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Influence 
 

It is our privilege to have a living, abiding Savior. He is the source of spiritual power implanted 
within us, and His influence will flow forth in words and actions, refreshing all within the sphere 
of our influence, begetting in them desires and aspirations for strength and purity, for holiness 
and peace, and for that joy which brings no sorrow with it. This is the result of an indwelling 
Savior.  {TM 390.2} 
 
Character is power. The silent witness of a true, unselfish, godly life carries an almost irresistible 
influence. By revealing in our own life the character of Christ we co-operate with Him in the 
work of saving souls. It is only by revealing in our life His character that we can co-operate with 
Him. And the wider the sphere of our influence, the more good we may do. When those who 
profess to serve God follow Christ's example, practicing the principles of the law in their daily 
life; when every act bears witness that they love God supremely and their neighbor as 
themselves, then will the church have power to move the world.  {COL 340.2} 
 
His angels are appointed to watch over us, and if we put ourselves under their guardianship, then 
in every time of danger they will be at our right hand. When unconsciously we are in danger of 
exerting a wrong influence, the angels will be by our side, prompting us to a better course, 
choosing our words for us, and influencing our actions. Thus our influence may be a silent, 
unconscious, but mighty power in drawing others to Christ and the heavenly world.   
{COL 341.2} 
 
Cease to dwell upon the shortcomings of others. Keep the tongue sanctified unto God. Refrain 
from saying anything that might detract from the influence of another; for by indulging in these 
words of criticism, you blaspheme God's holy name as verily as you would were you to swear. . 
{5BC 1093.4} 
 
If we have in any manner defrauded or injured our brother, we should make restitution. If we 
have unwittingly borne false witness, if we have misstated his words, if we have injured his 
influence in any way, we should go to the ones with whom we have conversed about him, and 
take back all our injurious misstatements.  {MB 59.1} 
 
If matters of difficulty between brethren were not laid open before others, but frankly spoken of 
between themselves in the spirit of Christian love, how much evil might be prevented! How 
many roots of bitterness whereby many are defiled would be destroyed, and how closely and 
tenderly might the followers of Christ be united in His love!  {MB 59.2} 
 
Take time for self-examination, that you may bring all your powers in subjection to the mind and 
will of God. You are shut up to self. It is the privilege of every true Christian to exert an 
influence for good over everyone with whom he associates.  {2T 231.1} 
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On the other hand, if by our example we aid others in the development of good principles, we 
give them power to do good. In their turn they exert the same beneficial influence over others. 
Thus hundreds and thousands are helped by our unconscious influence. The true follower of 
Christ strengthens the good purposes of all with whom he comes in contact. Before an 
unbelieving, sin-loving world he reveals the power of God's grace and the perfection of His 
character.  {PK 348.3} 
 
But remember that happiness will not be found in shutting yourselves up to yourselves, satisfied 
to pour out all your affection upon each other. Seize upon every opportunity for contributing to 
the happiness of those around you. Remember that true joy can be found only in unselfish 
service.  {MH 362.1} 
 
 Forbearance and unselfishness mark the words and acts of all who live the new life in Christ. As 
you seek to live His life, striving to conquer self and selfishness and to minister to the needs of 
others, you will gain victory after victory. Thus your influence will bless the world.  {MH 362.2} 
 
She should cease talking of others' faults, dwelling upon others' peculiarities, and discovering 
others' infirmities. Such conversation is censurable in any person. It is unprofitable and 
positively sinful. It tends only to evil. The enemy knows that if this course is pursued by Christ's 
professed followers, it is opening a door for him to work.  {2T 185.2} 
      
I saw that when sisters who are given to talk get together, Satan is generally present, for he finds 
employment. He stands by to excite the mind and make the most of the advantage he has gained. 
He knows that all this gossip, and tale-bearing, and revealing of secrets, and dissecting of 
character, separate the soul from God. It is death to spirituality and a calm religious influence. 
{2T 186} 
 
Be not elated by flattery nor depressed by faultfinding. Satan will tempt you to pursue such a 
course that you may be admired and flattered, but you should turn away from his devices. You 
are servants of the living God.  {4T 567.2} 
 
If you are in daily communion with God you will learn to place His estimate upon men, and the 
obligations resting upon you to bless suffering humanity will meet with a willing response. You 
are not your own; your Lord has sacred claims upon your supreme affections and the very 
highest services of your life. He has a right to use you, in your body and in your spirit, to the 
fullest extent of your capabilities, for His own honor and glory. Whatever crosses you may be 
required to bear, whatever labors or sufferings are imposed upon you by His hand, you are to 
accept without a murmur.  {4T 568.2} 
 
The impression made by our words and deeds will surely react upon ourselves in blessing or in 
cursing. This thought gives an awful solemnity to life, and should draw us to God in humble 
prayer that He will guide us by His wisdom.  {PP 556.1} 
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The humblest and poorest of the disciples of Jesus can be a blessing to others. They may not 
realize that they are doing any special good, but by their unconscious influence they may start 
waves of blessing that will widen and deepen, and the blessed results they may never know until 
the day of final reward. They do not feel or know that they are doing anything great. They are 
not required to weary themselves with anxiety about success. They have only to go forward 
quietly, doing faithfully the work that God's providence assigns, and their life will not be in vain. 
Their own souls will be growing more and more into the likeness of Christ; they are workers 
together with God in this life and are thus fitting for the higher work and the unshadowed joy of 
the life to come.  {SC 83.2} 
 
How little you know the bearing of your daily acts upon the history of others. You may think that 
what you do or say is of little consequence, when the most important results for good or evil are 
the consequence of our words and actions. The words and actions looked upon as so small and 
unimportant are links in the long chain of human events. {3T 541} 
 
By the atmosphere surrounding us, every person with whom we come in contact is consciously 
or unconsciously affected.  This is a responsibility from which we cannot free ourselves. Our 
wods, our acts, our dress, our deportment, even the expression of the countenance, has an 
influence. {COL 339} 
 
The influence of every man's thoughts and actions surrounds him like an invisible atmosphere, 
which is unconsciously breathed in by all who come in contact with him.  {5T 111.1} 
 
Your words, your actions, have an influence upon others, and you must meet that influence in the 
day of God. {9T 182} 
 
Personal influence is a power. The minds of those with whom we are closely associated, are 
impressed through unseen influences. One cannot speak to a multitude, and move them as he 
could if he were brought into closer relationship with them. Jesus left heaven and came to our 
world to save souls. You must come close to those for whom you labor, that they may not only 
hear your voice, but shake your hand, learn your principles, feel your sympathy. {GW 192.2} 
 
There is many a brave soul sorely pressed by temptation, almost ready to faint in the conflict 
with self and with the powers of evil. Do not discourage such a one in his hard struggle. Cheer 
him with brave, hopeful words that shall urge him on his way. Thus the light of Christ may shine 
from you. "None of us liveth to himself." Romans 14:7. By our unconscious influence others 
may be encouraged and strengthened, or they may be discouraged, and repelled from Christ and 
the truth.  {SC 120.1} 
 
It is the privilege of every soul to be a living channel through which God can communicate to the 
world the treasures of His grace, the unsearchable riches of Christ. There is nothing that Christ 
desires so much as agents who will represent to the world His Spirit and character. There is 
nothing that the world needs so much as the manifestation through humanity of the Savior’s love. 
All heaven is waiting for channels through which can be poured the holy oil to be a joy and 
blessing to human hearts.-- Christ's Object Lessons, p. 419.  {ChS 19.1} 
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Each one will have a close struggle to overcome sin in his own heart. This is at times a very 
painful and discouraging work; because, as we see the deformities in our character, we keep 
looking at them, when we should look to Jesus and put on the robe of His righteousness. 
Everyone who enters the pearly gates of the city of God will enter there as a conqueror, and his 
greatest conquest will have been the conquest of self.  {9T 182.3} 
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