The Sacrifice of Christ

It was to redeem us that Jesus lived and suffered and died. He became "a Man of
Sorrows," that we might be made partakers of everlasting joy. God permitted His
beloved Son, full of grace and truth, to come from a world of indescribable glory, to a
world marred and blighted with sin, darkened with the shadow of death and the curse.
He permitted Him to leave the bosom of His love, the adoration of the angels, to suffer
shame, insult, humiliation, hatred, and death. "The chastisement of our peace was upon
Him; and with His stripes we are healed." Isaiah 53:5. Behold Him in the wilderness, in
Gethsemane, upon the cross! The spotless Son of God took upon Himself the burden of
sin. He who had been one with God, felt in His soul the awful separation that sin makes
between God and man. This wrung from His lips the anguished cry, "My God, My God,
why hast Thou forsaken Me?" Matthew 27:46. It was the burden of sin, the sense of its
terrible enormity, of its separation of the soul from God--it was this that broke the heart
of the Son of God. {SC 13.1}

Story: a young girl who had the same rare blood type as her father was asked if she
would give some of her blood for her father’s transfusion. After much thought she
agreed to do so. After the blood had been drawn from her, she asked her dad, “When
am | going to die?” The girl had thought that she would die so her father could live.
When Jesus died for us, He also thought that He would die and never see His Father
again. He died the second death and when He did so, He also had to deal with the fact
that He felt like God — His Father had abandoned Him.

But this great sacrifice was not made in order to create in the Father's heart a love
for man, not to make Him willing to save. No, no! "God so loved the world, that He gave
His only-begotten Son." John 3:16. The Father loves us, not because of the great
propitiation, but He provided the propitiation because He loves us. Christ was the
medium through which He could pour out His infinite love upon a fallen world.
{SC 13.2}

Note: Do | see myself each day as the medium through which Christ can pour out His
love upon a fallen world?

Who is this King of glory? The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle. Ps.
24:8. {SD 25.1}

Christ was strong to save the whole world. He wanted all. He could not endure the
thought that one should be lost. He wept at the grave of Lazarus, that He could not save
every one whom Satan's power had laid low in death. He had given Himself a ransom
for many, even all who would avail themselves of the privilege of coming back to their
loyalty to God. . .. Every rescue made was to cause Him the deepest humiliation. He
was to taste death for every man. {SD 25.2}



The apostle Peter, speaking of the revelations given to the prophets of "the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow," says that these are things which "the

angels desire to look into." And these will be the study of the redeemed through eternal
ages. As they contemplate the work of God in creation and redemption, new truth will
continually unfold to the wondering and delighted mind. As they learn more and more

of the wisdom, the love, and the power of God, their minds will be constantly expanding,
and their joy will continually increase. {5T 702.2}

Christ was to baffle the prince of the powers of darkness. For forty days Christ fasted in
the wilderness. What was this for? Was there anything in the character of the Son of
God that required such great humiliation and suffering? No, He was sinless. All this
humiliation and keen anguish were endured for the sake of fallen man, and never can
we comprehend the grievous character of the sin of indulging perverted appetite
except as we comprehend the spiritual meaning of the long fast of the Son of
God. Never can we understand the strength and bondage of appetite until we
discern the character of the Savior's conflict in overcoming Satan, and thus
placing man on vantage ground, where, through the merit of the blood of Christ,
he may be able to resist the powers of darkness, and overcome in his own behalf.
{Te 275.1}

Christ left heaven and the bosom of His Father to come to a friendless, lost world to
save those who would be saved. He exiled Himself from His Father and exchanged the
pure companionship of angels for that of fallen humanity, all polluted with sin. {3T 190.2}

Note: Take a look at Christ's choice of friends. He had wonderful friends who loved and
adored Him, but He came to our polluted world to try and win our friendship.



