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The Face of God 
 
To every stricken one, Jesus comes with the ministry of healing. The life of 
bereavement, pain, and suffering may be brightened by precious revealings of His 
presence.  {MB 12.1} 
     God would not have us remain pressed down by dumb sorrow, with sore and 
breaking hearts. He would have us look up and behold His dear face of love. The 
blessed Saviour stands by many whose eyes are so blinded by tears that they do not 
discern Him. He longs to clasp our hands, to have us look to Him in simple faith, 
permitting Him to guide us. His heart is open to our griefs, our sorrows, and our 
trials. He has loved us with an everlasting love and with loving-kindness 
compassed us about. We may keep the heart stayed upon Him and meditate upon 
His loving-kindness all the day. He will lift the soul above the daily sorrow and 
perplexity, into a realm of peace.  {MB 12.2} 
 
I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God. 
Acts 7:56.  
Note: When Stephen was about to be killed, the heavens opened and he saw Christ 
standing to the right of God. 
 
He must pass long hours of agony so terrible that angels could not look upon it, but 
would veil their faces from the sight. He must endure anguish of soul, the hiding of 
His Father's face, while the guilt of transgression--the weight of the sins of the 
whole world--should be upon Him.  {PP 64.2} 
     The angels prostrated themselves at the feet of their Commander and offered to 
become a sacrifice for man. 
 
All His life Christ had been publishing to a fallen world the good news of the 
Father's mercy and pardoning love. Salvation for the chief of sinners was His 
theme. But now with the terrible weight of guilt He bears, He cannot see the 
Father's reconciling face. The withdrawal of the divine countenance from the 
Saviour in this hour of supreme anguish pierced His heart with a sorrow that can 
never be fully understood by man. So great was this agony that His physical pain 
was hardly felt.  {DA 753.1} 
 
"If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, how much 
more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things to them that ask him?" 
(Matt. 7:11). These gifts are freely given to us by God. Oh, how weak is our faith, 
that we do not avail ourselves of the rich, glorious promises of God! It is His 
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nature to bestow His gifts upon us. All-wise and all-powerful, He will give 
liberally to all who ask in faith. He is more merciful, more tender, more patient and 
loving than any earthly parent.  {HP 81.2} 
     The believer in Christ is consecrated to high and holy purpose. . . . Called 
according to God's purpose, set apart by grace divine, invested with Christ's 
righteousness, imbued with the Holy Spirit, offering up the sacrifices of a broken 
and contrite heart, the true believer is indeed a representative of the Redeemer.  
{HP 81.3} 
     Upon such a worshiper, God looks with delight. 
 
The world may despise you because you do not meet their standard, engage in their 
dissipating amusements, and follow their pernicious ways; but the God of heaven 
promises to receive you, and to be a Father unto you. "Ye shall be My sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty." 2 Corinthians 6:17, 18.  {CH 51.1} 
 
Every impulse of the Holy Spirit leading men to goodness and to God is noted in 
the books of heaven, and in the day of God everyone who has given himself as an 
instrument for the Holy Spirit's working will be permitted to behold what his life 
has wrought.  {6T 310.1} 
 
I am saved, eternally saved, ever to behold Him whom I love. I then saw Him only 
with the eye of faith, but now I see Him as He is. I can now express my gratitude 
for His redeeming mercy to Him who loved me and washed me from my sins in 
His own blood."  {6T 311.1} 
 
“And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief 
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the mountains; And said to the 
mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the great day of his wrath is come; 
and who shall be able to stand? “ –Revelation 15-17 
 
“But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done 
away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a 
child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things.  For now we see 
through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I 
know even as also I am known.  And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these [is] charity. “ – I Corinthians 13:10-13 
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And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and 
minds through Christ Jesus. Phil. 4:7.  {OHC 327.1} 
     Jesus came to earth to be not only man's Redeemer but his great Exemplar. His 
was a perfect life, a life of meekness, lowliness, purity, and unlimited trust in God. 
. . . He taught us practically the great lesson of calm, constant, unwavering 
confidence in our heavenly Father. He permits temptations, trials, and afflictions to 
come to His loved ones. They are His providences, visitations of mercy to bring 
them back when they stray from His side, and give them a deeper sense of His 
presence and providential care. The peace that passeth understanding is not for 
those who shrink from trials, from struggles, and from self-denial. . . .  {OHC 
327.2} 
 
The clouds which intervene between the soul and the Sun of Righteousness are in 
the providence of God permitted to arise that our faith may be strengthened to 
grasp the great hopes, the sure promises, that shine undimmed through the 
darkness of every storm. Faith must grow through conflict and suffering. We must 
individually learn to suffer and be strong, and not sink down in weakness. . . .  
{OHC 327.3} 
 
The most trying experiences in the Christian's life may be the most blessed. The 
special providences of the dark hours may encourage the soul in future attacks of 
Satan, and equip the servant of God to stand in fiery trials. The trial of your faith is 
more precious than gold. You must have that abiding confidence in God that is not 
disturbed by the temptations and arguments of the deceiver. Take the Lord at His 
word. You must study the promises, and appropriate them as you have need. "Faith 
cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God." Rom. 10:17....  {OHC 324.4} 
 
It is faith that familiarizes the soul with the existence and presence of God; and 
when we live with an eye single to His glory, we discern more and more the beauty 
of His character. Our souls become strong in spiritual power, for we are breathing 
the atmosphere of heaven, and, realizing that God is at our right hand, we shall not 
be moved.... We should live as in the presence of the Infinite One....  {OHC 324.5} 
 
When the earthborn children know it not, they have angels of light as their 
companions. A silent witness guards every soul that lives, seeking to draw that soul 
to Christ. As long as there is hope, until men resist the Holy Spirit to their eternal 
ruin, they are guarded by heavenly intelligences. Let us all bear in mind that in 
every assembly of the saints below are angels of God, listening to the testimonies, 
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songs, and prayers. Let us remember that our praises are supplemented by the 
choirs of the angelic host above.  {6T 366.1} 
 
In the council of heaven, provision was made that men, though transgressors, 
should not perish in their disobedience, but, through faith in Christ as their 
substitute and surety, might become the elect of God. . . . God wills that all men 
should be saved; for ample provision has been made, in giving His only begotten 
Son to pay man's ransom. Those who perish will perish because they refuse to be 
adopted as children of God through Christ Jesus. The pride of man hinders him 
from accepting the provisions of salvation. But human merit will not admit a 
soul into the presence of God. That which will make a man acceptable to God 
is the imparted grace of Christ through faith in His name. No dependence can 
be placed in works or in happy flights of feelings as evidence that men are chosen 
of God; for the elect are chosen through Christ.  {OHC 78.2} 
 
 
  


