Christ’s Trophies

Trophy: Something taken from the enemy and kept as a memorial of victory (We are all the
trophies Christ has taken from the enemy. When we get home, we will be the memorial- the
reminder to the universe that what Christ did for us was worth it all).

Note: A few years back a gospel song came out that said, “I’ve read the end of the
book and we win.” Here a few quotes from the Spirit of Prophecy that say the same
thing.

1) My brother, my sister, | urge you to prepare for the coming of Christ in the clouds of
heaven. Day by day cast the love of the world out of your hearts. Understand by
experience what it means to have fellowship with Christ. Prepare for the judgment,
that when Christ shall come, to be admired in all them that believe, you may be
among those who will meet Him in peace. In that day the redeemed will shine forth in
the glory of the Father and the Son. The angels, touching their golden harps, will
welcome the King and His trophies of victory--those who have been washed and
made white in the blood of the Lamb. A song of triumph will peal forth, filling all
heaven. Christ has conquered. He enters the heavenly courts, accompanied by His
redeemed ones, the witnesses that His mission of suffering and sacrifice has not been
in vain. {HP 332.5}

Note: When we finally get home, Christ will take us from world to world and show us off as
His memorial of the victory that He won on planet earth.

Introductory comments which proceed the quote above: God expects those who bear the
name of Christ to represent Him in thought, word, and deed. Their thoughts are to be
pure and their words and deeds noble and uplifting, drawing those around them nearer
to the Saviour ... In a special sense Seventh-day Adventists have been set in this world as
watchmen and light bearers. To them has been entrusted the last message of mercy for a
perishing world. On them is shining wonderful light from the Word of God. What manner of
persons, then, ought they to be? {HP 332.2}

Our lives should show steady spiritual growth. But | have seen that which makes me
tremble--men and women dwarfed in character, possessing the Word of God, which tells
them what they must do in order to be saved, yet unsanctified and unholy. ... {HP 332.3}

There needs to be a deeper work of grace in the hearts of God's people. Less of self,
and more of Christ, must be seen. Tests, close and sharp, are coming to all. The religion
of the Bible must be interwoven with all that we do and say. Every business transaction
must be fragrant with the presence of God. . .. {HP 332.4}

2) When the Saviour finally appeared "in the likeness of men™ (Philippians 2:7), and began
His ministry of grace, Satan could but bruise the heel, while by every act of humiliation or
suffering Christ was bruising the head of His adversary. The anguish that sin has brought was
poured into the bosom of the Sinless; yet while Christ endured the contradiction of sinners
against Himself, He was paying the debt for sinful man and breaking the bondage in which



humanity had been held. Every pang of anguish, every insult, was working out the
deliverance of the race. {PK 701.1}

Could Satan have induced Christ to yield to a single temptation, could he have led Him by
one act or even thought to stain His perfect purity, the prince of darkness would have
triumphed over man's Surety and would have gained the whole human family to himself. But
while Satan could distress, he could not contaminate. He could cause agony, but not
defilement. He made the life of Christ one long scene of conflict and trial, yet with every
attack he was losing his hold upon humanity. {PK 701.2}

In the wilderness of temptation, in the Garden of Gethsemane, and on the cross, our
Saviour measured weapons with the prince of darkness. His wounds became the trophies of
His victory in behalf of the race. When Christ hung in agony upon the cross, while evil
spirits rejoiced and evil men reviled, then indeed His heel was bruised by Satan. But that very
act was crushing the serpent's head. Through death He destroyed "him that had the power of
death, that is, the devil.” Hebrews 2:14. This act decided the destiny of the rebel chief, and
made forever sure the plan of salvation. In death He gained the victory over its power; in
rising again, He opened the gates of the grave to all His followers. In that last great contest
we see fulfilled the prophecy, "It shall bruise thy head, and thou shall bruise his heel."
Genesis 3:15. {PK 701.3}

Note: When we get home, Christ will have some trophies to show the universe. Here
are His memorials of the victory He won on planet earth: 1) His wounds, 2) His
younger brothers and sisters

3) O, that we would remember that it is court week with us, and that our cases are pending!
Now is the time to watch and pray, to put away all self-indulgence, all pride, all selfishness.
The precious moments that are now by many worse than wasted should be spent in
meditation and prayer. Many of those who profess to be keeping the commandments of God
are following inclination instead of duty. As they are now, they are unworthy of eternal life.
To these careless, indifferent ones, | would say, Your vain thoughts, your unkind words, your
selfish acts, are recorded in the book of heaven. The angels that were present at Belshazzar's
idolatrous revelry stand beside you as you dishonor your Redeemer. Sadly they turn away,
grieved that you should thus crucify Him afresh, and put Him to open shame. ... {Mar
39.2}

On Christ's coronation day He will not acknowledge as His any who bear spot or wrinkle
or any such thing. But to His faithful ones He will give crowns of immortal glory. Those who
would not that He should reign over them will see Him surrounded by the army of the
redeemed, each of whom bears the sign, The Lord Our Righteousness. They will see the head
once crowned with thorns crowned with a diadem of glory. {Mar 39.3}

In that day the redeemed will shine forth in the glory of the Father and His Son. The
angels of heaven, touching their golden harps, will welcome the King, and those who are
the trophies of His victory--those who have been washed and made white in the blood of
the Lamb. A song of triumph will peal forth, filling all heaven. Christ has conquered. He
enters the heavenly courts accompanied by His redeemed ones, the witnesses that His
mission of suffering and self-sacrifice has not been in vain. {Mar 39.4}



4) Let the determination of each member of the family be, | will be a Christian, for in
the school here below I must form a character that will give me entrance into the higher
grade, even the school above. | must do unto others as I desire them to do to me. {HP 211.3}

Make the home life as nearly as possible like heaven. Let the members of the family
forget not, as they gather round the family altar, to pray for the men in positions of
responsibility in God's work. The physicians in our sanitariums, the ministers of the gospel,
those in charge of our publishing houses and schools, need your prayers. They are tempted
and tried. As you plead with God to bless them, your own hearts will be subdued and
softened by His grace. We are living amid the perils of the last days, and we are to cleanse
ourselves from all defilement and put on the robe of Christ's righteousness. {HP 211.4}

My brother, my sister, | urge you to prepare for the coming of Christ in the clouds of
heaven. Day by day cast the love of the world out of your hearts. Understand by experience
what it means to have fellowship with Christ. Prepare for the judgment, that when Christ
shall come, to be admired in all them that believe, you may be among those who will meet
Him in peace. In that day the redeemed will shine forth in the glory of the Father and the
Son. The angels, touching their golden harps, will welcome the King and His trophies of
victory --those who have been washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb. A song
of triumph will peal forth, filling all heaven. Christ has conquered. He enters the
heavenly courts, accompanied by His redeemed ones, the witnesses that His mission of
suffering and sacrifice has not been in vain. {HP 211.5}

5) In this one triumphant scene of His earthly life, the Saviour might have appeared
escorted by heavenly angels, and heralded by the trump of God; but such a demonstration
would have been contrary to the purpose of His mission, contrary to the law which had
governed His life. He remained true to the humble lot He had accepted. The burden of
humanity He must bear until His life was given for the life of the world. {DA 571.4}

This day, which seemed to the disciples the crowning day of their lives, would have been
shadowed with gloomy clouds had they known that this scene of rejoicing was but a prelude
to the suffering and death of their Master. Although He had repeatedly told them of His
certain sacrifice, yet in the glad triumph of the present they forgot His sorrowful words, and
looked forward to His prosperous reign on David's throne. {DA 571.5}

New accessions were made continually to the procession, and, with few exceptions, all
who joined it caught the inspiration of the hour, and helped to swell the hosannas that echoed
and re-echoed from hill to hill and from valley to valley. The shouts went up continually,
"Hosanna to the Son of David: Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord! Hosanna
in the highest." {DA 572.1}

Never before had the world seen such a triumphal procession. It was not like that of the
earth's famous conquerors. No train of mourning captives, as trophies of kingly valor, made a
feature of that scene. But about the Saviour were the glorious trophies of His labors of
love for sinful man. There were the captives whom He had rescued from Satan's power,
praising God for their deliverance. The blind whom He had restored to sight were
leading the way. The dumb whose tongues He had loosed shouted the loudest hosannas.
The cripples whom He had healed bounded with joy, and were the most active in
breaking the palm branches and waving them before the Saviour. Widows and orphans
were exalting the name of Jesus for His works of mercy to them. The lepers whom He
had cleansed spread their untainted garments in His path, and hailed Him as the King



of glory. Those whom His voice had awakened from the sleep of death were in that
throng. Lazarus, whose body had seen corruption in the grave, but who now rejoiced in
the strength of glorious manhood, led the beast on which the Saviour rode. {DA 572.2}

6) Satan is the author of death. What did Christ do after He brought Satan under
the dominion of death? The very last words of Christ while expiring on the cross
were, "It is finished" (John 19:30). The devil saw that he had overdone himself.
Christ by dying accomplished the death of Satan and brought immortality to light.
{FW 73.4}

And after Christ came up from the Resurrection, what did He do? He grasped
His power and held His scepter. He opened the graves and brought up the
multitude of captives, testifying to everyone in our world and in creation that He
had the power over death and that He rescued the captives of death. {FW 74.1}
Not all that believed in Jesus were brought to life at that time. It was only a specimen
of what would be, that we may know that death and the grave are not to hold the
captives, because Christ took them to heaven. And when He comes again with power
and great glory, He will open the graves. The prison house will be opened, and the
dead will come forth again to a glorious immortality. {FW 74.2}

Here are the trophies which Christ took up with Him and presented to the
universe of heaven and the worlds that God has created. Any affection that ever
they had for Lucifer, who was the covering cherub, is now destroyed. God gave him a
chance to work out his character. If He had not done this, there might have been those
who felt the accusation he brought against God that He didn't give him a fair chance
was justified. {FW 74.3}

The Prince of Life and the prince of darkness were in conflict. The Prince of Life
prevailed, but at an infinite cost. His triumph is our salvation. He is our Substitute and
Surety, and what He says to him that overcometh tells whether man has anything to
do or not. How? "To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with Me in My throne,
even as | also overcame, and am set down with My Father in His throne™ (Revelation
3:21). {FW 74.4}

7) Let no one feel that he is stepping down in becoming a child of God. It was the
only begotten Son of God who stepped down. . . . Leaving His splendor, His
majesty, His high command, and clothing His divinity with humanity, that
humanity might touch humanity, and divinity lay hold upon divinity, He came to
this earth, and in our behalf suffered the death of the cross.... {OHC 17.2}
Christ has made an infinite sacrifice. He gave His own life for us. He took upon
His divine soul the result of the transgression of God's law. Laying aside His royal
crown, He condescended to step down, step by step, to the level of fallen
humanity. He hung upon Calvary's cross, dying in our behalf, that we might
have eternal life. . . . Does it seem a small thing that He should endure all this,
that we might be called the sons of God? Does it seem a small thing to you to
become members of the royal family, children of the heavenly King, partakers of
an immortal inheritance? {OHC 17.3}

Such is the infinite goodness of God that through Jesus Christ's merits He not only
spares but pardons and justifies us, and through the righteousness of Christ



8)

9)

imputes righteousness to us, and exalts and ennobles us by making us children of
His adoption. We become members of the royal family, children of the heavenly
King. He lifts men and women from their degradation and exalts them in
righteousness. . . . He calls them His jewels, and a peculiar treasure unto Him.
They are trophies of His grace and power, and of His greatness and riches in
glory. They therefore are not their own, but are bought with a price, and through the
extraordinary office of the atonement of Christ have been brought into nearness and
the most sacred relationship to Jesus Christ. They are called His heritage, His
children, the members of Christ's body, of His flesh and of His bones; yea, they are
joined to the Lord by intimate relationship with Him. {OHC 17.4}

Note: Children’s song: “Little jewels, precious jewels, His ........

The time had come for Christ to ascend to His Father's

throne. As a divine conqueror He was about to return with the trophies of
victory to the heavenly courts. Before His death He had declared to His Father, "I
have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do." John 17:4. After His
resurrection He tarried on earth for a season, that His disciples might become familiar
with Him in His risen and glorified body. Now He was ready for the leave-taking. He
had authenticated the fact that He was a living Saviour. His disciples need no longer
associate Him with the tomb. They could think of Him as glorified before the
heavenly universe. {DA 829.1}

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? . . . Nay, in all these
things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. Rom. 8:35-37 {ML
326.1}

Paul suffered for the truth's sake, and yet we hear no complaints from his lips.
As he reviews his life of toil and care and sacrifice, he says, "'l reckon that the
sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed in us.” The shout of victory from God's faithful servant
comes down the line to our time: "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? . . . Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that
loved us. For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor height, nor
depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which
is in Christ Jesus our Lord." {ML 326.2}

Though Paul was at last confined in a Roman prison--shut away from the light and air
of heaven, cut off from his active labors in the gospel, and momentarily expecting to
be condemned to death--yet he did not yield to doubt or despondency. From that
gloomy dungeon came his dying testimony, full of sublime faith and courage that has
inspired the hearts of saints and martyrs in all succeeding ages. His words fitly
describe the results of . . . sanctification. . .. "I am now ready to be offered, and the
time of my departure is at hand. | have fought a good fight, I have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,



which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but
unto all them also that love His appearing.” {ML 326.3}

The wounds and scars of our warfare will be to us, as to Paul, the trophies of
victory. {ML 326.4}

I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may
know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. John 17:23. {SD
296.1}

In the intercessory prayer of Jesus with His Father, He claimed that He had fulfilled the
conditions which made it obligatory upon the Father to fulfill His part of the contract made in
heaven, with regard to fallen man. . . . He declares Himself glorified in those who believe on
Him. The church, in His name, is to carry to glorious perfection the work which He has
commenced; and when that church shall be finally ransomed in the Paradise of God, He will
look upon the travail of His soul and be satisfied. Through all eternity the ransomed host
will be His chief glory. {SD 296.2}
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