
tha t  ue  uou ld  s rudr  man l  count r i cs ,
rather than the few in the textbooks.
Second, I u'ould help students select u.hat
countries and features u'e u.'ould studv.
Th i rd ,  I  uou ld  have s rudents  *ork  in
teams of t\r'o to four. Fourth, I would
integrate other classes, where feasible,
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with social srudies. Last, I q'ould prav for
the Holy Spir i t  to speak to the hearts of rnv
srudents.

0rgonizclion
\4hen I began this venrure, I  u'as

teachinEl grades five through eisht at a
three-teacher school in Bri t ish Colunrbia.
More than half rnv students u'ere non-
Aclventists, some of u, 'hom did not attencl
any church. 

-[ 'he 
class incluclecl nranl.cul-

ru rcs  l ro rn  ( .anad i . rn  So1 ' j96 ,  inc l r r t l i ng  i rs
native peoples.

Before school began, I  draf ied a een-
cral proposal which, I  hopecl, u'as detai lcd
enough to ans\\ 'er anticipatcd questions,
yet broad enough to inr.olr.e stuclents in
curr iculurn plannins. 

' I 'hc 
principal en-

clorsed t l .re plan, subject to school lroarcl
anclconf-erence approval. The school b<irrrd
antl  conference leadership expresscd their
support.  I lou'ever, thel 'u'orr ied that thc
provincial authorit ies rnight cl isapprovc of
any  dev ia t ion  f ro rn  the  i r  cur r i cu lu rn
gJuide l ines.

I bcgan teaching general eeogrrrphical
concepts in anticipation of pror. ' i r .rcial ap-
proval. Wc integratecl rnath ancl social
snrdies as u'c relatet l  lat inrdinal :rncl lon-
eitut l inal measures to the X-\ '  graph in
ari thrnetic. Flven the f l f th-eraclc srudcnrs
quicklv learned to relate the "posit ive" lnd
"negativc" values of the eraph to the "E-

!V/Nr-S" coordinates on the globe.

E,ach morning worship period I reatl
missiolr stories f iorn l 'ar ious books and
journals. This included the then-popular
book, Peace Child,: which I used to inte-
grate Bible class content u' i th social snrcl-
ies .

After I  received provincial approval in
rnid-September under a pol icv encourag-
ing local ly developecl ini t iat ives, the con-
ference superintendent of education asked
me to keep a record of the program. This
resulted in a col lect ion of sl ides rhat sub-
sequently have been used in u,'orkshops
around the u'orld.

Inlegrotion/lmplemenlotion
I introduced the neu' curriculum to

students by say'rng that "this 
vear \\'e are

going to do something entirelv dif ferent."
Overcoming their initial skepticism, thev
elected two eighth-grade srudenrs ro co-

I'I/e receiL, ed plsterc,

ln'o c b t t re s, fi 'oa e I fo Llns,

c s len rla t s, o 7 tifa ctt,

coitts an{l nnt'ency,

s-ttmll [n'ofurcts ond

c I ot b c s, .food so n r ples,,

ntoL'ies ottd slirles, tnpe

recyrrl in gs, school nrus-

poper\ ond perconal

lenus Jront botb chil-

th'en rnd sfuilts.

ch:r ir  the progranr.
After much discussion, the srudents

agreecl that thev s ould l ike to kr.rorv u'hat i t
g'ould be l ike to l ive in a f irreign culrure
and hou',  as Christ ians, thev rvoulcl "u' i t-

ness" to their fr iends. 
-I 'hev 

concluded that
thev should learn rbout the f lmilv l i f -e,
dress, education, recreation, rel i  gion, uork,
transportat ion, cl irr-rate, and eeoerapht. 0f
each countn' thev studied. This u'as a
much more an'rbit ious undertaking than I
rnight have attempted i f  I  hrd planned the
curriculum.

The srudents f-elt  rhat thev should de-
velop a theme. The n-rorning uorship

materials irnrl  Biblc class cl iscussions helpc<l
thern choose "u' i tnessing." " ' [ 'o Knoll ,
About-f esus" appeared r in the f irst btr l le t in
bolrd that the clrrss desiened rrnt l  con-
structed. 

' I 'hc 
thenre lvrs furthcr enh:rncerl

bv the selcct ion of a thenrc song, ", \ lorc

About -fesus." \ \ 'c rverc able to ger r
berrut ihrl  trrped lccornpar-r irnent, which
rnadc our singing : l  source of de l ieht.

' l 'he 
sftr( lents divi t lcd r l ' re rvorlr l  int<r

"cl ivisior-rs" . :rnd t leclaret l  thernsclr.es "dir. i

sion of l lcers." Oriqinrr l l r ' ,  the rcrrnrs in-
cludcd nvri  studcnts, usurr l l r '  :rn Ac[r,cr-rt ist
an t l  l  non-Advent is t .  In  inos t  ins t lnces ,
oldcr students uere pairecl u' i th t<rungcr
\ tu ( len ts .  Br  rhe  t i r l l ou in r l  spr inq .  o r re
telrn h:rd becn reduced to :r single pcrs()n
(r i i th his :rppror".r l) ,  uhi le others had in-
crerrscrl  to three or f i tur ls transfcr stuclcnts
joinetl  our clrrss.

The Adventist stuclents suggestecl l
"( leneral ( lonfere nce Session" :rs a culrni-
n: l t inq activin .  Althoueh rhis concept u'rrs
rr l ie n to nrost of the sftrdents, the 1'acce pted
it lfier rve invited l returnecl n-rissionary
and cl ir- ision off icer to visi t  the class and
describc i t  to the nr. \ \-e then orsaniz.ed the
spri nq calendar to al lou't inrc for reports on
erch group's respective division.

Since l l 'e could devote onlv a port ion of
eirch cl lv to this social snrdies project, u'e
al lorved each te,rm a ful l  u'eek ro present i ts
report. As prrrt Of thrrt report, each team
decorated the classroom, arranged f irr  guest
speakers, movies, and sl ide presentarions,
and gl'r'e personal reports. Each student
had to present a 30-minute oral report on
a spccif.ic countn' r.r'ithout reading from
notes. 

' l 'his 
could be done in three 10-

minute segrnents, n{'o 1-5-rninute segments,
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or one J0-minute period. After each pre-

sentation, the student haci to ansu'er class-

rnates' questions. During this question

time, the student could refer to rcsearch

r.naterial.  Snri lents not involvecl in the

prcsentation \\ , 'ere expected to take notes.

Each tearn had to select three countr ies

in i ts respective division that u'ould rep-

resent that part of the world. Thev then

had to contact church ancl governlnent

off icials or other persons, describing their

project and asking for assistance. \ \ 'e spent

one language-arts period draftinga "model"

letter, which each team adapted to i ts ou'n

needs. I  proofread each letter before i t  u'as

rnai led. The school board underu'rote

rnost of the postafie costs.
I suggested that students use their home

addresses on al l  correspondence so that

each chi ld could havc the thri l l  ofreceiving

overseas mail .  This kept parents informed

of what we were doing.

As they wrote their letters in Septern-
ber and October, students began planning

how they might decorate the room, bulletin

boards, and classroom walls in the spring.

Nthough the school had very meager re-

sources, it did provide corrugated paper

and some art supplies.
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,Snrclt'ttts duttott-

fi'stcd thot tbq, cotrlrl

co t r cc pfr ut I ize, dcsi et t,

iltul irrrplortent o

tr r issio tr -bsserl sods I

sttulies ln'opt'otlr.

Students also began their search fbr

inforn.rat ion and resource people. Formal

snrdv focused on general concepts from

the social srudies textbooks, and cl imatic

concepts frorn their science classes.

I lanv f i lms u'ere avai lable from the

public l ibran',  the provincial resource

center in Victoria, foreign consulates in

l 'ar ious ( lanadian cit ies, and various travel

agencies. The president of the Brit ish

Columbia Conference obtained approval

for the purchase of al l  avai lable l l ission

Spotl ight programs, u-hich u'ere then

loaned to us for the academic vear.

A nun-rber of former missionaries, con-

sulate personnel, and immigrants served as

resource persons. In addit ion, we made

extensive use of l iat ionol Geogrophic

magazines irnd reference books, picrure

books fearuring various countries, ency-

clopedias, social studv textbooks, and ma-

terials frorn the United Nations. One of

our rnost important tools u'as the Setettth-

day ,ldt,entist |'enrbook, a near-man'el to
rnanv of the srudents. Upon le arning about
our project, the local l ibrarian volunteered

to spencl several evenings helping srudcnts
locate material fbr their reports.

Bv mid-October, i t  becarne clear that
u'e u'ould need more than replular class

tirne to present the dai lv reports. 
' l 'he 

stu-

dents decidetl  to al lou'-10-90 rninutes dai ly
for each report.  Other classes receivecl

extra attention cluring the fal l  ancl winter
months, u'hi le the fbrmal social studies

period rvas reduced. 
' I 'his 

poseci no real

scheduling problern, as manv of thc project

activi t ies u'ere integrated into other parts

of the daih' schedule.
J luch  o f  the  languagc ar ts  t ime \ r ' l s

devoted to r.r ' r i t ing letters of request, re-

searchins cno'clopedias and journals, and

draft ing reports. The older sruclents helped

rne cri t ique the rnaterial.  As rnentioned

earl ier, srudents spent a part of their sciencc

classes srudr.ing causes and e{1-ects of clirnate

upon environrnent and l i fe-swle. Many

math problems grer! '  out of student re-

search. Art classes srudied the principles of

design, color, sketching, and lettering. The

srudents used these concepts to make room

decorations and design bul let in boards.

Spell ing l ists u'ere revised to include neu'

u'ords from the social snrdies project.

Bible classes achieved a neu'vital i ty as

chi ldren began to appreciate the signif i-

cance of their theme: "To Know About

Jesus; To Tel l  About Jesus." They now

had a reason to studv the Bible. They

began to grasp the significance of Mrs.

\\hite's statement about Solomon, who
"sought to honor Ciod by adding to his

mental and spirirual strength, and by con-

t inuing to impart to others the blessings he
received."r

lmplemenlofion
Excitement gre\,r'as the first responses

began to trickle in. ByJanuary rt became a



flood. The Far Eastern and South Pacific
divisions were most generous in their sup-
port. Among secular sources, the former
Eastern Bloc nations u'ere the most l iberal.

\4re received posters, brochures, travel
folders, calendars, artifacts, coins and
currency, srnall products and clothes, fbod
samples, movies and slides, tape recorclinpJs,
school newspapers, and personal letters
frorn both. children and adults. Non-
Adventist srudents and their prrents \\ 'ere
impressecl that high SDA church officials
from various world divisions u'ould take
the tinre to u'rite letters ofer)cotlragelltent
ancl support to srudents in such I srlall
country school.

Of all the iterns receivetl. the srudents
rnost highly priz-cd these three:

' A pidgin English Sabbath school
quaitcrly frorn New Guine:r. This gener-

atcd a sprrte of unique piclgin L,nulish as
stuilents comparecl the biblical refcrences
of that publication with their ou'n Bibles.

t A series of unnrounted J5rnrn fl ln-r-
strips sn.ruggled out of Erst (lerttranv re-
portinfi on progrcss ofthe work behind the
Berlin Wall. This gener'ltecl a sense of
achieverncnt, since thc srudents received
something not then avrri lable even through
Mission Spotlight.

. A letter and slicles frorn the prirne
ministe r of Austrl l ia. The stuclents rve re
exci ted to v iew scenes of  the pr inte
minister's office, the legislative chtrmbers,
and sketches ofthe new ancl architecturallv
unique capitol then under construction in
(lanberra.

Many students \.\'rote more than the
minimum number of letters. Extra posta€ie
costs were covered lty private contributions.
Some students paid for their own posta€ie.

The student teams u'orked rvell to-
gether. Most generouslv shared their ef-
forts with transf-er students who arrived
during the year, and readil l 'helped n.rem-
bers of other teatns. The exception $ as in
the only team comprised of t\^'o non-
Adventists. The older member was a
multiple-handicapped child.'fhe younger
child could not handle the frustration of
workingwith him. \\rith adrnirable under-
standing, the handicapped srudent volun-
teered to work alone. Interestingly, his
efforts quickly became recognized b,v his
classmates as among the best. His srudv

(hn' socis I sfiulies p'0-

,qt u t I t cle ot'11, sb ou' etl

thst 14, 1,,rt*'ating n

globol utniru lutlt, sttt -

dents beconte nlore

hrouledgeoble nbo ut the

uorld in uhich tbey liue,

u,bile gn i t r irt s' i nr por'-

tnrrt concepts rnd sfid1,

skills.

area, the South Pacif ic Division, showered

him u' i th an abundance of materials un-

equalled bv any other source.

As the year progressed, the students

schec iu led  f i ln rs  anc l  re levant  Miss ion

Spotl ight prosrarns, edit ipg them to f l t

their plannecl rep()rts. 
- I-hev 

contacted in-

d iv idua ls  represent ins  the i r  respec t ive

countr ies, arr irngecl f i rr  class visi tors, irnd

preparecl decorative rnaterials for their

reporrs.

Glminotion
Spring arr ivecl al l  too quickly. We

dreu' lots to clete rmine the order of reports.

Each Fridav af iernoon during Apri l  and

Ilat ' ,  students decorated the room and

prepared fbr the fol lou' ing week's presen-

tat ions. Some teams had received so much

rnaterial that thev had to change the three

bullet in board displays clai ly.

The onlv "competit ion" was in the

design of bulletin boards. 
'lhe 

results

shou'ed great creativity and quality.

\\'it}rout exception, students researched

carefullv and thoroughly, had well-docu-

mented references, and answered their

classmates' questions with authority. Sev-

eral teams made excel lent use of Mission

Spotl ight materials, select ing and rear-

ranging the slides and excerpting the tapes

to suit their presentations.
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Several students presented excel lent
rrrovies, including the Children r.tJ'tfu W''orld

serics cl istr ibuted by LNES(lO.
\ \ ' ' e  p a r t i c u l a r l v  l p p r c c i r t e d  t h e

Adventist missionaries, governrnent of l i -

cials, parents, and irnmigrants u,ho brought
art i fhcts and dressed in the clothine of the
countn' being studiecl.  \ \re also appreci-

ated the manv tapes made bl' overseas
missionaries and students. 

' I-hese 
included

monologues, greetings fiorn sruclents, r'er-
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bal tours of mission stat ions and inst i tu-

t ions, choral nrusic, native clances, arrd the
souncls of n:rt ive bircls ;rnd arr irnals. Thc

students \\'ere so irr-rpressed rvith the cle-
scril.ltion of the barnboo dance frorn the
Phil ippines that thev atternpted to dupl i-

cate i t .
A highl ight \ \ .as the appearance of a

Russian irnmigrant. Overcoming his re-
Iuctance to appear in publ ic, he described
l i fe in his horneland and conveyed the deep

t  J *

i ; i ; '  r ;

i ; l  r ' t i ; f {  c ' i

r a l i ' 11 '  f  i i  !  t - ' . \ t ' ! , t i  r  t

r, t- . ; ' i  I  I

Russian lovc of frrnri lv. 
' I 'he 

students \! 'ere
so inrpressecl th:rt  thev rskecl hinr to rcrurn.
Thc f ir lkru, ins ycar hc cnrol lc<l his son in
our church school.

Another highl ight was the snrusslecl
m:rtcr ials frorn Ir lst ( lerrnanv. Althoueh

the lccorrrpanyitrg script w:rs in fracturct l
F.nel ish, the sl ides dcpicted beauti ful chrrp-
cls, a castle converted into a t 'outh ev'. l r lge-
l ist ic centcr, r ' i rr i r ius church services, lr
church s:rvccl fronr flen' clcstruction llv a
Russian solcl ie r,  lncl {roups of voutrg pcoplc
in Sabbrth school antl  part icipating in
Sabbath afternoon hikes. 

' l i reether, 
sl ides

rind conrrnentan'pre se nted a powerf ir l  rp-
pc,r l  to prav t i l r  r \clventist Christ inrns in
c()t t i ln unist countr ies.

' l 'he 
ethnic f irocls sen'ed hv str-rdents

rrnd p:rre nts u'cre :r popul:rr fcrture of somc
reports. J-his unclerscorecl thc dccp interest
in thc proerarn by various parents.

Evoluotion
\ \hat did thc snrclcnts lcarn frorn al l

this act ir . i tv? \\ 'ere the original goals real-

iz.ed? Did the results just i f l '  the cxtra u'ork?
l.  Feedbrck frorn srudents, parents,

lnernLrers of the school bo,rrd, other teach-
ers, ancl the conf-erence director of edrica-
t ion was uniformll '  positrve.

2. Students clen-ronstrated that they
could ccinceprual ize, design, and irnple-
nent a mission-based social studies pro-

grarn. Only rarely did I have to make
susgestions about things I f-elt the students
hatl  overlooked.

J. Students not only u'orked u'ell to-

gether in tearns, but also cooperated with
other teams.

4. Curriculum integration of the pro-



graln frcquently obscured thc tracl i t ional
class bounclaries. Even rnore rcrnarkablc
was the chi ldren's nx)t ivat ion as they prtr-
sucd the project outsiclc ofschool.

5. Achieverne nt tests showctl  t l . rat the
students irnproved signif icantly in sornc
arc: ls, part icularlv in rescarch/stu(lr .  ski l ls.

6. ' \krrc irnportantl l '  than ani '  of thc
;rbove, however, wcre t l-re sruclents'  in-
creasecl a\\ , 'areness and appreciat ion that
chi ldren anrund the world were not rnuch
cl i f f l rent fronr thernselvcs, that "al l  chi l-
clren srni le in thc sarne language," and that
t 'nission work was a chal leng'e to u'hich thev
rnight aspire.

\Ari l l  anv of thcsc sruclents sen'e in
other hncls? Onlv t irr .re u. i l l  tel l .  At the
ckrsc of thc year, one of the non-Arlventist
studcnts u'ho had init ial ly been inrcrestet l
only in rnotorcycles and lutornobiles sai i l
he  l r : rd  t lec i t l c . l  to  bccor r rc  r r  r r r i ss ion ln .

Our  soc ia l  s tud ies  progra ln  c lcar lv
showed that bv intcgratine a slobal cur-
r iculum, students becorne rnore knowl-
cdgeable about the worlcl  in u,hich thev
l ive while gaining irnportant concepts ancl
study ski l ls. ol

L tttil hi.r t'{autt t'ctirut(nt. Dt'. 1.. .\t.ruli,
C h a ce u rt s Professor oJ- C' urt'ic u I um t n d' Itsr c h er.
EdttL'ation at Andreu's Unit'ersity, Berrien
Springs, trIichigan.
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