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Seventh-day Adventist Teacher 
A Holy Calling 

 
The Work of an SDA Teacher: 
 

I am instructed to say to teachers…you have a solemn work to do, a 
holy work… Let them work honestly; let them seek to reveal the spirit of 
Christ in their work; let them ever strive to reach higher ground. As I realize 
the perilous times before us and the great responsibilities resting upon 
teachers, ministers, and physicians, a heavy burden comes upon me lest 
they be unfaithful in the discharge of duty.  {CT 397.1} 
 
Teachers, ministers, and physicians are talking of higher ground to be 
gained in educational lines…it is by serving God that this higher ground 
will be gained. We should now be putting away evilspeaking, selfish plans, 
everything that would hurt the influence or confuse the judgment. The heart 
must be emptied of all self-seeking; the conduct must be such that it will 
lead no soul into false paths.  {CT 397.2} 
 
To the question Christ put to the twelve, "Will ye also go away?" Peter 
answered: "Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life. 
And we believe and are sure that Thou art that Christ, the Son of the living 
God." John 6:67-69. When teachers bring these words into the work of 
their classrooms, the Holy Spirit will be present to do its work upon 
minds and hearts.  {6T 156.1} 
 
Teachers are to be laborers together with God in promoting and 
carrying forward the work which Christ by His own example has taught 
them to do.  {6T 156.2} 
 
What a solemn, sacred, important work is the endeavor to represent 
Christ's character and His Spirit to our world! This is the privilege of 
every principal and of every teacher connected with him in the work of 
educating, training, and disciplining the minds of youth. All need to be 
under the inspiring, assuring conviction that they are indeed wearing the 
yoke of Christ and carrying His burden.  {6T 156.3} 
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Teachers, take hold of the schoolwork with diligence and patience. 
Realize that yours is not a common work. You are laboring for time and 
for eternity, molding the minds of your students for entrance into the higher 
school. {CT 208} 
 
The great work of parents and teachers is character building--seeking to 
restore the image of Christ in those placed under their care. A 
knowledge of the sciences sinks into insignificance beside this great aim; 
but all true education may be made to help in the development of a 
righteous character. The formation of character is the work of a lifetime, 
and it is for eternity. If all could realize this, and would awake to the fact 
that we are individually deciding our own destiny and the destinies of our 
children for eternal life or eternal ruin, what a change would take place!  
{CT 61.2} 
 
Angels of God will co-operate with these faithful instructors. Angels are 
not commissioned to do this work themselves; but they will give 
strength and efficiency to those who, in the fear of God, seek to train the 
young to a life of usefulness. {CT 148.3} 
 
Our schools are the Lord's special instrumentality to fit the children 
and youth for missionary work. Parents should understand their 
responsibility and help their children to appreciate the great privileges and 
blessings that God has provided for them in educational advantages.  {CT 
149.1} 
 
Every teacher should learn daily of Jesus, wearing His yoke of restraint, 
sitting in His school as a student, obeying the rules of Christian principle. 
The teacher who is not under the guidance of the Master Teacher will not be  
able to meet successfully the different developments that arise as the result 
of the natural perversity of childhood and youth.  {CT 211.4} 
 
Will the principal of the school awaken to a sense of his responsibilities and 
give his mind and heart to the salvation of the students? If not, then let 
another take his place. Expenses should not run on and on, while nothing, 
or next to nothing, is done in the very line for which the school was 
brought into existence.  {5T 589.2} 
 
Christian ministers, physicians, teachers, have a broader work than 
many have recognized. They are not only to minister to the people, but 
to teach them to minister. They should not only give instruction in right 



 3

principles, but educate their hearers to impart these principles. Truth that is 
not lived, that is not imparted, loses its life-giving power, its healing 
virtue. Its blessing can be retained only as it is shared.  {MH 148.4} 
 
This was the method that Christ taught His disciples. When the great 
throngs gathered about the Savior, He would give instruction to the 
disciples and to the multitude. Then after the discourse the disciples would 
mingle with the people and repeat to them what Christ had said. Often the 
hearers had misapplied Christ’s words, and the disciples would tell them 
what the Scriptures said and what Christ had taught, that they said. (6T 
88) 
 
Do not feel that your work as teachers is done unless you can lead your 
scholars to faith in Jesus and love for Him. Let the love of Christ 
pervade your own souls, and then you will unconsciously teach it to 
others. When you as instructors commit yourselves unreservedly to Jesus, 
for Him to lead, to guide, to control, you will not fail. Teaching your 
students to be Christians is the greatest work before you. Go to God; He 
hears and answers prayer.  {5T 590.1} 
 
Above any other agency, service for Christ's sake in the little things of 
everyday experience has power to mold the character and to direct the 
life into lines of unselfish ministry. To awaken this spirit, to encourage 
and rightly to direct it, is the parents' and the teacher's work. No more 
important work could be committed to them. The spirit of 
ministry is the spirit of heaven, and with every effort to develop and 
encourage it angels will co-operate.  {MH 401.3} 
 
The great work of life is character building, and a knowledge of God is 
the foundation of all true education. To impart this knowledge and to 
mold the character in harmony with it should be the object of the 
teacher's work. {PP 596} 
 
To every teacher is given the sacred privilege of representing Christ. 
And as teachers strive to do this, they may cherish the reassuring 
conviction that the Savior is close beside them, giving them words to 
speak for Him, pointing out ways in which they can show forth His 
excellence.  {7T 274.2} 
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Patient, conscientious teachers are needed to arouse hope and aspiration in 
the youth, to help them to realize the possibilities lying before them. 
Teachers are needed who will train their students to do service for the 
Master; who will carry them forward from one point to another in 
intellectual and spiritual attainment. Teachers should strive to realize the 
greatness of their work. They need enlarged views; for their work, in its 
importance, ranks with that of the Christian minister. With persevering faith 
they are to hold to the Infinite One, saying as did Jacob, "I will not let Thee 
go, except Thou bless me." Genesis 32:26. {CT 498.2} 
 
The true motive of service is to be kept before students. The training they 
receive is to help them to develop into useful men and women. Every means 
that will uplift and ennoble them is to be employed. They are to be taught to 
use their powers in harmony with God's will. The influence exerted by a 
true, pure life is ever to be kept before them. This will aid them in their 
preparation for service. Daily they will grow stronger, better prepared, 
through the grace of Christ and a study of His word, to put forth aggressive 
efforts against evil. {CT 499.2} 
 
The teacher shares this responsibility, and he needs constantly to realize 
its sacredness, and to keep in view the purpose of his work. He is not 
merely to accomplish the daily tasks, to please his employers, to maintain 
the standing of the school; he must consider the highest good of his pupils as 
individuals, the duties that life will lay upon them, the service it requires, 
and the preparation demanded. The work he is doing day by day will exert 
upon his pupils, and through them upon others, an influence that will 
not cease to extend and strengthen until time shall end. The fruits of his 
work he must meet in that great day when every word and deed shall be 
brought in review before God.  {Ed 280.3} 
 
As the highest preparation for your work, I point you to the words, the 
life, the methods, of the Prince of teachers. I bid you consider Him. Here 
is your true ideal. Behold it, dwell upon it, until the Spirit of the divine 
Teacher shall take possession of your heart and life.  {Ed 282.5} 
     "Reflecting as a mirror the glory of the Lord," you will be "transformed 
into the same image." 2 Corinthians 3:18, R.V.  {Ed 282.6} 
This is the secret of power over your pupils. Reflect Him.  {Ed 282.7} 
 
When every teacher shall forget self and feel a deep interest in the 
success and prosperity of his pupils, realizing that they are God's property 
and that he must render an account for his influence upon their minds and 
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character, then we shall have a school in which angels will love to linger. 
Jesus will look approvingly upon the work of the teachers and will send 
His grace into the hearts of the students.  {5T 31.1} 
 

 
 

Miscellaneous:  
 
Under no circumstances should the teacher manifest partiality. To favor the 
winning, attractive pupil, and be critical, impatient, or unsympathetic toward 
those who most need encouragement and help, is to reveal a total 
misconception of the teacher's work. It is in dealing with the faulty, trying 
ones that the character is tested, and it is proved whether the teacher is 
really qualified for his position.  {Ed 280.2} 
 
Teachers should work circumspectly. Those who are often with God in 
prayer, have holy angels by their side. The atmosphere that surrounds 
their souls is pure and holy; for their whole soul is imbued with the 
sanctifying influence of the Spirit of God. They should be learners every 
day in the school of Christ, that they may be teachers under the great 
Teacher. They must learn of Christ, and become one with Him in the 
work of training minds, before they can be efficient teachers in the 
higher education -- the knowledge of God.  {FE 430.4} 
 
The teacher of truth can impart effectively only that which he himself 
knows by experience. Christ taught the truth because He was the truth. 
His own thought, His character, His life experience, were embodied in 
His teaching. So with His servants; those who teach the word must make it 
their own by personal experience. They must know what it is to have Christ 
made unto them wisdom and righteousness and sanctification and 
redemption. {CT 435.1} 
 
Our schools must be more like the schools of the prophets. They should be 
training schools, where the students may be brought under the discipline of 
Christ and learn of the Great Teacher. They should be family schools, where 
every student will receive special help from his teachers… Tenderness, 
sympathy, unity, and love are to be cherished… It should be their aim to 
advance the students in every essential branch of knowledge.  {6T 152.1} 
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Bear in mind that the Lord will accept as teachers only those who will be 
gospel teachers. A great responsibility rests upon those who attempt to teach 
the last gospel message. They are to be laborers together with God in the 
training of human minds. The teacher who fails to keep the Bible standard 
always before him, misses an opportunity of being a laborer together with 
God in giving to the mind the mold that is essential for a place in the 
heavenly courts.--Review and Herald, September 3, 1908.  {FE 527.2} 
 
The Lord calls for pastors, teachers, and evangelists. From door to door 
His servants are to proclaim the message of salvation. To every nation, 
kindred, tongue, and people the tidings of pardon through Christ are to be 
carried. Not with tame, lifeless utterances is the message to be given, but 
with clear, decided, stirring utterances. Hundreds are waiting for the 
warning to escape for their lives. The world needs to see in Christians an 
evidence of the power of Christianity. Not merely in a few places, but 
throughout the world, messages of mercy are needed. {GW 28} 
 
*To the teacher is committed a most important work-- a work upon 
which he should not enter without careful and thorough preparation. 
He should feel the sacredness of his CALLING and give himself to it 
with zeal and devotion… The schoolroom is no place for surface work. 
No teacher who is satisfied with superficial knowledge will attain a high 
degree of efficiency.  {CT 229.1} 
     But it is not enough that the teacher possess natural ability and 
intellectual culture. These are indispensable, but without a spiritual fitness 
for the work he is not prepared to engage in it. He should see in every pupil 
the handiwork of God--a candidate for immortal honors. He should seek so 
to educate, train, and discipline the youth that each may reach the high 
standard of excellence to which God calls him.  {CT 229.2} 
 
The purpose of education is to glorify God… God invites teachers to be 
His helping hand in carrying out this purpose. {CT 229} 
 
Put off all manifestations of self-importance, for this can be no help to 
you in your work; and yet I beseech you to place a high estimate upon 
your own character, for you are bought with an infinite price. Be 
careful, be prayerful, be serious. Do not feel that you can mingle the 
common with the sacred. This has been done so continually in the past that 
the spiritual discernment of teachers has been obscured, and they cannot 
distinguish between the sacred and the common. They have taken common 
fire and have exalted and praised and cherished it, and the Lord has turned 
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away in displeasure. Teachers, will it not be better to make a full 
consecration of yourselves to God? Will you imperil your souls by a divided 
service?  {6T 159.1} 
     By pen and voice give due honor to God. Sanctify the Lord God in your 
hearts and be ready always to give to every man that asks you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear. Will the teachers in our schools 
understand this? Will they take the word of God as the lessonbook able to 
make them wise unto salvation? Will they impart this higher wisdom to 
students, giving them clear and accurate ideas of truth, that they may be able 
to present these ideas to others? It may seem that the teaching of God's word 
has but little effect upon many minds and hearts; but if the teacher's work 
has been wrought in God, some lessons of divine truth will linger in the 
memory of even the most careless. The Holy Spirit will water the seed sown, 
and often it will spring up after many days and bear fruit to the glory of God.  
{6T 159.2} 
     The Great Teacher who came down from heaven has not directed 
teachers to study any of the reputedly great authors. He says: "Come unto 
Me. . . . Learn of Me; . . . and ye shall find rest unto your souls." Matthew 
11:28, 29. Christ has promised, and in learning lessons of Him we shall find 
rest. All the treasures of heaven were committed to Him that He might give 
these gifts to the diligent, persevering seeker. He is of God made unto us 
"wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption." 1 
Corinthians 1:30.  {6T 159.3} 
     Teachers must understand what lessons to impart, or they cannot prepare 
students to be transferred to the higher grade. They must study Christ's 
lessons and the character of His teaching. They must see its freedom from 
formalism and tradition, and appreciate the originality, the authority, the 
spirituality, the tenderness, the benevolence, and the practicability of His 
teaching. Those who make the word of God their study, those who dig for 
the treasures of truth, will themselves become imbued with the Spirit of 
Christ, and by beholding they will become changed into His likeness. 
 
Teachers, what opportunities are yours? What a privilege is within your 
reach of molding the minds and characters of the youth under your charge! 
What a joy it will be to you to meet them around the great white throne, and 
know that you have done what you could to fit them for immortality! If your 
work stands the test of the great day, how like sweetest music will fall upon 
your ear the benediction of the Master, "Well done, good and faithful 
servant; enter thou into the joy of thy Lord."  {FE 90.3} 
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The teachers in our schools have a heavy responsibility to bear. They 
must be in words and character what they wish their students to be,--
men and women that fear God and work righteousness. If they are 
acquainted with the way themselves, they can train the youth to walk in 
it. They will not only educate them in the sciences, but train them to have 
moral independence, to work for Jesus, and to take up burdens in His cause.  
{FE 90.2} 
 
Teachers are to be laborers together with God in promoting and 
carrying forward the work which Christ by His own example has taught 
them to do. They are to be indeed the light of the world, because they 
manifest those gracious attributes revealed in the character and work of 
Christ, attributes which will enrich and beautify their own lives as Christ's 
disciples.  {6T 156.2} 
 
The salvation of his pupils is the highest interest entrusted to the God-
fearing teacher. He is Christ's co-worker, and his special and determined 
effort should be to win them to Christ.  {CT 503.2} 
 
The teacher who has a right understanding of the work of true education, 
will not think it sufficient now and then to make casual reference to Christ. 
With his own heart warm with the love of God, he will constantly uplift the 
Man of Calvary. His own soul imbued with the Spirit of God, he will seek to 
fasten the attention of the students upon the pattern, Christ Jesus, the chiefest 
among ten thousand, the One altogether lovely.  {FE 526.2} 
 
The Holy Spirit is greatly needed in our schools. This divine agency 
comes to the world as Christ's representative. It is not only the faithful 
and true witness of the Word of God, but it is the searcher of the 
thoughts and purposes of the heart. It is the source to which we must look 
for efficiency in the restoration of the moral image of God in man. The Holy 
Spirit was eagerly sought for in the schools of the prophets; its transforming 
influence was to bring even the thoughts into harmony with the will of God, 
and establish a living connection between earth and heaven.  {FE 526.3} 
 
Teachers, if you will open your hearts to the indwelling of the Spirit of God, 
if you will welcome the heavenly Guest, God will make you laborers 
together with Him. In co-operation with the Master Teacher, the spirit of 
selfishness will be expelled, and wonderful transformations will take place.  
{FE 526.4} 
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In the night season these words were spoken to me: "Charge the teachers in 
our schools to prepare the students for what is coming upon the world." The 
Lord has been waiting long for our teachers to walk in the light He has sent 
them. There is need of a humbling of self, that Christ may restore the moral 
image of God in man. The character of the education given must be greatly 
changed before it can give the right mold to our institutions. It is only when 
intellectual and moral powers are combined for the attainment of education, 
that the standard of the word of God is reached.  {FE 526.5} 
 
How important it is that the men to whom students look for instruction shall 
diligently search the Scriptures, that they may know the way, the truth, and 
the life. In the sixth chapter of John there is instruction of great importance 
to those who would be teachers. Let it be carefully studied by our teachers, 
that they may be able to give their students meat in due season. "It is written 
in the prophets," said Christ, "And they shall be all taught of God. 

 
The great aim of the teacher should be the perfecting of Christian character 
in himself and in his students. {CT 68} 
 
Whatever his educational attainments, only he who realizes his 
accountability to God, and who is led by the Holy Spirit, can be an effectual 
teacher, or be successful in winning to God those who are brought under his 
influence. {TDG 248.2} 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


