The Fall of Lucifer

Pride in his own glory nourished the desire for supremacy. The high honors conferred upon
Lucifer were not appreciated as the gift of God and called forth no gratitude to the Creator.
He gloried in his brightness and exaltation, and aspired to be equal with God. He was
beloved and reverenced by the heavenly host. Angels delighted to execute his commands,
and he was clothed with wisdom and glory above them all. Yet the Son of God was the
acknowledged Sovereign of heaven, one in power and authority with the Father. In all the
councils of God, Christ was a participant, while Lucifer was not permitted thus to enter into
the divine purposes. "Why," questioned this mighty angel, "should Christ have the
supremacy? Why is He thus honored above Lucifer?" {GC 495.1}

Before the fall of Satan, the Father consulted his Son in regard to the formation of man.
They purposed to make this world, and create beasts and living things upon it, and to
make man in the image of God, to reign as a ruling monarch over every living thing
which God should create. When Satan learned the purpose of God, he was envious at
Christ, and jealous because the Father had not consulted him in regard to the creation
of man. Satan was of the highest order of angels; but Christ was above all. He was the
commander of all Heaven. He imparted to the angelic family the high commands of his
Father. The envy and jealousy of Satan increased. Until his rebellion all Heaven was in
harmony, and perfect subjection to the government of God. Satan commenced to insinuate
his dissatisfied feelings to other angels, and a number agreed to aid him in his rebellion.
Satan was dissatisfied, with his position. Although very exalted, he aspires to be equal with
God; and unless the Lord gratifies his ambition, determines to rebel, and refuse submission.
He desires, yet dare not at once venture to make known his envious, hateful feelings. But he
contents himself with gaining all he can to sympathize with him, as though deeply wronged.
He relates to them his thoughts of warring against Jehovah.

True, faithful angels, listening, hear the awful threats of Satan, and immediately report to
their great commander. Christ tells them that he and the Father are acquainted with the
purposes of Satan, and that they are forbearing only to see how many will unite with
him to rebel against the government of God. He tells them that every purpose of Satan
is understood. It was the highest crime to rebel against the government of God. All Heaven
seemed in commotion. The angels were marshaled in companies, each with a higher
commanding angel at their head. All the angels were astir. Satan was warring against the
government of God, because ambitious to exalt himself and unwilling to submit to the
authority of God's Son, Heaven's great commander. {3SG 37.1}

Lucifer in heaven, before his rebellion, was a high and exalted angel, next in honor to God's
dear Son. His countenance, like those of the other angels, was mild and expressive of
happiness. His forehead was high and broad, showing a powerful intellect. His form was
perfect; his bearing noble and majestic. A special light beamed in his countenance and shone
around him brighter and more beautiful than around the other angels; yet Christ, God's dear
Son, had the pre-eminence over all the angelic host. He was one with the Father before the
angels were created. Lucifer was envious of Christ, and gradually assumed command
which devolved on Christ alone. {SR 13.1}



The great Creator assembled the heavenly host, that He might in the presence of all the
angels confer special honor upon His Son. The Son was seated on the throne with the
Father, and the heavenly throng of holy angels was gathered around them. The Father then
made known that it was ordained by Himself that Christ, His Son, should be equal with
Himself; so that wherever was the presence of His Son, it was as His own presence. The
word of the Son was to be obeyed as readily as the word of the Father. His Son He had
invested with authority to command the heavenly host. Especially was His Son to work in
union with Himself in the anticipated creation of the earth and every living thing that should
exist upon the earth. His Son would carry out His will and His purposes but would do
nothing of Himself alone. The Father's will would be fulfilled in Him. {SR 13.2}

Lucifer was envious and jealous of Jesus Christ. Yet when all the angels bowed to
Jesus to acknowledge His supremacy and high authority and rightful rule, he bowed
with them; but his heart was filled with envy and hatred. Christ had been taken into the
special counsel of God in regard to His plans, while Lucifer was unacquainted with them. He
did not understand, neither was he permitted to know, the purposes of God. But Christ was
acknowledged sovereign of heaven, His power and authority to be the same as that of God
Himself. Lucifer thought that he was himself a favorite in heaven among the angels. He
had been highly exalted, but this did not call forth from him gratitude and praise to his
Creator. He aspired to the height of God Himself. He gloried in his loftiness. He knew
that he was honored by the angels. He had a special mission to execute. He had been near
the great Creator, and the ceaseless beams of glorious light enshrouding the eternal God had
shone especially upon him. He thought how angels had obeyed his command with
pleasurable alacrity. Were not his garments light and beautiful? Why should Christ thus be
honored before himself? {SR 14.1}

He left the immediate presence of the Father, dissatisfied and filled with envy against
Jesus Christ. Concealing his real purposes, he assembled the angelic host. He
introduced his subject, which was himself. As one aggrieved, he related the preference
God had given Jesus to the neglect of himself. He told them that henceforth all the sweet
liberty the angels had enjoyed was at an end. For had not a ruler been appointed over
them, to whom they from henceforth must yield servile honor? He stated to them that he
had called them together to assure them that he no longer would submit to this invasion of his
rights and theirs; that never would he again bow down to Christ; that he would take the honor
upon himself which should have been conferred upon him, and would be the commander of
all who would submit to follow him and obey his voice. {SR 14.2}

There was contention among the angels. Lucifer and his sympathizers were striving to
reform the government of God. They were discontented and unhappy because they could not
look into His unsearchable wisdom and ascertain His purposes in exalting His Son, and
endowing Him with such unlimited power and command. They rebelled against the authority
of the Son. {SR 15.1}

Angels that were loyal and true sought to reconcile this mighty, rebellious angel to the
will of his Creator. They justified the act of God in conferring honor upon Christ, and with
forcible reasoning sought to convince Lucifer that no less honor was his now than before the
Father had proclaimed the honor which He had conferred upon His Son. They clearly set
forth that Christ was the Son of God, existing with Him before the angels were created; and
that He had ever stood at the right hand of God, and His mild, loving authority had not



heretofore been questioned; and that He had given no commands but what it was joy for the
heavenly host to execute. They urged that Christ's receiving special honor from the Father, in
the presence of the angels, did not detract from the honor that Lucifer had heretofore
received. The angels wept. They anxiously sought to move him to renounce his wicked
design and yield submission to their Creator; for all had heretofore been peace and harmony,
and what could occasion this dissenting, rebellious voice? {SR 15.2}

Lucifer refused to listen. And then he turned from the loyal and true angels, denouncing
them as slaves. These angels, true to God, stood in amazement as they saw that Lucifer was
successful in his effort to incite rebellion. He promised them a new and better government
than they then had, in which all would be freedom. Great numbers signified their purpose to
accept him as their leader and chief commander. As he saw his advances were met with
success, he flattered himself that he should yet have all the angels on his side, and that he
would be equal with God Himself, and his voice of authority would be heard in commanding
the entire host of heaven. Again the loyal angels warned him, and assured him what must be
the consequences if he persisted; that He who could create the angels could by His power
overturn all their authority and in some signal manner punish their audacity and terrible
rebellion. To think that an angel should resist the law of God which was as sacred as
Himself! They warned the rebellious to close their ears to Lucifer's deceptive reasonings, and
advised him and all who had been affected by him to go to God and confess their wrong for
even admitting a thought of questioning His authority. {SR 16.1}

Leaving his place in the immediate presence of the Father, Lucifer went forth to diffuse the
spirit of discontent among the angels. He worked with mysterious secrecy, and for a time
concealed his real purpose under an appearance of reverence for God. He began to insinuate
doubts concerning the laws that governed heavenly beings, intimating that though laws might
be necessary for the inhabitants of the worlds, angels, being more exalted, needed no such
restraint, for their own wisdom was a sufficient guide. They were not beings that could bring
dishonor to God,; all their thoughts were holy; it was no more possible for them than for God
Himself to err. The exaltation of the Son of God as equal with the Father was represented as
an injustice to Lucifer, who, it was claimed, was also entitled to reverence and honor. If this
prince of angels could but attain to his true, exalted position, great good would accrue to the
entire host of heaven; for it was his object to secure freedom for all. But now even the liberty
which they had hitherto enjoyed was at an end; for an absolute Ruler had been appointed
them, and to His authority all must pay homage. Such were the subtle deceptions that through
the wiles of Lucifer were fast obtaining in the heavenly courts.

There had been no change in the position or authority of Christ. Lucifer's envy and
misrepresentation and his claims to equality with Christ had made necessary a statement of
the true position of the Son of God; but this had been the same from the beginning. Many of
the angels were, however, blinded by Lucifer's deceptions. {PP 38.1}

Taking advantage of the loving, loyal trust reposed in him by the holy beings under his
command, he had so artfully instilled into their minds his own distrust and discontent that his
agency was not discerned. Lucifer had presented the purposes of God in a false light--
misconstruing and distorting them to excite dissent and dissatisfaction. He cunningly drew
his hearers on to give utterance to their feelings; then these expressions were repeated by him
when it would serve his purpose, as evidence that the angels were not fully in harmony with
the government of God. While claiming for himself perfect loyalty to God, he urged that



changes in the order and laws of heaven were necessary for the stability of the divine
government. Thus while working to excite opposition to the law of God and to instill his
own discontent into the minds of the angels under him, he was ostensibly seeking to remove
dissatisfaction and to reconcile disaffected angels to the order of heaven. While secretly
fomenting discord and rebellion, he with consummate craft caused it to appear as his
sole purpose to promote loyalty and to preserve harmony and peace. {PP 38.2}

The spirit of dissatisfaction thus kindled was doing its baleful work. While there was no
open outbreak, division of feeling imperceptibly grew up among the angels. There were some
who looked with favor upon Lucifer's insinuations against the government of God. Although
they had heretofore been in perfect harmony with the order which God had established, they
were now discontented and unhappy because they could not penetrate His unsearchable
counsels; they were dissatisfied with His purpose in exalting Christ. These stood ready to
second Lucifer's demand for equal authority with the Son of God. But angels who were loyal
and true maintained the wisdom and justice of the divine decree and endeavored to reconcile
this disaffected being to the will of God. Christ was the Son of God; He had been one with
Him before the angels were called into existence. He had ever stood at the right hand of the
Father; His supremacy, so full of blessing to all who came under its benignant control, had
not heretofore been questioned. The harmony of heaven had never been interrupted;
wherefore should there now be discord? The loyal angels could see only terrible
consequences from this dissension, and with earnest entreaty they counseled the disaffected
ones to renounce their purpose and prove themselves loyal to God by fidelity to His
government. {PP 38.3}

At length all the angels are summoned to appear before the Father, to have each case
decided. Satan unblushingly makes known to all the heavenly family, his discontent,
that Christ should be preferred before him, to be in such close conference with God,
and he be uninformed as to the result of their frequent consultations. God informs
Satan that this he can never know. That to his Son will he reveal his secret purposes,
and that all the family of Heaven, Satan not excepted, were required to yield implicit
obedience. Satan boldly speaks out his rebellion, and points to a large company who
think God is unjust in not exalting him to be equal with God, and in not giving him
command above Christ. He declares he cannot submit to be under Christ’'s command,
that God's commands alone will he obey. Good angels weep to hear the words of Satan,
and to see how he despises to follow the direction of Christ, their exalted and loving
commander. {3SG 37.3}

The Father decides the case of Satan, and declares that he must be turned out of
Heaven for his daring rebellion, and that all those who united with him in his rebellion,
should be turned out with him. Then there was war in Heaven. Christ and his angels
fought against Satan and his angels, for they were determined to remain in Heaven with all
their rebellion. But they prevailed not. Christ and loyal angels triumphed, and drove Satan
and his rebel sympathizers from Heaven. {3SG 38.1}

A compassionate Creator, in yearning pity for Lucifer and his followers, was seeking to draw
them back from the abyss of ruin into which they were about to plunge. But His mercy was
misinterpreted. Lucifer pointed to the long-suffering of God as an evidence of his own



superiority, an indication that the King of the universe would yet accede to his terms. If the
angels would stand firmly with him, he declared, they could yet gain all that they desired. He
persistently defended his own course, and fully committed himself to the great controversy
against his Maker. Thus it was that Lucifer, "the light bearer,” the sharer of God's glory, the
attendant of His throne, by transgression became Satan, "the adversary" of God and holy
beings and the destroyer of those whom Heaven had committed to his guidance and
guardianship. {PP 39.2}

In heaven itself this law was broken. Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering
cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain CONTROL of heavenly beings, to
draw them away from their Creator, and to win their homage to himself. Therefore he
misrepresented God, attributing to Him the desire for SELF-EXALTATION. With his own
evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus he
deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust His goodness. Because
God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe
and unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and the night of
woe settled down upon the world. {DA 21.3}

In his first display of disaffection Satan was very cunning. All he claimed was that he
wanted to bring in a better order of things, to make great improvements. He led the holy
pair away from God, away from their allegiance to His commandments, on the same point
where thousands are tempted today and where thousands fall; that is, by their vain
imaginings.{5T 503}

So long as he remains consecrated, the man whom God has endowed with discernment and
ability will not manifest an eagerness for high position, neither will he seek to rule or
control. Of necessity men must bear responsibilities; but instead of striving for the
supremacy, he who is a true leader will pray for an understanding heart, to discern between
good and evil. {PK 31.2}

The Lord has not placed any one of His human agencies under the dictation and control
of those who are themselves but erring mortals. He has not placed upon men the power
to say, You shall do this, and you shall not do that. But there is a power exercised in Battle
Creek that God has not given, and He will judge those who assume this authority. They have
somewhat of the same spirit that led Uzzah to lay his hand on the ark to steady it, as though
God was not able to care for His sacred symbols. Far less of man's power and authority
should be exercised toward God's human agencies. Brethren, leave God to rule. {TM 347.3}

When the soul surrenders itself to Christ, a new power takes possession of the new heart. A
change is wrought which man can never accomplish for himself. It is a supernatural work,
bringing a supernatural element into human nature. The soul that is yielded to Christ
becomes His own fortress, which He holds in a revolted world, and He intends that no
authority shall be known in it but His own. A soul thus kept in possession by the heavenly
agencies is impregnable to the assaults of Satan. But unless we do yield ourselves to the
control of Christ, we shall be dominated by the wicked one. We must inevitably be under



the control of the one or the other of the two great powers that are contending for the
supremacy of the world. It is not necessary for us deliberately to choose the service of the
kingdom of darkness in order to come under its dominion. We have only to neglect to ally
ourselves with the kingdom of light. If we do not co-operate with the heavenly agencies,
Satan will take possession of the heart, and will make it his abiding place. The only
defense against evil is the indwelling of Christ in the heart through faith in His righteousness.
Unless we become vitally connected with God, we can never resist the unhallowed effects of
self-love, self-indulgence, and temptation to sin. We may leave off many bad habits, for the
time we may part company with Satan; but without a vital connection with God, through the
surrender of ourselves to Him moment by moment, we shall be overcome. Without a
personal acquaintance with Christ, and a continual communion, we are at the mercy of
the enemy, and shall do his bidding in the end. {DA 324.1}

Just as soon as a man separates from God so that his heart is not under the subduing power of
the Holy Spirit, the attributes of Satan will be revealed, and he will begin to oppress his
fellowmen. An influence goes forth from him that is contrary to truth and justice and
righteousness. This disposition is manifested in our institutions, not only in the relation of
the workers to one another, but in the desire shown by one institution to control all others.
{TM78}

Many of our people are in danger of trying to exercise a controlling power upon others
and of bringing oppression upon their fellow men. There is danger that those who are
entrusted with responsibilities will acknowledge but one power, the power of an unsanctified
will. Some have exercised this power unscrupulously and have caused great discomfiture to
those whom the Lord is using. One of the greatest curses in our world (and it is seen in
churches and in society everywhere) is the love of supremacy. Men be come absorbed in
seeking to secure power and popularity. This spirit has manifested itself in the ranks of
Sabbathkeepers, to our grief and shame. But spiritual success comes only to those who have
learned meekness and lowliness in the school of Christ. {6T 397.1}

"He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall
have mercy." Proverbs 28:13. If those who hide and excuse their faults could see how Satan
exults over them, how he taunts Christ and holy angels with their course, they would make
haste to confess their sins and to put them away. Through defects in the character, Satan
works to gain control of the whole mind, and he knows that if these defects are
cherished, he will succeed. Therefore he is constantly seeking to deceive the followers of
Christ with his fatal sophistry that it is impossible for them to overcome. But Jesus
pleads in their behalf His wounded hands, His bruised body; and He declares to all who
would follow Him: "My grace is sufficient for thee." 2 Corinthians 12:9. "Take My yoke
upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your
souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light." Matthew 11:29, 30. Let none, then,
regard their defects as incurable. God will give faith and grace to overcome them. {GC
489.2}

The very ones whom God purposes to use as His instruments for a special work, Satan
employs his utmost power to lead astray. He attacks us at our weak points, working
through defects in the character to gain control of the whole man; and he knows that if



these defects are cherished, he will succeed. But none need be overcome. Man is not left
alone to conquer the power of evil by his own feeble efforts. Help is at hand and will be
given to every soul who really desires it. Angels of God, that ascend and descend the
ladder which Jacob saw in vision, will help every soul who will, to climb even to the
highest heaven. {PP 568.2}

You have defects and faults as well as your brethren and sisters, and it is well to
remember this when a difference arises. Your wrong doing is just as grievous to them as
theirs is to you, and you should be as lenient to them as you desire that they should be
to you. Both of you need greater love and sympathy for others, a love and sympathy like the
tenderness of Jesus. In your own house you should exercise kindness, speaking gently to your
child, treating him affectionately, and refraining from reproving him for every little error, lest
he become hardened by continual faultfinding. {4T 61.2}
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