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Stories in Stone 
 

QUESTION:  How do scientists find fossils?  
 
MATERIALS:  
 digging stick  putty knife  
 fossil bearing rock * sand paper  
 Fossil Identification sheet  screwdriver  
 newspaper  toothbrush  
 
*Available from NASCO Science 
 
PROCEDURE:  
 1. Use the sandpaper and putty knife to carefully scrape the top surface of the 

rock sample until you see a fossil. (Be sure to push the putty knife away 
from your body and hand.)  

 2. Continue this process until you can see all the fossils present in the rock.  
 3. Once all the fossils are partially exposed, use your digging stick, screwdriver 

and toothbrush to carefully remove more of the rock material until the fossils 
are well exposed. (Be sure push the digging stick or screwdriver away 
from your body and hand.)  

 4. Look at the Fossil Identification sheet and identify the fossils present in your 
rock. Record these in the Data section.  

 5. When all the fossils are nicely exposed, make a drawing of the rock and the 
fossils it contains in the Data section.  

 
DATA:  See next page  
 
QUESTIONS:  
 1. What is a fossil?  
 
 
 2. What conditions are necessary for fossils to form?  
 
 
 3. Why is it important to use care when exposing the fossils?  
 
 
 4. What information can scientists learn from the fossils they find?  
 
 
 5. In what type of rock are most fossils found?  
 
 
 6. How do fossils provide support for the story of the Flood in the Bible?  
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DATA: 
 

Fossils Present Drawing of Fossil Rock 
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