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Control 
 

     The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot control minds unless they are yielded 
to his control. The will must consent, faith must let go its hold upon Christ, before Satan can 
exercise his power upon us. But every sinful desire we cherish affords him a foothold. Every 
point in which we fail of meeting the divine standard is an open door by which he can enter to 
tempt and destroy us. And every failure or defeat on our part gives occasion for him to reproach 
Christ.  {DA 125.2} 
 
 The means by which we can overcome the wicked one is that by which Christ overcame,--the 
power of the word. God does not control our minds without our consent; but if we desire to 
know and to do His will, His promises are ours: "Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free." "If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know of the teaching." John 
8:32; 7:17, R. V. Through faith in these promises, every man may be delivered from the snares 
of error and the control of sin.  {DA 258.5} 
     Every man is free to choose what power he will have to rule over him. None have fallen 
so low, none are so vile, but that they can find deliverance in Christ. The demoniac, in place 
of prayer, could utter only the words of Satan; yet the heart's unspoken appeal was heard. No cry 
from a soul in need, though it fail of utterance in words, will be unheeded. Those who will 
consent to enter into covenant relation with the God of heaven are not left to the power of Satan 
or to the infirmity of their own nature. {DA 259} 
 
     When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A 
change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work, 
bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ becomes 
His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no authority shall be 
known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly agencies is impregnable 
to the assaults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves to the control of Christ, we shall be 
dominated by the wicked one. We must inevitably be under the control of the one or the 
other of the two great powers that are contending for the supremacy of the world. It is not 
necessary for us deliberately to choose the service of the kingdom of darkness in order to 
come under its dominion. We have only to neglect to ally ourselves with the kingdom of 
light. If we do not co-operate with the heavenly agencies, Satan will take possession of the 
heart, and will make it his abiding place. The only defense against evil is the indwelling of 
Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness. Unless we become vitally connected with 
God, we can never resist the unhallowed effects of self-love, self-indulgence, and temptation 
to sin. We may leave off many bad habits, for the time we may part company with Satan; but 
without a vital connection with God, through the surrender of ourselves to Him moment by 
moment, we shall be overcome. Without a personal acquaintance with Christ, and a continual 
communion, we are at the mercy of the enemy, and shall do his bidding in the end.  {DA 324.1} 
 
While self is unsubdued, we can find no rest. The masterful passions of the heart no human 
power can control. We are as helpless here as were the disciples to quiet the raging storm. But 
He who spoke peace to the billows of Galilee has spoken the word of peace for every soul. 
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However fierce the tempest, those who turn to Jesus with the cry, "Lord, save us," will find 
deliverance.{DA 337) 
 
Even the power of demons is under the control of our Saviour, and the working of evil is 
overruled for good.  {DA 340.3} 
 
 
Satan's influence is constantly exerted upon men to distract the senses, control the mind for 
evil, and incite to violence and crime. He weakens the body, darkens the intellect, and debases 
the soul. Whenever men reject the Savior's invitation, they are yielding themselves to Satan. 
Multitudes in every department in life, in the home, in business, and even in the church, 
are doing this today.{DA 337} 
 
Again the Prince of life and the prince of the powers of darkness had met on the field of 
battle,--Christ in fulfillment of His mission to "preach deliverance to the captives, . . . to set at 
liberty them that are bruised" (Luke 4:18), Satan seeking to hold his victim under his control. 
Angels of light and the hosts of evil angels, unseen, were pressing near to behold the conflict. 
For a moment, Jesus permitted the evil spirit to display his power, that the beholders might 
comprehend the deliverance about to be wrought.  {DA 428.4 
 
Every soul that refuses to give himself to God is under the control of another power. He is not 
his own. He may talk of freedom, but he is in the most abject slavery. He is not allowed to see 
the beauty of truth, for his mind is under the control of Satan. While he flatters himself that he is 
following the dictates of his own judgment, he obeys the will of the prince of darkness. Christ 
came to break the shackles of sin-slavery from the soul. "If the Son therefore shall make you 
free, ye shall be free indeed." "The law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus" sets us "free from the 
law of sin and death." Rom. 8:2.  {DA 466.3} 
 
True, we have no power to free ourselves from Satan's control; but when we desire to be set free 
from sin, and in our great need cry out for a power out of and above ourselves, the powers of the 
soul are imbued with the divine energy of the Holy Spirit, and they obey the dictates of the will 
in fulfilling the will of God.  {DA 466.4} 
     The only condition upon which the freedom of man is possible is that of becoming one with 
Christ. "The truth shall make you free;" and Christ is the truth. Sin can triumph only by 
enfeebling the mind, and destroying the liberty of the soul. Subjection to God is restoration to 
one's self,--to the true glory and dignity of man. The divine law, to which we are brought into 
subjection, is "the law of liberty." James 2:12.  {DA 466.5} 
 
Christ gave this man a test. He called upon him to choose between the heavenly treasure and 
worldly greatness. The heavenly treasure was assured him if he would follow Christ. But self 
must yield; his will must be given into Christ's control. The very holiness of God was  
offered to the young ruler. He had the privilege of becoming a son of God, and a coheir with 
Christ to the heavenly treasure. But he must take up the cross, and follow the Saviour in the path 
of self-denial.  {DA 519.5} 
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Christ had now fully made manifest His control of death and the grave. That mighty miracle was 
the crowning evidence offered by God to men that He had sent His Son into the world for their 
salvation. It was a demonstration of divine power sufficient to convince every mind that was 
under the control of reason and enlightened conscience. Many who witnessed the resurrection of 
Lazarus were led to believe on Jesus. But the hatred of the priests against Him was intensified. 
They had rejected all lesser evidence of His divinity, and they were only enraged at this new 
miracle. The dead had been raised in the full light of day, and before a crowd of witnesses. No 
artifice could explain away such evidence. For this very reason the enmity of the priests grew 
deadlier. They were more than ever determined to put a stop to Christ's work.  {DA 537.1} 
 
 
 
 
 
 


