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swdenis who sorgete with their tmes tabios WRESTLING
Ve Huststed L‘(;:"].L‘.‘:r{)?‘i ever siee L owell WITH THE TIM ES_

prerey sach forever Students wha don't

lears their fanes tabies make unpecessary TABLES PROB_

mistakes on problems, Snling tarther be-
Mend as e gooes o For decades, seachers LEM, I THINK I

ave viewed wuch pupies as fnzy or pnwil-

g to work through the needed detlls oy HAVE FINALLY ©othey appear o this
Sash cards Ard consciowsi or uncon- FOUND A SOLU - bt For a student to

serously, they have treated them with frasrasion and even Creceive antATmm

disgust. Frey at first enicottrage them to sry zarder, but even- TION IN A ©soclong he ar she

tralhv even pantent teachers siip mre sccasing looks and woe- © st spell or use
ful wiances as students Dot to memortze hastie math e, And pLACE I NEVER o the words on the
worst of all, these students view shemselvedas "dunb™ or ¢ Prioriry List cor-

Sstuptd” They conne 1o believe they can't do math or Hgure WOULD HAVE ©orecthy 10 percent
our problems, :

Doof fhe un
Adfter two decades of wresthing with the guses-tables EXPECTED U whether on g

proble, | thisk T have finaliv tound a solution . 150 place — Dspelling quiz orin a

I never would have expected—un o Rebeeca Sizton Spelling research paper for history, The Prioriry Word List 1 so -
Workshop. This excellent program emphasizes the “look of portang, in fact, that the words are posted on the wall at the
fireracy,” not just with the weekly spelling words, butm bt frone of the classroom or isted i students’ notebooks for
the writing that studenis produce. It incorporates the most ready access, If students do not feel vertatn of the spelling of
frecuently wsed words i the Englich langssage. althongh ad- otre of these words, they are to "develop the obligartion to

dittonal words can easily be added from the curriculum. One ook, that 15 to refer to the posted Hise, since Prioriey Words
thimy that espectabiv caught mry serention wis the Prioriay st awavs be welied righe
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This Hre of rewsontng appualed to
tevel are constdered so tmiportans that BY JIM ROY mie because 1 had already conciuded
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that ot all students are wherently
gifted spellers. T belteve that some peo-
ple have an “ineelligence™ for Tinguage
and spelling that others do not possess.
Most spelling programs require students
to memorize i st of words cach week
for 1 quiz. This only reverts the good
memorizers and those with the gift of
spelling mtelligence. bur does nothing
to help every student develop the look
of Lteraey i alb sehiool work, The tdea
thae students are expected to look at
tre Prioriey Word List to ensure correct
spelling of specific words emphasizes
the necd tor accuracy, while at the
stme tnte accommodating students
wiose brans are wired differenthe The
ol s o stedens o produce gualiey e
ton ivark,

Thas basic prinviple can work tor
mathy, as well. The goal i forall ssu-
denes to dedd confidenty and aecurately
with everyday math and to be problem
salvers using the language of numbers
G5 Loalss JUSE fy SO sTUEeTES possess
Linguave/speliing intelhigence, athers
have 3 vmnber mmrelhgence, Thew
purber gurus fnd 1r casy 1o grisp and
et ize math facts, Agan carly o
they can ratthe off answers 1o adidie
and subtraceion amd even T
runes tibles problems.

Their suecess can be
misteading, though, as many
teachors assune that st some
students can dearwe the tines
tabies casiby, all of thems
sirotdd be able to do so with
some eforg,

By soknowledarsye thar
sorre students sertggic with
surth skabis, we open i
door to the "Sitton Solu-
ton.” We thus encouragy
stedents to “develop the
ubliation 1o look™ m order
to soive number probles,
ard o appldy the lws of
tath to cortfront suple and
complex challenges m hee IF
we keep students forever
drillisng o their nmes -
bles, noe dllowing them to
do real math umid they have
flely mastered these facs,
nuny studentsowill never
undderstand swhy they should
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sty 1zath and will
eventually bate every
MUEC Spent ot it
|

Posting the Facts

Instead of con-
smuing thes dance of
faliee with stadenies,
where the mumoriz-
ers are rewarded for memortzing {and
tsetalby oot much elsel. and the non-
mentorizers are rotadly elminaeed from
math particzpation, why not chanrge the
sverem? Imagine a clussroon wiere
pertirtent math facts are posted around
the roan: alongside prioriey spelitng
words, A Lirge anid, four feet square, s
mounted on one wall with the num-
bere 2 through 12 acrass the top and
dow the tett side, wish the corre-
sponding product placed within the
srid, Stadenss can e ata glanee what
Tx 8 or 3X % or any other nimes
table problem. This
plced in cach of the students” note-

urid can absw be
books for quick personal reference,
Why get hung up on seudenty inabiliy
to mewnorize busic math taces when
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Some will say

FOR STUDENTS | g poving ot
- TO PRODUCE
QUALITY WRIT-
- TEN WORK.

ficts provides a
crutely for studens
o depend upon -
stead of fearning the
facts, bue | disagree.
Fam comeed that
stidents will nise the
chart only s Tong as they need o | re-
mid ey studenns thar s more effi-

crent and quicker to memorize the
timtes tabies; but evert 1t they have not
vet done so.they sl must sulve proh-
Jermns vorrectiv Theretore, they must
“develop the obligation o ook ™ ar the
grid. It 't as gquick or effictent to
ook, bur it will Iwelp them produce
quality work with righr answers, As stu-
dents succeed mmath, thes will even
twally cote 1o the pomt where they
don’s need the grid anvmore,

becime more comvineed of the
vahidity of this dea recentiv as |
shared it wich a 3th gride
teacter. As T started o doserthe
the grid and what weing 10 ngdi
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mnd-sentence and asked 1t she was all
right. ] had L lud sod something that
upset her?

N she said. 1 a L‘[U;i”}' DTLINY
with what vou are saving. The thing
that got to me L Lowell ] was one of
those kids who struggded with marth
and cspecially with times tables” She

pansed before connnuing, “1ve never

Photo Removed

told anvone this betore, but . Fall
do. T sall struggle wath tumes tables”
The teacher was nat dow or lazy,
She had a postgraduate degree and was
thoughttul and arvculare. Her col-
leaguies constdered her asharp protes-
storral. Yer she mamncined this quice
struggle and tele so serongdy abouc i
that tears welled up in her eves when

1AM CONVINCED

- THAT STUDENTS
WILL USE THE

. CHART ONLY AS

LONG AS THEY
NEED TO.

she thought abour it Do we think that
our students are less attected than this
teachers

Posting basic Tearning facts (e, ad-
divon tables for the lower grades, mul-
tiphcation tibles tor muddle grades and
up. tormulas for area aud volame for
upper grades) will improve student per-
formance m several says, Firs ie high -
Lights the prioricy of certain intorma-
tion. These facts are so fportant that
we st always be aceurate when using
thenn. Second, 1 helps seadents tocus
on thmking skills and problem solving
rather than on rote memorization. Aud
third. because of the intormation’s cou-
stant presence e the classroom, stue
dents will Tearn and underscand many
tacts thar cinded them betore, Whether
It is priorty spelling words, basie wath
facts, or vital seience wkormaton, why
maike it a gune of hide and swek? In-
stead, tratstorm the clssroont meo a
Billboard of niportant intormation, and
then deagn asstgnnenes chat nitke ap
plying che mrormuation more important
than memorizing it =¥

Jim Roy fricvarked in
chfeeneia vdinarion fns en-
rivi cdner e fet 2
yrats f the K42 syveenn
s reachien, principal, amd -
socdatte stpernitertdont, il
e st fouk pedes teachig
i the Ldivanan Depare-
meent af Pacitic ron Colfege in Aaaem, Cali-
Aovwit. He ot elie anddior of the soon-r-he-re-
featsend hoak, Saul Shaperss A Beteer Plan tor
Iarenes and Educarors eRevicie and Fovald),
wleicle comrpares the ideas of 15 iliarn Classer
and Elfere 1 Teive, Me Ry fe napbieng o fifs see-
atned booke, e auedhorized Biagriphy of Classer oy
gt of fiis doctonad dissertation jor La Serra
Eriversing i Rivenide, (f.-n’g'ﬂu‘nr'.z.
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