God’s Gift(s)

Every promise in the word of God furnishes us with subject matter for prayer, presenting the
pledged word of Jehovah as our assurance. Whatever spiritual blessing we need, it is our
privilege to claim through Jesus. We may tell the Lord, with the simplicity of a child,
exactly what we need. We may state to Him our temporal matters, asking Him for bread and
raiment as well as for the bread of life and the robe of Christ's righteousness. Your heavenly
Father knows that you have need of all these things, and you are invited to ask Him
concerning them. It is through the name of Jesus that every favor is received. God will
honor that name, and will supply your necessities from the riches of His liberality. {MB
133.1}

But do not forget that in coming to God as a father you acknowledge your relation to
Him as a child. You not only trust His goodness, but in all things yield to His will, knowing
that His love is changeless. You give yourself to do His work. It was to those whom He had
bidden to seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness that Jesus gave the promise,
"Ask, and ye shall receive.” John 16:24. {MB 133.2}

The gifts of Him who has all power in heaven and earth are in store for the children
of God. Gifts so precious that they come to us through the costly sacrifice of the
Redeemer’s blood; gifts that will satisfy the deepest craving of the heart, gifts lasting as
eternity, will be received and enjoyed by all who will come to God as little children.
Take God's promises as your own, plead them before Him as His own words, and you will
receive fullness of joy. {MB 133.3}

The rich gifts He has bestowed upon us were not intended to absorb our thoughts and love
so much that we should have nothing to give to God; they are constantly to remind us of
Him and to bind us in bonds of love and gratitude to our heavenly Benefactor. We dwell
too near the lowlands of earth. Let us raise our eyes to the open door of the sanctuary
above, where the light of the glory of God shines in the face of Christ, who "'is able also
to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by Him." Hebrews 7:25. {SC 102.1}

We need to praise God more "for His goodness, and for His wonderful works to the
children of men." Psalm 107:8. Our devotional exercises should not consist wholly in asking
and receiving. Let us not be always thinking of our wants and never of the benefits we
receive. We do not pray any too much, but we are too sparing of giving thanks. We are
the constant recipients of God's mercies, and yet how little gratitude we express, how
little we praise Him for what He has done for us. {SC 102.2}

By the great supper, Christ represents the blessings offered through the gospel. The provision
is nothing less than Christ Himself. He is the bread that comes down from heaven; and from
Him the streams of salvation flow. The Lord's messengers had proclaimed to the Jews the
advent of the Saviour; they had pointed to Christ as "the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world.” John 1:29. In the feast He had provided, God offered to them the
greatest gift that Heaven can bestow--a gift that is beyond computation. The love of
God had furnished the costly banquet, and had provided inexhaustible resources. **If
any man eat of this bread,"” Christ said, "*he shall live for ever." John 6:51. {COL 222.3}



Before offering Himself as the sacrificial victim, Christ sought for the most essential and
complete gift to bestow upon His followers, a gift that would bring within their reach
the boundless resources of grace. "l will pray the Father,”" He said, "and He shall give you
another Comforter, that He may abide with you forever; even the Spirit of truth; whom
the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him;
for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. I will not leave you orphans: I will come to
you."" John 14:16-18, margin. {DA 668.5}

Christ is a gift every day. God gave Him to the world, and He graciously takes the gifts
entrusted to His human agents for the advancement of His work in the world. Thus we show
that we recognize and acknowledge that every thing belongs to God, absolutely and entirely.-
-MS 124, 1898. {CS 198.1}

Having undertaken our redemption, He will spare nothing, however dear, which is
necessary to the completion of His work. No truth essential to our salvation is withheld, no
miracle of mercy is neglected, no divine agency is left unemployed. Favor is heaped upon
favor, gift upon gift. The whole treasury of heaven is open to those He seeks to save.
Having collected the riches of the universe, and laid open the resources of infinite
power, He gives them all into the hands of Christ, and says, All these are for man. Use
these gifts to convince him that there is no love greater than Mine in earth or heaven.
His greatest happiness will be found in loving Me. {DA 57.1}

The Holy Spirit was the highest of all gifts that He could solicit from His Father for the
exaltation of His people. The Spirit was to be given as a regenerating agent, and without this
the sacrifice of Christ would have been of no avail. The power of evil had been strengthening
for centuries, and the submission of men to this satanic captivity was amazing. Sin could be
resisted and overcome only through the mighty agency of the Third Person of the Godhead,
who would come with no modified energy, but in the fullness of divine power. It is the Spirit
that makes effectual what has been wrought out by the world's Redeemer. It is by the Spirit
that the heart is made pure. Through the Spirit the believer becomes a partaker of the
divine nature. Christ has given His Spirit as a divine power to overcome all hereditary and
cultivated tendencies to evil, and to impress His own character upon His church. {DA
671.2}

Of the Spirit Jesus said, "He shall glorify Me." The Saviour came to glorify the Father
by the demonstration of His love; so the Spirit was to glorify Christ by revealing His
grace to the world. The very image of God is to be reproduced in humanity. The honor
of God, the honor of Christ, is involved in the perfection of the character of His people. {DA
671.3}

How great was the gift of God to man, and how like our God to make it! With a
liberality that can never be exceeded He gave, that He might save the rebellious sons of
men and bring them to see His purpose and discern His love. Will you, by your gifts and
offerings, show that you think nothing too good for Him who "gave His only-begotten
Son"?--R. & H., May 15, 1900. {CS 19.4}

The spirit of liberality is the spirit of heaven. The spirit of selfishness is the spirit of
Satan.--R. & H., Oct. 17, 1882. {CS 19.5}



We are witnesses for God as we reveal in ourselves the working of a power that is divine.
Every individual has a life distinct from all others, and an experience differing essentially
from theirs. God desires that our praise shall ascend to Him, marked with our own
individuality. These precious acknowledgments to the praise of the glory of His grace,
when supported by a Christlike life, have an irresistible power that works for the
salvation of souls. {MH 100.2}

It is for our own benefit to keep every gift of God fresh in our memory. By this
means faith is strengthened to claim and to receive more and more. There is greater
encouragement for us in the least blessing we ourselves receive from God than in all the
accounts we can read of the faith and experience of others. The soul that responds to the
grace of God shall be like a watered garden. {MH 100}

Of all the gifts that heaven can bestow upon men, fellowship with Christ in His
sufferings is the most weighty trust and the highest honor. Not Enoch, who was translated
to heaven, not Elijah, who ascended in a chariot of fire, was greater or more honored than
John the Baptist, who perished alone in the dungeon. "Unto you it is given in the behalf of
Christ, not only to believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake."” Philippians 1:29. {MH
478.2}

God is the source of life and light and joy to the universe. Like rays of light from the
sun, blessings flow out from Him to all the creatures He has made. In His infinite love
He has granted men the privilege of becoming partakers of the divine nature, and, in
their turn, of diffusing blessings to their fellow men. This is the highest honor, the
greatest joy, that it is possible for God to bestow upon men. Those are brought nearest to
their Creator who thus become participants in labors of love. He who refuses to become a
"laborer together with God,"--the man who for the sake of selfish indulgence ignores the
wants of his fellow men, the miser who heaps up his treasures here,--is withholding from
himself the richest blessing that God can give him.--R. & H., Dec. 6, 1887. {CS 23.3}

God is constantly bestowing upon you the blessings of this life; and if He asks you to
dispense His gifts by helping the various branches of His work, it is for your own temporal
and spiritual interest to do so, and thus acknowledge God as the giver of every blessing. {CS
46}

The gifts of Him who has all power in heaven and earth are in store for the children of
God. Gifts so precious that they come to us through the costly sacrifice of the
Redeemer’s blood; gifts that will satisfy the deepest craving of the heart, gifts lasting as
eternity, will be received and enjoyed by all who will come to God as little children.
Take God's promises as your own, plead them before Him as His own words, and you
will receive fullness of joy. {MB 133.3}



Urge them to seek for the peace and happiness and joy that Christ is longing to bestow
upon them. Urge them to give their attention to securing the richest gift that can be
given to mortal man--the robe of Christ's righteousness. Christ offers them a life that
measures with the life of God, and a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. If they
accept Christ they will have the highest honor, honor which the world can neither give
nor take away. They will find that in the keeping of the commandments of God there is
great reward. {9T 114.2}

Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the
propitiation for our sins. 1 John 4:10. {SD 11.1}

In redemption God has revealed His love in sacrifice, a sacrifice so broad and deep
and high that it is immeasurable. ""God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten son...." {SD 11.2}

When Adam'’s sin plunged the race into hopeless misery, God might have cut Himself
loose from fallen beings. He might have treated them as sinners deserved to be treated. He
might have commanded the angels of heaven to pour out upon our world the vials of His
wrath. He might have removed this dark blot from His universe. But He did not do this.
Instead of banishing them from His presence, He came still nearer to the fallen race. He gave
His Son to become bone of our bone and flesh of our flesh. **The Word was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, . . . full of grace and truth.” Christ by His human relationship to men
drew them close to God. He clothed His divine nature with the garb of humanity, and
demonstrated before the heavenly universe, before the unfallen worlds, how much God loves
the children of men. {SD 11.3}

The gift of God to man is beyond all computation. Nothing was withheld. God would
not permit it to be said that He could have done more or revealed to humanity a greater
measure of love. In the gift of Christ He gave all heaven. {SD 11.4}

The Highest, who was with the Father before the world was, submitted to humiliation, that
He might uplift humanity. Prophecy withdraws the veil, that we may behold the throne of
heaven, that we may see upon that throne, high and lifted up, One who in human form,
came to our world to suffer, to be lacerated with stripes, and bruised for our iniquities.
{SD 11.5}

Thus God showed His love for man. With Christ He gave all heaven, that the moral
image of God might be restored in man. . . . His grace in all its vastness is provided for
all. {SD 11.6}



