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t the end of my undergraduate program in ed-
ucation at the Complutense University of 
Madrid, Spain, I had to choose a topic for my 
thesis. As I had recently converted to the Sev-

enth-day Adventist faith, I thought that exploring the 
educational ideology and philosophy of Ellen G. White 
would be a good topic. After all, her writings made a 
lot of sense and were quite advanced for her time. I 
talked to one of the most rigorous professors in the area 
of history of education about the possibility of devel-
oping such a topic and about him being my advisor. 
His only question was on the relevance of my proposed 
author. He had never heard of 
Ellen G. White, and he would not 
accept someone just providing 
sectarian counsel to a minor reli-
gious denomination.  

For the following weeks I 
searched for articles, theses, and 
dissertations where Ellen G. 
White was the object of study, 
and I found a half-dozen aca-
demic studies to convince my pro-
fessor. He accepted my proposal, 
and I had the privilege of studying 
and writing on this topic for a 
year under his guidance. By the 
end of the academic year, I successfully defended the 
thesis before a committee of scholars who were very 
interested in Ellen G. White as a contributor to the his-
tory of education in the U.S.A. and the world. 

Studying Ellen White’s writings and particularly what 
she had to say about education was enriching. Through 
this exercise, I learned not only the content of her mes-
sages on education but also came to admire and respect 
this author and to accept her messages as inspired.  

One of the things I appreciate about Ellen White’s 
writings is her balance. She tends to present the oppos-
ing poles to invite the reader to choose a well-balanced 
position. Therefore, it is important to consider the 
whole picture and context, rather than focusing on one 
sentence or idea. Take for example, this quote:  

“Children should be taught to respect experienced 
judgment. They should be so educated that their 
minds will be united with the minds of their parents 
and teachers, and so instructed that they can see the 
propriety of heeding their counsel.”1  

This may be read with the understanding that par-
ents and teachers should take full control of their stu-
dents’ minds and not promote independent thinking 
or opinion. But in the same chapter she also wrote:  

“There are many families of children who appear to 
be well trained while under the training discipline; but 
when the system which has held them to set rules is 

broken up, they seem to be inca-
pable of thinking, acting, or decid-
ing for themselves. These children 
have been so long under iron rule, 
not allowed to think and act for 
themselves in those things in 
which it was highly proper that 
they should, that they have no 
confidence in themselves to move 
out upon their own judgment, 
having an opinion of their own.”2  

Taken individually, the above 
quotes can lead to either extreme 
rigidity or limitless freedom in the 
training of the church’s children. 

But in the larger context, one must adopt a more central 
and balanced position. We therefore should exert care in 
not falling into either extreme.  

The Bible also alerts us to the risks of extremes. It 
seems like even too much of a good thing may be dan-
gerous. Said the son of David, king in Jerusalem: “Do 
not be overly righteous, nor be overly wise: Why 
should you destroy yourself?”3 Without entering into 
the debate of what it means to be too righteous or too 
wise, we can easily learn from these words that ex-
tremes are not recommendable.  

Over the past few months, we have heard multiple ex-
planations and possible consequences of the COVID-19 
pandemic. From voices stating that it is a hoax to those 
affirming that humans and animals will be extinguished 
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a thumbs up, thumbs sideways, or 
thumbs down. One student gave a 
thumbs up, and Huynh asked why. 
“My day is going well because I get 
to see all of you guys,” came the 
reply. “It was a simple answer, but it 
spoke volumes,” Huynh said.  

Human interaction is at the core of 
education, which is all about relation-
ships. For the Christian educator, this 
interaction is essential, since it is the 
teacher who will often be the person 
who leads students to the feet of 
Jesus. The essence of what we have 
learned from this experiment is that 
regardless of whether we are con-
ducting in-person or distance-learning 
school, the teacher makes a differ-
ence. He or she plans for the instruc-
tion to be engaging and meaningful 
and sets the culture of the classroom. 
In addition to developing creative and 
innovative curricular adaptations de-
signed to maintain meaningful con-
nections with students, Christian edu-
cators must also maintain their own 
personal connection to the Shepherd, 
Jesus Christ, especially during this 
socially distanced time. ✐ 
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within two years’ time, we have received all sorts of interpre-
tations. This is only normal and expected from diverse popula-
tions with access to extensive information and with a great deal 
of extra time. The problem is when we are lured by and accept 
radical positions just because they come packed in a little vir-
tual message. As useful as the Internet has become, how mis-
leading it can be! Long gone are the times when you only could 
share information if you were willing to take time to think, re-
flect, write, and distribute with the moderation that previous 
methods allowed. Today, through social media and electronic 
mail, we may freely use Copy & Paste, Forward to All, Share, 
Reshare, and so on. In an instant, you may have sent nonsen-
sical, confusing, distracting, or even truly harmful content.  

In conclusion, parents, teachers, and students must exert 
their unwavering commitment to develop their ideas, exam-
ining multiple and reliable sources and being critical of all. 
Most importantly, they must constantly inform and shape 
those ideas with Scripture. Never before has the message that 
true education is to “train young people to be thinkers, and 
not mere reflectors of other people’s thought”4 been as rele-
vant as it is today.  
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