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hile many teachers were
enjoying a well-deserved
break from school, a new
General Conference (GC)
education team was voted
in this summer. Every five

years, the global Seventh-day Ad-
ventist family convenes (this time
in Atlanta) to elect the president of
the church and other leaders who
will serve around the world. Educa-
tion is well represented in the final
line-up. The newly voted president,
Dr. Ted Wilson, earned a doctorate
in religious education. Three gen-
eral vice presidents have spent sig-
nificant parts of their careers in ed-
ucation: Drs. Ella Smith Simmons,
Delbert Baker, and Benjamin
Schoun. For the first time in the his-
tory of the church, a woman was
elected to head the General Confer-
ence Department of Education
(me!). This is evidence indeed of

the empowering and equalizing
force of education that should en-
courage girls and women to study
well, in preparation for service
wherever the Lord may lead.

We salute and say good-bye to
Dr. C. Garland Dulan, who dedi-
cated 35 years of uninterrupted
service to the cause of education
in the Seventh-day Adventist
Church that culminated in leading
the global work of education as di-
rector of education. Dr. John
Fowler has not yet retired but
plans to, having worked for the
church for over half a century. His
past 15 years have been here in
the Department of Education.
Long-time readers of the JOURNAL
will recognize his name as author
and consultant, if not having met
him or heard him speak some-
where in the world.

Along with fond farewells, we
also welcome new associate direc-
tors who join the GC Education
Team: Drs. John Wesley Taylor (edi-
tor of Dialogue and chair of the
JOURNAL Advisory Board), Mike
Lekic (executive secretary of the
Adventist Accrediting Association),
and Hudson E. Kibuuka (our expert
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Introducing the New Team 
and Game Plan
By Lisa M. Beardsley



in math/science education and
board training). But not everyone is
new. Continuing on the team are
Associate Director Dr. Luis A.
Schulz (editor of the international
edition of the JOURNAL), Beverly J.
Robinson-Rumble (editor of the
English edition of the JOURNAL), and
Susana Schulz, editorial assistant
for our “other journal,” Dialogue.
This journal equips university/col-
lege students and young profession-
als to successfully deal with the in-
tellectual, spiritual, and lifestyle
issues that challenge them as they
study on secular campuses. 

Our team works with 13 world
division directors of education (see
sidebar on page 61). They oversee
accreditation of K-12 education in
their region, along with many other
aspects of the educational work. We
work together with them on accred-
itation of higher education, as well
as supporting teachers and adminis-
trators through publication of the
JOURNAL and presentation of confer-
ences, workshops, and meetings.

Our GC team was selected on the
basis of their capacity to serve a
global church. Among them, nine
languages are spoken (English,
Finnish, French, German, Kiswa hili,
Luganda, Portuguese, Serbo-Cro  -
a tian, and Spanish), and eight pass-
ports are in constant use (Argentina,
Canada, Finland, Germany, Switzer-
land, Uganda, the U.K., and the
U.S.A.).
Those are the players—a very

international team of dedicated
and well-qualified Adventist educa-
tors. We also have a four-point
game plan for the new quinquen-
nium. Foremost is to reinforce Ad-
ventist identity and mission, char-
acterized by:
a. Meaningful integration of

faith and learning in the various
disciplines and a biblical world-
view overall;
b. Balanced, whole-person, re-

demptive education that develops
the ability “to think and to do” and
restores in students the image of
God (Education, p. 17);
c. Adventist essentials in gradu-

ate and professional programs;
d. Adventist philosophy of edu-

cation in distance education, deliv-
ery of intensives for non-residen-
tial cohorts, and urban campuses; 
e. Academic quality;
f. Spiritual master plans appro-

priate for the level and type of stu-
dent; and
g. Use of the Bible and Advent -

ist textbooks.
The second goal is to

strengthen leadership and adminis-
tration, and demonstrate accounta-
bility and effective governance
through robust institutional deci-
sion-making processes and struc-
tures, supported by journal arti-
cles, handbooks, and board
training workshops.
Third, we seek to expand the

capacity of all teachers to achieve
the redemptive purposes of Advent -
ist education and to model Advent -
ist values and lifestyle; and to in-
crease, where needed, the

3http:// jae.adventist.org                                                                                      The Journal of Adventist Education • October/November 2010

Left to right: Beverly J. Robinson-Rumble, Editor, The Journal of Adventist Education: Lisa M. Beardsley, Director of Education; Esther Rodriguez, Administrative 
Assistant; Mike Mile Lekic, Associate Director of Education; John Wesley Taylor, V, Associate Director of Education; Luis A. Schulz, Associate Director of Education;
Susana Schulz, Editorial Assistant, Dialogue; Chandra Goff, and Linda Torske, departmental secretaries. Inset:  Hudson E. Kibuuka, Associate Director of Education.
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percentage of Seventh-day Advent -
ist teachers who work in the sys-
tem. We plan to:
a. Encourage induction and de-

velopment of all teachers in the
area of faith and learning;

b. Increase access to the JOURNAL;
c. Strengthen the role of religion

and theology teachers;
d. Add to the Handbook series

for teachers;
e. Offer regional conferences

about faith and learning, assess-
ment of spiritual master plans, Ad-
ventist philosophy of education, etc.
f. Promote education as a call-

ing, and the practice of credential-
ing and commissioning of teachers. 

The fourth goal is to nurture Sev-
enth-day Adventist students in non-
Adventist higher education and
partner with other GC departments
(Chaplaincy, Children’s Ministries,

Youth, Family Ministries) to
strengthen, through the divisions,
the ministry of churches to all Sev-
enth-day Adventist students. To ac-
complish this, we plan to:
a. Increase access to Dialogue;
b. Monitor the preparation of fu-

ture teachers and recruit teachers
and other personnel needed for Ad-
ventist higher education (in line
with our third goal); and
c. Expand membership in the

Adventist Professionals’ Network
(http://apn.adventist.org).
d. Address access barriers so as

to increase the percentage of Sev-
enth-day Adventist students in de-
nominational schools.

There you have it: the Team and
Game Plan. What are your thoughts
on how to strengthen Adventist mis-
sion and identity? What are some
practical ways the JOURNAL might
support school leadership and effec-

tive decision-making by school
boards? How can we be better part-
ners with teachers to achieve the
redemptive purposes of Adventist
education? And how should we ex-
tend Adventist education outside of
its formal educational structures to
have an impact where the majority
of Adventist students are? We’re not
in this alone—we want to hear from
you. It’s more than a game—we aim
to score for eternity.

Lisa M. Beardsley, Ph.D., M.P.H., M.B.A., Director
Editor in Chief, Dialogue
Liaison to North American Division (NAD)

Hudson E. Kibuuka, D.Ed., Associate Director
Liaison to the following divisions: Southern

Africa-Indian Ocean (SID), Southern Asia-Pacific
(SSD), Southern Asia (SUD) 

Mike Mile Lekic, Ph.D., M.P.H., M.Div., Associate
Director 

Executive Secretary, Accrediting Association of Sev-
enth-day Adventist Schools, Colleges, and Universities
Liaison to the following divisions: East-Central

Africa (ECD), Euro-Asia (ESD), Northern Asia-Pacific
(NSD), Trans-European (TED)

Luis A. Schulz, Ed.D., Associate Director
Associate Editor, The Journal of Adventist Educa-

tion (International Edition)
Liaison to the following divisions: Euro-Africa

(EUD), South American (SAD)

John Wesley Taylor V, Ph.D., Ed.D., Associate Director 
Editor, Dialogue
Advisory Board Chair, The Journal of Adventist Ed-

ucation
Liaison to the following divisions: Inter-American

(IAD), South Pacific (SPD), West-Central Africa (WAD)

Beverly J. Robinson-Rumble, M.A.
Editor, The Journal of Adventist Education

Susana Schulz, M.A.
Editorial Assistant, Dialogue

To date, the following division directors of educa-
tion have been elected:

ESD: Branislav Mirilov, Ph.D.
EUD: Barna Magyarosi, Th.D. 
IAD: Gamaliel Flórez, D.Min.
NSD: Chek Yat Phoon, Ph.D. 
SAD: Edgard Leonel Luz, M.A.
SID: Ellah Kamwendo, Ph.D. 
SPD: Barry Hill, Ph.D. until December 15, 2010,

thereafter Malcolm T. Coulson, Ph.D.
SSD: Lawrence L. Domingo, Ed.D.
TED: Daniel Duda, D.Min. 

Elections to be held for appointment of division
education directors later this year:

ECD (vacated by Hudson E. Kibuuka, D.Ed.)
NAD (incumbent Larry D. Blackmer, M.A.)
SUD (incumbent Nageshwar Rao, Ph.D.)
WAD (incumbent Chiemela Ikonne, Ph.D)

Lisa M. Beardsley
is world Director
of Education for
the Seventh-day
Adventist Church
in Silver Spring,
Maryland, U.S.A.

T H E  W O R L D  E D U C A T I O N  T E A M

Editorial continued from page 3
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In addition to their use for continuing education credit, the Philosophy 
of Adventist Education study materials in this issue are an excellent re-
source for teacher conferences, school board training sessions, and 
small group study. The materials will immediately be available on the
JOURNAL’S Website (http://jae.adventist.org), and the October/Nov -
 ember 2010 issue can be purchased in bulk at a discounted price by 
contacting the JOURNAL’S office assistant, Chandra Goff, at 
(301) 680-5069. E-mail: goffc@gc.adventist.org.

Richard Rice’s two-part continuing education articles on “Bible 
Doctrines” have been recently updated, and are also available 
in PDF format for easy download at the JOURNAL’S Website: 
http://jae.adventist.org/.
Be sure to also check out the list of other Continuing Edu- 

cation materials available at the Website.
To subscribe to THE JOURNAL OF ADVENTIST EDUCATION (or 

obtain back issues), using a credit card, call the number below. 
Or fill out and mail the coupon with a check or money order.
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The Andrews Study Bible is an innovative and practical 
presentation of the Scriptures. It is designed for both the new 
believer and the experienced Bible student. In the Andrews 
Study Bible you will find Light, Depth, and Truth. You will be 
inspired to follow the Bible in a deep study in the things of 
God. You will be led to a life of service for Christ and the hope 
of His soon return. 

AndrewsStudyBible.com
universitypress.andrews.edu

• New King James Version

• 12,000 original study notes 

• A unique reference system illuminating great themes of 
the Bible 

• Prepared by an international team of scholars from the 
General Conference and Adventist colleges and universities

• 65,000 cross references, plus maps, charts, articles, and 
concordance

The only full-feature, formal study Bible 

ever produced by an Adventist publishing house

George Knight’s Philosophy and Education: An Introduction in Christian 
Perspective has been a classic in its field for more than a quarter of a century. 
New features of this revised and updated fourth edition make it of even greater 
usefulness in the educational philosophy classrooms of a new century.

“Knight’s excellent survey of the relation of education and philosophy deserves 
serious consideration as a textbook in educational philosophy.” 
      — Christianity Today

Ideal for the school setting!




