
Dying to Self 
 

When they see that they must die to self, and practice the principles of self-denial, they are 
displeased because they cannot gratify their ambitious desire to rule other men.  Their true 
characters will appear.  Some will make total shipwreck of the faith.  "They went out from 
us, but they were not of us," said John, and so it will be again. {Christian Leadership 64.3} 
 
All heaven is interested for us. We should be alive and awake to honor, glorify, and adore the 
high and lofty One. Our hearts should flow out in love and gratitude to Him who has been so 
full of love and compassion to us. With our lives we should honor Him, and with pure and 
holy conversation show that we are born from above, that this world is not our home, but that 
we are pilgrims and strangers here, traveling to a better country.   
     Many who profess the name of Christ and claim to be looking for His speedy coming, 
know not what it is to suffer for Christ's sake. Their hearts are not subdued by grace, and they 
are not dead to self, as is often shown in various ways. At the same time they are talking of 
having trials. But the principal cause of their trials is an unsubdued heart, which makes self 
so sensitive that it is often crossed. If such could realize what it is to be a humble follower of 
Christ, a true Christian, they would begin to work in good earnest and begin right. They 
would first die to self, then be instant in prayer, and check every passion of the heart. Give up 
your self-confidence and self-sufficiency, brethren, and follow the meek Pattern. Ever keep 
Jesus in your mind that He is your example and you must dead in His footsteps. Look unto 
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured 
the cross, despising the shame. He endured the contradiction of sinners against Himself. He 
for our sins was once the meek, slain lamb, wounded, bruised, smitten, and afflicted.  Let us, 
then, cheerfully suffer something for Jesus' sake, crucify self daily, and be partakers of 
Christ's sufferings here, that we may be made partakers with Him of His glory, and be 
crowned with glory, honor, immortality, and eternal life. {EW 114.1} 
 
     We all need to gain a much deeper experience in the things of God than we have gained. 
Self is to die, and Christ is to take possession of the soul temple. Physicians, ministers, 
teachers, and all others in responsible positions, must learn the humility of Christ before He 
can be revealed in them. Too often self is so important an agency in the life of a man that the 
Lord is not able to mold and fashion him. Self rules on the right hand and on the left, and the 
man presses his way forward as he pleases. Christ says to self, "Stand out of My path. 
Whosoever will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
Me. Then I can accept him as My disciple. In order to serve Me acceptably, he must do 
the work I have given him in harmony with My instructions."-- Review and Herald, 
August 16, 23, 1906.  {Fundamentals of Education 511.3} 
 
     When you die to self, when you surrender to God, to do His work, to let the light that He 
has given you shine forth in good works, you will not labor alone. God's grace stands forth to 
cooperate with every effort to enlighten the ignorant and those who do not know that the end 
of all things is at hand. But God will not do your work. Light may shine in abundance, but 
the grace given will convert your soul only as it arouses you to cooperate with divine 
agencies. You are called upon to put on the Christian armor and enter the Lord's service as 
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active soldiers. Divine power is to cooperate with human effort to break the spell of worldly 
enchantment that the enemy has cast upon souls.  {God’s Amazing Grace 37.4} 
 
    The Lord has honored us by choosing us as His soldiers. Let us fight bravely for Him, 
maintaining the right in every transaction. Rectitude in all things is essential to the warfare of 
the soul. As you strive for the victory over your own inclinations, He will help you by 
His Holy Spirit to be circumspect in every action, that you may give no occasion for the 
enemy to speak evil of the truth.  {AG 37.5} 
 
     When the truth, the solemn, important truth, gets hold of them, self will die; then the 
language will not be, "I will go there, I will not stay here;" but the earnest inquiry will 
be, "Where does God want me to be? Where can I best glorify Him, and where can our 
united labors do the most good?" Their will should be swallowed up in the will of God.  
{GW92 214.2} 
 
Those who are trying to purify their souls through obedience to the truth, yet who have had 
no opportunity of making special efforts and sacrifices for Christ and his cause, should find 
consolation in the thought that it is not necessarily the self-surrender of the martyr that is 
the most acceptable to God; it may not be the missionary whose life has been one of 
trial and endurance, that stands highest in heaven's record; but that the Christian who 
is such in his private life, in his daily struggle with self, in the control of his passions, in 
cleanness of purpose, in purity of thought, in patience, meekness, and long-suffering 
under the test of provocation, in piety, in devotion, in holy faith and trust in God, in 
faithfulness in little things, representing in the home life the character of Jesus,--that 
such a one may be more precious in the sight of God than the man who goes as a 
missionary to heathen lands, or ascends the scaffold to die for his faith.  {GW92 217.1} 
 
O, how different are the standards by which God and man measure character! God sees many  
temptations resisted, of which the world, and even near friends, never know,--temptations in 
the home, in the heart; he sees the soul's humility in view of its own weakness, the sincere 
repentance over even a thought that is evil; he sees the whole heart's devotion to the 
upbuilding of the cause of God; he has noted those hours of hard battle with self--battle that 
won the victory. All this, God and angels know. Many will be lost who think themselves  
Christians, and many will be in heaven who their neighbors supposed would never get 
there. God judgeth not as man judgeth. Man judgeth from appearance, but God 
judgeth the heart. {GW92 217.2} 
 
     Many are filled with self-importance, and esteem themselves above their brethren. 
Such should let self die; let the carnal mind be crucified. If you have enmity, suspicion, 
envy, and jealousy in your hearts, you have a work to do. Confess your sins; come into 
harmony with your brethren. Speak well of them. Throw out no unfavorable hints, no 
suggestions that will awaken distrust in the minds of others. Guard their reputation as 
sacredly as you would have them guard yours; love them as you would be loved of 
Jesus. Work for their interest, instead of seeking to tear them down, that you may build 
up self on their ruins. Satan is an accuser of the brethren, and he loves to have you help 
him. But disappoint him; do not let him triumph over you.  {GW92 430.3} 
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Will you, my ministering brethren, grasp the rich promises of God? Will you put self out of 
sight, and let Jesus appear? Self must die before God can work through you. I feel alarmed as 
I see self cropping out in one and another here and there. I tell you, in the name of Jesus of 
Nazareth, your wills must die; they must become as God's will. He wants to melt you over, 
and cleanse you from every defilement. There is a great work to be done for you before you 
can be filled with the power of God. I beseech you to draw nigh to him that you may realize 
his rich blessing before this meeting closes.  {Historical Sketches 137} 
 
Angels of God are weighing moral worth. They are watching the development of character in 
those now living, to see if their names can be retained in the book of life. A probation is 
granted us in which to wash our robes of character and make them white in the blood 
of the Lamb. Who is doing this work? Who is separating from himself sin and 
selfishness? "Ye are dead," says the apostle Paul of the true followers of Christ, "and 
your life is hid with Christ in God." When we are alive to God, we are dead to self. May 
God help us to die to self. Whose names will not be blotted out of the book of life? Only 
the names of those who have loved God with all the powers of their being, and their 
neighbors as themselves.   
     There is a great work to be done for many of us. Our minds and characters must become 
as the mind and character of Christ. Selfishness is inwrought in our very being. It has come 
to us as an inheritance, and has been cherished by many as a precious treasure. No special 
work for God can be accomplished until self and selfishness are overcome. {HS 138.6} 
 
     There are some who are seeking, always seeking, for the goodly pearl. But they do not 
make an entire surrender of their wrong habits. They do not die to self that Christ may live in 
them. Therefore they do not find the precious pearl. . . . They never know what it is to have 
peace and harmony in the soul; for without entire self-surrender there is no rest, no joy. 
Almost Christians, yet not fully Christians, they seem near the kingdom of heaven, but they 
cannot enter there. Almost but not wholly saved means to be not almost but wholly lost. . . .  
{Heavenly Places 49.3} 
 
     If we will die to self, if we will enlarge our idea of what Christ can be to us and what 
we can be to Him, if we will unite with one another in the bonds of Christian fellowship, 
God will work through us with mighty power. Then we shall be sanctified through the truth. 
We shall indeed be chosen by God and controlled by His Spirit. Every day of life will be 
precious to us, because we shall see in it an opportunity to use our entrusted gifts for the 
blessing of others.  {HP 57.5} 
 
I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. John 10:10.   
     There can be no such thing as a narrow life for any soul connected with Christ. Those who 
love Jesus with heart and mind and soul and their neighbor as themselves have a broad field 
in which to use their ability and influence. There is no talent to be used for selfish 
gratification. Self must die, and our lives be hid with Christ in God. . . .  {HP 60.2} 
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We need to open the heart to Christ. We need much firmer faith and more fervent devotion. 
We need to die to self, and in mind and heart to cherish an adoring love for our Saviour. 
When we will seek the Lord with all the heart we shall find Him, and our hearts will be all 
aglow with His love. Self will sink into insignificance, and Jesus will be all and in all to the 
soul.  {HP 87.6} 
 
Are we willing to pay the price for eternal life? Are we ready to sit down and count the 
cost, whether heaven is worth such a sacrifice as to die to self and let our will be bent 
and fashioned into perfect conformity with the will of God? Until this shall be, the 
transforming grace of God will not be experienced by us.  {HP 155.4} 
 
     Paul could say: "I die daily" (1 Cor. 15:31). It is the daily dying to self in the little 
transactions of life that makes us overcomers. We should forget self in the desire to do 
good to others. With many there is a decided lack of love for others. Instead of faithfully 
performing their duty, they seek rather their own pleasure.  {HP 233.4} 
     God positively enjoins upon all His followers a duty to bless others with their 
influence and means. . . . In doing for others, a sweet satisfaction will be experienced, an 
inward peace which will be a sufficient reward. When actuated by a high and noble desire to 
do others good, they will find true happiness in a faithful discharge of life's manifold duties. 
This will bring more than an earthly reward; for every faithful, unselfish performance of duty 
is noticed by the angels and shines in the life record. In heaven none will think of self, nor 
seek their own pleasure; but all, from pure, genuine love, will seek the happiness of the 
heavenly beings around them. If we wish to enjoy heavenly society in the earth made new, 
we must be governed by heavenly principles here.  {HP 233.5} 
 
There is too much self. We want self to die and be hid in Christ Jesus, then we will not talk 
of discouragement and difficulties and all these small things, but we will talk of the great 
plan of redemption and the matchless power of Jesus Christ to come to our world and take 
upon Him human nature that we through Him might be elevated and have a seat at His right 
hand. What could be more pleasant than that?  {Lift Him Up, 6.3} 
 
     Self-esteem and self-sufficiency are killing spiritual life. Self is lifted up; self is talked 
about. Oh, that self might die! "I die daily," said the apostle Paul. When this proud, 
boasting self-sufficiency and this complacent self-righteousness permeate the soul, there is 
no room for Jesus. He is given an inferior place, while self swells into importance and fills 
the whole temple of the soul. This is the reason why the Lord can do so little for us. Should 
He work with our efforts, the instrument would appropriate all the glory to his own 
smartness, his wisdom, his ability, and he would congratulate himself, as did the Pharisee: "I 
fast twice in the week, I give tithes of all that I possess." When self shall be hidden in Christ, 
it will not be brought to the surface so frequently. . . .  {LHU 310.4} 
     It is only when we are careful to carry out the Master's orders without leaving our 
stamp and identity upon the work that we work efficiently and harmoniously. "Press 
together," said the angel, "press together" (Testimonies, vol. 5, pp. 538, 539). 
 
Who is separating from himself sin and selfishness? "Ye are dead," says the apostle Paul of 
the true followers of Christ, "and your life is hid with Christ in God." When we are alive to 
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God, we are dead to self. May God help us to die to self. Whose names will not be blotted 
out of the book of life? Only the names of those who have loved God with all the powers of 
their being, and their neighbors as themselves.   
     There is a great work to be done for many of us. Our minds and characters must become 
as the mind and character of Christ. Selfishness is inwrought in our very being. It has come 
to us as an inheritance, and has been cherished by many as a precious treasure. No special 
work for God can be accomplished until self and selfishness are overcome. To many 
everything connected with themselves is of great importance. Self is a center, around which 
everything seems to revolve. {LHU 326.3} 
 
We must be content to enter into life in the very same way as the chief of sinners. We 
must renounce our own righteousness and plead for the righteousness of Christ to be 
imputed to us. We must depend wholly upon Christ for our strength. Self must die. We must 
acknowledge that all we have is from the exceeding riches of divine grace. Let this be the 
language of our hearts: "Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name give 
glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake."   
     Genuine faith is followed by love, and love by obedience. All the powers and passions 
of the converted man are brought under the control of Christ. His Spirit is a renewing 
power, transforming to the divine image all who will receive it. . . .  {Maranatha 73.4} 
 
I was pointed to the remnant on the earth. The angel said to them, "Will ye shun the seven 
last plagues? . . . If so, ye must die that ye may live. Get ready, get ready, get ready. Ye must 
have a greater preparation than ye now have. . . . Sacrifice all to God. Lay all upon His 
altar--self, property, and all, a living sacrifice. It will take all to enter glory."   
     Christ is coming with power and great glory. He is coming with His own glory and with 
the glory of the Father. . . . While the wicked flee from His presence, Christ's followers will 
rejoice. {Mar 98.3} 
 
    Paul could say: "I die daily." It is the daily dying to self in the little transactions of life 
that makes us overcomers. We should forget self in the desire to do good to others. With 
many there is a decided lack of love for others. Instead of faithfully performing their duty, 
they seek rather their own pleasure.  {Mar 109.2} 
 
Self is prominent. When self is crucified, then this sensitiveness, or pride, will die; until then 
you are not a Christian.  {2MCP 638.1} 
     To be a Christian is to be Christlike, to possess humility and a meek and quiet spirit 
that will bear contradiction without being enraged or becoming insane. If the deceptive 
covering which is about you could be rent asunder so that you could see yourself as God sees 
you, you would no longer seek to justify self but would fall all broken upon Christ, the only 
One who can remove the defects in your character and then bind you up.--2T 573 (1870).  
{2MCP 638.2} 
 
     We cannot allow ourselves to act from impulse. We cannot be off guard for a moment. 
Beset with temptations without number, we must resist firmly or be conquered. Should we 
come to the close of life with our work undone, it would be an eternal loss.  {MH 452.3} 
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     The life of the apostle Paul was a constant conflict with self. He said, "I die daily." 1 
Corinthians 15:31. His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the will of  
God. Instead of following inclination, he did God's will, however crucifying to his 
nature.  {MH 452.4} 
     At the close of his life of conflict, looking back over its struggles and triumphs, he could 
say, "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: henceforth 
there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give me at that day." 2 Timothy 4:7, 8.  {MH 453.1} 
     The Christian life is a battle and a march. In this warfare there is no release; the 
effort must be continuous and persevering. It is by unceasing endeavor that we 
maintain the victory over the temptations of Satan. Christian integrity must be sought 
with resistless energy and maintained with a resolute fixedness of purpose.  {MH 453.2} 
 
      Those who accept Christ, and in their first confidence say, I am saved, are in danger of 
trusting to themselves. They lose sight of their own weakness and their constant need of 
divine strength. They are unprepared for Satan's devices, and under temptation many, like 
Peter, fall into the very depths of sin. We are admonished, "Let him that thinketh he standeth, 
take heed lest he fall" (1 Cor. 10:12). Our only safety is in constant distrust of self, and 
dependence on Christ. [CHRIST'S OBJECT LESSONS, PP. 154, 155.] 
 
     There are many who profess Christ, but who never become mature Christians. They admit 
that man is fallen, that his faculties are weakened, that he is unfitted for moral achievement, 
but they say that Christ has borne all the burden, all the suffering, all the self-denial, and they 
are willing to let Him bear it. They say that there is nothing for them to do but to believe; 
but Christ said, "If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow Me" (Matt. 16:24). Jesus kept the commandments of God. . . . We are 
never to rest in a satisfied condition, and cease to make advancement, saying, "I am 
saved." When this idea is entertained, the motives for watchfulness, for prayer, for 
earnest endeavor to press onward to higher attainments, cease to exist.{NL 42.3} 
 
May it not be our great anxiety to succeed in this world; but may the burden of our souls be, 
How shall I secure the better world? What have I to do to be saved? . . . The position all must 
come into, is to value salvation dearer than earthly gain, to count everything but loss that they 
may win Christ. The consecration must be entire. God will admit of no reserve, of no divided 
sacrifice, no idol. All must die to self, and to the world. Then let us each renew our 
consecration to God daily. Everlasting life is worth a lifelong, persevering, untiring effort.  
{Our High Calling 308.5} 
 
Paul's sanctification was the result of a constant conflict with self. He said: "I die daily" (1 
Cor. 15:31). His will and his desires every day conflicted with duty and the will of God. 
Instead of following inclination, he did God's will, however crucifying to his own nature. 
God leads His people on step by step.--Testimonies, vol. 8, pp. 312, 313.  {Reflecting Christ 
291.8} 
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We can be shut in with God where we can daily say, "I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in 
me" "to will and to do of his good pleasure." Glory be to God. I know that my life is hid 
with Christ in God.  {RC 350.5} 
     The curtain has been lifted. I have seen the rich reward laid up for the saints. I have had a 
taste of the joys of the world to come, and it has spoiled this world for me. My affections, my 
interests, hopes, my all is in heaven. I long to see the King in His beauty, Him whom my soul 
loveth. Heaven, sweet heaven. "I long to be there; and the thought that 'tis near, makes me 
almost impatient for Christ to appear." Praise the Lord for a good hope through Jesus Christ 
of immortality and eternal life.--Letter 9, 1851.  {RC 350.6} 
 
  Whatever the character of your sin, confess it. If it is against God only, confess only to Him. 
If you have wronged or offended others, confess also to them, and the blessing of the Lord 
will rest upon you. In this way you die to self, and Christ is formed within. . . . Our 
consecration to God must be unreserved, our love ardent, our faith unwavering. Then the 
expressions of the lips will testify to the quickened intelligence of the mind and the deep 
movings of the Spirit of God upon the soul.  
 {SD 309.4} 
 
     My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the Lord . Ps. 104:34.  {SD 311.1} 
     Rest yourself wholly in the hands of Jesus. Contemplate His great love, and while you 
meditate upon His self-denial, His infinite sacrifice made in our behalf in order that we 
should believe in Him, your heart will be filled with holy joy, calm peace, and indescribable 
love. As we talk of Jesus, as we call upon Him in prayer, our confidence that He is our 
personal, loving Saviour will strengthen, and His character will appear more and more 
lovely. . . . We may enjoy rich feasts of love, and as we fully believe that we are His by 
adoption, we may have a foretaste of heaven. Wait upon the Lord in faith. The Lord draws 
out the soul in prayer, and gives us to feel His precious love. We have a nearness to Him, and 
can hold sweet communion with Him. We obtain distinct views of His tenderness and 
compassion, and our hearts are broken and melted with contemplation of the love that is 
given to us. We feel indeed an abiding Christ in the soul. . . . Our peace is like a river, wave 
after wave of glory rolls into the heart, and indeed we sup with Jesus and He with us. We 
have a realizing sense of the love of God, and we rest in His love. No language can describe 
it, it is beyond knowledge. We are one with Christ, our life is hid with Christ in God. We 
have the assurance that when He who is our life shall appear, then shall we also appear with 
Him in glory. With strong confidence, we can call God our Father. Whether we live or die, 
we are the Lord's. His Spirit makes us like Jesus Christ in temper, and disposition, and we 
represent Christ to others. When Christ is abiding in the soul the fact cannot be hid; for He is 
like a well of water springing up into everlasting life. We can but represent the likeness of 
Christ in our character, and our words, our deportment, produces in others a deep, abiding, 
increasing love for Jesus, and we make manifest . . . that we are conformed to the image of 
Jesus Christ.  {SD 311.2} 
 
     Many who profess the name of Christ, and profess to be looking for his speedy coming, 
know not what it is to suffer for Christ's sake. Their hearts are not subdued by grace, and they 
are not dead to self; but it often appears in various ways; and at the same  
                                                                            33 
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time, they are talking of having trials. But the principal cause of their trials, is an unsubdued 
heart, which makes self so sensitive, that it is often crossed. If such could realize what it is to 
be a humble follower of Christ, a true christian, they would begin to work in good earnest, 
and begin right. They would first die to self, then be instant in prayer, and check every 
passion of the heart. Give up your self-confidence, and self sufficiency, and follow the meek 
Pattern. Ever keep Jesus in your mind, that he is your example, and you must tread in his 
footsteps. Looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith; who, for the joy that was 
set before him, endured the cross, despising the shame. He endured the contradiction of 
sinners against himself. He for your sins, was once the meek slain lamb, wounded, bruised, 
smitten and afflicted.  {ExV54 32.2} 
 
     The Lord is ready to help all who need help and feel that need. If you see your poverty 
and wretchedness before God, and earnestly take hold of His strength, He will help, and 
bless, and impart to you strength, that by your good works you may lead others to glorify our 
Father who is in heaven. Will you see yourself? Will you submit your will and ways to God? 
Will you seek for pure and undefiled religion before God? Oh, what will it avail you to pass 
along in this wretched condition! You have no happiness yourself in this way of living, and 
those around you have no happiness in your society. Surely you make for yourself a great 
amount of misery; and such a life as you have led is not worth much. Why not, then, be 
reconciled to God? Die to self and be converted, that Jesus may heal you. He wants to save 
you, if you will consent to be saved in His appointed way. May the Lord help you to see and 
correct every error is my prayer.  {2T 83.1} 
 
You cannot serve self and at the same time be servants of Christ. You must die to self, die to 
your love of pleasure, and learn to inquire: Will God be pleased with the objects for 
which I purpose to spend this means? Shall I glorify Him?  {2T 128.2} 
     We are commanded, whether we eat, or drink, or whatsoever we do, to do all to the glory 
of God. How many have conscientiously moved from principle rather than from impulse, and 
obeyed this command to the letter? {2 T 130} 
 
You must overcome this disease of the imagination. You are extremely sensitive, and if a 
word is spoken favoring an opposite course from that which you have been pursuing, you are 
hurt. You feel that you are blamed, and that you must defend yourself, save your life; and in 
your earnest effort to save your life, you lose it. You have a work to do to die to self and to 
cultivate a spirit of forbearance and patience. Get over the idea that you are not used 
right, that you are wronged, that somebody wants to crowd or harm you. You see 
through false eyes. Satan leads you to take these distorted views of things.  {2T 424.2} 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
     God gave His Son to a life of humiliation, self-denial, poverty, toil, reproach, and to the 
agonizing death of crucifixion. But there was no angel to bear the joyful message: "It is 
enough; You need not die, My well-beloved Son." Legions of angels were sorrowfully 
waiting, hoping that, as in the case of Isaac, God would at the last moment prevent His 
shameful death. But angels were not permitted to bear any such message to God's dear Son. 
The humiliation in the judgment hall and on the way to Calvary went on. He was mocked, 
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derided, and spit upon. He endured the jeers, taunts, and revilings of those who hated Him, 
until upon the cross He bowed His head and died.  {3T 369.2} 
 
You do not possess the religion of Christ. You must soften your heart and die to self, and 
Christ must live in you; then you will walk in the light as He is in the light, and you will 
leave a bright track heavenward to lighten the pathway of others. You have felt too well 
satisfied with yourself. You should educate yourself and overcome your bigoted and fault-
finding spirit. You need to keep the body under and bring it into subjection, lest, after you 
have preached to others, you yourself should be a castaway.  {3T 464.3} 
     You take small views of matters, pick at straws, find fault, and question the course of 
others, when you might far better be overcoming the defects in your own character and life, 
working from a Christian standpoint, seeking light from God, and preparing to unite with 
pure angels in the kingdom of heaven. As you are, you would mar all heaven. You are  
uncultivated, unrefined, and unsanctified. There is no place in heaven for such a character as 
you now possess.  {3T 464.4} 
 
They are in danger of watching to see defects in others while greater evils exist 
undiscerned in themselves. If these dear souls ever enter heaven, they must die to self and 
obtain an experience in well-doing. They have lessons to learn in the school of Christ in 
order to perfect Christian characters and have a oneness with Christ. Said Christ to His 
disciples: "Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the 
kingdom of heaven." He explained His meaning to them. He did not wish them to become 
children in understanding, but in malice. Little children do not manifest feelings of 
superiority and aristocracy. They are simple and natural in their appearance. Christ 
would have His followers cultivate unaffected manners, that their whole bearing may be 
humble and Christlike. He has made it our duty to live for others' good. He came from 
the royal courts of heaven to this world to show how great an interest He had in man, and the 
infinite price paid for the redemption of man shows that man is of so great value that Christ 
could sacrifice His riches and honor in the royal courts to lift him from the degradation of 
sin.  {3T 529.1} 
 
When trials press you, when despondency and dark unbelief control your thoughts, when 
selfishness molds your actions, you do not see your need of God and of a deep and thorough 
knowledge of His will. You know not the will of God, neither can you know it while you live 
for self. You rely upon your good intentions and resolutions, and the principal made and 
resolutions broken. What you all need is to die to self, cease clinging to self, and 
surrender to God {3 T 543} 
 
     The Lord requires us to be submissive to His will, subdued by His Spirit, and sanctified to 
His service. Selfishness must be put away, and we must overcome every defect in our 
characters as Christ overcame. In order to accomplish this work, we must die daily to self. 
Said Paul: "I die daily." He had a new conversion every day, took an advance step toward  
heaven. To gain daily victories in the divine life is the only course that God approves. The 
Lord is gracious, of tender pity, and plenteous in mercy. He knows our needs and 
weaknesses, and He will help our infirmities if we only trust in Him and believe that He will 
bless us and do great things for us. {4T 66} 
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We cannot praise and flatter any man without doing him a great wrong; those who do 
this will meet with serious disappointment. They trust too fully to finite man and not enough 
to God, who never errs. The eager desire to urge men into public notice is an evidence of 
backsliding from God and of friendship with the world. It is the spirit which characterizes 
the present day. It shows that men have not the mind of Jesus; spiritual blindness and poverty 
of soul have come upon them. Often persons of inferior minds look away from Jesus to a 
merely human standard, by which they are not made conscious of their own littleness, and 
hence have an undue estimate of their own capabilities and endowments. There is among us 
as a people an idolatry of human instrumentalities and mere human talent, and these 
even of a superficial character. We must die to self and cherish humble, childlike faith. 
God's people have departed from their simplicity. They have not made God their strength, 
and they are weak and faint, spiritually.  {5T 75.2} 
 
Self-esteem and self-sufficiency are killing spiritual life. Self is lifted up; self is talked about. 
Oh, that self might die! "I die daily," said the apostle Paul. When this proud, boasting self-
sufficiency and this complacent self-righteousness permeate the soul, there is no room for 
Jesus. He is given an inferior place, while self swells into importance and fills the whole 
temple of the soul. This is the reason why the Lord can do so little for us. Should He work 
with our efforts, the instrument would appropriate all the glory to his own smartness, his 
wisdom, his ability, and he would congratulate himself, as did the Pharisee: "I fast twice in 
the week, I give tithes of all that I possess." When self shall be hidden in Christ, it will not be 
brought to the surface so frequently. Shall we meet the mind of the Spirit of God? Shall we 
dwell more upon practical godliness, and far less upon mechanical arrangements?  {5T 
538.3} 
 
We are in great need of the heavenly influence, God's Holy Spirit, to give power and 
efficiency to our work. We need to open the heart to Christ. We need much firmer faith and 
more fervent devotion. We need to die to self, and in mind and heart to cherish an adoring 
love for our Saviour. When we will seek the Lord with all the heart we shall find Him, and 
our hearts will be all aglow with His love. Self will sink into insignificance, and Jesus will be 
all and in all to the soul.  {6T 51.1} 
 
Do not worry. By looking at appearances, and complaining when difficulty and pressure 
come, you reveal a sickly, enfeebled faith. By your words and your works show that your 
faith is invincible. The Lord is rich in resources. He owns the world. Look to Him who has 
light, and power, and efficiency. He will bless everyone who is seeking to communicate light 
and love.  {7T 212.3} 
 
     The Lord desires all to understand that their prosperity is hid with Him in Christ; that it is 
dependent on their humility and meekness, their wholehearted obedience and devotion. 
When they shall learn the lesson of the great Teacher, to die to self, to put no confidence in 
man, nor to make flesh their arm, then, as they call upon Him, the Lord will be to them a 
present help in every time of need. He will guide them in judgment. He will be at their right 
hand to give them counsel. He will say to them: "This is the way, walk ye in it."  {7T 212.4} 
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Break down every barrier and let the Saviour into your heart. Let self die. Surrender your will 
and die to self now, just now, and leave God to make your way for you.--Letter 29, Nov. 10, 
1879, to Edson White.  {This Day with God 323.5} 
 
Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples." Jesus has 
made abundant provision so that every soul connected with him may work as he worked, 
partaking of his Spirit, his virtue, and grace. Self is to die, and Christ is to live in us. Jesus 
says, "As the Father hath loved me, so have I loved you: continue ye in my love." If you do 
this, you will have to fight the good fight of faith every moment  {RH, October 11, 1892 par. 
5} 
 
Angels do not come to the earth to denounce and to destroy, to rule and to exact homage, but 
are messengers of mercy to cooperate with the Captain of the Lord's host, to cooperate with 
the human agents who shall go forth to seek and to save the lost sheep. Angels are 
commanded to encamp round about those who fear and love God.  {ST, November 20, 1893 
par. 3} 
 
     As we contemplate the great love of God, shall not our hearts be subdued and softened, 
yea, broken? Shall we not be filled with patience, long-suffering, and love? Shall we not die 
to self?  {ST, December 25, 1901 par. 16} 
     Christ came to this world to reveal the love of God. His followers are to continue the work 
which He began. Let us strive to help and strengthen one another. Seeking the good of others 
is the way in which true happiness can be found. Man does not work against his own interest 
by loving God and his fellow-men. The more unselfish his spirit, the happier he is, because 
he is fulfilling God's purpose for him. The breath of God is breathed through him, filling him 
with gladness. To him life is a sacred trust, precious in his sight because given by God to be 
spent in ministering to others.  {ST, December 25, 1901 par. 17} 
 
Not in your own strength, but in the strength of Christ, you are to ascend the ladder 
heavenward, round by round. Make diligent, thorough work in humbling yourselves, that 
the old habits and practices and all evil speaking may be put away. Draw nigh to God and 
He will draw nigh to you. Die to self; live to God."  {SpTB03b 4.3} 
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