
North American Adventist and USA History Timeline, 1782-2008 
 
 
  The following time lines are a rough beginning of what I hope will become a major resource for Adventist 
teachers of  U.S. history and Bible courses at the secondary level.  Too many of us have little to no knowledge of 
basic Seventh-day Adventist church history and how it fits into the chronological confines of  U.S. history. 

 
I humbly request of my peers to email me if you see any mistakes I have made.  I especially desire more 

information for Adventist history of the 1900s.  This recourse is a work in progress. 
 
My email address is:    dougs@bma.us 
 
Douglas W. Stewart 
History Department Chair 
Blue Mountain Academy 
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1782 1783 1784 1785 1786 1787 1788 1789 1790 1791 1792 1793 1794 1795 1796 1797 1798 1799 1800

The Vatican falls
from secular

power.

William Miller

born Feb. 17,
1782

Thomas Jefferson
elected President of the

United States

Eli Whitney

invents the
cotton gin

Bill of Right
ratified

Philadelphia Convention
Federal Constitutionsigned

Peace of Paris

ends the
Revolutionary

War

Federal
Constitution

Ratified
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1800 1801 1802 1803 1804 1805 1806 1807 1808 1809 1810 1811 1812 1813 1814 1815 1816 1817 1818 1819 1820 1821 1822 1823 1824 1825 1826

Thomas Jefferson

elected President of the

United States
The Louisiana

Purchase nearly

doubles size of the

U.S.

William Miller

serves in U.S.

military during

War of 1812

William Miller

converts from Deism

to Baptist

After years of Bible study

William Miller comes to

conclusion  that Christ will

return "about the year 1843"
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Congress prohibits slaves from

being brought into the U.S.

from  outside the country.

Supreme Court Case

Marbury vs Madison

British burn

Washington D.C.

The United States declares

war on Great Britain

Monroe

Doctrine



1827 1828 1829 1830 1831 1832 1833 1834 1835 1836 1837 1838 1839 1840 1841 1842 1843 1844 1845 1846 1847

Ellen Gould White

(Harmon) is born

in Gorham, Maine,

November 26,

1827

J. N. Andrews was born July

22, 1829, in Poland, Maine.

He quit school at age 11 and

was largely self-taught.

William Miller

agrees to preach

his message of

the soon

returning Christ

for the first time

in Aug. of 1831

Two events combined to give William Miller a larger

audience. First, in 1838 he published his Evidence

from Scripture and History of the Second Coming of

Christ, About the Year 184 3. Next, he made an

excursion to the large cities in New England for a

series of lectures.

Josiah Litch uses

Revelation 9 to predict

the fall of the Ottoman

Empire around August

of 1840.

August 11,

1840 - The

Ottoman

Empire fell.

Ellen White was in her

early teens when she

and her family

accepted the Bible

interpretations of

William Miller.

In 1839 Joseph Bates

acceptes the second advent

preaching of William Miller

and became an active,

successful Millerite preacher.

James White learnes of

the Millerite message

from his mother, and

committes himself to

preaching the advent

doctrine in the winter of

1843 ,

James White and

Ellen Harmon Gould

were married by a

justice of the peace

on August 30, 1846.

The Great

Disappointment

of the Millerite

movement

occurs Oct. 22,

1844

In 1845 Joseph Bates

meets with believers near

Washington, New

Hampshire and becomes a

Sabbath keeper.

Joseph Bates wrote a tract of his own

about the Bible Sabbath. This tract came

to the attention of James and Ellen

White around the time of their marriage

in August of that year. They accepted the

seventh-day Sabbath from studying the

Bible evidence for it.

Early in 1845, at age 15,

J. N. Andrews accepted

the Sabbath from a tract

written by T. M. Preble. It

changed the direction of

his life.

In December 1844

God gave young

Ellen the first of an

estimated 2,000

visions and dreams.T
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production by

inter-changeable

parts perfected

South Carolina

Nullification

Proclamation

American

Anti-Slaver

y Society

Founded

The New

York Sun,

the first

penny

press, is

established

Cyrus McCormick

patents the

mechanical

reaper
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Texas declares its

independence from Mexico

The United States

declares war on Mexico

- Mexican/American

War of 1846

© 2008 - Doug Stewart

Page 3 of 12



1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 1866 1867 1868

Ellen G. White's first

published writings
appeared in 1851.

Uriah Smith's family were Millerite

Adventists, so at age 12 he experienced
the 1844 disappointment. Around that

time, his infected left leg had to be
amputated above the knee. In later life he

invented an artificial leg with flexible knee

and ankle joints. Late in 1852 he became a
Sabbath-keeping Adventist.

J. N. Andrews was

ordained to the
Adventist ministry

in 1853.

Several unofficial Church-oriented

elementary schools were in
existence between 1853 to 1872.

The first of these was developed by
John Byington and opened in the

home of Aaron Hilliard in Bucks
Bridge, N.Y. in the fall of 1853 -

with John Byington's daughter,
Martha as the teacher.

When the Review moved to Battle Creek
in 1855, Uriah Smith became editor at

age 23. For much of the next 50 years he
served either as editor or on its editorial

staff.

In 1855, at James White’s
request and using Bible proofs,

J. N. Andrews wrote a paper
which settled sunset as the

time for beginning the Sabbath.

In 1858 J. N. Andrews led out
in a study of systematic

benevolence, the forerunner of

our church’s tithing plan.
Name of Seventh-day

Adventist adopted by the
church.

First General

Conference and
formation of the

SDA church on May
21, 1863.

James White suffers

a severe stroke in
1865

In 1864 J. N. Andrews went to

Washington, D.C., and secured Civil
War non-combatant status for

Adventists.
The denomination was

officially organized on May

21, 1863, when the

movement included some
125 churches and 3,500

members.

J. N. Andrews name

first appeared in
Adventist literature at

age 20 when he wrote
a letter to the editor of

the Review, James
White, dated October

16, 1849.

Beginning in 1849
James White

published The
Present Truth. It

became The Review
and Herald in 1850.

Goodloe Harper Bell taught his first school at

age 19. Overwork placed him in the Western
Health Reform Institute in Battle Creek, in

1866, shortly after it opened. There he
accepted the Seventh-day Adventist faith.

Firing on Fort Sumter

Civil War begings

First Battle of Bull Run

Battle of Gettysburg

Surrender of Vicksburg

Emancipation Proclamation issued

Civil War

ends

Y
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A
m
e
ri
ca

John Brown's Raid

on Harper's Ferry

Compromise

of 1850

Supreme Court decision in
the Dred Scott case declares

African Americans had no
rights and were not citizens

of the U.S.
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By the age of 16 John Harvey
Kellogg was a public school

teacher. The next year he
attended high school and

graduated the same year.



1869 1870 1871 1872 1873 1874 1875 1876 1877 1878 1879

First Transcontinental

railroad is completed at

Provost, Utah.

First college

opened which

became

Andrews

University .

The first official

denominational elementary

school opened its doors in

Battle Creek, Michigan on

June 3, 1872. Twelve

students met in the church

printing press facility - The

Review Printing Press, under

the tutelage of Goodlow

Harper Bell

In 1873 James

and Ellen White

encouraged John

H. Kellogg to take

the medical

course, and they

assisted in his

tuition expenses.

J. N. Andrew's wife Angeline died of a

stroke in 1872. Ellen White urged him

to remarry, but when he went to

Europe in 1874 as the first official

Seventh-day Adventist missionary, he

went as a widower with his teenage

children, Charles and Mary.

In 1876 Ellen G. White

addressed her largest

audience—estimated at

20,000—at Groveland,

Massachusetts, for more than an

hour without a microphone.

In 1876, after finishing a two-year medical course, at age 24 John H.

Kellogg was appointed superintendent of the Health Reform Institute

in Battle Creek, Michigan.  In later years, its patients included J. C.

Penney, Montgomery Ward, S. S. Kresge, Dale Carnegie, Will Durant,

Alfred Dupont, John D. Rockefeller, Luther Burbank, Thomas Edison,

Booker T. Washington, Homer Rodeheaver, Admiral Byrd, Amelia

Earhart, and many others.

National League of

baseball players

organized

Woolworth opens his

"Five and Ten Cent

Store"

Alexander Graham Bell

invents and patents the

telephone

First intercollegiate

football game played
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1880 1881 1882 1883 1884 1885 1886 1887 1888 1889 1890

J. N. Andrews died in

Europe of tuberculosis in

1883, at the age of 54. He is

buried in Basel,

Switzerland.

The Seventh-day Adventist church’s first

school of

nursing opens at Battle Creek

Sanitarium,

operated by Drs. Kate Lindsay and

Ann Stewart under the auspices of Dr.

John Harvey Kellogg.

Missionary

work begun in

Australia.

The General Conference creates

the office of Secretary of Education,

appointing W. W. Prescott to the position

in addition to his responsibilities as

president of Battle Creek College.

The church’s first teachers’

institute convenes in Battle

Creek.

the notable 1888

General Conference

session in Minneapolis,

Minnesota, Ellen White

summed up the crucial

theological issues

involved in the

messages that she, E.

J. Waggoner, and A. T.

Jones presented at

that time.

The Great Controversy ,

published in 1888

James White died

at age 60 in 1881

The first Adventist

textbook,

A Natural Method in

English, is produced

by Goodloe Harper Bell.

Jane Addams founds

Hull House in Chicago

Salvation Army begins

operation in the U.S.
Richard Warren Sears

starts Sears and

Roebuck
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In 1890 the

Seventh-day

Adventist

Church had six

elementary

schools



1900 1901 1902 1903 1904 1905 1906 1907 1908 1909 1910

When the Battle Creek

Sanitarium burned in 1902,

Ellen G. White saw it as a

judgment against Kellogg’s

teachings and policies.

On November 10, 1907, the

Battle Creek church dropped

Kellogg from membership—a

tragic ending to more than 30

years of powerful influence in

the Seventh-day Adventist

Church.

In the summer of 1909,

Griggs oversaw the

publication of the first issue

of Christian Education .

The last words Uriah Smith wrote, directed to the 1903 General

Conference, were: “I am with you in the endeavor to send forth in

this generation this gospel of the kingdom, for a witness to all

nations. And when this is completed, it will be the signal for the

coronation of our coming King.” At age 71, Smith died of a stroke

on his way to the Review office.

One of the innovations of Fredrick Griggs, who replaced Sutherland as

the education departments second director, was to continue the practice

started in Harbor Springs, MI in 1891, that of holding teachers'

conventions. Griggs conducted two conventions in 1903 and 1910. From

the 1903 convention came a series of teacher manuals that set forth the

first SDA curriculum and gave resources and strategies to implement the

curriculum for grades 1-10

In 1903 John H. Kellogg published a book, The

Living Temple, that contained the principles of

pantheism. Ellen White wrote him many

personal messages of warning, but he ignored

them.

Another significant event that

occurred in1903 was the

publication of the book

Education authored by Ellen

G. White.

The number

of SDA

elementary

schools

increased to

220 by 1900

The year 1901 saw the official

organization of the Department

of Education for the General

Conference of Seventh-day

Adventists.In addition to the

Department of Education at

the General Conference level,

unions and local conferences

also implemented

departments of education.

In 1903, Griggs and most other leading

educators, began to support a plan whereby

the teacher's salaries and operating expenses

of the church schools were funded by four

sources: tuition, church subsidy, appropriations

from the conference, and a second tithe.

NAACP Foundation

President Teddy

Roosevelt sends the
"Great White Fleet"
around the world
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1910 1911 1912 1913 1914 1915 1916 1917 1918 1919 1920 1921 1922 1923 1924 1925 1926 1927 1928 1929 1930

Ellen G. White published a

second volume on

Adventist education,
Counsels to Teachers,

Parents, and Students ,

during the year 1913

Ellen G. White dies on
July 16, at St. Helena,

CA.

The Adventist system of education places a high

priority on providing elementary, secondary, and
college programs which are fully accredited. This

emphasis originated with the first attempt to accredit
secondary schools by the North American Division

Office of Education in the year 1917

In 1930 the

Seventh-day Adventist
Church had 1,977

elementary schools.

Angel Island

Immigration
Center opens in

San Francisco
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1930 1931 1932 1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 1942 1943 1944 1945 1946 1947 1948 1949 1950

In 1930 the
Seventh-day Adventist

Church had 1,977
elementary schools.

Opening of
Theological

Seminary at

Takoma Park.

Voice of Prophecy
radio show begins

broadcasting coast

to coast.

Japanese bomb
Pearl Harbor,

Dec. 7
WWII begins in
Europe when

Germany invades
Poland U.S. enters

WWII

Battles of Coral Sea
and Midway halts

Japanese offensive in
the Pacific

Internment of
Japanese

Americans

Germany
surrenders

U.S. drops atomic
bombs on Hiroshima

and Nagasaki

Japan surrenders

Winston Churchill
delivers his "iron

curtain" speech

First
electronic

computer
-ENIAC-

begins
operation

State of Israel
founded and

recognized by
United States

Truman orders an

end to segregation
in the armed

forces

Bell Labs develops

the transistor

NATO established

Soviet Union

detonates an
atomic bomb

Soviet spy ring at

Los Alamos
uncovered

Joseph McCarthy
launches

anticommunist
crusade

Korean War

begins

Julius and Ethel Rosenburg
arrested as atomic spies

Mark I
calculator

created

Franklin D.

Roosevelt first
elected President

Social Security Act Franklin D.

Roosevelt elected
President for second

term

Franklin D.

Roosevelt elected
President for third

term

Franklin D.

Roosevelt elected
President for fourth

term
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1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970

SDA

membership
hits 1 million.

NASA founded

in the U.S.
Rachel Carson

writes Silent Spring

Cuban Missle Crisis

Birth Control Pill

marketed

Second Civil
Rights Act

The Beatles

visit the U.S.

Gulf of Tonkin

Incident and
Congressional

Resolution

Black Panthers
formed

National Organization for

Women (NOW) founded

Martin Luther King Jr. and

Robert F. Kennedy
assassinated

Tet Offensive in Vietnam
proves the U.S. military

does not have the country
under control

Bombing of North Vietnam and Americanization of

the Vietnam War begins

Assassination of Malcolm X

Civil Rights march from Selma to Montgomery

Watts riots in Los Angeles

NAACP's biggest
victory in federal

courts

Brown vs Board of
Education of Topeka

Soviet spy ring at

Los Alamos
uncovered

Joseph McCarthy

launches
anticommunist

crusade

Korean War
begins

Julius and Ethel
Rosenburg

arrested as
atomic spies

President
John F. Kennedy

assassinated

John F. Kennedy

elected President

Berlin Wall

erected

Bay of Pigs
invasion of Cuba

(failed)

Freedom
Rides

Korean War truce signed

(war still not over)

Fidel Castro comes

to power in Cuba

Civil Rights Act

(first since Civil War
Reconstruction era)

Little Rock, AR school

desegregation crisis

Soviet Union launches
Sputnik

Montgomery bus

boycott begins

Apollo 11 lands first
man on the moon

Nixon begins

withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Vietnam

Woodstock

Student
protesters of the

Vietnam War
killed at Kent

State

The Adventist

Development and
Relief Agency

(ADRA) International
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1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990

SDA

membership

hits 5
million.

Geraldine Ferraro
(first woman)

chosen as vice
presidential

running mate on

Democratic ticket

Iran hostage crisis

preoccupies the
people of the U.S.

Introduction of the

Apple II personal
computer

Supreme Court

orders Nixon
to release

Watergate
tapes

House
Judiciary

Committee
votes to

impeach Nixon

President
Nixon resigns

Vietnam cease-fire

agreement signed

Senate establishes
Special Committee

on Presidential

Campaign
Activities to

investigate
Watergate

Supreme Court

rules on Roe vs
Wade

New York Times

publishes the
Pentagon Papers

Berlin Wall is

torn down

Massive
Alaskan oil spill

by Exxon

Valdez

Student
protesters of the

Vietnam War
killed at Kent

State

President Nixon
visists China and

the Soviet Union

President
Carter

restores full
diplomatic

relations with

Communist
China

President

Ronald
Reagan

proposes
Strategic

Defense

Initiative
(dubbed "Star

Wars" by the
media)

Congressional

hearing on
Iran-contra

scandal

Germany reunified

Soviet troops start

withdrawal from
Eastern Europe
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1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

The United Nations Economic and Social

Council (ECOSOC) granted The Adventist
Development and Relief Agency (ADRA)

International general consultative status
in 1997.

Germany reunified

Soviet troops start

withdrawal from
Eastern Europe

World Trade

Center bombed

Congress
approves NAFTA

treaty

Upheavals in Soviet

Union as its economy
nears collapse

Communist party is

disbanded in the

Soviet Union

Soviet republics
declare independence

Gulf War (Operation
Desert Storm)

Islamic extremists attack U.S.

More citizens killed than in

Pearl Harbor attack

Democratic party

nominates first African

American to run for
President
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