Samson from EGW

Strength: Slays 1K enemy:

Samson had already given evidence of his marvelous strength by slaying, singlehanded, a
young lion, and by killing thirty of the men of Askelon. Now, moved to anger by the
barbarous murder of his wife, he attacked the Philistines and smote them "with a great
slaughter.” Then, wishing a safe retreat from his enemies, he withdrew to "the rock
Etam," in the tribe of Judah. {PP 563.4}

To this place he was pursued by a strong force, and the inhabitants of Judah, in great
alarm, basely agreed to deliver him to his enemies. Accordingly three thousand men of
Judah went up to him. But even at such odds they would not have dared approach him
had they not felt assured that he would not harm his own countrymen. Samson consented
to be bound and delivered to the Philistines, but first exacted from the men of Judah a
promise not to attack him themselves, and thus compel him to destroy them. He permitted
them to bind him with two new ropes, and he was led into the camp of his enemies amid
demonstrations of great joy. But while their shouts were waking the echoes of the hills,
"the Spirit of Jehovah came mightily upon him." He burst asunder the strong new cords
as if they had been flax burned in the fire. Then seizing the first weapon at hand, which,
though only the jawbone of an ass, was rendered more effective than sword or spear, he
smote the Philistines until they fled in terror, leaving a thousand men dead upon the field.
{PP 564.1}

Strong Drink: God directed that the future judge and deliverer of Israel should be trained
to strict temperance from infancy. He was to be a Nazarite from his birth, thus being
placed under a perpetual prohibition against the use of wine or strong drink. The lessons
of temperance, self-denial, and self-control are to be taught to children even from
babyhood. {PP 561.4}

Show of strength: Trusting to his great strength, which had inspired the Philistines with
such terror, he went boldly to Gaza, to visit a harlot of that place. The inhabitants of the
city learned of his presence, and they were eager for revenge. Their enemy was shut
safely within the walls of the most strongly fortified of all their cities; they felt sure of
their prey, and only waited till the morning to complete their triumph. At midnight
Samson was aroused. The accusing voice of conscience filled him with remorse, as he
remembered that he had broken his vow as a Nazarite. But notwithstanding his sin, God's
mercy had not forsaken him. His prodigious strength again served to deliver him. Going
to the city gate, he wrenched it from its place and carried it, with its posts and bars, to the
top of a hill on the way to Hebron. {PP 564.3}

Judged Israel for 20 yrs: {PP 564.2 After his victory (slew 1000 Pilistines) the Israelites
made Samson judge, and he ruled Israel for twenty years.



Death of Samson: A feast was appointed in honor of Dagon, the fish god, "the protector
of the sea."” From town and country throughout the Philistine plain the people and their
lords assembled. Throngs of worshipers filled the vast temple and crowded the galleries
about the roof. It was a scene of festivity and rejoicing. There was the pomp of the
sacrificial service, followed by music and feasting. Then, as the crowning trophy of
Dagon's power, Samson was brought in. Shouts of exultation greeted his appearance.
People and rulers mocked his misery and adored the god who had overthrown "the
destroyer of their country.” After a time, as if weary, Samson asked permission to rest
against the two central pillars which supported the temple roof. Then he silently uttered
the prayer, "O Lord God, remember me, | pray Thee, and strengthen me, | pray Thee,
only this once, O God, that | may be at once avenged of the Philistines.” With these
words he encircled the pillars with his mighty arms; and crying, "Let me die with the
Philistines!" he bowed himself, and the roof fell, destroying at one crash all that vast
multitude. "So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in
his life." {PP 566.4}

The idol and its worshipers, priest and peasant, warrior and noble, were buried
together beneath the ruins of Dagon's temple. And among them was the giant form of him
whom God had chosen to be the deliverer of His people. Tidings of the terrible overthrow
were carried to the land of Israel, and Samson's kinsmen came down from their hills, and,
unopposed, rescued the body of the fallen hero. And they "brought him up, and buried
him between Zorah and Eshtaol, in the burying place of Manoah his father.” {PP 567.1}

Satan attacks God’s influential people: The very ones whom God purposes to use as
His instruments for a special work, Satan employs his utmost power to lead astray. He
attacks us at our weak points, working through defects in the character to gain control of
the whole man; and he knows that if these defects are cherished, he will succeed. But
none need be overcome. Man is not left alone to conquer the power of evil by his own
feeble efforts. Help is at hand and will be given to every soul who really desires it.
Angels of God, that ascend and descend the ladder which Jacob saw in vision, will help
every soul who will, to climb even to the highest heaven. {PP 568.2}

Willful Sin Caused Loss of Strength.--Had Samson's head been shaven without fault on
his part, his strength would have remained. But his course had shown contempt for the
favor and authority of God as much as if he had in disdain himself severed his locks from
his head. Therefore God left him to endure the results of his own folly (ST Oct. 13,
1881). {2BC 1007.7}



Now, as Paul Harvey would say, comes “the rest of the story.”

God’s Honor Role: Heb. Ch 11: God starts naming off special people who will be with
him for eternity. He talks of: Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Sara, Joseph,
and Moses, Rahab to former prostitute, and on and on it goes until you get to verse 32:

And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and [of]
Barak, and [of] Samson, .....

How can that be? Sampson committed suicide while in the process of committing mass
homicide. How can it be?

Sampson’s repentance:

Sampson will be with his Father in heaven for eternity because God doesn’t judge on
outward appearance, God judges on the heart. And those hard years of slavery and abuse
gradually turned the face of Sampson to his loving Father.
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