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Paul wrote to Timothy, who was serving as a
teacher1 and spiritual leader in Ephesus: “God has
breathed life into all Scripture. It is useful for teaching us what is true. It is useful for correcting our mistakes. It is useful for making our lives whole again. It
is useful for training us to do what is right. By using
Scripture, a servant of God can be completely prepared to do every good thing”(NIrV).2
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ithin this framework, Ellen
White wrote: “Teachers
should constantly seek for improved methods. The teaching
of the Bible should have our
freshest thought, our best
methods, and our most earnest effort.”3
What strategies can teachers utilize to make Bible classes4 more effective and enjoyable? Here are some
ideas to try:
Tell. Don’t just read. Teaching is
most effective when it comes from
the heart. Before teaching the lesson,
look over the major points to be addressed, and try to keep these in
mind. Then tell the story or present
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good way to encourage students to become
the topic in your own words. The result will be much more interesting for
your students; and its effect on their
lives, more lasting.
Listen. Don’t always talk. As
teachers, we are usually quite good at
talking. But we need to be even better listeners. So when teaching the
Bible class, remember that communication with students must be a twoway interaction. While there will be
many wonderful opportunities to
share your own ideas and concepts, it
is also important to encourage students to share their own experiences,
questions, and concerns. Engage
them in the conversation. Be open to
their ideas and opinions.
Ask thought-provoking questions. Many times, we tend to ask
only factual questions, such as: How
many days did the Israelites march
around Jericho? What happened to
Lot’s wife? Which three disciples witnessed the Transﬁguration? While a
few factual questions may be appropriate from time to time, it is more
important to ask your students questions that will stimulate deep thinking and personal insight. Here are
some examples:
• Why do you think that Jesus
sent out His disciples two by two?
• What are some ways in which you
could share God’s love with others?
• How would you reply if someone
urged you to smoke?
• What is the ﬁrst thing you will
want to do when you arrive in
heaven?
Discuss issues. The Bible class,
above all others, should be made relevant to the student’s life. One way in
which this can be accomplished is
through a candid discussion of reallife issues and problems that the students face, and which are related to
the unit that they are studying. Another way is to explore together a
topic’s importance and meaning—its
potential application, implications,
and ramiﬁcations. Be careful, however, not to monopolize the discus-
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actively involved in the Bible class is to plan
activities in which they will work together in
small groups, perhaps of around three to

five students. The groups should be given a specific task and a time limit (such as: five minutes to
come up with three reasons why the disciples
wanted Jesus to be an earthly king, or 20 minutes
to produce a time chart of the lives of the patriarchs before the Flood).
During this time, circulate among the groups,
providing encouragement, feedback, and recognition. After engaging in the activity, the groups
should report back to the class and share their
ideas, insights, or products.

sion. Rather, encourage students to
think through the issue or problem,
and to express their own insights,
feelings, and convictions.
Organize small-group activities.
A good way to encourage students to
become actively involved in the
Bible class is to plan activities in
which they will work together in
small groups, perhaps of around
three to ﬁve students. The groups
should be given a speciﬁc task and a
time limit (such as: ﬁve minutes to
come up with three reasons why the
disciples wanted Jesus to be an
earthly king, or 20 minutes to produce a time chart of the lives of the
patriarchs before the Flood). During
this time, circulate among the
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groups, providing encouragement,
feedback, and recognition. After engaging in the activity, the groups
should report back to the class and
share their ideas, insights, or products. Perhaps it would be well to
note that these activities should be
structured in a cooperative, supportive way, thus minimizing rivalry and
unhealthful competition.
Illustrate using examples. A new
concept is better understood if examples and illustrations are provided.
Furthermore, the learning experience
itself becomes more enjoyable. So
take a moment before teaching a les-
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son to think of an example that illustrates the point to be made. These illustrations may be based on stories
that you have heard or read, on an
historical incident or current new
item, or on your own life and experiences. It is also appropriate, from
time to time, to ask your students to
share relevant examples from their
lives, perhaps an answer to prayer or
an experience that they may have had
similar to that of the Bible character
they are studying.
Utilize visual supports. Students
remember things better when they
can see them as well as hear them.
Jesus, of course, recognized this fact
and frequently employed visual lessons—a coin, a lily, a farmer, a ﬁg
tree, and a little child, for example.
As each lesson is taught, try to incorporate some visual aspects.5 This
may be in the form of a picture, a
map, or an actual object, such as a
stone or a net. It may also include
the effective use of the board—to
draw a diagram, to jot down key
words, or to show the relationship
between concepts. So think creatively and visualize!
Orchestrate role-play. Students
can learn important skills and gain
deeper insights through role-play. In
this strategy, brieﬂy describe a Bible
story or a real-life situation. Then select certain students for speciﬁc roles,
while other students serve as the observers. As there is not a set script,
the students must come up with their
own words and reactions. After the
role-play, discuss the enactment, endeavoring to identify important insights gained.
Maximize use of music. Hymns
and songs, related to the topics under
consideration, are powerful means of
impressing God’s truth on the minds
of students. So, sing often. On occasion, ask your students to share a favorite song with the rest of the class
or with others beyond your classroom. Music can also be used to help
your students memorize verses from
the Bible. This is, in fact, one of the
best ways to commit Scripture to
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memory. If you do not know a song
for an important biblical passage, perhaps you or one of your students can
create one!
Promote outreach activities. Regardless of the particular unit or
topic, it is important for students to
reach out to others through witnessing and acts of selﬂess service. Assign
your students speciﬁc outreach projects related to the topic they are
studying. This may be as simple as
asking each student to ﬁnd a way to
make someone happy, or it may involve a long-term project, such as
beautifying a part of your town. In
any case, the students should bring
back a report to the class as to their
experience and what they have
learned. Better yet, you can also be a
part of the project, so it becomes a
shared experience.
There are, of course, other teaching strategies, such as problem-solving, demonstrations, brainstorming,
and case studies, among others,
which can be useful tools to help
your students learn. The important
thing is for teachers to use a variety
of teaching strategies. Even the most
interesting approach will lose its effectiveness if used every day. So, expand your repertoire of teaching
strategies. Add to your collection of
instructional tools. Venture out and
discover a new horizon!
Ultimately, however, there is one
strategy that is more effective than
any other: Your own life. The model
is simply the most powerful method.
Your lifestyle, your attributes, your
actions—all of these convey a powerful message, one that speaks to your
students about God much more eloquently than words alone. So how
can you best represent Jesus? By His
Spirit ﬁlling your life. Then you will
be what you want your students to
become. Teaching a religion course is
indeed a high calling, but He who
calls you will also enable. Through
His grace, you will be a channel of
His truth and love. ✐
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