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EDITORIAL

What Have They Seen in Your

Classroom?

while back, a long-time friend

told me, “I'll never forget that

my third-grade teacher said

I’d never amount to anything.”

Anotheracquaintance,

looking back on his freshman
year at an Adventist college, said, “The
president told me I just wasn’t college
materjal.”

Twenty-five years after an academy
principal sought to withhold the diploma
a student had been promised if he made
up a class, that student would not par-
ticipate in alumni ceremonies honoring
the principal.

An elementary teacher, hearing a
young man speaking publicly about a
Maranatha project for which he had
helped to raise funds, said, “I never
thought that Eric* would ever do any-
thing like that.”

In only 18 percent of K-12 schools
in the North American Division do at
least three-quarters of students say that
they do not feel put down by teachers,
according to the Valuegenesis study.

In different ways, several articles in
this issue offer ideas to improve relation-
ships between people involved in school-
ing students. Dorothy Watts suggests
using worships to share “warm fuzzies”
in notes students write to one another.
Arthur Devlin gives some hints for solv-
ing people problems—whether with stu-
dents, parents, board members, or your
fellow teachers. And Sandra Brooks’ ar-
ticle tells how to reach out to bored,
hostile students.

Let me suggest some additional
ideas. As teachers we need to both teach
and model the kind of behavior we want
to see in our students. When was the last
time you phoned or wrote a note of
praise to a student or parent? Even
when dealing with serious disciplinary
infractions, do you, like Christ, “[discern]
infinite possibilities” in every child? Do
you see your students “as they might be,

transfigured by His grace”? (Education, p.
80). Do you deal kindly but forcefully
with taunting, racial or ethnic slurs, and
bullying? Do you encourage your stu-
dents to praise each other? Do you pray
with them and for them?

Schools are being asked to take over
many of the child-raising tasks that used to
be the responsibility of homes and
churches. There is brokenness even in
Christian homes these days—divorce,
death, abuse, alienation. Perhaps only in
school will your students have the oppor-
tunity to see modeled the way Christians
ought to treat each other. What is their
experience in your classroom?

The adults referred to at the beginning
of this editorial are now successful in their
chosen professions—a healthcare adminis-
trator, a well-paid partner in a drafting
firm, and a police officer who takes great
joy in traveling with McGruff, the crime-
fighting dog, teaching kids how to “take a
bite out of crime.” But only one of them
still attends church. And they all remem-
ber with startling clarity the way they were
treated so many years ago.

The youngest of those mentioned
above, Eric, is working part time and at-
tending college, stll active in church and
looking forward to becoming a teacher
himself. He told me wistfully the other
day, “I think I would have done better if
even one of my teachers had encouraged
me, had said, ‘I think you have the poten-
tal to be a good student.””

You can create a different kind of
memories for your students. Through
consistent emphasis and modeling, both
privately and in classrooms and assemblies,
you can shape the kind of school that you
want, a school that will prepare students
for a life of caring and achievement on this
earth and for a place in God’s heavenly
kingdom.—B.J.R.

* Not bis veal name.
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