
Greater New York Conference oFseventh-dav Adventists
Office of Education

PRAYER BREAIGAST

Purpose
I To create a harmonious "bonding" between the homc, church, and school.
I To identifu and encourage support by the "key" players in a successful school

operation -?arents, students, constituent pastors, the home and school, and school
staff.

' To acknowledge that prayer is an essend,^l put in the fulfillment of the mission of
(,hnsrtan cducat-ion.

Who Should Coordinate Program
r The I Iome and School Association prepares breakfast buffet; the princrpal f teat:hc r

coordinatcs the program in consultation with the school staff and school board
chair.

Vhen Should Ir Be lleld
r 'l'he ()ffice of ljducauon recomrrends the first or sccond Sunday after

commencement of classes For the new school vcar.

Who Should Attend
r The school stafl, board members, constituent pastor(s), home and school leader.i.

parents and students.

Ann o un cem en t of Program
'I'he 

Prayer Breakfast should be announced through the following sources:
1. 'l'he 

church bulletin
2. Theprincipal (with zutholi,zzt,on fiom zppropizte church oFficizJs) should

announce this on Sabbath during the regular "announcement period" at the local
constituent church.

3. School newsletter (if applicable)
4. Personal letter from school to parents, board members, home and school leaders.
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Suggested Format of Program

The Follovring schedule is to be used as a guideline in developing an effective format for a
Prayer Breakfast:

Welcome... Flome and School Irader
Opening Prayer......... A parent
Introduction of Speaker...................... School Board Chatr or school pnncipa)
Sermonette (10-15 min.)........... The pastor (if school is served by several constituent

pastors, one is to be selecte$

The sermonette should "touch" on the Following
toplcs:

r Irnportfflce of developing harmonious
relationships between the home-church
school.

r Import:urce of mutual support between
teachers/parents/church in an eflective
school operation.

' 'I'hc 
mission ciF Aclventist education-fi61

and foremo5l-fis salvation of our chiidren.

Prayers of Dedication

' Deliverecl by home and school lcadcr (on behalf of the Home& School Association)
' Delivered by school board chair (on behalf of the school board)
' Delivered by school principal (on behalF of school stafQ
' Delivered by pastor (przyer emphasizing unity among each of the key entities:

Home & School, school board, school staffi, parents and students.

Brealdast Buffet
Use your creativity to determine what items are to be included in breakfast buffet
(i.e. various juices----orange,.grapefruit etc., hardboiled eggs, pancakes, hot and cold cereals,
fruits etc)

Plans for the Coning School Year

r Home and School Irader introduces the Home and School officers (if already
chosen). Home and School l-eader, in a maximum of five minutes, identifies some
of the main activities planned for the coming school year.

' School Board Chair introduces the members of the school board. The school board
chair, in a maximum of five rninutes;, identifies the main functions of the school
board. (Refer to Adantic Union Conference School Board Manuel for assistance)

r Principal or principal f tezcher introduces himself/herself. (In schools where there is
principal/teacher and one of more teachers, teacher assistant(s), custodian etc., the
principal introduces the entire staff, individually)



r The principal, in a maximum of 30 minutes, identifies several of the major goals ot
the school For the coming school year (including vadous school policies such'ag,

o Dress code
o Discipline code
o Process to be followed by parents in addressing school-related concems
o School policy regarding tuition payments
o School calendar
o Special programs planned during the school year: Week-oF-Prayer, Health

Emphasis Weelq special school Freld trips etc.
o Regular communication with parents regarding grades and discipline
o Creation of a Christian school culture
o 

'Ihe 
impact of television on values and grades

o The school's vision of Ilxcellence in Education

How the above itcms are presented can either gain the loyalty and support of parents or"turn them off." Be positive. Speak with a good Christian spirit. fr.";ect enthusiasm. I-et
the parents, students, etc. "catch" your vision.

Question/Answer Period
The pnncipal, home and school leader, school boarrd chair "field" qucstions from the
audience about school-rclated issues.

IJreak-out Scssion in Classroom(s)
Parents/students are requested to join the teacher in the classroom. The followins is a
suggested ForrnatoFitems to be discussed:

1,. How paren8 can help in child's educational p()cess
2. Grading policy
3. I{omework policy
4. Attendance policy
5. Classroom rules
6. What parents expect from teacher
7. What teacher expect From parents
8. FIow teacher will make Jesus Christ and spiritual values meaningful, relevan! and the

most important phase of school operation.

Session should close with a question/answer period (a maximum of 10 minutes).

Dismissal Prayer
To take place in classroom. Eeminder: Thank parents for coming and indicate that you look
forward to the opporn-rnity of workingwith them cooperatively for the coming school year.)


