The Purpose of My Life

If we can live with them here in peace and harmony we could live with them there. But how
could we live with them in heaven if we cannot live with them here without continued
contention and strife? Those who are following a course of action that separates them from
their brethren and brings in discord and dissension, need a thorough conversion. Our hearts
must be melted and subdued by the love of Christ. We must cherish the love that He showed
in dying for us on the cross of Calvary. We need to draw closer and closer to the Saviour.
We should be much in prayer, and we must learn to exercise faith. We must be more
tenderhearted, more pitiful and courteous. We shall pass through this world but once.
Shall we not strive to leave on those with whom we associate the impress of the
character of Christ? {9T 193.1}

His matchless charms. | want you to behold Him, too. Christ will lead His redeemed ones
beside the river of life and will explain to them all that perplexed them in this world.
The mysteries of grace will unfold before them. Where their finite minds discerned only
confusion and broken purposes, they will see the most perfect and beautiful harmony.
{9T 193.3}

{9T 193.3}

Let us serve God with all our capabilities, with all our intelligence. Our intelligence will
increase as we make use of that which we have. Our religious experience will strengthen as
we bring it into the daily life. Thus we shall climb round after round of the ladder reaching to
heaven, until at last we step from off the topmost round into the kingdom of God. Let us be
Christians in this world. Then we shall have eternal life in the kingdom of glory.

Paul never lost sight of one great purpose--to press toward the prize of his calling. One aim
he kept steadfastly before him --to be faithful to the One who at the gate of Damascus had
revealed Himself to him. From this aim nothing had power to turn him aside. To exalt the
cross of Calvary-- this was the all-absorbing motive that inspired his words and acts. {AA
483.3}

We do not belong to Christ unless we are His wholly. It is by half-heartedness in the
Christian life that men become feeble in purpose and changeable in desire. The effort to serve
both self and Christ makes one a stony-ground hearer, and he will not endure when the test
comes upon him. {COL 50.1}

When affliction comes, the true Christian does not become restless, distrustful, or
despondent. Though we can not see the definite outcome of affairs, or discern the purpose of
God's providences, we are not to cast away our confidence. Remembering the tender
mercies of the Lord, we should cast our care upon Him, and with patience wait for His
salvation. {COL 60.4}

Our part is to receive God's word and to hold it fast, yielding ourselves fully to its control,
and its purpose in us will be accomplished. {COL 61.2}



"If a man love Me," Christ said, "he will keep My words; and My Father will love him, and
we will come unto him, and make our abode with him." John 14:23. The spell of a stronger, a
perfect mind will be over us; for we have a living connection with the source of all-enduring
strength. In our divine life we shall be brought into captivity to Jesus Christ. We shall no
longer live the common life of selfishness, but Christ will live in us. His character will be
reproduced in our nature. Thus shall we bring forth the fruits of the Holy Spirit--"some thirty,
and some sixty, and some a hundred.” {COL 61.3}

Fear lest your will shall not be held in subjection to Christ's will, lest your hereditary
and cultivated traits of character shall control your life. "It is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of His good pleasure.” Fear lest self shall interpose between your soul
and the great Master Worker. Fear lest self-will shall mar the high purpose that through
you God desires to accomplish. Fear to trust to your own strength, fear to withdraw your
hand from the hand of Christ and attempt to walk life's pathway without His abiding
presence. {COL 161.1}

He designed that the principles revealed through His people should be the means of restoring
the moral image of God in man. {COL 286.1}

It was for the accomplishment of this purpose that God called Abraham out from his
idolatrous kindred and bade him dwell in the land of Canaan.

But it was God's purpose that by the revelation of His character through Israel men should be
drawn unto Him. To all the world the gospel invitation was to be given. (COL 289.3)

Many who profess to gather with Christ are scattering from Him. This is why the church is so
weak. Many indulge freely in criticism and accusing. By giving expression to suspicion,
Jealousy, and discontent, they yield themselves as instruments to Satan. Before they
realize what they are doing, the adversary has through them accomplished his purpose. The
impression of evil has been made, the shadow has been cast, the arrows of Satan have found
their mark. (COL 341)

God and Christ and angels are all ministering to the afflicted, the suffering, and the
sinful. Give yourself to God for this work, use His gifts for this purpose, and you enter
into partnership with heavenly beings. Your heart will throb in sympathy with theirs. You
will be assimilated to them in character. To you these dwellers in the eternal tabernacles
will not be strangers. When earthly things shall have passed away, the watchers at
heaven's gates will bid you welcome. {COL 373.1}

So God desires us to trust in Him who justifieth the ungodly. His reward is given not
according to our merit but according to His own purpose, "which He purposed in Christ Jesus
our Lord." Eph. 3:11. ""Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according
to His mercy He saved us."” Titus 3:5. And for those who trust in Him He will do
""exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think." Eph. 3:20. {COL 397.2}

Not the amount of labor performed or its visible results but the spirit in which the
work is done makes it of value with God.



It may not be the missionary who has daily faced danger and death that stands highest in
heaven's records. The Christian who is such in his private life, in the daily surrender of self,
in sincerity of purpose and purity of thought, in meekness under provocation, in faith and
piety, in fidelity in that which is least, the one who in the home life represents the character
of Christ--such a one may in the sight of God be more precious than even the world-
renowned missionary or martyr. {COL 403.2}

It is His purpose that every Christian shall be surrounded with a spiritual atmosphere
of light and peace. He desires that we shall reveal His own joy in our lives. {COL 419.3}

The indwelling of the Spirit will be shown by the outflowing of heavenly love. The divine
fullness will flow through the consecrated human agent, to be given forth to others. {COL
419.4}

Daniel ever kept before him the glory of God, and you should also say, Lord, | desire
knowledge, not for the glorification of self, but to meet the expectation of Jesus, that | may
perfect an intelligent Christian character, through the grace he has given unto me. {CE 90.1}

Remember, Jesus gave his life for the purpose of rescuing you and yours from ruin. You will
have his sympathy and help in this blessed work, and will be a laborer together with God.
{CE 175.1}

It was the Saviour's purpose that after He ascended to heaven to become man's intercessor,
His followers should carry on the work that He had begun....God demands that every soul
who knows the truth shall seek to win others to the love of the truth. If we are not willing to
make special sacrifices in order to save souls that are ready to perish, how can we be counted
worthy to enter into the city of God?--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 103.

Not all the books written can serve the purpose of a holy life. Men will believe, not what the
minister preaches, but what the church lives. Too often the influence of the sermon preached
from the pulpit is counteracted by the sermon preached in the lives of those who claim to be
advocates of truth.--Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 21. {ChS 26.2}

It is God's purpose that each shall feel himself necessary to others' welfare, and seek to
promote their happiness.-- Christ's Object Lessons, p. 339.

It is the purpose of God to glorify Himself in His people before the world. He expects
those who bear the name of Christ to represent Him in thought, word, and deed. -
Testimonies, vol. 9, p. 21.

It is not the Lord's purpose that ministers should be left to do the greatest part of the work of
sowing the seeds of truth. Men who are not called to the ministry are to be encouraged to
labor for the Master according to their several ability. Hundreds of men and women now idle



could do acceptable service. By carrying the truth into the homes of their friends and
neighbors, they could do a great work for the Master.--Testimonies, vol. 7, p. 21.

Had the purpose of God been carried out by His people in giving to the world the message of
mercy, Christ would, ere this, have come to the earth, and the saints would have received
their welcome into the city of God.--Testimonies, vol. 6, p. 450

In all our expenditure of means, we are to strive to fulfil the purpose of Him who is the alpha
and omega of all Christian effort.--Testimonies, vol. 9 p. 49.

It is not our heavenly Father's purpose to save us without an effort on our part to co-operate
with Christ. We must act our part, and divine power, uniting with our effort, will bring
victory. {CTBH 16.1}

In later years the cares of state were heavy upon him, he was taxed to the utmost of his
capacity; but he grew strong in the conflict with difficulties. He held fast by the hand of
Infinite Strength, and would not be overcome. He knew that in order to do his work well, he
must have help from God. He realized that amid his trials and persecutions he could not
walk apart from God one hour. He prayed three times a day, and God answered his
prayers. Daniel's purpose was known to the heavenly Watcher, and as Daniel placed himself
on the side of God, to keep his ways, the Lord placed himself on Daniel’s side, to keep
him. {CTBH 23.1}

Health reform means something to us, and we must not belittle it by narrow views and
practices. We must be true to our convictions of right. Daniel was blessed because he was
steadfast in doing what he knew to be right, and we shall be blessed if we seek to honor
God with full purpose of heart. {CTBH 59.2}

It is painful to think of the time thus misspent. Hours that should be given to the study of
the Scriptures or to active labor of Christ, are worse than wasted. Life was given for a
true and holy purpose. It is too precious to be thus squandered. | entreat you who have
taken the name of Christ, Examine your hearts, and pass sentence upon yourselves. Do you
not love pleasure more than you love God or your fellow-men? There is work to be done;
there are souls to save; there are battles to fight; there is a heaven to win. The mind, with all
its capabilities, must be strengthened, and stored with the treasures of divine wisdom. In the
strength of God you may do noble work for the Master. {CTBH

Let no one think that he is at liberty to fold his hands and do nothing. That anyone can be
saved in indolence and inactivity is an utter impossibility. Think of what Christ accomplished
during His earthly ministry. How earnest, how untiring, were His efforts! He allowed nothing
to turn Him aside from the work given Him. Are we following in His footsteps? He gave up
all to carry out God's plan of mercy for the fallen race. In the fulfillment of the purpose of
heaven, He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (CM 76)



God created man for His own glory, that after test and trial the human family might become
one with the heavenly family. It was God's purpose to re-populate heaven with the human
family, if they would show themselves obedient to His every word. {CC 21.5}

Jacob, in the great crisis of his life, turned aside to pray. He was filled with one
overmastering purpose--to seek for transformation of character. {CC 67.2}(Note: to become
more and more like Christ)

None can know what may be God's purpose in His discipline; but all may be certain that
faithfulness in little things is the evidence of fitness for greater responsibilities. Every act of
life is a revelation of character, and he only who in small duties proves himself "a workman
that needeth not to be ashamed" can be honored by God with higher service. {CC 220.5}

They sought to acquire knowledge for one purpose-- that they might honor God. . . . In order
to stand as representatives of true religion amid the false religions of heathenism they must
have clearness of intellect and must perfect a Christian character. And God Himself was their
teacher. Constantly praying, conscientiously studying, keeping in touch with the Unseen,
they walked with God as did Enoch. {CC 247.2}

God did not prevent Daniel's enemies from casting him into the lions' den; He permitted evil
angels and wicked men thus far to accomplish their purpose; but it was that He might make
the deliverance of His servant more marked, and the defeat of the enemies of truth and
righteousness more complete. . . . Through the courage of this one man who chose to follow
right rather than policy, Satan was to be defeated, and the name of God was to be exalted and
honored. {CC 255.4}

The way of the world is to begin with pomp and boasting. God's way is to make the day of
small things the beginning of the glorious triumph of truth and righteousness. Sometimes He
trains His workers by bringing to them disappointment and apparent failure. It is His purpose
that they shall learn to master difficulties. {CC 258.4}

God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could see
the end from the beginning, and discern the glory of the purpose which they are fulfilling
as coworkers with Him. Not Enoch, who was translated to heaven, not Elijah, who ascended
in a chariot of fire, was greater or more honored than John the Baptist, who perished alone in
the dungeon. "Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also
to suffer for his sake" (Phil. 1:29). And of all the gifts that Heaven can bestow upon men,
fellowship with Christ in His sufferings is the most weighty trust and the highest honor. {CC
278.5}

Vegetables, fruits, and grains should compose our diet. Not an ounce of flesh meat should
enter our stomachs. The eating of flesh is unnatural. We are to return to God's original
purpose in the creation of man. {CD 380.2}

Jesus, the divine Teacher, assured His disciples of His love toward them. He assumed
human nature for no other purpose than to display to men the mercy, the love, and the
goodness of God in providing for the salvation and happiness of His creatures. It was for



this end that He died. While uttering His tenderest words of sympathy, He rejoiced in the
consciousness that He intended to do "exceeding abundantly,” above what they were able to
ask or think. Daily He exhibited before them, in works of blessing to man, how great was His
tenderness and love to the fallen race. His heart was a fountain of inexhaustible compassion,
from which the longing heart could be supplied with the water of life. {CSW 108.2}

Man does not work against his own interest by loving God and his fellow men. The
more unselfish his spirit, the happier he is, because he is fulfilling God's purpose for
him. The breath of God is breathed through him, filling him with gladness. To him life is a
sacred trust, precious in his sight because given by God to be spent in ministering to others.--
R. & H., June 25, 1908. {CS 24.4}

The purpose of education is to glorify God; to enable men and women to answer the prayer,
"Thy kingdom come. They will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.” Matthew 6:10. God
invites teachers to be His helping hand in carrying out this purpose. He asks them to
bring into their work the principles of heaven, the A B C of true education. The teacher who
has not yet learned these principles should begin now to study them. And as he learns, he will
develop a fitness to teach others. {CT 229.3}

It is God's purpose to manifest through His people the principles of His kingdom. That in life
and character they may reveal these principles, He desires to separate them from the customs,
habits, and practices of the world. He seeks to bring them nearer to Himself, that He may
make known to them His will. His purpose for His people today is the same that He had for
Israel when He brought them forth from Egypt. By beholding the goodness, the mercy, the
justice, and the love of God revealed in His church, the world is to have a
representation of His character. And when the law of God is thus exemplified in the life,
even the world will recognize the superiority of those who love and fear and serve God above
every other people in the world. {CT 321.1}

Christ could have imparted to men knowledge that would have surpassed any previous
disclosures, and put in the background every other discovery. He could have unlocked
mystery after mystery and could have concentrated around these wonderful revelations the
active, earnest thought of successive generations till the close of time. But He would not
spare a moment from teaching the science of salvation. His time, His faculties, and His life
were appreciated and used only as a means for working out the salvation of the souls of men.
He had come to seek and to save that which was lost, and He would not be turned from
His purpose. He allowed nothing to divert Him. {CT 385.2}

Christians will fulfill the purpose of God for them only as they increase in knowledge and
return to Him in earnest service the gifts they have received. {CT 452.1}

From His earliest years He was possessed of one purpose; He lived to bless others. {DA
70.2}

Alone He must tread the path; alone He must bear the burden. Upon Him who had laid off
His glory and accepted the weakness of humanity the redemption of the world must rest. He



saw and felt it all, but His purpose remained steadfast. Upon His arm depended the salvation
of the fallen race, and He reached out His hand to grasp the hand of Omnipotent Love. {DA
111.5}

The work of God is not to bear the image and superscription of man. From time to time
the Lord will bring in different agencies, through whom His purpose can best be
accomplished. Happy are they who are willing for self to be humbled, saying with John
the Baptist, ""He must increase, but | must decrease.” {DA 182.)

A wise purpose underlay every act of Christ's life on earth. Everything He did was
important in itself and in its teaching. Among the afflicted ones at the pool He selected the
worst case upon whom to exercise His healing power, and bade the man carry his bed
through the city in order to publish the great work that had been wrought upon him. This
would raise the question of what it was lawful to do on the Sabbath, and would open the way
for Him to denounce the restrictions of the Jews in regard to the Lord's day, and to declare
their traditions void. {DA 206.2}

But the one who depends upon his own wisdom and power is separating himself from God.
Instead of working in unison with Christ, he is fulfilling the purpose of the enemy of God and
man. {DA 209.2}

God never leads His children otherwise than they would choose to be led, if they could
see the end from the beginning, and discern the glory of the purpose which they are
fulfilling as co-workers with Him. Not Enoch, who was translated to heaven, not Elijah,
who ascended in a chariot of fire, was greater or more honored than John the Baptist, who
perished alone in the dungeon. "Unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to
believe on Him, but also to suffer for His sake." Phil. 1:29. And of all the gifts that Heaven
can bestow upon men, fellowship with Christ in His sufferings is the most weighty trust
and the highest honor. {DA 224.5}

"If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be evil,
thy whole body shall be full of darkness.” Purity and steadfastness of purpose are the
conditions of receiving light from God. He who desires to know the truth must be willing
to accept all that it reveals. He can make no compromise with error. To be wavering and
halfhearted in allegiance to truth is to choose the darkness of error and satanic delusion. {DA
312.4}

Many of the words and acts of Jesus appear mysterious to finite minds, but every word
and act had its definite purpose in the work for our redemption; each was calculated to
produce its own result. If we were capable of understanding His purposes, all would appear
important, complete, and in harmony with His mission. {DA 393.7}

And the Saviour had still another purpose. He had not withheld His ministry from him whom
He knew to be a traitor. The disciples did not understand His words when He said at the feet
washing, "Ye are not all clean,” nor yet when at the table He declared, "He that eateth bread



with Me hath lifted up his heel against Me." John 13:11, 18. But afterward, when His
meaning was made plain, they had something to consider as to the patience and mercy of
God toward the most grievously erring. {DA 655.3}

They are to despair of nothing, and to hope for everything. With the golden chain of His
matchless love Christ has bound them to the throne of God. It is His purpose that the highest
influence in the universe, emanating from the source of all power, shall be theirs. They are to
have power to resist evil, power that neither earth, nor death, nor hell can master, power that
will enable them to overcome as Christ overcame. {DA 679.3}
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